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Address for subscriptiort, orders and corespondance:
Echanges, BP 2411 75866 Prris Cedex 18, France.

Subacription: f,7 for 4 issues,

: : incl. pamphlea pubtiehed during this period.
Any small contributions welcomerl.

This issue of Echanges
is rnostly dcvotcd to a dossier about Russia and

thc cx-tISSR, composed of a number of articles

liorn various sonrces. For a while now, in each

issuc ol'l/-c'iargcs we have tried to put together

somc largcr dossicrs on class struggle with mate-

rial covering a longer period (as with the dossier

on Spain, France, Italy, and'alternative unions'

in thc previous issues). One consequence ofthis
is that whatappearswill be amixtureofolderand
morc ncw texts. Another consequence is that

with onc subiect taking a big part ofan issue,

othcr nratcrial will be delayed.

We thcrclore still have a lot of other material

morc or lcss ready to be used in the nexl issues as

soorl as we can bring them out. This includes:

I)osser on stntggles in France from autumn '93

onwards (Air France strike, Jan.' 94 manifestation
against the private schools, Spring '94 actions

against the minimum wage for youth, What has

happened at Air France after the 'big strike', A
lot olsmaller strikes) - A debate on 'The Refusal
of work in the 90s' - More about ex-USSR - A lot
of material about USA: Various struggles, social

conditions, correspondence with contacts,

l'r.rlncrability of new production methods -
Stmggles in Bangla Desh - Spain: Effects of the
Iirench and Spanish truckers strikes in '92,
Stmggles and developments in '93 and '94 -
Considerations about present debates on the

ultra-left - Railworkers and dockers struggles in
Ilolland - India: Various struggles; Debate with
Kamunist Kranti - Resurgence of workers'
stnrggles in Indonesia - Some struggles in
(icrmany - Argentina - Struggles in ex-Yugoslavia
- Material about Vietnam, China and many other
corrntrics, partly taken from th eF rench E change s

bullctin I.)ans le monde une classe en lutte - On
'workcrs councils'. We will also try to produce

somc ncw pamphlets in the coming period.

Altogether we think there will be a lot of
interest for our present readers, and for new
oncs. To be able to bring out all this material
and continue the publication of Echanges,

which is the work of less than a handful of
comrades having too much to do, we ask the
readers for some help in various ways.

Some iscues 8go we included a circular
Iettetwhich we asked everybodyto ret$m.
This had the purpost botfi of chxkingthe
rddre$ses and of mmoving frorn the
dtstrlbuttoa l*st thorc no longer lnterested
in ruteiving our materitl. I!{any have not
returtr€d the fom, ro therefore we ark
once lgair thrt thig is dou& 'l

, lVe dso erk those wtro ar* lnt*rested in
our nrterial to rouew their subrcription if
It i* s long tlme slnce they have rent'
romething tud thom who have never paid
mythlngto *end a smfributim. ({f roxeone
is interested in making a sPecial

coufrlbftloq , that ls o{, 'courre. Yery
welcome) ,

In addition we ask for any help in getting the

material known to more people and increase the

circulation. Flelp in this respect could consist in
checking ifvarious bookshops are interested in
the material, encouraging friends and contacts to

take a subscription, send material to persons,

groups or organisations one think could be

interested or send us their addresses, mention
Echanges ifone produces or writes to various
journals, etc.

We are also still interested in and in many

respect dependent upon readers sending us

information or articles (made by themselves or
taken from other publications) about struggles

and conditions in various countries, as well as

interesting articles in general.
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Collective ACtion
Friends in the US have started publication wrder
the name C o ll e c tiv e A cti on. They have published

three issues of the small bulletin Collective
Action Notes . The goal of Collective Action is to
circulate idormation concerning tendencies

within present-day capitalist development and
the stntggles, both large ond small, that inevitably
erupt against ir. We cooperate with ClNin many
ways: discussions, collection and exchange of
material, distribution, common use of material,
plans for material to publish...

No. I of CIN contained the articles Soap

kitchens: aUS growth industry andThe rellux(a
story on being on welfare at the end ofthe 60s)

and a chronology of strikes in the US October to
December '93. No. 2 contains The Refusal of
Work in the 90s (on the background of U.S.
examples, it tries to raise again the debate from
the 70s about 'Refusal to work - seelhe Echanges
pamphlet with this title), The Wildcat (story of a

participant in a strike) and the strike chronology
Snapshot USl. No. 3/4 contains Everywhere a
clas s in struggle, Nov. 9 3 -May94 (fromthe French

Echanges bulletin Dans le monde une classe en

lutte),Snapshot USA - a chron ol og, of stmggl e s,

and H m dm ad e in J ap an (on J apanese car industry.
No. 5 is in preparation.

Among pamphlets produced so far are reprints
of the old texts like H. Simon's articles The neu,

mov ement and Ort organi s ation,and also a reprint
of an old News & Letters pamphlet with the titlc
The Maryland Freedom Union (about

independent rank andfile unionism among black
nursing home workers in Baltimore in 1966).

We said in the previous issue that ClNwould
be sent to everybody onthe Echanges distribution
list, but this will notbe the case. Those interestcd
in receiving ClNcan write to: Collective Action,
POB 22962, Balto., MD 21203. Subscripion
price is $7 for 4 issues plus pamphlets.

We now and then experience that readers of
Echanges are interested in various kinds ol'

contacts between themselves. Readers in the tlS
who are interested in any kind of contact with
otherreaders orCollective Action, are encornaged

to write to the Collective Action address.

by llrrlz:rc or to thc second French empire. Other
'crit ics' (ol'thc rnore traditional trotskyist tlpe)
havc stnrgglcd to explain all kind ofvarities of
thcorics about'workers states','degenerated
workcrs states', the need for a 'political
rcvolulion', ctc. etc. Among all these people

confusion is great, for themselves as well as in
thcir rwilings when they try to explain what has

takcn place.
()nc of the first texts is Why the Russians

don't rcvolt lromMay 92, which ina certainway

complements the long account of struggles from
the end of 90 to beginning of 91 published in
Echanges 68/69. The text Chronolory of class

struggle and social/economic conditions in the
ex-USSR 1992 - 93 is a continuation of this
previous chronology.

A separate text contains some reflections about
How the recomposition of the ruling class
takes place. I.e. the changes in the forms of
appopriation ofthe surplus value by the people

who formerly were called 'bureacrats' or
'nomenklatura' and who has become either
capitalists or top managers. (Some outsiders,
usually capitalist gangsters, also managed to

enter this new ruling class, having
quickly gotten their wealth when the
conhol ofthe old state apparatus was
crumbling and before a new order
was settled.)

There are various texts and
information about the unions, which
with difficulties try to find a place as

intermediaries on the labour market
(with many of the same tendencies
and contradictions we can findin the
western world).

Other articles deals with strikes
and the conditions of the workers,
including much about a strike in June

'93 in the mining district ofDonbass
in Ukraine.

Many of the articles deals with
the relationsship between the
attitudes and strike movements of
the workers on one hand and on the
other hand the old/reformed and new
union.s, the politicians and political
demands...

Altogether the articles illushate
well the difficulties in which the
workers of the whole ex-USSR
struggle. The material has been put
together in order to provide some

understanding and information from
sources we have found interesting,

and it goes almost without saying that there are

many remarks and judgements we do not entirely
agree with.

RUSSIA AND BX.USSR

The collection oftexts whichfollowcouldappear
somewhat patchy. Apart from providing some

important factual information, they also aim at
giving some elements for reflection - beyond the

big declarations and words - about a 'revolution'
which is pretended to have transformed'social-
ism' or 'communism', as one wants it, into
capitalism. This question deserves a more

thorough analysis, which we hope to publish
something about later on. There are those who

saw in the eastern countries the Star guiding

them to the Promised Land and who are

completely disorientated by its disappearence -
after the fall of the regimes of the eastern

countries, interpreted as 'the failure ofsocialism' ,

many of them are moving to the 'right' in a more
social democratic position no longer seeing any

force or possibility for a firndamental change ol
society. On the other side there are those who
were exited about the 'reds' and 'communism'
like the bull in the arena andwho are disorientated
also, because they've lost their foes which had

become their sole reference ofthinking. There
are those who, even if beeing critical to thc
regimes, saw in the Russian state bureaucracy

the fuhue of western capitalism (Russia as the
first step of a kind of'bureaucratisation ofthe
world') and masked the evolution of this
system of autarchic capitalism towards a

traditional capitalism similar to that described
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CHRONOLOGY or Cr,LSs
STRUGGLES AND SOCIAL/

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN
TIIE EX.USSR 1992.93

Echanges has in previous issued published
chronologies ofclass struggle in the ex-USSR

from a circular letters distributed by Motiva
Forlag, Postboks 9340 VAlerenga, 0610 Oslo,

Norway. The following chronology from circular
letter no. 5, published in December 92, starts

where the previous one (see Echanges 68169)

broke off. In addition frrther material has been

addedandmaterial about 1993 included. Material
about 1994 is being continously collected and

will be published later.
The circular letter contained the following

remarks: The situation in theformerSoviet llnion
is getting more and more complicated. The

creation ofnew states has made the obtaining of
news about the working class more dfficult.
Where there are no reports ab out stikes, we hav e

tried to include more mateial about genetal

economic conditions as this is the background

for the life of the wo*ing class. In several

regions wal or warlike conditions are taging,
there is not much to find about working class

response to this development.

We have used the following abbreviations
for some of the journals quoted: Ab -
Arbeiderbladet \ Aft - AftenPosten \l
DS - Der Spiegel \l F T - Financial Times
s GP - G0teborgs-Posten \J ITT - kt
These Times \l IW - Industrial Worker
s IWB -krternational Workers Bulletin
Y KK - Klassekampen \l Nw -Newsweek
S WV - Workers Vanguard \l US
Bulletin - U.S.-Soviet Workers
Information Committee Bulletin.

FROM MID-JANUARY
TO END Or'1992

Kasakhstan Shakhtinsk - Karaganda: A month-
long strike at the Tentekskaya and other mines.

The chief demands put forward: uages suffrcient

to buy enough food to restore physical strenght,
provision offood and items ofurgent necessity,

I 5 % o[ coal output to be the miners' collectivc
property. Coal mamagers have rejected the

demand to receive a part ofthe extracted coal,
and claim that other questions concerning food

and goods supplies are outside theirjurisdiction.
The striking miners met workers at other mines.

As a result, miners from Kazakhstanskaya,
Shakhtinskaya, Saranskaya and otherminesjoinal
the strike. The strike ended Jan. 16 when the

govemment met the chiefdemand of the strikers,
giving I 5 oZ of the extracted coal to the miners as

their collective property. (IW April)
The Russian government was yesterday

struggling to retain control ofits economicreform
programme after President Roris Yeltsin
reportedly conceded large pay rises for miners

and abandoned the target for a balanced budget

in the first quarter of the year. Yeltsin, who met

representatives from Russia's biggest coalfield,
Kuzbass, on Wednesday, was reported by the

Interfax news agency to have conceded higher
salaries. Such a concession to the powerful

mineworkers would open the way to frrtherwage
demands by other industrial workers. (FT 24. 0 I )

Moscow '[V News One 17.01 reports that

miners across the country are ready to strike: fu
Dzenhinsk, there are 18000 miners who are

unemployed because they ran out of support
timbers in the mines'and have no money to buy

more. ?n Atmenia, the lack of gasoline and
heating oil is catastropic. There is electicity
only six hours a day in the cities andfour hours

in the countryside. The enterpises hat'e stopped

working. There is energt onlv for the bakeies
and hospitals. Kindergartens are closed down.'

Food riots have started entpting in various Soviet

cities. In Tashkent, capital ofUzbekistan, police

opcncd fire on thousands of students marching
on thc prcsidental palace; several were killed. A
wcck ago, shoppers in Stawopol broke store

winclous in outrage against the out-of-reach price

of sausage - a kilonowcosts up to a month's wage

ol'an average worker. Angry protests in Vladimir
ovcr the cost ofmilk led local authoritiesto lower
thc ncw price from 6 nrbles to 1.20 a liter, still
massivcly higher than two weeks ago.

Slnntaneous food protests have spreadto Moscow
as wcll On January 12, I 500 people linked
hands to block off the Kuznetski Most, only
hlmks away from the Kremlin, after a store ran
or( ol milk.. . Already this month Lithuania has

bccn hit by a weeklong strike shutting down the
Iivc biggcst newspapers in the republic. On Jan.

I J the rliners in the Karaganda coal field in
Kazakhstan walked offthe job. However, their
nrisguided demandwas for the state procurement
agcncy to pay higher prices for their lower-grade
coal 'l-here is now talk of the Vorkuta coal

nrincrs going out as well. kr the city ofVoronezh,
scvcral hundred miles from Moscow, workers

thrcaten to take strike action if 'measures are not
tokan b.v Febnrary 1.'(WY 24.01)

WHY THE RUSSIANS DON,T
REVOLT

The following is an interview with the
Russian sociologist and economist
Tatiana Zaslavskaya, author of the I 983
report'Man ifesto of Novossibirsk' wh ich
is considered to have inspired
perestroika. lt's translated from no.83
(May'92) of the French journal 'Science
et vie 6conomie'.

For the French it is difficult to
understand the situation in Russia. !s
the country completely bankrupt or is
it more or less working?

I believe that our people have no more
clue. The rare statistics arrive late and
are unreliable. The real volume of
production is difficult to know. My
feeling is that it is not collapsing. Of
course things have become worse and
worse, but the majority of factories in
industryor agriculture are working. Take
scientific research which today is the
sector in the most difficult sitation: no
credit, no wages paid for months, no
new material... Evenso researchers still
continue working - the survival instinct
without doubt. I belive the threat of the
complete collapse is fading away; for
the first time for 3 months we can see a
slight tendency towards an improved
situation.
What are the signs
improvement?

of this

Opinion polls regularly carried out
has seen the confidence ofthe Russian
people degrade from month to month.
ln Februarythis tendency reversed. The
number of optimistic people rose. That
does not happen bychance. ln December
and January there was no specific price
rises because there were no goods on

6 7
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The workers ofKazakhstan5eplied immediately
with a strike to the freeing of prices after the
Russian example in the second week ofJanuary. . .

Last monday the miners of Karaganda closed
down half of the pits. (DS 4/92)

The recognized economist P. Bunitsj sounded
the alarm on Monday in the old party paper
'Pravda': 'Pice reforms have not led to the

planned ises in production. On the contrary it
continues to fall dramatically.' The production
shrinkage now affects all sectors, light as well as

healy industry, energy sector and farming. Oil
and coal production continues to fall, with the
accompanying effects for domestic industry
production and foreign curency incomes. The
metalurgical industry shows all signs ofa crisis.
Bruritsj describes the fall in production in this
sector as frightening. Just as serious is the sifuation
in the consumer sector. Here production has
fallen with 15 to 30 %o in January alone, and
deliveries of meat, cereals and milk have been
reduced with around 30 %. Several places milk
production has come to a complete halt due to the
lack ofpacking. . . The banks can no longer supply
the customers with ruble notes, and even on the
blackmarket a shortage ofruble notes is reported.
(KK 05.02)

Thousands ofpeople, among them doctors of
medicine, teachers, drivers, cultural workers,

pilots, coal miners andjudges, are norv striking
for higher wages and better'*,orking conditions
in Russia. Wednesday 500 health workers from
the emergency clinic Sklij fosovskij stopped traffi c
in the centre of Moscow. In the town Pskov, 250
kilometres southeast of St. Petersburg, 1000
doctors declared a strike. A large number ol-
actions from many Russian towns are reported.
Among others the teachers, doctors, drivers and
judges in the home town of Yeltsin, Jekaterinburg,
are on strike. Rut so far only pilots in the town
Bilibini in Siberia, drivers in the textile town
Ivanovo near Moscow and the teachers in thc
town Tver have had their wage demands met.
The Russian govemment is now in direct
negotiations with the coal miners in Kusznesk
and Vorkuta who are preparing for a strike. Thcy
expect to have a concrete answer during next
week. Gold miners in Magadan, far east in
Russia, sent a letter to Yeltsin on Wednesday.
They demand that the government pays market
prices for the gold from the mines, and wages in
relation to the gold price. If this is not met, they
will start a general strike in their district. (KK
08.02)

Feb. 18, Kemerovo Region: Service and
restaurant workers - the example of miners,
drivers, teachers and medical personnel -ioined
the wave of protests against the administration

arxl l<rcal sovicts. They held a meeting near the
city hall. The workers of Novokuznetsk
lirrrnulatcd their demands. The store workers of
Mczhdurechensk set March 3 as the date for a

wrnring strike (US Bulletin Apr.92)
Lithunia: A 2-week republic-wide strike of

scrvicc workers begun Feb.3 has ended. The
govcrnment has begrur negotiating with the
slrikcrs who were protesting the plunderous

charactcr of the privatization of enterprises. The
dcmands were: l.Give the workers collectives
prclcrcntial rights during privatization processes.

2.Whcn converting an enterprise to a stock
company, allowthe workers to acquire unlimited
sharcs of their enterprise. 3.Forbid the resale of
an cntcrprise for 5 years from it was privatized.

4. (iuarantee conhol over the privatization process

by the creation of a three-sided commission with
reprcsentatives of state, purchasers and workers.
5. Conhscate enterprises ifthe newowners violate
thc privatization laws (there has been instances

of mass firrings)... Feb. l7: Negotiations between

service workers strikecommittee and governmort

concluded successfully - all demands were met.

Now, in the event of privatization, 5l% of the

stocks shall go to the workers. (US Bulletin
Apr.92)

l.ithuania: People oppose privatization in
different ways. The residents of the houses

retumed to the former owners have united into
"TheAssociation ofthe Soonto-beHomeless"...
they did notmanage to have the decree cancelled.

Thcv have however had some succcss in opposing

the officials and in refusing to give up their
homes... Before the privatization was suspended,

the collectives ofthe privatized enterprises tried
to postpone it on any pretext. Sometimes they
managed only by means ofphysical efforts. There

were many cases when workers applying for
shares in "their" enterprisesmade up andendless

queue and managed to push out the "aliens".
But the government introduced a system of
application by mail. Considering the situation to
be hopeless, the workers ceased respecting
property. Stealing began on an immense scale.

the market. ln February milk and other
goods arrived in the shops but at very
high prices, which is almost worse for
the poor because they can see the shops
full of goods but can't buy anything.
After that we have seen prices falling
somewhat. Not by government decree,
but only by the effect of the market
mechanisms; there wasnrt enough
people who could buy.
Couldn't the freeing of the prices have
been implemented earlier?

ln '86 a price reform could have been
possible. At first in ricing the price of
meat and milk which had no real
economic basis; they were so low that it
was not even profitable to produce. But
Gorbachev and the other officials were
frightened. For meat itwas only question
of rising it from 2 to 5 rubles a kilo.
Today after the freeing of the prices in
January 92, the official price is between
57 and 80 rubles a kilo. And at the free
market in Moscow from I50 to 200
rubles... The price reform was not
implemented in 86, now it is far more
painful.
How do the factories find raw
materials, parts, etc.?

There exists two parallell systems:
the old centralised system and a free
contract system. Between half and two
thirds of previous economic links
between factories are still there. Aside
of these links which were established
by the former planning system, new
links have been created bythe factories
themselves, mainly when the
subcontractors were too far away or not
competitive. So barter is therefore most
currently used between factories. For
example between the state farms and
the tractorfactories the officials d iscuss
how many kilos of meat could be
delievered against a new tractor. The

Russian life 'toush but bearable'
Leyla Boulton on liri,lgttand#s after two years of reforms
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Althoughthe numberofguards will soon surpass
the workers, everything portable disappears.

Serviceworkers were on strike... The government

had to make some concessions, but immediately
paid the workers back - parliament issued a law
which made strikes diffrcult. Unfortunately the
workers were not well anough organized to
consolidate their gains, but in the course of the
struggle the privatization laws became
"smarter", and the new government has

suspended privatization and is promising
additional rights to collectives wishing to become
proprietors oftheir anterprise. In spite ofall this
enterprises continue to be destroyed. The
administration often ruin the enterprises in order
toprivatize theranainingreal estate. (RLRno.2)

krdustrial production in the former Soviet
Union is steadily falling, the fall in January was

at least 17 %o. According to some indicators
production has almost come down to pre-war
levels. Coal production fell with l0 % and oil
production with 12 %o. Tractor production fell
with l0 % and the production of cars and railway
waggons for goods hansportation vnfrt 20 o/o.

