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Facts from our Annual Review
2002-2003

w Recof'ded visits to the Centre: ¢8,400

= Individuals provided with advice and
support: 800+

= Number of different activities: 20

=  Number of volunteers ¢.80 (c. 45
active at any time)

* . New tenants (refugees granted leave
to remain in Britain) helped to set up
home: more than 100

= Different nationalities/ ethnic groups:

43

(The largest group of Centre users are

Iraqi Kurds, followed by Iranians,
Turkish Kurds, Zimbabweans and
Afghanis).

Responses to our User Survey were
unanimously positive about the welcome and
support provided. Comments included:

My problem is always solved. 'It helps
refugees and makes them feel welcome.’
Best in the UK in defending refugees rights:.
Long life to the Forum!

Ideas for improvement included:

More interpreters.’(an on-going problem as
our volunteers move into employment).
Quiet please!/ A bigger building.’
Requests were also made for improved
facilities and more activities such as
computers, internet access and outings.

It is now extremely difficult for people
with Exceptional Leave to Remain to get
photo ID. Application for a travel
document is very restrictive, proof being
required if travel is for work, study,
compassionate or religious reasons. One

" man with ELR was very distressed. He can
claim benefits and work, but he could not

New Advice Posts at 118

If their asylum claim is successful, refugees

need to adapt and learn new skills. The benefit

The Forum has long been aware of the special

project, which is funded by the Neighbourhood

across the City find appropriate training and

have the right to work and to claim benefits. Most

are desperately keen to get a job but they may face
many obstacles e.g. lack of information about the UK
job market, language difficulties, no references, the

system can be a nightmare of bureaucracy and also
penalises those who take casual or temporary jobs.

problems faced by refugees in finding appropriate
and sustainable employment and we are therefore

very pleased to be joining 'Nottingham Works." This

Renewal Fund, aims to help disadvantaged groups

employment.

For two years, an
Employment,
Training &
Education Co-

Nottingham
Works

ordinator and a

linked to a Central Employment Team in the City

other similar projects.

The Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum
Membership Form 2004

Free: unwaged / low waged | £5: waged individual | £10: organisation
I / we would like to join the NNRF

I / we would like to renew my / our membership of the NNRF
I / we would like to make a donation to NNRF
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Benefits' Adviser will be based with the Forum and
work with refugees across Nottingham, networking
with relevant agencies and communities. They will be

Council and work closely with Job Centre Plus and

cash his giro at the post office because he
had no photo ID. To get a travel
document is virtually impossible; to get a

driving licence you need a passport or
birth certificate. A catch-22 situation.

NNRF 118 Mansfield Road Nottingham NG1 3HL Tel. 0115985 9546

Total amount enclosed:  SHRARAMASIC ] R s

Please make cheques payable to: The Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum

and return this form to

Chris Cann, Membership, NNRF, 118 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, NG1 3HL

nnrf118@yahoo.co.uk
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Sponsored Fast

Against Asylum Destitution
Jan 9" (8pm) to Jan 11™ (8pm).

The event was very successful. 37 people
fasted and we had at least 54 helpers/visitors.
About half the fasters were asylum seekers or
refugees, and the rest were from the host
community, including retired people and one
person with diabetes.

Other cities —
Oxford,
Sheffield,
Leeds, Cardiff
— held similar
events.

BTN

the
Nationality,
Immigration
and Asylum
Act 2002 |
(which had i e
been in force e
for one year)
denies all
support to
asylum
seekers
without dependants who do not make their asylum
applications as soon as “reasonably practicable” on
arrival in Britain. This ignores the fact that many people
arriving do so after facing fear, trauma and violence as
well as a harrowing journey, and are usually confused
and frightened, as well as maybe having little or no
knowledge of English or our asylum system. Some
people have been denied support even when they
claimed a few hours after arriving (although David
Blunkett has recently defined “reasonably practicable”
as within three days) or, for others, their arrival time has
not been believed. All these people receive no support
of any kind — no home, no food, no shelter. They are
not allowed to work. They must depend on friends,
charities or the streets.

In the same situation are people whose asylum
applications have been refused, but whose country of
origin the government deems “unsafe”. This leaves
many people (e.g. from Zimbabwe) in a limbo where
they can'’t return to their countries but have no support
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here. These people are made destitute. Similarly, a
number of people who do satisfy all the difficult
government criteria often have to go without support for
a number of weeks or months because of bureaucratic
errors. Some are families with children.

The fast was based in St Peter’s Centre, belonging to
St Peter’'s Church in the city centre. About 12 people
slept there overnight. The rest spent most of the days
there. Some with other commitments fasted at home,
calling in to St. Peter’'s Centre to touch base. We kept a
diary, in which fasters, supporters and well-wishers
wrote. People read, chatted, played board games, did
crafts, etc. It

. wasa
~congenial
P weekend, in

g good company.

T We held stalls,
i ontR - - collected food,
got signatures
on the petition,
and handed out
SO many
A leaflets we
g neededa
reprint.
| | | Banners hung
f“ from the church
railings, calling
i | for solidarity
with destitute
asylum
seekers. We have yet to count all the money, but
expect to collect a substantial amount for the Destitution

Fund.
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We made useful contacts, both in Nottingham and with
other cities, where people took up the idea of the fast.
Alan Simpson MP came to offer solidarity and helpful
advice. We were in the Nottingham Evening Post three
times, an interview was broadcast on local radio, and
we were on Central News.

Afterwards, we were provided with free food by local
group “Food Not Bombs”, and by a group of Kurdish
women who spontaneously decided to cook for us. It
was a very sociable end to an intense 48 hours.

However, it was not just about enjoying each other’s
company and fundraising. We could choose to go
without food for 48 hours. For an ever-increasing
number, there is no choice. We heard of people
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