Most discomforting is that production of rolled
steel sheets fell with 27 %, andthat indicates that
the situation in machineproduction inthe second
half of Febnrary and beginning of March quite
simply will be a catastrophy, it was said on TV.
(KK 25.02)

Miners in Kuzbas in Eastern Siberia have
declared an unlimited strike from Wednesday.
The strike, whichcripples several hundredmines,
is a protest against the Russian governmant. 'I&e
Russian gwernment allows a gigantic, artificial
dilference between the wage levels in the mines

and the workers in other industies', says the
message from the Council for trade unions
umbrella organisation. 'The strike in Kuzbas can
start similar actions in other Russian regions
such as Murmansk and hit all sectors of the
economy', says a leader of administration in the
regional centre Kusnetsk. (KK 1 1.03)

A March 13 session of the St. Petersburg city
teachers' strike committee discussed the results

SOME MATERIAI, ABOUT EX-USSR
Much material in this issue ofEc hanges islaken

from or based on the two first issues of RIISSIAN
LABOIIR REVIEW, puhtished by the l.abour
Information Centre "KAS-KOR".

The 3 fint issues ofRlR contains among other
things: No,l: * The trade union movement in Russia:
The years' result * Article and interview aboutthe air
traflic controllere' strike * The confiscation oftrade
union property * Soviel unions on the road to a

shameful death * A new role for the Russian unions *
Comments on the probable development of political
processes in Russia * Privatization in Russia I On the
mins of the CPSLI. No,2: i 'I'he Donbass strike I
l,ithuania: Privalization; Teachers strike * l.May in
Russia r Interview with the FNPR president * The
KSPR union federation * Collapse ofRussian health

care * Behind Yeltsin's defeat at the 8th congress;

Yeltsin's referendum 'victory' * Electroninc
communication and the Russian workers movemenl t
lnng article and witness account of the 1962
Novocherkassk workers uprising * Anumber of other
articles. No.3: i American lrade union missionaries:

The AIL-CIO in Russia * The emergence of fascist

ideology inthe labourmovernent * lJnemployment in
Russia: The reality * Provocation! A history of
Yeltsin's bloody coup * The workers' social and
political dernands 8 I'he FNPR makes its choice t
Trade union strategies in Russia - The example of
Cherepovets * The strike movernent 1989-92.

-RlR was supposed to appear quarterly at a

subscription price of$3O/year. but problems haveled

toonly 3 issues alltogetherin 93 and 94. Their address

is Russian Labour Review Moscow, P.O.Box 500,
Moscow 107061, Russia - CIS. But all subscription
enquiresmust be addressedto Russian fabor Review,
P.O.Box 8461, Berkeley, CA 94707, USA.

We also have two articles from a joumal no1

devoted especiallyto Eastern Europe: CAPITAL &
CLASS, Joumal of the Conference of Socialist
Economists. Address: CSE,25 Horsell Road, l,ondon
N5 lXL.

ofthe strike of school teachers on March 9. About
100 school teachers collectives took part in the
strike (27 collectives on an offrcial count) in 1 3

city districts. 14 schools went on strike at the
Vyborgsky district. Workers at a number of
kindergartens also took part init. Manycollecfi ves

wcrc not quite ready for the strike, and so the

bcginning ol the limitless strike was delayed.
'l'rving to head offthe strike committee initiative,
thc ofllcial trade union stated that it has been

ncgotiating teachers pay rises with the
adrninistration (IW June)

Ilussian consumers will not be able to enjoy
alrnost lrcc oil in unlimited quantities much
longcr. I)uring spring the prices ofenergy will be

lcl loosc. 'lhe consequenceswill be enormous for
thc whole of the Russian society. Originally the
govcmment wanted to free the energy prices

alrcady l. April, butyesterday Yeltsin said that
thc rclbnn has been postponed until the end of
May or beginning of June. The main reason for
this shall be for the farmers to finish their spring
work with cheap fuel. But Yeltsin stressed in a
mecting with Russian politicians in the Kremlin
yestcrday that the country could not escape the
'painhrl experience' free prices would imply.
()ne litre of gasoline, which now costs 1,40

nrbles, is supposed to cost l0 rubles. The only
exemption from the price reform is municipal
hcathing and public transport. Ifthe price increases

should also cover these fields, it would lead to
chaotic conditions in the big cities. Almost free

cncrgy was the pillar holding up the Soviet
empire duringwhat is today called'the stagnation

pcriod'. Russia's huge oil production was used to
lubricate both the Soviet society as well as tying
the allies in Eastern Europe closer to Moscow.
(nft 25.03)

Since Yeltsin freed the prices from the
bcginning ofthis year, the ruble has lost its value
with an astonishing speed in Russia and in the

other republics of the Cooperation of hrdependent
States (CIS). Goods ofeveryday need costs today
fi ve timesmore, themonthly rate ofinflation still
reaches almost 40Yo. "Earlierwewent shopping
witha I0 ntblesrofe ",aworkersays, "todaywe
nced a suitcase filled with ntbles". For one

dollar, worth 1,8 nrbles at the official fixed
comercial rate until this new year, perhaps as

much as 200 rubleshastobepaid -nobodyknows
lor sure... According to old communist habit so

state farms barter with fertiliser
factories, the machine tool factory and
so on. ln spite of this new way of
exchange, industrial production tends
to fall. The civil war in Armenia, the
difficulties in Georgia and Azerbaidan
have im portant econom ic conseq uences
because the factories in these states
don't any longer produce or don't
deliever goods to the other factories of
the union, which then in turn work
slower.

There are also some other problems.
Take the exam ple of the big lorry factory
Kamaz. Formerly factories, industrial
branches and states wanted a lorry. You
even had to bribe the Cosplan civil
servant to get more lorries. To build
these lorries Kamaz needs 200 parts
made by 200 factories in the union;
these factories are now free to fix the
price of their products. The result is
that the total cost of a Kamaz lorry has
rocketed to
500.000
rubles. No
factory in the
country can
afford this
price for a
lorry, so no-
body buys
them. All the
fi elds arou nd Kamaz are full of unsellable
lorries. What is Kamaz obliged to do? lt
can't buy anything any longer from its
subcontractors. These can't sell any-
thing to other factories than Kamaz, so
they have a second thought and lower
their price. The relationship between
factories are not only suffering from
interethnic problems, but from the
market mechanisms.

Restructuring is painful. Nobody
knows how long it will last. Everybody

te
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bank, goes to one ofthe newbanks. which now
are foturd ever),where. Last year at least 4000
newbanks were started in the CIS republics. But
what looks like a wave of new establishments, is

797 502

t<xrs, 75 oZ more than for example US steel works
pr<xlucc 'I'tre abundance led to a careless use of
mctal products over the years. Instead of
rcplaccmcnt parts new machines are often
prrxluced. Scrap metals, with which the metal
industry in the Federal Republic of Germany
covcrs almost one third of its need of raw
rnatcrials, are hardly processed anlvhere in
Russia. In order to produce one ton finnished
mctal, the stecl works in Russia produces one
and a halltons crude steel, one third is apparently
alrendy waste in the production. All these steps
arc lirrked to unnecessary use of electricity,
electricity which the anergy planners apparently
rrgcntly needs to produce in nuclear plants. Even
biggcr are the losses in the oil and gas industry.
I)ue to thousands ofleaks in the pipe lines and
damagcd pumping stations, in the production
and trans;xrrtation of nafural gas according to
cstimatcs o[Russian experts millions of tons of
thc vahurble energy re,source - more than one fifth
ofthc yearly production - is lost every year. This
loss alonc is sufficient tomeet the yearlyneeds of
(iennany. Comparable big quantities is lost in
the oi I industry - fron the derricks to the rehneries
- which pollutes the ground and ground water in
largc arcas. (DS l4l92)

'l'he price for gasoline rised Monday with 400
7o in Moscow, where a litre of ordinary gasoline
now costs 6 mbles. Since Jan. 6, when Yeltsin
removed price controls for most consumer goods,
the price for ordinary gasol ine has thus risen with
15OO yo. The price rise on Monday had been
dccidcd by the government last week and affects
only the Moscow region. The gasoline supplies
in thc city has been very bad for a long time,
leading to motorists having to wait as much as 3
hours at the gas stations. (KK 21.0a)
'l'eachcrs in at least seven Russian cities are on
strikc, protesting government austerity plans that
are slashing funding to education, health and
othcr s<rcial services as the government pursues
its ctlbrts to implement a market economy.
'l-housands of Moscow teachers blocked streets
Apnl 22 asprt ofthese ongoingprotests. Teachers

is waiting for an U-shaped curve,, i.e. a
rise after the fall of production. But will
this rise happen when the GNP has
fallen by 30%, 50||6 or 759{i? That will
effectively make a big difference
especially on the social level.
How many people are presently
unemployed?

There is only I million registered for
unemploymlent. ln reality there are far
more. For instance take the military
industry. Tens of millions of Russians
work there and produce nothing useful.
The factories of the military sector
pretend to serve the public, or serve the
big workshops. But in factthe technology
is not at all adapted to this, nor the
workers. Second example: agriulture.
Everbody knows that 2 million workers
will be sufficient, instead of the 2O
millions that presentlywork in the state
farms. But what willthe other I 8 million
do? Result: the old system of collective
farms is still in place and officially
nobody is umemployed. But most of the
farm workers work part time; they
receive a wage, are not registered as
unemployed and don't look for another
job. Between 30 and 40 % ofthe people
questioned recently have declared not
to be sure to keep their job. lt's quite a
lot.
Are the farmworkers of the collective
farms interested in becoming farmers
and to own the land?

It is difficult to answer. 20% of the
farm workers have declared ready to
become individual farmers; i.e. 4
millions, twotimes morethan needed in
a realistic prospect for agriculture.
Actually only 3% have already got a farm
or will have one soon; 8% say they are
ready to follow them; the others are
onlytalking abouttheirwishes but have
done nothing. The great majority of the

tcser'rcps 78/79

much money is printed qr the state and the
enterprises need. Andthat was inthepastmonths
more and more. In I 991 alone, almost five times
more new money came into circulation as the
prec eedi ng
year. Nobody
knowsexactly.
All figures
represent only
a delusive
exactness in
the economic
mess of the
decaying
ernpire. The
leader of the
Centre for
German-
Russian Co-
operation in
D0sseldorf once asked the Russian minister of
finances, who controls the ruble circulation. But
he didn't know either. When a minus in state
finances arises, the currency presses have to nrn.
When Yeltsin and the otherpresidents are going
torise theminimumwage inordertoalleviate the
exorbitant price rises - in the beginning ofApril
it is tobe doubled to 750 rubles -that can onlybe
achieved with fresh notes. But they have no
economic countervalue. The paradoxical result:
Rubles are in short zupply. But what Russia's
vice president and minister of fmances Jegor
Gaidar immediately saw as a herold of
normalisation, is nothing more than the final
symptom of hyper inflation: The shrinkage of
value ofthe money is bigger than the capacity of
the printing presses. The sale of commodities
then only earns worthless paper, therefore
production fell dramatically. Trade is substituted
for a shadow economy, in which only goods and
foreign curency counts. And because putting
money in the bank is madness, capital formation
does not take place, which would be necessary
for financing the wgently needed investments.
Anyone who are in a position to put money in a

nothing more than the expression of thc
widespread distrust ofstate banks. (DS l4192)

Until recently most anterprises didn't have to
pay anything for their electricity consumption
Also private households got their electricity at

extremely low prices. The result is a partly
enorrnous squandering throughout all fields ol
the economy. " Often the factory managers don' t
even lorcw how much electicis, their factorv
needs at all", says a Californian energy
economizer from Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory,
which for years has followed the anergy markct
in Russia. Therefore the per capita consumption
of kilowatt hours in the industrial regions arc
usually higher than in the western countries,
even though comfort and use of household
electrical appliances are at the level of a third
world country. An even greater contribution to
the squandering economy is performed by thc
dramatically obsolete Russian industrial structurc
and technology. Especially regarding iron and
steel the former central planers steered thc
economy on a - with western standards - crazy
squandering course and built up the capacity lor
a yearly production of more than 160 million
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are demanding an end to the E[rtbacks and a halt
to the practice of transferring educational
buildings to private ownership. Health care
workers are facing similar attacks, as supplies of
medicines have dried up and health care workers
have been denied wage increases even as prices
rise by 700 o/o and more. (IW July)

Prodrrctioncontinuestofall inRussia. Statistics
published Thursday shows that gross domestic
product fell with 14 %o in the first quarter this
year. The number of people with a wage below
the minimum wage to be implemented from 1

May - 900 rubles - has increased to 50 million...
Unemployment is rising, even if it has not
exploded in the way many feared. It rose from
70000 at new year to I 1 8000 by the end ofMarch.
Oil and gas production fell with 15 million
(metric) tons in the first months of this year
compared to the same months last year. Coal
productionalso fell. ApproximatelyTO000people
in the health service in Russia are now on strike.
This group is among the worst paid in Russia and
oftenearns only700 rubles. Onlypeopleworking
with emergencies and children are exempted
from the strike. Also a large number ofteachers,
this is also a group with lowwages, are on skike.
In all there were 260000 strike days in the first
three months this year. (KK 25.04)

Yeltsin's strong medicine is already causing
pain: most plants in the former Soviet Union are
so inelficient that, in the view ofthe International
Labor Organization, as mahy as 1 5 million people

- or 75 o/o of the Commonwealth of Independent
States' workforce - could be out ofwork by the
end of this year. Yeltsin's advisers admit that
their biggest tlreat comes from the factory floor.
Long before unemployment reaches the unheard
of level of 15 Yo, angry and desperate workers
would probably take to the streets in protest. That
in turn could effectively derail Yeltsin's entire
reform program... Yeltsin's team is determined,
therefore, to make an example of at least some
factories by allowing them to go bankrupt. kr
Nizlury Novgorod last week, one car factory
announced plans to lay off more than 10000

workers. The focal point of social unrest, if it
breaks out, is likely to be the hundreds ofsmall
cities that have grown up around single factories
during decades of socialist industrialization. If
any ofthose factories goes bankrupt, thousands
of workers would have nowhere to turn... Real
reforms, like the breakup ofRussia's monopolies,
will take time. But for the moment, Zakhatov has
17500 workers to feed, and like thousands of
factory bosses around the country he knows their
patience has limits. I.ast spring, 3000 Altai
workers went on strike for amonth to protesthigh
prices, stopping production in four workshops. ..

Some trade unions, formerly powerful arms of
the party, are alreadyorganizing opposition based
on workers' complaints. (Nw l8/92)

Since Yeltsin freed prices in January, inflation
has been running at 30 to 40 Yo a month. The
number of unemployed will swell this year from
under 200000 to more than 2 million. Some 39
million people, more than a quarter of Russia's
population, receive salaries below the official
poverty line. Supply bottlenecks are begiruring to
close down whole industries and threaten
widespread public unrest. "Vodka production
will stop in lviay" the labor newspaper Tmd
warned last week. That alone could trigger riots
in the streets. (Nw l8/92)

A strike by millions of Soviet doctors, nurses
and health care workers has shut down hospitals
and other facilities throughout the Russian
Federation. Doctors and medical workers in
Moscow voted to continue the strike Monday
after the city government failed to meet their
demands for increased wages and improved
working conditions. The doctors issued a

statement denouncing the disregard of the
capitalist restorationist regime in Moscow for
the health and very lives ofthe city's population
of l0 million. An increasingly large majority of
the people are not able to pay the escalating costs
of medical treatment. At the same time, public
hospitals are being ciosed down in growing
numbers and home care is being sharplycurtailed.
The strike has spread all the way to the Russian

Iiar liast, where almost all public medical
instilrrlions, including hospitals, clinics, a

diagnostic centre and pharmacies have been

shut down. Workers at the hospitals and clinics

population is in favour of private farms:
80% of the town people and 75% of the
country people... But it is aratherabstract
wish, certainly influenced bythe media,
because nothing happens... We have
questioned some people to know what
theythinkwould be the best organ isation
for ag ricultu re. 5 I %of the country-people
answered it would be the col lective farms.
Why ? Because these farms were for
years and still remain the pillars of the
social life in the countryside; they were
a guarantee against unemployment and
a guarantee of normal wages. The state
farms (and a part of the collective farms)
can provide accomodation and nursery
schools to the families, and these farms
also offer some help to their members to
cultivate their individual plot. lt will be
very dangerous to destroy all that. Most
of the people are afraid to lose these
advantages. They don't want to become
com petitors, strangers among strangers.
Are town people, like country people,
frightened by the new economy offree
enterprise?

It is a matter of generation. Young
people aren't. The others are. 30% of the
total population are ready to settle their
own business, but only I 2% have tried to
do so - they belong to the former middle
class. 60 to 70% of the town people
under 30 want to settle their own
business. What are they doing? They
buy, they sell, some are speculators,
some others are in cooperatives, or have
shops, small restaurants... Quite a lot of
people keep their main job and have a
second professional activity: they
produce for their own business or for a
cooperative, using the material of the
state company. Result: a better quality
and more money. For instance all the
drivers of the factories or offices use
company cars during the weekend to go
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belongingtothe Vladivostokryilways annormced
a 'warning strike' last weekend. Underthe strike
plan, medical workers have now stopped issuing
prescripions and carrying out routine
examinations. If their demands are not met by
mid-May, they plan to halt all medical services...
The health care workers themselves are among
the lowest paid in the country. Even doctors in
Moscow average a salary of only 928 roubles a
month. The new official minimum wage is 900
rubles and Moscow's statistics agency estimates
that a salary of2000 rubles amonth is neededjust
to meet basic expenses. The strikers are also
demanding action to counter a critical staffrng
shortage. "We have only 63 % ofthe doctors we
need to work in ambulances and 86 % of the
assistants , ' ' declared a strike leader at Moscow' s

ambulance station. Workers are called upon to
work as much as 72 concecutive hours. (The
Bulletin 08.05)

In the Kuzbas region, for example, four time
zones eastofMoscow, aminer'spaynowaverages
12500 rubles per month ($125). This is five
times the average Kuzbas worker's pay of2500
rubles... In Russia, wage levels have fallen so

much relative to prices that more than 90 % ofthe
working people now have incomes below the
subsistence level of I 500 nrbles per month. (ITT
27.0s)

The Russian money presses are nrnning at
high speed. This summer alone a largerammount
of money has to be printed than in the past 30
Soviet years. Six months ago the Central Bank
estimated the need at 500 billionrubles, whereas
nowfinancial experts estimates a need ofalmost
a trillion because ofthe gigantic price and wage
rises. Cash is lacking everywhere: Companies
alone are 73 billion rubles in debt to their
employees. Vice Prernier Gaidarblames technical
difliculties: The printing presses can not keep
pace with the production of the newly issued five
thousandnote (withoutLenin's head). Fromnow
on rubles will also be printed in offset. The
chairman of the financial commission in the
Russian Parliament thinks that the risk offorgery

is small: 'That business has completely converted
to dollars'." (DS 22/92)

Riga tansport workers threaten a general strike:
Bus drivers held a 4 hour warning strike Feb.13,
demanding higherwages, employment guarantees
and organization of a union that excludes
management representatives. Tram drivers
announced their support for the bus drivers and
put forth theirorrn demands for increasedwages.
Taxi drivers also threaten to strike because they
are threatened bymass unemplolrnent due to the
lack of oil in the Republic and privatization.
Taxi-drivers insist they must have preference in
buying their cars. A compromise was reached on
February 28. The government promised to add
1 60 million rubles this year forbus transportation
and I T0milliononelectrictransport. Thetransport
workers will get money obtained by price rises of
alcohol. A free tariff was introduced and
rurprofitable routes abolished... Ornsk workers
occupy the Marx works: On Febr. 25 and 26, the
workers of the shop N6 at the Karl Marx plant
remained at their workplaces and spent two
nights in the shop. Thus they protested against
decreasing production and the planned layoffof
1500 workers... Belams: "Italian" strike: The
Independent Miners' Union of Belarus called a

strike Feb. 11, after negotiations with the
governmenton a generaltariffagreementreached
a deadlock. This became inevitable when the
Council ofMinisters sentpeople withoutauthority
to the negotiations. The union called for an
"Italian" strike, but the strike committees of
two mines stopped work fully. Miners from
Donbass (the llkraine), Vorkuta (Russia) and
Karaganda (Kazakhstan) expressed their support
of the Belorussian miners and warned that they
may stop loading coal to Belarus. (IW May 1 992)

The Russian state bank has made public that
the note presses shall speed up. During June
there will be printed notes at a value of 140

billion rubles. In a country where a normal
months pay is about 1000 rubles, this is an
enornous amount ofmoney. Still it isjust about
what is needed to cover wages and pensions for

which thc state is in arrears. The 140 billion
which shall be printed this month is most likely
only an omen ofeven bigger numbers ofnotes to
bc printed in .luly andAugust. When the lack of
notcs is overcome, the consequence is most
likely to be a fast rise of inflation. Several

Moscow papers predict a condition ofuncontolled
inflation to come within two or three months."
(Afl03.06)

'[ o thc population in his home district Yeltsin
brought one good piece of news: The huge

arnrarnerts factories in the district shall be allowed
to scll armaments abroad, and to keep for
thcmselves 80 per cent ofthe incomes offoreigh
exohange. these incomes the enterprises shall
trc allowed to use to buy consumer goods. The
offer from Yeltsin is likely to be well received.
All olthe Sverdlovsk district in the Urals is more
or lcss dependent on the armaments industry.
Ilussia's own need for new weapons is about

to reach zero. A result ofYeltsin's reform
politics might thus have been that his
old home town and power base
would become an industrial
desert. Yeltsin also
promised the people of
the Urals that more
noles shall
bc printed. In
many indus-
trial cities all
over Russia
the workers
have threat-
ened with a

general strike
recently if
moremoneyis
not produced.

Wholemining
districts have
also threat-
ened with ftrll
stop in prod-
uction if

to the countryside to buy vegetables
and meat and to sellthem on the markets
of the big cities.
Are these parallel circuits growing in
importance?

It is difficult to answer; these circuits
are not new and apparently they have
stabilised. But what is more interesting
is to know which part in this 'side
economy' is healthy and which is not
healthy,whatcan be
linked to specul-
ation and cor-
ruption.
And what
is the
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Moscow not immediately <ispatch billions of
rublesduetotheworkers. Due tothe fastinflation
an acute shortage ofnotes has developed and in
many enterprises the workers have not been paid
in several months. (Aft 09.06)

The depressed silence at the gate to the
Severnaya mine outside the grey Siberian coal

town Kamerovo is about to
break astalk is growin louder
about a new miners strike. In
the rich Kusbass diskict in
Siberia thousands of miners
have not received their wages

for several months due to the
acute shortage of money.
Miners in Kusbass produci:
between 35 and 50 7o ofRussia's
coal, but that can end any day if
the threatened strikes are started.
Both the miners and Yeltsin knows
that the stakes are high. Coal is
the basis of Russia's metal and
energy industry and a strike would
hit Russia's precarious economy

hard. This would not be the first
strike in Kamerovo. In '89 miners marched out of
the mines and gathered in the city centre in
protest against everything from lowwages to the
lackofsoap inthe mine'sbathrooms. Theyended
up with support both from the inhabitants of the
city as well as president Gorbachev. Today the
miners in Kamerovo earns 250 dollars a month,
20 timestheaverageinRussia. The shikeresulted
among other things in the right to payment for the
two hours used to walk through the several
kilometres long dark pits every day. But it is
more and more typical that what counts in Russia
today is not what you earn, but what is indeed
paid. At atime when coal production is desperately
needed to keep the factories nrnning, the miners
know that they have a strong hand. Each month
theminersreceive coupons that canbe exchanged
in the bank for money, but now there are not
enough money because to little money is printed.
TheGovernmentpromiseto speedupthe printing

of notes, but the stagnating coal industry can
collapse anyhowas a consequence ofthe Russian
industry notbeeing able to change to newways of
operating. (KK 11.06)

The shike wave in the former USSR has now
also reachedthe South Pole: I 30 scientists at five
Antarctic stations no longer transmit research

results to Moscowas long
as their wages, currently
100 US dollars a month.
are not increased. Their
pay is 'hardly enoughfor
paying the food for their
families ' at home, the
researchers complained in

a transmission to 'the intemational
community'. Currently in Russia
almost all groups of employees
threaten with strike - either, in order
notto completelyloose in the inflation
race (740 7o the latest four months),
or in order to have any cash paid at
all. Entcrprises and aulhorities arc
often in arrears since February with
wages, because the note presses

aren't printing enough larger notes. Doctors and
teachers have already managed to figfit for a pay

rise. Miners, workers atthe oil helds, workers in
light and textile industries have publicly called
strikes. (DS 25192)

Yeltsin the populist is responding to an alarming
state ofaffairs: life in
Russia has become so

difficult under the
price reform that many
Russians look back to
Stalin's time with
nostalgia. Prices have
increased so muchthat
though there are goods

in the stores, nobody
can afford them. Last
weekthepriceofbread
bread andmilk, essen-
tial for pensioners,

doubled. Meanwhile, privatisation has been

blocked by hardJiners and bureaucrats. As a
result, there is still no competition. State factories,

oflcn monopoly producers, frequently decide it's
nrore profitable to produce less and keep prices
high, so production has plunged. Virtually the
only business being conducted is speculation,
profiteering driven by soaring inflation. (Nw25/
92)

'l'hanks to the government's 'easy-money'
policy, reform has so far produced neither
banknrptcies nor massive unemploynent, despite

a twentyfold increase in consumer prices. The
second wave ofreform that is to unfold over the
surnmer and fall will be much more painful"

Russian economists predict that between now
and the end of 1992, unemployment in Russia

will jump from less than 150000 to4 million. Up
to 113 of all state
enterprises could be

declared technically
insolvent. (Nw 26192)

Things are so bad that
Russia may be the only
nation in the worldwhere
people knorvingly buy
burned-out light bulbs
lrom curbside salesmen.

Why? 'Ihey can't ltnd
new ones in ordinary
shops and don't want to
risk arrest by stealing
themfromwork. Butthey
can unscrew a working
light bulb at the offrce to
take home, and no one
will be the wiser as long
astheyhavea blownbulb
to replace it. So now
Russians line up to buy
dead li ght bulbs. QrIw 2 8/
e2)

'fhe workers at one of
Russia's biggest nuclear
powcr plants, Krasno-

share of what we can call the 'grey
economy', which is actually a non-official
market economy and which already
existed ten years ago, correcting the
defects of the state economy. What is
today most serious, is that corruption
has become very common and accepted:
everybody agree with the fact that
everybody is trying totake advantage of
his official position. Under Bresjnev,
most of the people were frightened and
did that in hiding. Today it is done
openly. For instance, to get I I hectares
of land, the official price is 400,000
rubles. At the parallel market you can
get it for I million of rubles. lt is out of
reach: the only remaining way to get it
is to bribe the district official.

Seen from Paris the
economical and
social situation
looks explosive. Yet
there are very few
demonstrations.

Yes, communists
and conservatives
organised a demon-
stration: they hoped
for 50,000, there
wasonly 10,000.The
overwhelming
majority of the
population don't
believe that social-
ism is the answer to
their sufferings.
Even having said
that, the present
social quietness
remains a mystery.
ln my opin-ion, six
explanations can be
given:

LThe importance
of the 'g rey
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jarsk in Siberia, threatens witf a strike ifthey are

not paid their wages soon, Interfax reported on

Swrday. A strike can lead to the reactors' nuclear
kernel becoming unstable says a telegram from
the trade rurion to Yeltsin. (VG 13.07)

The Russian government is now printing 260
billion rubles each month... The big increase is
due to the introduction of a new 5000 rubles note
in July. Some western economists fears that this
gigantic amount of notes can lead to hyper-
inflation. Prices are currantly rising with l5-17
% monthly. Russia has a chronic shortage of
cash. Many workers have had to go for months
without receiveing their wages. (Aft 07.08)

People in Russia experience every reform as a

social step backwards. Today an average family
must spend half their low income on food, last
year a third was suflicient. A loaf of rye bread,

last year 12 kopek, today costs hturdred times
more: 12 rubles. The price for butter rose from 4
to 200 rubles a kilo. Milk became 26 times more
expensive. Often the employees receive no
money. Whole staffs wait two months and longer
fortheirwages and salaries, because the state can

not print enough money. In May the arrears with
wage and pension payments amounted to
approximately 80 billion DM. No wonder that
according to experts at one economical institute
in Moscow already 40 % of the inhabitants in the
capital are 'almost exclusively'fed on bread,
potatos and cabbage. The hoarded reserves are

nrnning out. 'Now refrigerators and cellars are
becoming emp4l ', a Moswoc historian explains
families growing fright of the future. The fright
is appropriate. The production of Russian
enterprises are falling. Whether food, industrial
or export goods, everywhere a two digitminus for
the six first months this year was recorded. The
traditional production structures are

disintegrating, and a new order is nowhere to be

seen. (DS 29192)
Russian air controllers went on strike yesterday,

but the airlines report that haffic runs as usual
and that staffat some ofthe bigger international
airportshad ignoredthe strike call. The airtrafEc

controllers wants the government to honor earlier
promises of wage rises and that a committee
responsible for air traffrc control shall be
established. They demand a monthly wage of
30000 rubles, which is more than 20 times the
minimum wage of 1350 rubles. It has been
difficult to estimate how effective the strike has

been nationally. The govemment has declared
the strike illegal. A civil servant ofRussia's air
transport deparhnent says that military manpower
has been tansfered to civilian airports to maintain
safety. The air traffrc controllers have earlier
tlreathened with strike, but negotiations have

always averted the strikes in last minute. (Aft.
16.08)

Passenger fury and a tough line from
government negotiators brought an early end to
Russia's firstnatioal airtraffic controllers' strike
yesterday. The controllers, who were demanding
pay rises, had gone on strike at 1 Oam on Saturday
alter two rounds of talks with the vice president.

Reports from provincial cities said angry
passengers besieged air traflic control towers to
force the controllers back to work. Several airport
managers apparantly declined to hold back the
crowds who found.theirwaytothe control rooms
andharangued andevenbeatthe controllersuntil
they agreed to end their strike. AtPulkovo airport
outside St. Petersburg, controllers were reported
to have errected barricades to fend offa crowd of
frustrated passengers... The strike shut down 50

ofRussia's I 30 airports, including St. Petersburg.

(The Times 17.08)
Wolski: Recently I was in Ivanov, a town of

solely textile workers. There unernploymant is
threathening because the Central Asian republic
only sell their cotton against hard currencies. But
also the work done has not been paid for two
months, because there is no cash. That is really
absurd and is driving us towards the rebellion
which I fear. The people is about to loose its
patience... Billions ofroubles are not printed on
time. The Moscow champagne factory pays its
workers in kind. A factory in Schuchowo its
workers with bicycles for children. (DS 31/92)

A loaf of black bread costs l0 times more than
last year, a litre milk 20 times more, a kilo meat
is to have for 50 to 300 roubles depending on
quality. Earlier the state shops only offered the
inferior qualities, and then only occationally.
Nowthe shops are full. Last time that was so was

before the first world war. But few can buy what
is offered, because the average monthly wage is
4400 mbles. (DS 35/92)

An indefinite general strike yesterday paralysed

Ukrainian airports and railway stations, just as

the cotmtry prepared to join the International
Monetary Fund... Most Ukrainian air traflic
conhollers, many rail workers and some of the
powerful coalminers' organisations heeded a

call by the Federation of Indepandant Trade
Unions andtook to the picket lines in an effort to
force the government to grant the unions official
status. Most of Ukraine's airports were closed,

and trains were halted outside many cities.

Coalminers, potentially the biggest political threat
to the government, participated less
enthusiastically, however, with only 3040 %
cent stopping work. (FT 03.09)

The government statement also called on the
Ministry of Defence to provide Kiev with air
traffic controllers and to allow planes to land at
a nearby military base. More than 400
international and domestic flights had to be

cancelled at Kiev's two airports because of the
strike. A handful oftrains initially scheduled to
leave Kiev on Wednesday finally departed on

Thwsday... Air traflic controllers, pilots, hain
engineers and other ground personnel began a
strike on Wednesday after the government failed
to meet their demands for higher pay, more
vacation time and better working conditions
during six weeks of discussions prior to the
walkout. hon and coal miners walked out at
several mines in the country as well. (Wall St.

Journal 04.09)
A strike wave has crippled Ukraina since the

beginning of September. The strikes, organised

bythe independenttrade union federation, started

among coal miners and has spread to railway

economy', which makes me think that
the actual economical situation is less
disastrous than we could believe from
the official figures.

2. Not everybody has lost purchasing
power the past two years: new g roups of
people have become richer and they
have a real influence in society.

3. Quite a lot of families have stocks
offood, an average from one and an half
month to two months, some up to six
months.

4. Western humanitarian help allowed
to give food tothe elderlies, the disabled,
etc. This help concerns nearly 7% of the
population.

5. The factories often own farms which
provide food to theirworkers in addition
to the salary.

6. The population is relatively well
equipped with cloths, shoes, etc., a
situation which allows most of the
families to use a large part of their
income to buy food this winter.

Among all these reasons which can
explain why the situation is calm, most
of them are cunjunctural. What about be
the future? The living conditions can
deteriorate more. And nothing allows
us to pretend that the Russian people
will stay quiet any longer. According to
the present polls, 40% of the population
support Yeltsin (against 56% in
December). lt is not yet catastrophic.
Don't you think that Yeltsin will have
difficulties with the autonomous
republics which are still part of the
Russian Federation?

It is now the third step in the
desintegration of the Union: after the
Warsaw pact, after the USSR, now the
Russian Federation hasto be dismantled.
It is always the same process. There is in
fact a political (or ethnical) current of
'repulsion' and an economical current
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workers and air traflic contrdlers. The unions
demand a threefold wage rise and the equal
rights for all hade unions. (Arbetarar 18.09)

600 big enterprises, as for instance the car
factory in Nischni Nowgorod, are sending their
workers home because lack ofdeliveries. In the
Moscow factory 'Red Proletarians' most of the
assembly lines stands still; the former model
factory in machine tools production produces for
the stocks while demand is low and prices high
- as do the other fossiles ofthe planned economy.
In August Russia's industrial production fell by
27 o/o. Oil fields were closed. Coal mines are
stopping production. In the Moscow Sil factory,
producing lorries and the representative cars of
the Kremlin, the 120000 strong workforce
defended thernselves against privatisation. They
demanded job security and also the formation of
a citizens militia for struggle against mafia and
speculation. (DS 40/92)

'It is easy to say that we need a tight monetdry
policy. But that can only be achieved tothe pice
of mass unemploytnmt and unrest in society.',
says A. Chandrujev, vice president ofthe Russian
national ba*. 'In/lation is now between 25 and
30 per cent each month and may be 2000 per cent
at the end ofthis year. From July to September
the state budget deficit grew from 457 billion
roubles to 1.2 tillion rubles. Duing this year
shop pices have grotwr twenty times. Wages in
the same peiod have grown about jive times.'
(GP) 18.10)

The Federation oflndependent Trade Unions
called for working collectives to take to the
streets OcL 24, hold demonstrations and demand
thatthe Russian government and local authorities
steer the economic reforms more toward the
favour of the workers... Actions took place in 56
out of 60 administrative centers of the Russian
federation. Rallies were held not only in
administrative centers but also in small towns.
(Russian Labour Review 1/93)

Ukraine: The amount of money is 40 times
bigger than one year ago, and thus the rate of
inflation is 30 % a month. At the same time

industrial production has fallen with 50 %. (Ab
07.11)

Lithuania: On average prices have increased
2200 % since 1990, industrial production the
frst 10 monthsthisyemfellwith48,5 %compared
to the same period last year - and with 1 3 % from
September to October this year. (Aft 16. I l)

The sharp downturn ineastern Europe andthe
former USSR has deepened this year and for
mostoftheregionwill continueinto'93, according
tothe UnitedNations Economic Commission for
Europe. h its EconomicBulletinpublishedtoday,
it says output in '92 has fallen even in those
countries expecting a recovery , and'most people
have had to endurefurther cuts in their standards
of living'... However, in the former Soviet
republics economic decline has accelerated in
'92 and short term prospects 'leave little room

for optimism '... h the CIS economic activity fell
by nearly a fifth in the first half of this year, to
about 30 % below 1989 levels. In Russia alone,
the ECE expects net national production (output
excluding services) to drop by a quarter in '92, a
fall of 36 %o since'89. kr the three Baltic states
the sihration has been worse still . In Latvia, GDP
inthe firsthalfoftheyearwasnearlyathirddown
on 12 months earlie\ 'the largest decline in any
transition economy not racked by civil war or
armed contlict '. (FT 07.12)

A book robbery has taken place at the
Lomonosov Library in Moscow. Robbers
overpowered the staffand stole 124 expencive
books and manuscripts. Some of thern from the
14th century. (GP 14.12) Surely Russia must be
one ofthe few countries where there is no use in
robbing a bank and thus better to rob a library.

Reality at the moment looks different.
Production and standard of living fall without
stop: After an 8 % fall in' 9 1, the industrial output
will fall with another 20 Yo. For basic food,
workers' and employees' familiesmustusemore
than half of their earnings (1990 25 %),
pensioneers even 90 %. Monthlyrate of inflation
is higher than 20 o/o. By estimates by the Harvard
economist Jeffry Sachs it has reached l0 o/o a

week - that would be 14000 % a year. Inthe state

finances of Russia 2870 billion roubles are

missing. That is the sum of the pensions of 40
million citizens for three years... The powerty
line will be at 4000 roubles (21 kilo of meat) a

month, according to estimates by the Russian
ministry of labour: subsistence minimum for 50

million citizens, every tlird citizen ofthe Russian

federation. At this social line ofdernarcation the
danger ofexplosion is growing. (DS 50/92)

1993
A chronicle ofthe disintegrotion ofa society.

The result is the creeping hyper:inflation, now
more than 30 Yo a month, which threatens to
undermine Ukraine's fledgling currency, the
coupon... Moreovetr, last month the government
issued a firther Rbs229bn in subsidies to coal

and agriculture which will push the budget defi cit
towards 40 o/o of gross domestic product for'92.
(FT 0s.01)

Russia's productivity showed a dramatic and

accelerating decline over 1992 in line with a

sharp fall in industrial output. Productivity fell
by 24 o/o over the year, according to figures
released yesterday by the independent Russian
research centre Macroecon-Link. This compares

with a productivity drop of 8 % in '91 . The fall in
Russia's already low productivity rate is directly
attributable to the phmge inproduction in nearly
every sector over 1992 - while relatively few
workers have been laid off Macroecon-Link
estimates that in all main spheres of industrial
and energy production, except for gas and
electricity, the decline in productivity has been

on average 75-20 o/o in '92 compared with '91,
and around 25 o/o carpared with '90... In some

sectors - as in fabrics and shoes - the decline in
output over the two years from '90 to '92 was
between a third and a half. ' 'Productionfell most
in branches vhich are directly depmdent on

imports of raw material and component Wrts
(non-ferrous metals, electronics, light industry,

of attraction. The political side is
stronger presently. lf Corbachev had
followed what Sakharov proposed at the
beginning of 1989, the Union could
have been preserved with peace
proposals to the Baltic states. Similarly,
Yeltsin has without doubt still the
possibility to preserve the Russian
federation if the claims of the republics
are reasonable. The example of the Baltic
republics could incitethem to be careful.
The Estonians thought that the
independence would improve their
situation. But they underestimated the
economic links and the crisis is deeper
in Estonia than in Russia ... Anyway I am
notveryoptimistic. As a Russian proverb
says: a bad example always is followed.
Already two ethnic groups, the Tatars
and the Thetchens in Caucasia claim
their independence and I fear they will
be followed by others.

.f{.i::
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chemicals and petrochemica*), and in thefood
industry due to the absence of effective demand
and strict limits on the use of raw materials, "
Macroecon-Link says. . . In the last quarter of '92,
however, Mr. Gaidar was able to bring credit and
budgetary spanding mder greater control - taking
inflation down from 33 7o a month inNovember
to25 Vo in December. (FT 06.01)

When Russians complain about the failures of
economicreform, they pointto cities likelvanovo.
A largetextile center24O kilometersnortheast of
Moscow that once clothed half the army and

produced one ofeveryfour square yards offabric
in the Soviet Union, Ivanovo is suffering by any

measure. Outputhas dropped byhalf, warehouses

are empty and raw materials are almost
trnavailable. Many thousands ofpeople formally
onployed are actuallyon'forcedvacation', trying
to survive in a time of raging inflation while
receivinglessthan20 % oftheirnormal salaries...

Old ties are frayed or sundered. The cotton-

growing republics of central Asia, some torn by
civil strife, are growing less cotton and finding
more prohtable places to sell than lvanovo. And
state orders have dried up... For the workers, the
great majority of them women, results are stark.
Frolov (Ivanovo's largest textile factory) once

had 6500 employees, but now many machines
are covered, the lines shut down. Only 2000
people come to work making an average monthly
salary of5000 rubles, including bonuses of$ I 2,
less than the Russian average of about 7300

rubles. The rest ofthe employees, who are formally
on contract, are told to stay home. They get 75 %
of the minimum wage of 1380 rubles or 1035

rubles. (IHT 06.01)
The former KGB general Sterligov in Moscow

confirmed the setting up of Russian volunteer
grotps "which shall help orr brothers in
Yugoslavia". The deputy from St. Petersburg,

Beljajev, explained in 'Radio Rossia' how he

had inspected two such companies in Bosnia,

whose mercenaries fought for 8000 roubles a
month 'for the orthodox belief and slavism"
and who "no more took pisoners ". For the

chauvinist Beljajev that is a test case, because

' 'it will soon be a civil war also rz Rzssia ' '. (DS

u93)
Just before christrnas Serbian militia men

received unexpected re-enforcemgnts at the front
close to Trebinje in southern Bosnia.

Approximately one thousand Russians in cossack

uniforms had come as volunteers:.. The informal
alliance between Russian and Serbian nationalists
have takenmanydifferent forms. Thepastmonths
writers and politicians have traveled between

Moscowand Belgrade to give support and advice.

Whether the Serbs have received economic
support is yet unclear, but Russian volunteers
sent by nationalist organistaions have joined

Serbian armed groups. (Arbetaren 3/93)
Ethnical cleansing in Tadsjikistan. Tens of

thousands Tadsjikians flee on home made rafts

and empty oil barrels over the river Oxus during
the night. They paddle from island to island
towards safety in the neighbouring country
Afghanistan. According to the UN 5000 cross the
border every night. Russian officers manning the
border stations, say that thousands ofwomen and
children have died due to cold and rmder-

nourishment during the escape... The counky on
the border of the Pamir mountains, closed in by
China, Afghanistan and Usbekistan, have become

the paradise of outlaws. Unorganised gangs

ravage. They are supported by the country's
former communist lords who retained power
after beeing overthrown in Septernber by pro.
islamic forces... Even though the refugees and
their armed men are accused for being islamic
firndamentalists, their real crime is coming from
a particular region, from Garm in the north of
Tadsjikistan. (KK 1 5.01 )

Prices in Russia now rise with between 55-

60% eachmonth. This is twice the inllation atthe

THE DIFTERENT UNIONS
IN RUSSIA

The following is only some briefnotes about the large

number trade union initials and structures existing in
Russia today. It is difficult if not impossible, to know
exactly their importance and real influence. It is even

more difficult to situate their positions in relation to lhe
political parties which exist ortry to constitute themselves.

Below, the intialsare abbreviatiom ofthe name in Russian.

The full name has been translated into English (in some

cases followed by abbreviation often used in English).

FNPR - Federafion oflndependent Trade Unlons
of Russla @ITUR). The word 'independent'shouldnot
create any illusions. This Gderation islie legal successor

of the offrcial and only trade union in the bolshevik-

stalinist system. It has preserved its propetty, bureauratic
structure and most ofthe rank and file ofthe old unions -

i.e. its 'transmission belts'. The fact that it still takes care

ofthe management ofsocial advantages at all levels partly

explains that it has kept most ofthe workers in its most

important sectors: the military complex, metallaurgical,

sea,textile... The FNPR is stillthe largestunionfederation
in Russia, structured according to branch and territory
principles, organising more than 907o ofthe workforce,

counting maybe as many as 65 million mernbers. In
principle the FNPR aftirms its indepence vis-a-vis the

currents ofthe ex- communist party like that ofYeltsin. It
is close to managers of the big (state or privatised)

enterprises. (1) The FNPU (Jkrainian Federation of
Independent Trade Unions) is the equivalent in lJkraine to
the FNPR.

NPG- IndependentMners' TradeUnlon Founded

in 1990 at the second Congress of Miners ofthe USSR.

After the disinegration ofthe USSR the NPG changed

name to the International Independetrt Miners' Trade

Union. It federates the miners' unions in Russia (NPGR"

60000 membem), Belorussia (NPGB) and Kazakhstan

(NPGN). Itcould appeartobe influencedbyt}r American

unionfederation AFLCIO. Afterthe FNPR, it'sthe most

powerflrl ofthe unions.

KSPR - Russlan Confederation of Free Trade
Unlons Founded in 1990, this union count less than

50000 members, regrouped in 12 territorial and 2

professional (mititary and metal sector). Position: could

appear in a certain sense close to militant unionism/

syndicalisnr, disclaiming to be close to any ideology

except that of protection ofthe workers and refusing to

work with state agencies because ofits opposition to the
govemmentufi ich itmeans stillrepnesents the'oldsysan',
but otherwise collabcationist and politicallyvery patiotic.

SOTSPROF -Association of SocialTrade Urdons.
Formed in'89, conglomerateofsmall union organisalions
(for example for miners, mechanics, radio operators) in
enterprises throughout Russia. For the 'free atterprise',
openly liberal leadenhip followingmore or less the policies

ofthe govenmrert. Position: ' ' It's better for the workers
when thefreemarket and thefree enterprise dominate."

It exists quite n lot of other small organisations
which it is difficult to waluate the importance of or give

the positions ofin the turbulent conditions ofpresent-day
Russia. We only grve some names appearing here and

there:

PLSGA- CMI AviationAlrPenormelTrade Unlon.

Independort union ofcivil aviation pilots established in
'89 - more than 40000 members in 160 union branches.

FRAD - Alr Traffic Controllers Trade Unlon
Federatlon. Formed in '89, around 5000 members.

SMOT. Trade unionist ac'tion group formed by
dissidents in '78, today appears to be monarchisl groups

in Moscow, St.Petersburg Smolensk, Tver and Minsk.

"I)efence", Union organism consisting mainly of
membem ofthe 'Marxist Workers Party', with cells in
many Russian cities.

MFP - Moscow Federation of Trade Unions.
Associated to FNPR.

STK - Unlon of Labour Collectlves. Formed as a

reaction againgt the law on state enterprises reducing the

riglrts ofthe labour collec'tives (STKs) in the enterprises,

regrouping several dozens STKs ofdifferent entetprises.

Intestate Union of L.C.'s (MSTK) formed in '91.
KAS - Confedertdonof Anarcho-Syndicaltst local

groups in 15 Russian and llkrainian cities, as many

syndicalist groups worldwide just as much a politicaV

activist organisations as a trade union.

(1) From Russian Labour Review no.l: "St.
Petersburg: The union committee from the 'Arsenal'
factory came up with the idea offorming an association of
wage labourers inside their trade union federation- The
problern isthat ac.cordingtothe s'tatutesof FNP& which
includes the majority of the workers in the country, the

workets cannot sepmate thernselves from management
who are also union mernbers.
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end of last year. .. That things dte worse than ever

for the rouble, was dernonstrated yesterday u'hen,

for the first time in modern times, it was possible

to change one American dollar into 500 Russian

.roubles on the street in Moscow. Some black

market traders were even willing to give 515

roubles for the dollar. . . Ifthe government can not

stabilize the value of money, the flight from the

rouble will strenghten itself. Inflation will then

live its own life, independent of what the

goverrment does. (Aft 21.01)

As the disintegration of a once proud army

accelerates, with hundreds of thousands

servicernen left without anployment and housing,

signing up as a mercenary provides a convenient

alternative. Russiannewspapersarenuminglong
lists of descharged soldiers who never made it
home to their families and are presumed to be

dead or fighting in the pay of various ethnic

armies battling for power. Joumalists who drift
from one hot spot to another in the former Soviet

Union often run into the same mercenaries, uiho

shuttle between combat zones, Not only former

servicemen but also civilians motivated by
ideology or love of adventure and money are

joiningthe ranks ofthese newsoldiers offorhrne.

The state ofaffairs is reminiscentofAfrica inthe
1960s, when white mercenaries made a living
fighting in wars in the continent's newly
independent states. Outside the Caucasus,Russian

mercenaries have turned up in Moldova and

Tajikistan. There have been numerous reports of
whole companies ofRussian' volunteers' fighting
on the side of the Serbs in what used to be

Yugoslavia, and at least 30 Russians are known
tohavejoinedtheFrench ForeignLegion. Russian

soldiers deployed in some of the civil war zones

do not even have to desert to make a few rubles

onthe side:they can simplyroll out theirtanks to

do some freelance fighting and then retum to
theirbarracks to wait for the next moneymaking
foray. (Time 25.01)

Armenia's president Ter-Petrosian is now
forced to ask the country's former archanemy

Turkey for help to secure electricity supply.

Major parts of the former Soviet republic,
including the capital Jerevan, is almost completely

shut offfrom deliveries of anergy. Armenia have

earlier received deliveries from Russia through

the neighbouring republic Aserbajdsjan, but the

bloody conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh has led
to deliveries no longer aniuing. The salvation

has until now been a gas pipeline from
Turknenistan through Georgia, but on Friday
this last life line was broken by an explosion in
theAbkhasianrebelregionofGeorgia.(Aft 26.01 )

Armenia is now into an acute economic crisis,

and gas and electricity deliveries has been reduced

to a minimum. Hundreds of factories have been

forcedtoclose downbecause they don't have fuel
and raw materials. (Aft 03.02)

The huge Moskvitsj factorieshave closed down,

the cars no longer receives engines from the

Urals city Ufa, because the engine factory is also

closed down - after the armed forces have stopped

payment for its orders, which made up for 75 o/o

ofthe production. Step by step the old system

grinds to a halt. Companies keep their money for
themselves, taxes are no longer paid to the state,

the mafiatakes overmore andmore,paratroopers

must patrol the streets alonlside ordinary police.

(Aft 0s.02)
The sailors oftheRussian fleet are starving. A

shocking report that has reached London tells
about mutinies, fleeingsailors and widespread

under-nourishment. Four marines have died

because ofhunger. A ernergency aid with extra

foodhavejust been sentto the Pacific Fleet after
four sailors have died and 86 have been

hospitalized with serious injuries... It is not only

money that has not arrived, but also the necessities

for the sailors have been used up. A Russian

televisionreporterwhohas visitedthehomebase

of the Pacific Fleet reports: 'We saw lots of ill
sailors. They looked like hobos, with their hair

fult of/teas. Many had blackfingers and toes due

tofrost injuries. 'The first reports about deaths

comes from theRussky island, a militarybase on

theRussianeastcoast,.. Anoflicersaidyesterday:
'Pneumonia spreads fast among the sailors as

they are physically very weak and have lost a lot
of weight becquse of under nouishmmt.' The
latest shock report is the most serious in a series

ofexposures ofhow the former Soviet army is
about to collapse. (Idag 06.02)

'fhe term offrcial unemployment has now also

reached the Baltic states, and from Estland the

labour authorities reports 20000 unemployed. If
those who never have had ajob and those who no

longer are allowed to work full time is included,
the Iigure is much higher. The problerns are big
in the heary industry and the textile industry both
beeing dependent onimported rawmaterials and
they have been strongly aflected by the crisis in
industry. (Aft 07.02)

SEVERSK (TOMSK-7) Labour confl ict broke
out at the plant ofelectric-montage devices on
Feb.5 after the workers were informed that their
monthly salaries were from 5 to l0 thousand

nrbles. This lead to a stop-work and the decision
to put forward economic demands (wage rises to
2045 thousand rubles, indexation...). All the

brigades signed the deamnds and a conflict
commission was created. 3 days later the
administration declared that salaries would be 3
times higher than before. (News&Views from
Sovietsky Soytu no.1 )

"Economical indicators for CIS"
Jan-Aug 1 992, fall from Jan-Aug I 99 I in percent

GNP lnd.prod. Retail sales

Russia -20.0 -16.6 42.5
Ukraina -12.0 -19.7 -25.0
Belarus -15.0 -14.2 -28.3
Moldova -22.5 -29.1 -55.0
Aserbajdsjan -21 .8 -21 .8 -65.0
Armenia 44.7 -50.3 -74.0
Kasakhstan -20.3 -14.4 41.0
Ilsbekistan -20.5 - 9.8 40.1
Kirgisistan -25.2 -21.7 -64.0
'I'adjikistan -17.1 -68.6
Turkmenistan -10.5 -23.7 -35.8
(KK r0.02.93)

Ilundreds of Russian miners started Surday a
sit-down strike in the pits ofone ofthe largest

mines in the country, local officials tell. According
to anemployee atthe Vorgasjorskaja mine in the
townVorkuta inarcticRussia, theminers refused
to come to the strface until their arrested leader
is released. He said that the number of workers
under earth is 230 whereas the strike commitee
claimedthenumberto be 3 14. TheVorgasjorskaja
mine, one in 13 in and around the former
punishment colony Vorkuta, has been the centre
for workers unrest since the beginning of
Decernber. The workers originally went to strike
on 5 December after complaints over late wage
payments. (KK 16.02)

Today Lithouania finds itself in deep economic
crisis. Industrial output fell last yem by
approximately 50 % and the little more than f,15
which the average wage eamer today makes each

month only will cover half the ammount of goods

that the same workers could buy 4 years ago. (GP
16.02)

The Ulaainian coupon cwrency is one year
old. But its value is falling fast - also in relation
to the rouble, which Iirnction as hard crrrency,
surpassed only by DM and dollars... Living
standards in Ukraina has already been estimated
to be 15-20 7o lower than in Russia. (KK 23.02)

In Russia production continues to fall. In '92
GNP fell with 20 o/o compared to the last
catastrophic year in '91. Inflation for '92 was
2200 %, in other words hyper inflation since
February (i.e. 50 oZ each month). Investrnents in
the state sector fell with 50 o/o.Btdget deficit is
over 10 % of GNP. (KK25.02)

An unprecedented growth of money supply -
culiminating in the issue of Rbs 1600 bn of
central bank credit in December alone, or 60 Yo

of national income - helped push weekly price
increases to hyperinflationary heights of l0 o/o a
week in January. (FT 01.03)

Approximately forty coal mines are now shut
down by effective strikes, since the Russian
miners have called actions against not beeing
paid their wages. The miners also demands

compensation against the galloping inflation,
which renders the rouble more and more
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worthless. In the Kusbas distkt which isRussia's
biggest coal mine district, the workers have held
a 24 hours strike, but explained that they will
take up the strike again within a week if their
demands are not taken into consideration. In the
Siberian mines the strikes continue uninterupted.
(ProletAren 04.03)

The infl uential independentminers' trade union
threatened yesterday the parliament with an

rurlimited general strike if the lawmakers should
try to remove president Yeltsin. The trade rmion

organises 25000 of the 35000 miners who work
underground in Russia's biggest coal district
Kuzbas east oftheUrals mountains, from which
the country's metalurgical industry receives 4/5
of its coal. (GP 26.03)

Coalminers inUkraine'sDonbassregion ended

a 4 day strike on 6 April, after the government

agreed to consider their demands. Reports
indicate, however, that the situation in the mines

remains tense. The miners shut down 42 mines
and coal-related industries last Friday after
chargrng that the governmant had failed to keep

its agreement with the unions. Talks with the

deputy prime minister yielded no concessions

and the miners union charged that the government

was deliberately provoking a walkout with the
aim ofpushing anti-strike legislation through the
parliamant. (IWB 12.04)

Unions in Latvia staged a 15 minute warning
strike on 6 April to demand the payment of
wages, which are now several months overdue.

Someworkers have notreceivedpaychecks since

September. The unions are demanding that the

backwages be increased to take into account the

inflation. Workers also demanded the resigtation
of the minister for energy and industry. "Tfte
people were left vvithout the means of subsistence,

and society is on the verge of an explosion",
declared one union leader. (IWB 12.04)

An estimated 4000 teachersbeganwalking off
the job May 13 after tuming down a wage offer
that failed to match inflation... The wage offer
drew a harsh response from the I-nternational

Monetary Fund. .. Average salaries for education

and health workers are only about 45%o ofthe
national average income... f'eachers walked out
ol'morc than 140 of the 1000 schools. After a

week on stnke they agreed to resume work until
thc cnd of the month to allow the government to

considcr the demands and prevent students
missing the final exams. (Rl,R no.2)

(hre coal mine after the other in the Donbas

districl have stopped during the past few days.

Simon Clarke
and Peter Fairbrother
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the Donbas district have staged many big strike
meetings in open air... The direct reason for the
strikes was prise rises ofseveral hundred percent

for important food items. After the strikes spread,

new demands have been added. Two days ago a
group ofworkers also put forward the demand to
hold a vote of confidence about the present

president. Yesterday l 55 ofthe 240 coal mines in
lIkrainewereonshike. Ifcoal supliesare stopping

up, so will Ukraine. (Aft 12.06)

35000 dernonstrators converged in Donetsk
yesterdayto showtheir solidaritywith theminers...
The shikes, which have stopped work at 228 of
the 253 mines in the Donbass region of eastern
Ukraine and been joined by workers at some

metallurgical and machine-building factories in
the area, have pushed the political demands to
the top ofthe Ukrainian political agenda. The
miners of western Ukraine, which have been as

hard hit by last week's five-fold leap in food
prices as their eastern comrades, have by and

large not joined the strike. But, according to
observers in eastern Ukraine, unlike previous
miners' strikes which have focused on pay
increases for the coal sector, the main goal ofthis
rourd ofindustrial actionhasbeento give eastern

Ukraine, which is predominantly Russian-
speaking, greater political power... The ftrst
winner in this struggle is E. Zvehilsky, who has

beencatapulted fromhisjob as mayorofDonetsk
to the critical post of hrst deputy prime minister
of Ukaine. The links between Zvehilsky's

he orosramme of oetestroika
initiated with Gorbachev's election in
1985 was essentially a programme

which sought to restructur.e production
relations from abovg, unleashing a factional
itruggle within the ruling stratum which
increasingly centred on the transformation
of class relations. As this factional struggle
polarised, each parry sought to secure the
support of the working class.

Gorbachev himself initiated the process

of working class mobilisation in 1987. In
rhe first stages this involved the attempt to
provide incentives for the transformation
of production relations, and to open ncw
channels for workers' self-determination,
but sdll within the limits of the old qystem

of enterprise and ministerid direction. The
failure to make headway led Gorbachev to
call for a more active response from the
workers, to sweep away managerial and
ministerial rcsistance to reform, irL-1299.
The immedia[e response was a massive
strike ware, led by the miners. whose

at
Gorbachev had anticipatsd, although he
stilliought to assimilate the workers move-

ment to the movement for perestroika.
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Despite substantial concessions to rhe
a

in existence, and jyorkers' rlg!ej!_g!s:v,
culminating in the renewed strike wave of
March and AElil t oo l. Ihir_tirn.-fh.
miners' demands-had a p'edo.rlinantll'
political charactra calling for the abolition
of the administrative-command system,
the resignation of Gorbachev and the
Supreme soviet, and the effective abolition
of the power of the Communist Parry. Far
from providing mass supporr for
Gorbachev's programme, the working class

proved to be the social force which
precipitated the collapse of the system
with Yeltsint triumphant election to the
Russian Presidency, followed by the coup
and counter-coup ofAugust 1991.

Yeltsin's triumph has fundamentally
transformed the conditions of class
struggle over the restructuring of the social
relations of production.-Althqugh the

g
rolc in the strusqle between 198Q ,.d
1991. their association with Yeltsin's
programme means that it is by no me-ans

csrtain that they wi r-
ship role. Meanwhile the official trade
unions have instituted reforms, and have
taken an increasingly independent and
oppositional role. In this paper we want to
ask what are the likely forms of class
struggle in the new phase ofthe transition.

The Workers' Committee Movement

The leading role in the workers'
movement between 1989 and l99l was

played by the miners' strike committees,
which were organised at enterprise, local
and regional levels. There was also a

variety of small independent workers'
organisations in other localities and other
branches of production, from Workers'
Clubs and'Workers' (Strike) Committees
to independent unions. In general all of

these organisations shared the characteris-
tics of the miners' movement, in uniting a

predominantly liberal democratic political
leade rship, which identified itself
politically with the Yeltsin camp, and a

rank-and-file base which was primarily
concerned with immediate issues of wages

and working conditions.
Despite the dramatic victories won by

the miners in 1989 and 1991, repeated by
many other workers on a smaller scde, and
despite the enormous political impact
which their movement has had, rhe
movement is by no means as strong and
united as might appear at first sight. The
unity of the political leadership with its
mass base has always been tenuous and
contingent. There were few institutional
links between different levels of the
movement, and particularly between the
organisation within the enterprise and the
local and regional committees. Enterprise
organisation was in general weak and
transitory, springing up in response to
specific grievances and disputes. The result
was that, in general, although the workers'
committees were increasingly oriented to
political issues, they were able to elicit a

popular response to strike calls i[, and only
if, such calls linked up with widespread
economic grievances of thc workers.

In 1989 the miners' grievances were
long-standing, deriving from a steady
deterioration in living standards and
working conditions, and an extremely
aurhoritarian, unresponsive and oppressive
management. To an extent these grievances
were specific to the miners, and other
workers provided support in solidarity,
although the miners' struggle was also
exemplary for all workers faced the same

problems, if to a lesser degree.

The rWorkers' Committees performed a

primarily political role berween 1989 and
1991, as the informal movements were
preoccupied with the local and republican
elections in March 1990, and thc

subsequent jostling for political position.
There were increasingly frequent strikes in
all branches of the economy, but attempts

on the part of the miners' committees to
call political strikes in July 1990 and

January 199i met with a very limited
resPonse.

The renewed strike call in March
1991, initially in the Donbass, also met

with a patchy response. It was only when

thc government announced price increases

in the middle of March that the strike
escalated rapidly, and began to spread
beyond the mines, most dramatically in
Belorussia, hitherro the most quiescenr

region oI the Union. Yeltsin and his
associates played a major role in polarising

the miners'strike by encouraging the
leadership to press its political demands,

undermining the governmentt attempts to

separate the political leadership from the

mass of the miners with limited economic
concessions. The government's strategy
eventually proved successful, when much

more extensive concessions were granted,
but the government's was a pyrrhic victory,

for the struggle had provoked a political
polarisation in the ruling stratum which
culminated in the August coup. Although
the coup was abortive, the very limited
response of workers, even in the mines, to
Yeltsin's call for a general strike showed
once again the gulf which existed between

rhe political leadership of the workers'
movement and its rank and file.

The coup and counter-coup of August

1991 [undamentally transformed the
situation in bringing Yeltsin to power, and

giving new li[e ro rhe programme of
economic liberalisation. The first results of
rhis programme were sharply rising prices,

growing financial difficulties for
enterprises and state bodies, and the
expectation of a rapid rise in unemploy-
ment. 'W'orkers faced an unprecedented
threat to their already reduced living
standards, and levels of worker unrest

began to rise sharply at the beginning of
1992, as enterprises ran out ofcash to pay

wages.

In the new situation the W'orkers'
Committees and independent trade
unions were presented with a dilemma.
On the one hand, if they did not exPress

the grievances of the workers, and provide

leadership to the demands for the index-

ation of wages and social protection, they

risked losing their mass base. On the other

hand, they were reluctant to sacrifice their
political commitment to Yeltsin, and the

"...r. to political power which it had

provided for them.
The independent workers' movement

was now deeply divided. While pressing

the workers' claims politically, the
dominant position was one of support for
the Yeltsin programme, opposing excessive

wage claims as inflationary, and strike
action as anti-Bovernment. In September

1991 the leader of the most militant
'Workers' Committee, that of the Vorkuta

Miners, denounced a strike of surface
workers for the restoration of differentials

as'anti-Yeltsin and anti-Russia'. The
leaders of the Independent Miners' Union
took a similar position in the run-up to its
conference in December' opposing wage

claims and strikes in the name of
economic and political stabilisation. The
leadership of the trade union federation
Sotsprof was firmly committed to Yeltsin
(and in Moscow to Popov), with its leaders

having important advisory roles, and
opposed Strike Committees and strike
action in favour of peaceful collective
bargaining, while its primary SrouPs were

moving in the opposite direction, taking
an increasingly militant line and showing

growing discontent with the centre. 'With

the independent workers' movement still
predominantly committed to Yeltsin, we

have to ask whether the conditions are ripe

for the offlcial trade unions to take on rhe

role o[ defending the workers' interests.
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The official unions

The main opporitio.,* ro the liberal
democraric politics of the new workers'
organisations since 1989 came from the
neo-Stalinist United W'orkers' Front,
which rrumpered its commirment to
workers' self-determinarion and the
defence of workers' inrerests, and which
had strong links with parts of the trade
union apparatus. However the UWF in
reality represented no more rhan the
attempr of the mosr discredired parry
apparatchiks to secure themselves an
instirutional base following their defeat in
the democraric elections of 1989 and
1990. Even amongsr Communist Parry
members the UFT secured a derisory level
of support, and its successors since the
coup have had lirtle more success.

Although the neo-Stalinists have a

[oorhold in rhe rrade union apparatus,
they by no means control it. Since the
coup thc official rrade unions have been
very active, holding regular demonstra-
tions in Moscow and other cities to
demand rhe indexation of wages and the
social defence of workers. In Moscow
members of the tiny Socialist Parry, the
Confederation of Anarcho-Syndicalisrs
and a minority faction of the former
'W'orkers' Platform of the CPSU came
toBether with the leadership of the
Moscow Committee of the official unions
to establish a Parry of Labour, acclaimed in
an article under the name of Ken
Livingstone in rhe Narz Statcsman as

developing 'the mosr advanced political
ideas in the world'. According ro the
article the 'radical democratic ideas of the
socialist tradition are firsing wirh the social
achievements o[ the Russian people since
l9l7', in the form of a synthesis linking
small groups of inrellectuals to 'large
organisations in Russian Sociery', based on
a 'shift in the trade unions'. Cerrainly the
unions have adopted a workerist rhetoric,

but do they really provide the mass base
for a renewal of socialism in Russia?

At first sight the official trade unions
are well-equipped to defend workers in the
transition to a market economy. Around
98olo of the Soviet workforce belong to the
official trade unions, organised in abour
two and a half million primary groups.
Soviet workers have legal rights incom-
parably stronger rhan do workers in the
\W'est, and the unions have an obligation to
defend those rights. Union membership
has not dcclined significantly, nor has
their legal position yer been undermined.

The unions would also appear to be in
a strong position ro resist sectionalism and
defend the interests ofthe working class as

a whole. On the one hand, rhe unions are
concerned not only with issues of hours,
wages and health and safery but are also
involved in negotiating and adminisrering
the provision of such things as child carc,
housing, education, public carering,
municipal transport, and sporring and
cultural facilities, along with the
distribudon of food and scarce consumer
goods and the administrarion of a wide
range of welfare and social insurance
benefits. They therefore represenr rhe
young and the old, women and men, the
employed and thc unemployed, producers
and consumers. On rhe other hand, Soviet
unions arc organised on a brdnch basis,
no! on the basis of trade or profession.
Moreover, rhe union represents everybody
working in the particular branch of
production, from cleaner and storekeeper;
through enterprise Director, righr up to
Ministerial level. \7ith such comprchen-
sive rcprcsentation, the union should be
able to rcsolve sectional differences wirhin
its own structure.

In practice, however, the trade union
movement is by no means as hea.lthy as it
mighr appear at first sight. Russian
workers did not see the trade unions as

representing their own interests, but those

of the nomenclatura, management and the

state. Thus the central unions'own
Research Department found in 1989 that
only 4o/o of workers respected their own
unions.r Although the Soviet trade unions
look at first sight like W'estern unions, and

parri< ularly British public service unions,
they are really only a caricature of such
lrrms o{- workers' organisation.

l-hc oF[icial trade unions were
constituted according to the principles of
democraric centralism, so rhat the interests

of all workers were subordinated to the
interest of the working class as a whole,
embodied in the policies of the Parry. This
meant that lower union bodies were
subordinate to higher bodies, and the
union at all levels was subordinate to the
Parry. The strictly hierarchical principles of
union organisation meant that there were

virtually no horizontal contacts berween

workers in different shops, or workers in
different enterprises, and that workers were

not able ro represent their interests directly,
but had to channel their grievances
through bureaucratic procedures. W'ithin
the enterprise it meant that in practice rhe

union was under the control of the
enterprise administration, and under the
supervision oflocal parry bodies.

Soviet rrade unions had very litrle
involvement with questions of pay and
hours. These were determined centrally by
the state, or along with the terms and
conditions of work, which were a matter
of management prerogative and informal
bargaining within work groups. Even now,

when unions are taking up the question of
pay at the political level, within the
enterprise unions still regard pay as a

matter of management prerogative. The
main duty of the rrade union was ro
encourage the workers to meet and
overfulfill the plan, by organising socialist

competition, holding production
conferences and encouraging socialist
work attitudes. Its main function was the

distribution of a wide range of welfare
benefits, from health care and pensions to

housing and holidays, and, increasingly,

the distribution of food and scarce goods

among the workforce. This distribution
function gave the union considerable
power of patronage, as well as providing
enormous scope for corruption. As far as

ordinary workers were concerned, these

[unctions made union membership
necessary, but the trade union was

identified as a corrupt and repressive
basrion of the Parry-state. It should not be

surprising that Soviet workers have never

looked to the rrade union for the defcnce

of their interests. 'W'henever workers have

tried to organise, they have done so

independently, outside the official trade
unions.

As the Soviet system moved into crisis

and the problems faced by the workers'
mounted, it seemed that the unions would
have the chance to recover lost ground,
and ro assert their role as the authentic
representatives of the working class. The
unions certainly tried to do this at national

and republican levels by presenting
themselves as the defenders of the interests

of the working class in the transition to
the market economy. This involved
declaring their independence from the
Party and the state, and demanding the
indexation o[wages, improved welfare and
social security benefits, generous
unemployment pay, and retraining
schemes.

The All Union Central Council of
tade Unions (AUCCTU) began to assert

its 'independence' in 1987, not as a

progressive but as a conservative force.
The AUCCTU began calling in 1987 for
trade unions to revive union democracy
and to defend the workers' interests. It
increasingly stood out againsr government
plans to introduce market reForms,
insisting on very substantial social guar-

antees and high levels oF unemployment
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pay etc., as preconditions ro any agree-
ment on new legislario4. This rearguard
action was extremely ineffective, and
simply meant rhat for the past four years
the unions have had very little impact on
policy. The new commitmenr ro
democratic involvement of the members
was certainly not ref'lecred in the pracrice
of the official unions, which happily
accepted the restricrions imposed by the
1989 taw on Strikes, and constanrly railed
behind the independent *o.k.rr'
movemenr, rhat is, when rhey did not
actively oppose it.

The All-Union CCTU was replaced by
a new General Confederation of Trades
Unions (GCTU) in October 1990, irs
conservative leader, the now notorious
plorter G. Yanayev, was replaced by
Vladimir Shcherbakov. However the
change of leadership and change of name
had no real substantive implications, for
the unions continued to be the constanr
ally of the conseryarive forces in the Soviet
government.

In response to the 1991 strikes the
central trade unions co-ordinared their
activiry closely with Pavlovt governmenr,
stressing the need for a new system of
collective bargaining within a corporatist
tripartite flramework. In April rhe GCTU
proposed a rhoroughgoing restructuring of
the wages sysrem, with cenrralised
bargaining and the monitoring of
agreements. This demand was immediarely
echoed in Pavlov's April 22 anti-crisis
programme, which called for a 'rriparrite
social parrnership' of managers, rrade
unions and government to set basic wage
and salary levels and determine social
guarantees, based on the principIe of
limiting pay rises ro producriviry increases.
The GCTIJ almost immediately announced
a comprehensive but unpublished,
Agreement on Labour and Socio-
Economic Issues with the governmenr,
foreseeing wage indexation, an official

minimum wage, wage reform, changes in
the taxation of many goods, a gou...r-.n,
unemployment programme, larger
subsidies for school and works canr;en
meals, and an increase in social
expenditure of 47.6 billion rubles for
I991, in exchange for which rhe rrade
unions offered a no-strike pledge.

There is no evidence thar these moves
had any impact on the sranding of the
unions, and the GCTU agreement with rhe
government was not worth rhe paper ir
was wrirten on, nor only because the
government was on its way out, but also
because the programme presupposed the
existence o[ a system which had already
disappcared. Economic disintcgrarion
meant rhat, whatever the juridical status of
enterprises, wages were no longer centrally
determined but were being set locally. The
unions themselves were disinregrating pari
passu with rhe system irself. Thus rhe
GCTU was reportedly facing growing
financial difficulties at the beginning of
1991, as local and regional unions failed to
renew their affiliations or send in fees. The
locus of acriviry of rhe union movemenr,
as of everything else, was shifting away
from the centre.

From March 1990 rhe offlcial unions
had already begun to ser up separare
Republican organisations, such as the
Federation of Independent Tiade Unions
of Russia (FITUR), and revitalised their
regional commirrees. The FITUR appears
to be less conservarive than the GCTU, and
some of rhe regional committees, such as

the Moscow Federarion, have shown signs
of a more radical and democratic orient-
ation, and ir is ro rhese developments rhat
a part of rhe Moscow intellectual left has
sought to atrach itself. However rhis
democraric radicalism is no less rhetorical
than is the workerisr phraseology of rhe
conservatives. The fact of the matter is

that, with the collapse o[ the cenrralised
administrative-command sysrem, rhe

official unions have virtually collapsed at
regional and national level as much as they
have collapsed at All-Union level.

The regional and republican bodies are

now essentially political organisations,
which rhetorically espouse the interests of
the working class in the attempt to defend
the official unions from political or
legislative attack, but which have no trade
union functions left to perform.2

The mobilisation of the rank and file

The key to the development of the trade
unions, as of the independent workers'
movement, must now lie at the grass roots.
The libe ralisation of prices and the
dismantling of the apparatus of the
administrative command system means
that wages and prices are now set locally,
by the enterprise administration. The
immediate link between the workers'
economic and political demands, which
existed until 1991, has been broken, so

that the flocus of workers' demands is now
the enterprise administration or local
authorities. The limited relevance of
political demands is best indicated by rhe
activiry of the FITUR, which managed to
persuade the Russian parliament to pass

laws raising the minimum wage and
guaranteeing full indexation of wages and
pensions at the end of 1991,laws which
had no more than a rhetorical significance
without the money to pay the increases.

The collapse of the centre raises rhe
question of the possibility of a

reconstruction o[ the unions from rhe
bottom-up. In the wake oI workers'
growing activism over the pasr Few years a

new generation has moved into many
trade union offjces at enterprise and local
level. morivated by a commitment to
perestroika and democracy. Until 1991
such new activisrs found rheir aspirarions
thwarted by the highe r levels of the

bureaucracy, but with thesc effectively
removed it might seem that rhcre is a

chance ofan effective reform ofthe official
unions, to make them genuinely responsive
to workers'aspirations at enterprise level.

On thc other hand, rwo considcrations
would tend to weigh against such an
optimisric conclusion. First, thc perspcc-
tives with which such activists entered the
trade unions were predominantly those of
perestroika, which continue to be based on
a presumed common interest of
progressive management and workers in
the restructuring of production within the
administrative-command system. Many
of the new generation of local activisrs are

progressive in comparison with thosc thcy
have replaced, but they are as out of touch
wirh rhe mood of workers today as their
predecessors were five years ago. In the
new context of a market economy such
perspectives will at best be divisive,
pursuing the interests of skilled male
workers and technicians against rhose of
unskilled and women workers, and at
worst will lead to collaboration with
management against the workforce.

Second, and more fundamental, the
structure of the union at enterprise levcl is

unchanged, and this is still a structure
adapted to monitoring, regulating and
controlling the workers through the
network of patronage and inspection,
which has thoroughly discredited the
union in the eyes of its members. Trade
union leaders are aware of this dilemma,
and many of them express a desire to
restructure the union so that it can
function as a'real' trade union, rather than
as a welfare and distribution agency,
handing the larter functions over to the
administration or to state authorities.
However, such a restructuring is easier said
than done. The problem the union faces

is that if it gives up its welfare and
distribution functions it gives up th€
patronage nerwork which is the only basis
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of its existence, for without rhose
fi:nctions it has no useftlness either for the
administration, or for its own members.l

The fundamenral problem is that the
union is strucrurally incapable of separat-
ing itself from enterprise management.
First, the union is completely dependent
on the enterprise administrarion, which
means that the administrarion can simply
cut the ground from under a union
committee which opposes it. Second, the
collapse of rhe Parry has driven rhe union
even more firmly into the arms of
management because the rrade union no
longer has any higher aurhoriry to which
to appeal. Third, rhe union is unable ro
appeal to its members for support, because

in their eyes it is simply an arm of the
adminisrration, which they do nor rrusr,
and to which they owe no allegiance.
Indeed, a major problem which the
independent unions face is that the official
unions are so discredited thar most workers
do not see any need for a union at all.

In practice the crisis of the past rhree
years has forced rhe unions into an even

greater subordinarion ro managemenr, as

they have lost the supporr of higher
political and union bodies which in rhe
past gave them some basis for indepen-
dence from management. A number of
informants have told us rhat rhe unions do
sometimes supporr the workers in
opposition to management, but none has

been able to quote an example of such
action. ourside rhe mining indusrry.t In
our own research we have found only rwo
recent examples of a union opposing the
enterprise Director, and in borh cases rhe
union was supporting the majoriry faction
of a divided administration. In one case

the Director is resisring a union-backed
demand that the enterprise sack 3070 oF its
workforce, targetred primarily at unskilled
women workers, in order to raise rhe wages
of the remaining workers. In the other
case, in 1990, the union backed a move to

remove the Director and elect ano(her.
However the labour collective voted in
their own candidate, against both the old
Director and the union-administration
nominee. In response, rhe union and rhe
supporters of the old Director wenr ro rhe
Ministry in Moscow, which refused to
confirm the elected Director, and installed
its own nominee. Elsewhere are cases in
which the administration or, in the mines,
the workers' committees have taken over
welfare and distriburion functions and the
official union has collapsed.

More typically, we have found union
committees identifying themselves
completely with the enterprise
administration, operaring as a branch of
the adminisrration, in complete sub-
servience ro the enrerprise Direcrorate. We
find the union collaboraring with the
administration in attemprs to prevent the
eme rgence of any democratic workers'
organisation wirhin the enterprise, and ro
subvert any independenr organisations
which arise.t Far from democrarising
themselves, we have found two cases in
which the offlcial union has just switched
ro a five-yearly cycle of elections, ro averr
the danger of democratisation.

The unions will certainly come under
increasing pressure from below, as workers
demand compensarion [or price increases,

as they demand improved social security
guarantees, and as they resist (union-
backed) management attempts ro impose a

'nomenclatura privatisation'. However
these demands are not being channelled
through the official unions, but through
unofficial groups of workers which, if
they are oriented to official channels at all,
look to the shop, factory and enterprise
meetings of the Labour Collective Council
or Council o[ rhe Associarion ro provide a

forum. A]l the evidence suggests that the
official unions at enterprise level will
continue to look to management for their
support, and will continue to resist the

development of independenr workers'
organisation which they rightly see as rhe
main threat ro rheir own survival.

Independenr workers organisation at
enrerprise level is still very small scale,
fragmenred, and operares wirh minimal
resources. Nevertheless, at least in the
major industrial cenrres, virtually every
enterprise has a Workers' Commitree,
Strike Committee or independent trade
union, even if it compriscs no more than
two or three individuals. Despite their
small size and limited resources rhese
committees are made up of active and
influential workers, and have repeatedly
shown that in a confrontation thiy enjoy
substanrial supporr.

Many of these Committees and rheir
activists are afEliared ro independent rrade
union or political bodies outside rhe
enterprise, to which they look for political
and financial supporr and forudri..,
particularly on rhe establishment of a legal
consritution which can protecr them from
victimisation by managemenr.6 However
the independent workers' organisations are
constiruted on the basis of local auronomy,
which means rhat the relarionship berween
primary groups and wider organisation is
essenrially a servicing relarionship, rarher
than a polirical one. The reason why the
liberal democratic workers' organisations
were able to artain rheir hegemony over
the independenr workers'- rnou.*.n,
during 1991 was primarily thar they were
able ro provide the legal and financial
supporr and political prorecrion which
met the needs of primary groups. However,
our interviews have shown repeared.ly that
this Iink is weakening as the poiitical
leadership is absorbed into the stat"
aPpararus, so that primary groups are
increasingly looking ro their o*n ..rou.."r.

With the dismanding of the cenrralised
adminisrrarive appararuses, the liberal-
isation of wages and prices, and moves
towards privatisation, the locus of struggle

is shifting firmly to rhe enrerprise. There is
little doubr that the nucleus of rhis
struggle will be provided by the unoficial
organisation which has developed over thc
pasr rhree years, and nor by a revitalised
rrade union appararus. The srrike actions
which have broken out in 1992 seem ro
conform ro this diagnosis, in rhat rhey have
been localised and direcred against enter-
prise managemenr or local authorities,
rather rhan ar cenrral governmenr, and thar
they have been initiared not by the offlcial
unions, but by Strike Committees.T

The implicarion is that in the short-
run the workers will look ncither to rhe
official trade unions, nor ro rhe liberal-
democratic leadership of the indcpendent
workers' movemenr, but to an individual
leadership which emerges at enterprise
level, comprising people whom the
workers know and rrusr on the basis of
rheir pasr activities and pasr repurarion.
Precisely whac form the wider organisation
of the working class takcs remri.rs to be

It is possible that rhe'Workers'
Committees and independent trade
unions will derach themselves from their
political affiliarions and idenrify them-
selves with the aspirations of rhe rank and
file, providing the basis for a renewal of
the workers' movemenr, bur this is nor
likely ro be achieved without divisions and
inrernal conflicr. Alternatively, they may
a.ttempr ro use rheir political leveragc ro
displace the official unions by admin-
istrative or legal means. We can sec boch
these processes in play in rhe miners'
movemenr. On rhe one hand, the Kuzbass
miners' commirree headed off a general
srrike call at the end of Decembei 1991,
but with a growing number of mines
calling for srrikes it pressed increasingly
milirant demands against rhe gou.rn-.ri,
and declared a pre-strike siruation in rhe
middle of January. On rhe other hand,
the Yeltsin governmenr in January
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The 64 Ruble Qtestion:
WHAT WILL RUSSIA'S WORKERS

DO NEXT

The arttcle wtth thit tirl. dppedred in Agatnst The Cunent May '93. The

drhor ffles ,o *o$lne the probability o/a soctdl erylotion ln Rutrl o by

polnrlng tu, soiletedtorcs olRilsslat soclety, We reproduce sone ofits
polnts, leattng at the qreeldrlont ob@t the funre md somc other

aspectt ofthe uticb.

Fist md most importan! the efects of the still-incipimt &ee mukets on

Rusim workffi h6 bem qplosive md all bad. The nmber md depth of
the ills produced by the muke! md the speed at which they have

developed, have also come m a great shock to most workffi. At this

mommt mssiv€ mmploymm! material primtim md wo6e tre iut
romd the comr re large sections ofthe Russim ecmomy Srind slowly
to a halt... Add to this a mpmt inflation md a dnstic reductim in scial
benefits...

'I1rhd, standing uoud md watching large swaths of the existing
mems of productim go to wmte, as called for by mar*et impmtives -

whm these machines could still produce mmy ofthe goods people wmt
md Fovide the jobs they need - is becoming to much fd mmy wmkeff
to ber, mccutomed N tEy ile to capitalist logic... the capitalist mdket
md werything msociated with it will be... discredited...

Fourt[ becawe the mdket is still relatively new, it hm not succeeded

in mystiling social relations m thoroughly m it will in the yem aheod.

Among the social relatims most in n@d of disguise ue those 0rat involve

the merging epitalist cl6s. The wo*6 de in no doubt ovs who these

capitalists rc - mainly black muketm md fomq cmmist pdty
bueaumts - mdhow theygotlheirwealth. Thc wdk6 Eedtodetestmd
fea these people; thc ftr is gone but the hatred is greato.

FiftlL without the time fm muket mlstificatim to work its tull effect,

thc ncwly intoduced dmomtic procc$es rc not mough to deludc

wqkffi into beliwingthat they haw ft eely chosn the mdket mechmisms
which ue despoiling thm. Neither the mfket oonomy nor its

corespmding political foms pcsss the legitimary they do in westm
coutrir,..

Swmtl; motho admtaSr is that tlHe is.no mm social dmmtic
party, 6 *ists in westm coutrio md cven parts of e6tm Euope, to
compromise, delay md defuse the anga that is growing.

Ninth, nme of the main dmmds (of the miore) regarding jobsemity,

minimm wage, welfare, wtrk cmditim md thc like m be met uds
cwmtcmditiore...

'Iwmth, thc chdactq of the R$sim working class is also of
coreequmce hm. Ftom all accomB the workffi still poss6s a shonS

smse of class sotiduity, with m accompmying egalitarim etho that

briclles atthe grwinequalities meIging... theyalm viewfirll mploymmt
md the whole nngs of ssial bme6ts,, which they are in the prmas of
loosing as mmtial rights.

Twelftlr. the workm m alm awre oftheir potmtial powc, coming

ftom their nmbm, concmtratim in large cities, hmds.on cmtrol of the

mems of production md ability to mSage in larBe"$ale coordinated

activity...
Thirtemth, lhm uefryqmjornational religiouorethnb difestces

ofa kinfd that have had such divise ellects on the working class in othc
parts of the fom6 soviet Unim md throughout mstm Euope .

Swmtemtb the Epressive fmes wiot which Russia's nry nrlm will
need to defmd thmselves a8airot a wo*m' uprising ue also tmibly
divided.,. md dmonlizd...

38

fcraxcss 78/79

Turs n ay

SiRe e7 - 0. u.

-

39



rcrnuces 78/79

recognised the Indep*endent Miners Union
as rhe representarive oI the miners, and
negotiated an agreemenr on wage index-
ation and subsidisation of the mines with
the IMU.

'SThether the existing unions will be
democratised under the impact of rank-
and-file pressure remains ro be seen,
although the failure ro democratise even
the official Miners'Union and the
structural dependence oI the unions on
managemenr makes us sceptical of this
outcome. This is parricularly the case
under the presenr union laws, which are
pluralistic, so rhar any legally established
union enjoys full union rights, while
future Iaws are likely to advantage the
independent against rhe official unions.
In these circumstances there is no reason
for activists ro rry ro take over the official
union, excepr ro destroy it, unless it is to
take over its parronage nerwork and
remake themselves in the old union's
image.8

ln our view the mosr likely parh of
developmenr is a pluralistic one. In some
enrerprises the administration will take
over the welfare and distribution functions
of the official union, and the union will
collapse. In others the official union will
retain those functions, and will remain in
existence, but as lirrle more than a branch
of the enterprise administration. The
independent represenrarion oI workers'
interests wiil not develop rhrough the
official unions, but on the basis of

informal and unofficial workers-
organisations which will be fragile and
unstable, and will rend ro be dominated
by syndicalist ideologies, with aspirations
towards self-management.

The fragmentarion of the Russian
wgrking class means thar the development
of effective collective organisation *ill b. ,
very difficult task. The discrediting of
trade unionism, rhe lack of horizontal
links bewveen workers in different shops,
let alone differenr enterprises, ..p..rrir.
managerial styles, backed by the official
unions, make even the most elementary
forms of organisarion very difficult ro
achieve and maintain. In this conrext
much depends on whether rhe indepen-
dent workers' organisarions will be able to
establish a secure foundation by retaining
and exploiting rhe very extensive legal
rights which rrade unions have enjoyed in
the past. The basis for divisions within
the working class in the rransition to rhe
market economy is clear to see, as women
workers, concentrated in the lower grades
of both manua.l and clerical work, look set
to bear the brunt of the first waves of
redundancy, while male and skilled
workers support cuts in employment as
the means of raising their own wages. Even
under the most oprimistic assumptions the
development of effective workers'
organisation will be a slow and long-drawn
out process. The history of the workers'
movement in Russia is only just
beginning.
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Notes

1. Unpublished poll dara provided by
Eugene Mokov, Head of rhe Research
Centre at rhe Trade Union Instirute.
This was a fall from 160/o in 1988. The
same poll showed that in 1988 almost
20o/o,bu in 1989 only 8olo, believed that
the unions would defend workers against
administrarive violation of work rulesl
33o/o in 1988, and only 19o/o in l9B9
believed rhat the local trade union would
defend their rights. Almosr two-rhirds
believed that the local srrucrure of the
union was dependent on management,
and one-third believed that rhe unions
did not even have any real mechanism to
defend workers' rights. 91olo thought thar
some strucrural reorganisarion oF the
unions was necessary, with 3lolo (1988)
and 4loh (1989) looking for radical
reforms. Only 3o/o rhought their trade
union membership gave them an
influence over management decisions.
890/o would leave the unions if they failed
to meer the workers' needs. A 1990 poll
gave the trade unions a populariry raring
of 5o/o.

2. The official unions are very anxious about
the anticipared new Russian trade union
legislation, which is being drafted by the
neo-liberal leaders oI some oI the
independent unions. The latter hope ro
undermine rhe parronage of the official
unions by transferring their welfare, social
insurance and distribution funcrions to
enterprise administration and/or state
bodies.

3. !7'e know of rwo enterprises in which the
administration has taken over the welfare
and disrriburion functions. In one the
union has simply disappeared, in rhe
other it has been reduced ro an empry
shell.

4. In our interviews we have found thar
workers react with incredulity to the
suggesrion that rhc official union could
be anything other than subordinare to
the administration.

5. This includes setting up 'strike Com-
mittees' under union-administrarion
control.

6. Soviet trade union legislation was
pluralistic, since it never anticipated that
there would be competing unions. This
nreans thar Jny group can register as a
trade union and enjoy full union righrs
and prorection.

7. The strikes ol teachers and medical
workers in early 1992 tended to be
initiated by informal organisation, and
then backed by the official unions for
political reasons, and often by local
administration, which wanted to get
money lrom Moscow.

8. Although we have encountered a handful
of radical individuals still working within
the olficial union structures, we have
[ound only one !7'orkers' Commitree
which has any aspiration ro caprure rhe
union appararus. The primary organi-
sation of the IMU mirrors rh,at oI rhe
official unions, down to its preoccuparion
wirh distribution.
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overnight political promotion and the strikes are
strong; the normally quiescent Zasiadko mine,
where Zvehilsky used to be the director, was the
first to take to the picket lines. Moreover, one of
the strike leaders is Zvehilsky's top political
aide. (FT 15.06)

Last week a wave of strikes swept through the
giant Donbass coal region. The strike has spread
to the Kharkov region in eastem Ukraine, a
bastion ofheavy industry and an estimated half
million workers, many of them ethnic Russians,
shutdownmines and factories in a protest against
a new surge in prices. In a repetition ofa miners'
strike during the final years ofthe Soviet era, the
strike leaders have issued political and economic
demands, calling forMr. Kravchuk'sresignation,
new parliamentary elections and greater
independence. By any indication, the economy is
in bad shape and getting worse. Production has

been falling steadily,
while the money
supply increased 42
times in '92 alone. 'It
would not be an
etaggeralion to call
the situation cata-
stropic,'said an econ-
omist from the Insti-
tute of Economy.
'Those who call it a
cisi.g are dangerous
optimists.' (IHI'
16.06)

The Donbass
miners downed tools
last week to protest
against the continous
price increases, fall-
ing living standards
and what they see as
central direction from
Kiev. Monday the
strike had spread to
over 200 mines and
100 factories.,. It is

telling for the situation that no mines or factories
in the western parts of the country has followed
the Donbass area. Western Ukraina, first included
in the Soviet Union in 1939, is a bastion of
Ukrainian language and Ukrainian nationalism.
(Aft 16.06)

In Donbass more than 200 mines and 300
industrial enterprises and factories have been on
strike for more than a week. (Aft 17.06)

Coal miners in Ukraine yesterday ended the
strike which has lasted for 12 days. But they say
that they will continue the skike if elections are
not called next year... However, some workers
refused to go back to work because they don't
trust the govenrments' promises. (Aft 20.06)

The will ofthe regions to independence has
become a new and unexpected problem for
Russia's president before the last session ofthe
constituent assembly which starts today. It started
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with Sverdlovsk - now Jekaterinburg and
hometown of Yeltsin - declaring itself as the
'( lrals republic ' and demanding

a new status. This set offa chain
rcaction: Before the weekend
I'rimordje surrounding Vladi-
vostok in the Far East as well as
Vologodsk in Northern Russia
lbllowed with declarations of
their own republics. kr Arkh-
rurgelsk and Tsjelbjabinsk similar
plans are considered. The nervs-
paper Nesavisimaja Gasseta
nrites about 'a peiod where hol,f
Russia is falling aparr.' (Aft
12.07)

The shock declaration by thc
central bank yesterday to with-
draw all bank notes issued belore
1993, led to almost panic many
places as people triedto get rid of
brurdlesofworthlessroubles.'lhc
central bank which fights to
stabilise a currency and an
economy pressed by hyper
inflation, said that the notes will
be withdrawn from circulation
tomorrow... The amount of
roubles in circulation has riscn
enormously the past year duc to
inflation, which has been al a

annual rate of 2500 Yo. l.ately
inflation has been down I<t 17 Yo

each month, but on Friday the
Russian parliament passed a

budget with a delicit of 25 o/o of
the Gross Domestic Product.
Experts think that this will make
infl ation rise markedlyagain (Aft
2s.07)

The real reason for their 'act
of piracy', in the words of the
evening paper ll'etschernjaja

.4)

value ofthe roubles printed in the first halfofthe
year (in April alone 719 billion) which on the

instigation of the powerful
director lobby mainly has been
given to the ailing state enter-
prises... Yeltsin prolonged the
exchange time to three weeks
and rised the amount to 100000
roubles. Whoever have saved
more, for a simple domestic car
for instance, for a refrigerator or
even only for the burial (500000
roubles), can not use the savings
for half a year. And even more
hurting: The forced savings will
diminish in spite of 120 % annual
interest in the bank, with the
present inflation of 1000 %, by
approximately 3/4 of its real
value. (DS 3ll93)

More than 300 oil workers held
a lday strike over late wage
payrnents at Tengizcheuoil, the
US-Kazakhstanjoint venture, last
week. The oil workers are among
2000 Hrmgarians employed by
Vegygepszer, a Hrurgarian state-
owned labor hire agency.
Chewoil management responded
to the strike by threatening to
cancel its contract with
Vegygepszer. Hungarian oil
workers said they would renew
the action if not paid within 7
days. (iWB 16.08)

Panic has reigned the latest
days at the currency exchange in
Kiev capital of Ukraine. In a
short time the country's currency,
karbotanets, has fallen to a
fraction of its former value...
19000 karbovanets must the
lIkrainians nowpay if they wish

Moskwa,the central bank didn't give: they want
to withdraw from the ordinary citizens the counter-

to buy one US dollar. Only three months ago it
was 3000. That means that the value of the

s
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Ukrainian
curency has
fallen with over
600 % during
this summer...
Much is said
about conditions
in llkrainatoday
when Russian
roubles do well
in relation to the
Ukrainian
currency. Early
this summer one
roublewasequal
tot}reekarbovanets inthebanks in Kiev. Today
a Russian tourist receives 15 karbovanets for
each rouble. In other words; Russians can these
days travel to Kiev and feel to be in possession of
a hard and stable currency... Early this summer
foreign economic experts predicted that Ukraine
hardly could avoid hyperinflation... Estimates
shows that the rise in price levels from May to
June was 46 o/o. FromNov. '92 to June '93 prices
rose with almost 800 %. (Aft24.08)

Ilkainian nationalist leaders says that they
base themselves on foreign experts when they
paint the situation in the country in dark colours.
' Ifyou look at the e stim ate s ofAm ei can institut es,

they are v ery clear in theirjud gemmts oJ'Ukmine :
We are the state in theformer Swiet blockwith
the highest deficit in the budgets, namely 47 o/o of
gross domestic product. This is more than even
war thom Georgia. We are the state in Eastern
Europe with the highest inflation: 1600 %. But
worse ofall is that thewest records thot (Jkraina
is the state in Eastent Europe with most internal
tensions second toformer Iugoslavia. Nobody
dares to invest here as long as the situation
remains like that. '(Aft I L09)

Ilkraine is in possession ofmore than enough
coal of its own, but mining is the most expensive
in the former USSR. h the Donbas area in
Eastern llkraine so little coal is produced as
during the big miners' strike in June. (DS 38/93)

ln the west almost completely eradicated,
diptheria has returned to Eastem Europe as a
mortal disease. In Russia alone 4000 cases with
more than I 50 deaths have been registred in the
7 first months of ' 93. kr the former USSR the rate
ofcases ofdiptheria was 0.2 per thousand ofthe
population, now in Moscow and St. petersburg it
has gone up to l7 per thousand. (DS 38/93)

We will not spend much space on the events in
Russia in September '93. The events as such
should be well known everywhere. We will only
supply a few quotes to show that this was
something most people did not take part in.

...was the attendance at the demonstration in
support of Yeltsin litle to boast of. Most likely
less than 20000 people took part. This is only one
third of the number of demonstrators in March,
last time Yeltsin's supporters mobilised in the
streets. (Aft 27.09)

While the tanks thundered up Kutusovskij
boulevard and exchange offire went on without
stop, people went to work as if nothing had
happened. (Aft04.10)

Even though the price index for consumer
goods haverisen fi ve times, the purchasing power
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of the masses have not been diminished.
According to the government centre for economic
research the real wages rose with l3 %... Three
German economic research institutes published
anexpert evidenceinOctober. Theircalculations:
In the first half of 1993 the price index for
consumer gods was 760 % higher than the year
before, but the wages had risen with more: 835
%. Retail trade has in this year sold 10 o/o rrrote
merchandise, and against all expectation the
averagewages in Septemberroseto 65000 Rubles,
according to the exchange rate (saying nothing
about the buying power locally) about 85 DM.
Transportation and building workers earn much
more, over 100000 rubles monthly, factory
workers three quarters of it, bureaucrats two
thirds andteachersonethird. This slope iswanted
in order to keep the proletariat quiet. Among the
loosers are first ofall the pensioners; every third
Russian lives still below the powerty line. But
this is not the social and economical collapse of
Russia. The Deutsche Institut fiir
Wirtschaftsforschung, the Kieler Institut fiir
Weltwirtschaft and the Hallenser krstitut ftiLr

Wirtschaftsforschung found even more promising
things. The fall in the industrial production (of
16,5 %) has slowed down. Most factories were
kept in operation, electricityproduction and food
production stayed relatively stable. Falling more
than the average (with one third) was military
production. That might change soon: the military,
which saved Yeltsin from the coup makers,
demand their price - a rise in military
procurements with 50 %. Investments which fell
with 45 % last year, fell until the end of Juty with
another 6 %. (DS 45193)

Yeltsin did the right thing, is the opinion of an
almost unanimous world, but not the Swedish
eastern states expert Stefan Hedlund, professor
at Uppsala University. 'Yeltsin has lost
everything. Now it isfinnished vith democracy,
with market economy, and with constihttional
state reforms in Russia. This is the most seious
cisis in Europe since September 1939. Many
people have died and many more might die. Now

the nilitary will take over Ru ssianforeign poli cy.
It will be an end to all western oriented nonsense
in Moscow, ' he says. Does it exist anything
which speaks against your interpretation? 'Yes,

romance, b eeing crazy ab out Russia, b lindness...'
But the fact that Yeltsin receives such a compact

international support, doesn't that force him to
continue the reform work? 'I am inclined to say
that thi s i s th e b i gge s t burd en ju st now. Ifyou a re
a great russian chauvinist, you hate everyone
who receives supportfrom the west. 'What does
this lead to? 'Either that the military restore all
of the Russian empire, as a military dictatorship
in old Russian style as often in history, orwe will
hav e a b ig Russian ciil war, whi ch in its ertension
leads to a war between Russia and the Ukraine. '
You paint a black picture?' Y e s, but what u sually
happens when you teor up the constittttion, shoot
the parlioment to pieces, kill the MP's, have
tanks diving around in the streefs, 'Does Russia
run the risk of becoming a new Yougoslavia?
'Ies, the danger is imminent. The disintegration
is already going on in large parts of theformer
Union's territory, not in the central parts of
Russia yet, but it can spread. '... But Yeltsin
promised free elections?'Wat is that worth? He
had promised not to attack the parliament also.
The promises of that man are worthless.' Did he
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have any alternatives? 'Ye* he mightjust have
left it untouched; what dilference would that
have made?'ls yesterday's action Yeltsin's own
decision? 'Nobody can know, and most likely we
will nwer lcnow... Completely clear is that this
Monday is one of the most important days in the
history of Russia, it is this thay when Rassla b
latest attempt to be integrated in the westem
world ended, it was drowned in blood.' yon
don't leave any possibilities for other
interpretations? 'These are my conclusions.' Of
course you are criticised by others with another,
more optimistic vieu/7'Sure, I'm used to that. It
was the same two years dgo when I said that the
Soviet Union had reached its end. I was named a
doomsday prophet for months. But the Soviet
Union wasfinish, and now Russia has reached
its end, if it does not ise as a Russian empire in
military gowns. I will .leave that question
completely open. There exists two tendencies
exercising enorrnous fot'ce in two dffirent
directions: the political end economical
disintegration of the Russian federation in one
direction and the military's ambition to re-
establish the Russian empire in the other. The
question now is what the local mafia bosses and
mi litary leaders will choose, what will b e mtional
from their point of view. 'Is the economy the
single most important factor in Russia today?
'Yes, this does not imply that all the mateial

prob lems disappears, i lln ess, misery, poverty,
sulferings. Some day the bankruptcies will also
dppear, and thm some 10-20-30 million people
will be unemployed. 'But doesn't the western
countries feel an obligation to counteract such a
developement? 'Yes, but that is completely
irrelevant. Those who are now in power in Moscow
wi ll n ot hav e anythi ng to d o w i th th e we st. Y e lt sin
himself is irrelevant. He has sold his soul to the
military... If he is allowed to remain as president
or dictator then it is with the good will of the
military. It is now, ,when these circels shall
receite their dues, that we will see more of
Georgia, Abchasia, Tadjikistan. Either the
d i sint egrati on continu e s with ac cel e rating spe e d,

then there is the isk that the military witl end up
in a war with itself in many places. Or the
military pulls itself together and try to hold
everything together, then the disintegration will
stop. Thm it might even be an md to mafia and
cime. It is only that there are not many who
wou ld like to liv e in a state wh ere th e mi li tary ha s
beaten the majia. h's likely to be as goingfrom
the ashes and into thefire. '(GP 05.10)

More than 30000 coal miners staged a 1 day
strike Nov. I 1, completely halting production in
the Vorkuta region. (IW Jan.94)

Throughout this autumn the dollar has been
noted to somewhere between 1000 and 1200
roubles, and that in spite of an inflation rurming
at high speed. In reality this means that the
dollar's value at the Russian market each month
has been reduced with between 10 and25 yo...

One ofthe reasons why the rouble can soon be
counted among the hard currencies, is that the
Russian government has tlrown out dollars at the
local exchange markets.. . But the main reason is
to be found somewhere else: To stimulate Russian
banks in buying roubles instead ofdollars, the
interest on loans has been increased to I 7,5 %o pr.
month. The interest on deposits has followed in
the same direction, with the result that suddenly
it isprofitabletoputroubles inthebank. Thusthe
demand for roubles has gone up. Instead ofbeing
thrown out on the exchange markets, the roubles
have been put in the bank. (Aft 15.1 1)

'The economy ofUkraine is in deep collapse,'
says economyministerShpek. krfl ation is rururing
about 70% a month. Fuel is so scarce that many
factories and even buses in some regions no
longer run. Investment is at a standstill. Foreign
reserves, says a central bank oflicial, are
negligible. Free-market reform is caught in
political gridlock. Living standardshaveplunged
50olo since '91. lIkraine's chiefforeign business
venture consists of dickering with the west over
how many billions ofdollars it can get in return
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for dismantling its nuclear missiles. (Wall Str.
Journal Europe 15.11)

'There are about 20 million people uithout
work in Rus sia. The ofiicial statistics with 7 00000
unemployed is not reliable ' the Russian vice
minister for work said yesterday. He gave the
information in an interview with the German
weekly 'Die Woche'. 'According to my
informations 2I % of all Russian enterpises are
unprofi t ab I e. A.ft e r th e s t at e s of th e form e r S ov i e t
Union broke olftheir economical relations, rav

mateials and other supplies have become scarce.
Therefore we have been forced to close many

factoies. '(Aft 18.1l)
In the Nadym region of north-western Siberia,

a 9-day strike by workers in the natural gas

industry ended Dec.l when the state-owned gas

firm Gazprom agreed to demands including
prompt palnnelt ofwages anears dating back as

much as6 months. Managementalsopromisedto
resettle workers in south centoal Russia. (IW l/
e4)

On Nov.22 workers in 44 Nadym enterprises,
mostly in construction and transport, went on
indefinite strike. Afteraweek 72 enterprises and
a total number of25000 workers were on strike.
Gaswell andpipeline maintenance workersdidn't

j oin, but made it clear that ifthe strikers' demands
were not met, gas supplies to central Russia
would be shut off. h the city ofNadim the strike
committee took over many functions of the
localadministration. Detachments of rurionists
guarded important installations andhelped police
patrol the steets. Improbable in this harddrinking
region, a ban on alcohol sales was imposed and
made to stick. Every day pickets assembled
outside the mayor's office. OnNov.27 as many as

a third ofthe city's population of50000 gathered
in arctic
temperatrres to
support the
strikers'
demands. After
negotiations
resumed Nov.30
the government
quickly
conceded every
point of the
demands.
Moneywouldbe
made available
within 3 days for
unpaid wages,
which also
would be

indexed for inflation. Within l0 days further
sums would be forwarded to cover debts to
contracting organizations. Thousands of
apartments would be built in central Russia to
house former gas workers. On Dec.2 the Nadym
city strike committee voted to return to work. The
progovernment Imestiya was left to lament:
"There is a danger that this precedent of
unconditionally satisfying all demandsthat might
inspire neighbouring regions to take similar
measures." (IW 1/94)

The central economical figures for Russia tells
with all clearity that the difiicult times are not yet
over, the Norwegian Exports council reports.
During the first three quarters of the year gross
production fell with 11,1 o compared to the
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preceeding year, while indutrial production fell
with 17,1 o/o, oil production 14,7 o/o arrd.

investments 10 %. (Aft 23.11)
At the same time danger comes from the

strike-willing miners in the coal area Donetsk. In
40 minestheproductionfalls againandagain due
to strikes. The miners demand more money for
the coal from the customers, the Ukrainian steel
mills and power stations. The government price
of 1 37000 coupons a ton hardly covers the wage
costs. Energy intensive industrial plants have
already stopped production. The public transport
in the countryside has already broken down. In
Dnjepropetrowsk angry people who had waited
for the bus to work for hours beat up the drivers.
Whole living quarters have not been heated for
days... llkraine slides deeper and deeper into the
crisis. The social product will fall with a fr{th this
year, foreign trade is falling fast, investments are
hardly done at all. (DS 48/93)

The flash-point will probably be in the far
north. Coal miners employed in the 13 pits
around Vorkuta in the Arctic circle have not
received pay for the past two months... Vorkuta
is scarcely fit for human habitation. Housing is so
limited that some miners' families have to live in
the barracs originally built there for slave labour
prisoners in the '30: 'You can skate on their
kitchen Jloors, ' complains Mr. Pobov. Worse,
some 30000 pensioned-off miners are now
marooned in Vorkuta: inflation has destroyed
their savings and their dreams ofretiring to more
clement parts ofRussia. Russia still has the third
biggest coal industry in the world (after America
and China). However, its output peaked at 4 l 7m
tonnes in '88. Since then it has fallen to 325m
tonnes in '92. It is likely to fall further. Thanks to
the collapse ofRussia's industrial output and to
switching from coal to cheaper natural gas,

domestic demand for coal in 2000 may be barely
overhalfofits 1 990 level. Suchdismal economic
realities do not appear to have impressed the
bureaucrats in Moscow. Rather than closing
down the moneyJoosing pits, they have chosen
to cut production at all Russia's 300-odd pits.

The workforce employed in the industry has
actually increased, tojustunder 800000. Subsidies
have increased from the equivalent of29 cents
for every torme mined in '91 to $5,66 a tonne
now. So far this year the government has handed
over $1,7 billion (orjust tnder 2Vo ofRussia's
GDP)ofzubsidies tothe coal industry... Asensible
policy might start by closing the 125 pits that
employ almost half of Russia's coal miners, but
produce only20% of its coal. The ministry of fuel
and energy has drawn up tentative plans to close
42 pits, which between thern producejust 3% of
Russia's coal. But there is little political will to
implement even this modest plan. At Khalmer-
Yu, 70km north of Vorkuta (which makes it the
most northernly coal mine in the world), each
miner produces a mere I 4,5 tonnes ofcoal a year.
The pit clearly has no future, but nobody has the
nerve to tell the town's 4500 inhabitants... The
miners' prominence has irked workers in Russia's
oil and gas industries. Theirpay is also in arrears,
for similar reasons. Oil unions in Surgut are
threatening to strike. Some I 8000 gas workers in
the west Siberian town ofNadym are already on
strike. They are tlreatening to cut a pipeline
through which 200m cubic metres ofnatural gas
flow each day to Western Europe. That is more
than Germany's daily consumption. (The
Economist 04. l2)

Russian coalminers last night called off a
strike which had threatened to undermine
president Yeltsin's election campaign in the last
days before the poll. Interfax news agency said
that union leaders from the Arctic coal basin of
Vorkuta had signed a peace deal with the
goverffnent and had agreed to resume work
today. Earlier yesterday the strike had spread
across three regions when the 30000 Vorkuta
miners were joined by thousands of workers in
theUralsandinnorthem Siberia. Thekrdependent
Miners' Union called out its members to protest
against non-payment ofwages and over a range
of other complaints. Strikers also demanded a
govemment reshuffle by Yeltsin, who faces
parliamentary elections on Dec. 12 and has
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traditionally enjoyed strong support among

miners. Ahead of last night's peace deal, miners
in the main Russian coalfield of the Kuzbass
were considering joining the strike today,
according to Mamedov, deputy president of the
Independent Miners' Union. The strikers, who
had produced a list of 25 demands, were most
aggrieved over long delays in wages payments

and in the rapidly worsening situation in the
coalfields - as rail tariffs for coal carriage soar,
increasing the indebtedness of the pits and the
insecurity ofthe miners. The govemment recently
proposed a programrne ofclosures ofmore than
40 pits nationwide, including 4 of the 13 in
Vorkuta, an area almost utrolly dependent on the
mines. (FT 07.12)

The union boss finds time for a talk with
Aftenposten between lots of meetings and
telephone conversations. The mood is tense in
Vorkuta. The miners have given the govenunent
an ultimatum within the next few days to meet
their dernands. If the demands are not mel
Vorkuta and the other coal mining districts will
go on all out strike. That might cripple the life
nerve of the Russian economy. If deliveries of
coal stops, thousands ofRussian enterprises will
have to close. . . In the two years since the breaking
up of the USSR the miners have expected their
conditions to improve. But instead of
improvements, conditions have deteriorated. In
Dec. '93 the status is that the government is
billions ofroubles inarrems withwagepalments.
InIlation undermines their living standards. Many
ofthe benefits that in spite ofeverything did exist
in the USSR, like cheap air fares and holidays in
the south, are about to be lost... For the toil in the
mines, Subol (miner in Vorkuta) earns 300000
roubles a month, which is about 250 US dollars.
Onthiswageheshall supportwifeand 3 children.
Most workers in the former Soviet Union procure
some food besides their work and can thus
augmenttheirmeagrewages. Duringthe summer
tens of millions of Russians are buisily occupied
with growing potatoes and vegetables on their
small lots outside ofthe big towns. In Vorkuta the

situation is different'. 'Here in the Northwe have

only ourwages to live on. Even potatoes will not
mature during the short Arctic summer. Only the
top layer of the Tundra will thaw in June-July,
and nothing can be grotwt there. Pices in the
stores are also much higher here than elsewhere
in Russia because the goods must be hauled
thousands ofkilometres. The result is thatwe eat
everything ve earn ', he says. (Aft 09.l2)

The past month there has been many large
strikes among miners and others. More are to
come. Just now a strike is going on at a nickel
kombinat in Norilok. Dissatisfaction is huge."
(krternationalen I 7. 12)

A bellwether for the possibility of mass social
struggles inthe coming period isthe recent strike
in the Vorkuta coal fields, long a bastion of
support for Yeltsin. The Independent Union of
Miners (NPG), which was formed with the aid of
US imperialism via the AFL-CIO bureaucracy,
opposed a one-day strike in early September of
500000 workers organized in the ex-Stalinist
miners union. The NPG also backed Yeltsin's
dissolution of parliament later that month. But
with over two months of unpaid wages, the
Vorkuta NPG leaders organized a hunger strike
inNovember, culiminating in a one-day walkout
on Nov. I 1 . On Dec. 6, they struck again for hve
days, calling offthe walkout on the eve of the
elections only after Moscow promised yet again
to pay up. But the relatively privileged miners
still face massive pit closures if Yeltsin/Gaidar
havetheirway. Anotherstrike overbackpayment
of wages by gas industry workers in the Siberian
cityof,Nadyrn virtually shut dorrunthearea before
ending in victory in early December. Even the
pro-Yeltsin'Izvestia' (Dec. 3 lep orted:.' Econ ontic
demands receded into the background, while
people were urged constantly to vote against the
gwernment and to boycott the referendum on the
constitution.' Thousands of angry strikers
surrounded the government's negotiators when
they arrived at the airport, and picket signs read:
'The thieving government should resign!' (W\l
17.12)
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HOW THE RECOMPOSITION
OB THE RULING CLASS

TAKES PLACE

Like everywhere, the class of proprietors
consists of those who possess a possibility to
appropriate the collective product in its favour,
because it controls the process ofproduction and
distribution:

- State fimctionaries, the nomenklatwa (coming
largely from the apparatus of the ex-communist
party) and leaders (and even labourers) oftrades
connected with criminal structures. They form a
group linked to commercial capital. Their typical
ideology is monetarism, considering money as

the principal form of wealth.
- The group ofindustrial authoritieswhich is in

contol ofthe production ofmanufactured products
(but doesn't posses them); they may have the
possibility to redistribute it in it! own favour, on
condition that the property of the means of
production is allottedto it legislatively. Recently
they made up a group of industrial capital
representatives. The ideology of these industrial
russians is mercantilism, considering commodity
as a source of wealth but not wealth itself.

ln the process ofthe restrucfuring ofthe soviet
economy, these two elements of the ruling class
represent contradictory interests, which are
behind the political conflicts without that one
knows clearly u,ho represents who.

The principal interest of commercial capital is
the accumulation ofmonetary wealth, somewhat
similar to initial accumulation of capital in the
developed cormtries. This situation determines
the character of the ongoing process of
privatisation: the new prorietors, not in a hurry to
integrate itselfinto the production process, prefer
to use the properlry it has acquired as a source of
immediate proht.

The layer ofindustrial leders (in general old
managers of the stalinist regime) are first of all
interested in the preservation of the means of
production, because as a layer of the ruling class

it only exists as far as the production frurctions.
Their second interest, which is also important, is
to preserve their administrative function by
becoming independents, i.e. toboomeprorietors
and by that receiving their part in the sharing out
ofstate property. The interests ofthese directors
are somewhat contradictory: the best way to
appropriate capital is to have it driven into the
worst possible conditions ofoperation in order to
be able to buy it at a low price.

The class ofsalarisedworkers possess neither
any authoritative frrnctions nor any means of
control over production or distribution.
Consequartlythey have no possibilityto influence
the process ofredistribution taking place ofthe
ownership of the means of production.

In the distribution process, the old or new
rurions act as represantatives of the salarised
workers, but they represent themselves a
hierarchial administative stnrcture . Their actions
as representatives of the workers aims on one
hand at strengthening their role in production
and on the otherhand to maintain the production
apparatus as a means to safeguard the
ernployment. As a struchre tvhose character is
largely inherited from its totalitarian prdecessors,
in their actions they also aim at their own
preservation and to maintain their influence.

To achieve without too much delay this
recomposition of the ruling class, a trilateral
commission was formed in 1 992 and which Igor
Klotchkov, president of FNPR, defines as
follows: "an expeiment in social parfitership...
where the three components ofthe market: labour/
union representatives, business and gwerument
cooperate, agree to rules ofplay on the labour
market, the pice ofmanpower and othermatterc...
The system allows us to solve dfficult questions
without having to resort to a strike or other
seious means ", (Russian Labour Review no.2,
p.l5)

One can see that, parallel to the recomposition
of the ruling class, the structures of domination
and mediation in the process of exploitation of
labour are also established. The fact that the old
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'totalitarian union' was able, despite the economic

and political upheavels, to remain the dominant
union, well experienced in the fiurction as an

intermediary for establishing the price of the
labourforce, shows very well that there has only
been a transformation in the form of capitalist
exploitation.
(To a large extent based on matedal in Russian Labour
Review no.l urd2 ard Industrial Worker May 93.)

SOME EXAMPLES
The establishment of a new capitalist class

makes one think about the conquest ofthe Far
West. 7. December'93 all the 2000 commercial
banks in Russia were closed for a day to protest
against the murder ofligatchev, president ofthe
Rosselkhozbank. This murder revealed the fierce
war in the milieu, mentioned above, of the layer

of owners which had or have taken leading
positions in the distribution sector and which
first of all seek "to make money" as quickly as
possible. h 1993 twelve other bankiers were
assassinated in the same way: this arises from
organised gangs or the competition between
businessmen or bank clients who in this find an
easy way to wipe offtheir debts (for 6000 dollars
one can find a killer - that is cheaper than paying
a loan of millions of rubles). This is first and
forernost the consequence of a system in which
not only the state has no authority, but in which
it doesn't yet exist the legislation permitting the
regulation ofthe banking structures andrelations.
Some ofthe banks are even facades for gangs

Yeltsin's men admit bank raid
Russim President Bods Yeltsirr's s(r'uritv scrvio. ildnritl{l
responsibility yesterday for a raid oD a ltussial bank On
Irriday about 35 masked llurmrr bkrckcd ofl Most llank s
headquarters, next d@r to Iiussia's Whill llotrso. A stx)kcs
wolru lor the seruice said thc foru:s wrr: s('nt to iDv{)sligate
reports of heavily-armed men in a car l).rlrrlriing lo Mr Vladi
mir Gusinsky, president of Most Ilank 'l'hc s(urily servi(l
tsunBen barred etrtry to thc building and sear(ihed cars
belonging to the bark. Six drivers aild s(\rurity guards frotrl
Most Bilk were detained, but later releastrl. Mr (iusinsky micl
he would take legal action against thc security servicc lbr
"overstepping the bouds of powcr". Mosc(N, AI'

Financial Times 06.12.94
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involved in all kinds of 'rfork' and for which all
'procedures' are'allowed'. Some of the banks
keep veritable private armies with dozens of
lifeguards protecting the leaders. This is howthe
new legal structures of the new version of
capitalism is formed.

* SRK - The Council ofWorkers Committees
ofthe Kuzbasi - was founded in '89 on the basis
oftheKuzbassminers' strike committees (whose
movernent, together with others, contributed to
the fall of Gorbachev) and strives for close
cooperition with Russian authorities. Together
with the the'American union AFL-CIO and
American coal companies, the SRK leadership
started working out plans for an international
conglomerate - Krubass Coal - to exploit the coal
and the Russian miners.

* The 17 February '93 a strike of the 1900
miners ofthe themost profitable mine in Russia,
the Vorgashorskaya mine in Vorkuta in the north
of Russia, ended. It had started in December '92
due to delays in the payment of wages, and the
strikers also demanded that the director ofthe
mine should b<! elected by the workers. They
proposethe chairman oftheMGunion cell atthe
mine, who is arrested 12. February. 15. February
the mine is occupied by 350 workers. The
occupation ends when the union chairman is
relases two days after, and 19. February he is
elected director of the mine. The struggle was
centered on the question of the privatisation:
participation in the control and sharing ofthe
profits ofthe sale ofcoal. In other words a sort of
selfmanagement. But, considering that the union
NPG is pro-governmental, that the actual bosses

ofthe mines certainly are ex-bureaucrats, it is
difficultto saywhatishiddenbehindthis "taking
over of control" by a union leader and if the
miners won't be tricked in this story.

*The metallurgical combines in Chelyabinsk,
providing 70% ofRussia's special-purpose steel,
show how privatisation has given the
nomenklature an opportunity to turn themselves

into capitalists. Behind the backs of the workers
86 managers of the enterprise formed a joint

stock company and to buy the enterprise it
obtained an interest-freeloan of 1,8 billionrubles,
to be paid back in steel. The managers gained the
right to purchase shares worth 15 million rubles
each whereas a worker could only get shares
worth 50000 rubles. With the involvement of
union leaders these managers have grabbed
everything and become capitalist owners. 12.
Febnrary'93, 600 workers and technicians met
and called for the establishment of a strike
committee struggling against this appropriation
which was discoveredby accident, declaring that
"this a/fair has exposed the savage greed ofthe
trade union and the nomenklarara... " What can
they do against this (in the words of the workers)
"union and economicmafia" which was careful
to have legality on its side and which in order to
have it respected surely have the 'public force' at
its disposition. We don't know the end of this
story.
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TRADD IJNION MOVOMDIfI IN RUSSH.

THD YEAR'S RESU,TS

By Boris Kravchenko

lhris Kravchenko
rs an editor
ot lhe labour
Irrf ormalion
('enlre
.,KA.9KOR".

The period after Auqust l!r]l didn't pr.xluct
chdngE in thc X)sitlon ol lorcs The
contradictions betwen the old. e cdllql 'otf icial'
unions and structur.s which dppedhrl after the
mas miners'strik6 of l9B9, strll txisl iust at a

new level. The old unions txrinrc thc only old
structure that i-s still dllvc altcr thc fdll of
totalitarianism on the territory o[ the ex Soviet
Union. Although it wds exlfftd a mn$ exit
from the old Soviet tr.rde untons didn t Nur-
Their laders "havinq diess(xrrtHl thtrn*lvs
from the coup, managed to k@l) thc innunrerablc
propert,G ot the old trddc untons lornrRl by the
subsiption fEylncnts o[ ntany gcncrations of
Soviet p@ple Strong 6n(l wcll lEid sl.dffs were
prerved as well as o liund o[ 9rtrl insurance

The clash betwrln lurdcrs ol thc Fslerotion
of lndependent Tradr: Unions rtt Rusia (FNPR)

and the of evtral rrlrrnal or(l.rnistions who
@me out from old nriddle class untons tmame
ls hGtile at thc u(l of the yedl- Encountering
with the 16l l)r()bletrs ol labour grcupq
knowing very well thcir altitude to the
@untrywide prlres thcy hdd to behave
therelvs much morc rddi@lly then their
eotral ldders Thc fact that 9me organistioE'
from the FNPR refuscd to transfer money to the
Federation entrc E a good example of this

Nowadays the leadcr of the 'inner-
oppcition'. the Mmow Fedcration of Trade
UnioN (MI.P) has iLs own wial Krity
progrdmn and is irying to make up their own
attitude to the onsequens ot the Yellsin-
Gaidar pr(4ratrrm. \l/e can find to their oedit
such actions as support for the medial atrd
techers strikB in the spring of 1992 support for
!:bs in the military production sphere which is
now in a dep crisis b<au* of the onversio[
It helped atso to hold *veral metings dnd
demoNtrations The two faced policy ot the
FNPR didn t allow it to organis<thdt activity on
the sle of the whole @unlry.

Nevertheless, the attemps of the MFP to
cdw d split were not su(:!:sful At the spring
plenary meting of the FNP& they propoed the
crQtion oI a new union enter based on regional
enters irut the idea wd iurned down becaE
the mdFrity of the organihtions there didn't
suptbrt iL ln the fall the MFP di$ussed the
translerring ot all sial benelit funds to the
governmenL The Soviet trade unioN had always
held the funds sinc their qeotion. ln tim6 of
rcnmic iNtability the f unds were emetim6
used by the staff of the old trade unions for
ommercial purpo*s (ths facls have been
published) and with the helP of ths lunds they

were dble to r@ive ertdin priveledgE Control
of th@ funds gave the MFP crtain advantaq6
over other unions from the onst. At the enJ of
the summer YelLsin signed a d6re llaking a

government commision in charge o[ all sial
benefits Funds It was d<ided that the frrnds
would rerndin in the pGssioD of the MFP until
the ldw went into eff{L This dcision caused
protet from thc Ieader of another trdde union
organiatiorr Sergei Khramov. Klrramov mdde
threats to the government that he would call a

strike it the prsident's dcre was not carried
oul The matter of the money was one of the
ramns why the MFP held a 'day of unitf for
the unions in tlre ldll of lgCz

The Federation o, lndependent Trade
Unions' mllctive action c@rdinating
committe called for working @ll(livs 1o

take to the strets on October 24, hold
demonstrationi and demand that the RNian
government and the lcal authoritiG ster the
course of {onomic reforms more towards the
favour of the workers The official figuru on
this action can b€ taken oPtimisti6lly. Actions
tmk plae in 56 out of the 60 adminstrative

of the Rusian Federation. Rallig were
held not only in the administrative enters, but
also in small towns.

More than 5o,0OO p@ple signed a petition
with the demands More thao 20O telegrams
were snt to the government demanding a
change in the tour* of reform

However. T out o[ 3t] branch uniom didnt
support the MFPS actions The Union of Miners
and Metallurgic Workers drcided to l6ve the
federation all together at their Plenary meting
which toqk plae after the offensive lts
lBdership i$ued a ddaration along with a
number of other unions The views expre*d in
this dedaration differ a great del from the of
the MFP. We may re the appeoranc of new
lrade union Miations from the unioN in the
nar future

The porticpation of ls than 10*, of the
federation's current members on be explained
as part of a general apathy among the P@Ple
who are not used to fighting for their rights in
@nDEtion with the old trade unions It 6n also
be partly explaioed by lhe contradictions within
the MFP itself. We won't go into all the details
ol this but we shouid bring it 1o your attention
that the signaturs 'of the very eme lrade
unions experts which appear on union
dmrents Glling for a dialogue with the
goverDmeot alo.appear on the appeal of the
All-Ru$ia Workers Cooference, which wd
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called by the comrnunist parliaolentary
optrsition in order to organize a general strike
and put foward its political demands. (Thse
organizing attempts [ailed.)

Such actions by the official unions make
one think that they are trying to carve out
their niche in society through trial and error.
Experts attribute a fundarnental change in the
upper leadership of the MFP to the fact that in
March 1993 there will be elections to the
Federation Council. Then the MFP should
finally define its relations with the official
leadcrs ([rom the old party administration) and
with entrepreneurial organizations and
organizations opposing the policies of the
presidenL

Official unions can no longer allow
themselves to do only a minimal amount of
work, as they had become accustomed to doing.
The events of August 1991 f undamentally
changed the relationship o[ trade unions to t]rc
authorities, The most last govcrnment of thc
Soviet Union, comprised mainly of uppcr party
members, was concerned with the problem o[
saving thc party and their own positions and left
the unions to fend for themsclvcs. C:orbachev's
bunch reacted to the actions o[ these new
structures only when it became impossible to
ignore them.

Before August l99l the Russian governrnenl,
not having complete power yet but having a
good sense of the political situation, tried to get
in good with the independent workers
movemenl [t is interesting, for example, that
during the miners' strike, when they werc
demanding C,orbachev's dismissal, the Silayev
government gave 47 million roubles to the
Vorkuta strike committee and to the lnde
pendent Miners' Union (NPGI At that time,
Yeltsin's authorily was so great that he managed

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN RUSSIA. THE YEAR'S RESULT
This article is translated from the first issue (l/93) ofthe joumal Russian Iabour Review. 'August
1 99 I ' refered to in the first sentence is the attempted coup d'Etat by ex-stalinists and forces of the
army, which ended up with reassuring the domination of Yeltsin - and the elimination of Gorbachev,
whose role in the events have remained obscure. Later on in the article when they write about "This
spring, the strike ofthe budget branch workers' strike... ", it is meant the spring of '93, and the article

deals with the situation from autumn '91 to spring '93.

to stop the strike in two ddys wllen an dplnrcnt
crisis was at hand.

After August the NPG the piloG' union and
Sotsprof received positions close to the Russian
government. They took part in the Trilrteral
cornmission's work (trade unions - employers -
government) on the resolution of wial conflicts-
ln this way they havc pressed a lot of the
positions of the FNPR. It happened on the first
of October that lgor Klochkov. leader of the
FNPR. was simply thrown out of a TV studio by
the order of state secretary Gennady Burbults-
At that monrent' TV discussion betwrcn thc
government and the unions was bcing hcld. Suclt
government's actions give many ob*rvers
rea-son to spcak about a government wislt to
have new "pocket" trade unions just in thc sarne
way as the CPSU had VCSPS. This wish
coincrdes with the aspiration of alternative
structures to have official recognition The
position of the Council of Workers'Comlrrittets
of Kuzbas-s (SRK) is intersting in this rcstxtt. It
is the best organized new structure of our days.
It originated on the base of strike conllnittccs
and encompasses the biggest part of the
Kuzbass region.

Today the Council o[ Workers'Conlrnittccs
of Kuzbass supporG the governrnent, This
spring. in facl, the budget branch workers'strikc
was broken down by the SRK's proprrganda.
Besides that SRK is a force that trics to influcnce
political developments in Russia. Since the
bcrginning o[ the last yeaCs autumn crisis be-
tween the qovernment and the Jrarliarnent
Kuzbass came out cateEorically aqainst
convocation of the next Congress of Pcoplc's
Deputies and against depriving Yeltsin of his
extraordinary po,wers. Members of SRK have
their own project of creating an independent coal
business concern, and sources to realise this
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MI'I, l@ders no
lDger .ddrs the
workers ercl6ively
trt Mdy Day
r I c moDsttationt

proFL therefore bureducratic varrant of
privatietion widesprsd in Ru$ia is not d
danger for them.

In contrast to trade unions that have been
alreddy admitted, other new ones expcrience
more difficulties in their attempts to
counteract the underiakings of the
administration and lcal authorities- Some
workers aspire to defend lhemselves from
the administration's variant of privatisation
which infringes upon their interests- This
explains their dspiration to get out from the
old trade unions. but it is very difficult for
the iDdependent lrade-unions to organize
themselves, to held the meetings, to elst
co-ordinating bodies. In the past help cdme
from Sotsprof. If a new trade union enters a
regional department of Soisprof it can itrvite
ldwycrs to work in the rcgion, open an
account, begin oflicial activities. Many
organisations ch@se this way, because they
have no alternative-

Sergey Khrdmov, the l6der of Sotsprof,
nams fantastic figure5 speaking of the size of
his trade union. Many regional organiations do
not agre with Khramov. who. they $y. lmks at
the trade union movement from the government
Ipint of view. They try to act indelrendently.
remaining il members of Sotsprof, That's why
the number of indeFEndent trade utrioN in
Rrcia drcn't grow- Their memtErship hd not
grown much either- Alexandcr Sergeyev, the
Chairman of the NPG of Rusia, sys that there
are 60 thousnd members now Thi-s is only lO
thownd more than it wa-s aftcr the strike of
1989. The maprity of working 1rcple in Rusia
don't conn€t the improvemcnt of thcir f inancial
state to the defene of their rights through the
uniom The authority of both old and new trade
union struqturB is still t@ wak.

Orlhcdox @rmmists undslmk dcprate
attempts to pre*Dt the workers'trrovement as a
bas for thetr political demands for the rcvival of
the Soviet Union, for the r6igndtion of the
liberalq for a revival of the stdlinist CPSU. Th*
attempts failed.

The attcrJrpt to organize "Labour Russid"
.rnd Russian Communist Workers' Party
(RKRP) committees at enterprises had no
succss. No one can find- new forces at the
planls that support stalinist demands. Many
people taking pdrt in their actions do not share
communist ideas, but have gone to extrem6
due to the government policy. Tho*
thousdnds ol people. who come oul oi to
Moscow st.eets with red flags from time to
time are trot an organizd force. They rc the
N.rtiondl Salvation Front {FNS) as a posible
force which could relieve their life troubles
Thes people cannot be considered a part of
the workers'movemen! though there bave
been several m@tingq and some declarations
and appeals appeared.

Aurong other fores which are not in a
hurry to part from communist ideals we have
to note the trdde union "I)efence". Its creation
was initiated by the Mdrxist Workers Party
{MRP). Union leaders pay a lot of attention to
sqial defence. They hotE to get union support
in future. "Defence" tries to commuoica'.e with
non-qovernment left orqanizations and inde-
pendent trade unions. But we can't s@ any
developmert of this union in the most recent
period,

I In qeneral the problem of newcomets was
lone of the mct *rious Ior all trdde ulions The

I mct active dnd concious pdrl o[ workers have

lprned unrons dlredy. Alterndlrve unrons .an
lcount on thcm ln their efforts to wlthsldnd
stronq authontis - "barracks wialism". which
is the old unions hcritdge Durrng lhe time thdt
passed olter the Auqust coup pmple hdve
realizcd the advantages of alterndtive tradts
union movement and gme leaders as well have
felt plmsurs of lmdership positions Many
experG now fear the bureaucratiation of the
movement. But new active people with a trade
union nrentality can appear as the living stdnd-
ard progrsively falls and new sial conflicts
aris But not all of the new struclurE dre ready
to support the workers'activity. The PAt-S (indF
pendent pilots' union) leaders behaviour is a
god example of this. They were categorically
against the strrke of their colledques the air
traffic controllers.

The air trallic controllers orgaDized and kept
this strike going alrnost aione and met with
ciminal proKulion. Other unions ref used to be
in confrontation with the government bsdus of
the consequenc6 Such tendencie in trade union
movement don't caue optimisrn.

So, it can be concluded that unions b€gio the
sond yar of reforms withoot a united trade
union front which could be able to limit
goveronrent's wish to cut down the widl rights
of workers in accordance with the International
Monetary Funds rffomendations. Corpordte
interesls problems of property, the fight for the
right to oficially repr6ent the labour movemenL
fear of initiativE lrom below - all of the old
unioro and the newly created on6 share ths
problem Cf,tting over them dnd making a final
turn from intrigues to rcal saial defene in this
time of dep crisis is the f irst task for the trade
union and workers' movemenL



THE DONBASS STKIKD
By Vlad Tupikin

In Jue, 1993,

there was a luge
scale Einers
strike in the
Donetsk coal
region which
rod(ed what was
lhe second
larget industrial
power in the
fomer USS& the
Ukraina

The miners are the m6t rebelliou workers
iD the CtS The first big strik6 of the Gorbachev
era started in the ce.l indEtry in 1989. The
miners fomed new trade unioE which
ountgbalmced the old psedounion structurG
which had sisted sine the 2Os

The minqs had always ben rcmidered the
ore of the working das They were
@mparatively well paid for their hard labour -
better tban in other indGtrie and ertainly
better tban agrialtural workers or the in the
srvie stor. To ey that mmebody erned
"rniner.d wages'm@Dt that they were welloff in
the Soviet Utrio[ When their wag6 were at
back at the start of Gorbachey's refoms ihe
Bin€rs would not stand for iL The history of
Soviet siety hd shown that protst d6n't
lake plae under the mct strict regims but
wben the teror of the autboriti6 Is and
politic bmme more liberal

Although mioers strike have sbakq the
onomy of the USSR every yd siDe 1989, the
key probteru with lhe oal indutry have yet to
be mlved They are still wlved in the prmt
day Ukraine The working otrditioE at many
miB6 are uacUy the sme 6 they w@ 60
y6rs ago when they were buill The tecnology
is out of date and there is a lot of work done by
hand The slary of a mitrs before the strike wil
70,0oo karbovanGy a month (or Is than S25
the sme amount that a low paid intellectual
works would make in M(rew}

The Ukrainian parliament wN e buy
dircing the legiumacy of the UkrainiaD
government that they didn't pay any attention
to the mnomic problerc of the miners When
they withheld the wags of the miners while
raEing pric by 3-5 timeq the Donetsk miners
blew up-

THE REASONS FOR THE STRIKE

Thirty y6rs ago the government o[ the
USSR ddded that Donetsk col wu not m
efficient f uel pure and that there wc no
potential for the ind6try. Sine theo the
invEtment io the indstry h6 ben lowered
many tim6 They stopped building new min6
and s the mins were left outmoded and
unprofitable There wd also a switch from cl
to oil and gas in m6t indstry, CGI extraction
h6 also tallen by a third and it d6n't exceed

Yrd lrpllln b .n dld ot fr id.. L.h, l.vhr
.d .i dvbr M h ht.fu.h ol b.ft&
tyMkrh lu3l,
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l4O million torc a year. The prie of col hd
risn almct 5Oo tim6

The miners reminded the govmmat of
their problem sveral tim6 from lS9-S by
holding strikeq the UkraiDian govement met
all of their demands c Donbas ml is tbeir only
sLable energy sure lTraNlato/s nots There
have ben problem with obtainitrg 96 aud oil
itr the Ukraine r they were always dependot
upon REian suppliel But wage inoffi
brought no relief to the miners every time
saliliG were raised in mining regioE this
muely led to a new spiral of inllation in the
Ukraine Aside from rcnomic prcblru thm
are aho problem of nationalit)4 the mFrity of
the population of the Donbass, jut like in the
r6t of the mtem Ukrainq speak RNian and
bave hctile felings about fored rilrainization
Alrady eme politiciaN from the Estem
t kraine ne makhg this a poliu@l ise lt is
possibly for this rwn that politiol dmnds
surfaed at the beginning of ihe Jue strike
They dmmded a referudum be beld asking
wheths psple trwt the. Parlimenl
governEent and the prEident of the Ukraine
ud on the mnomic indepeodae of the
Donetsk and other eastern Ukrainie regdoE
By detaring @nomic independene the
miners would hope to chmge tire uDfair
sitmtion where lG2O percent of lhe national
budget is taken from the westem UkraiDe
while 8(}'90 is taken from the stqL (Each

"oblast" or region in the w6tern Ukraine
contributE from O.8-L7 billion karbonavsty to
the central budget while each etrtem region
genually contribute from 24-35 billion. ln the
Donetsk region this figure is about 8&7 billion
karbovantsyJ

A basic packet of demands w6 put together
before lhe strike at a onferenc! of repre
sniativs from the Donetsk cml indwtry which
was held on May 28 f9O3 The demnds wse

-to hold a nationwide rdsudum on
September t, lg*t sking wheth* people have
Jaith in the prsident and the Ukrainian
parliament

-to guarante the Donetsk regdon economic
iDdependenc in the new Ukrainian @Ntitutiol$

-io impose fine on banks which withhold
,unds siarting lrom June 15. 1993

-1o maintain higher wag6 s mm[Enstion
for hard laboun

-to index wags and Prie on mL
They wanted to start the strike no earlier

than June 2! but the workers didn't want to wait
lhat long.
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A STRIKE OF

UNPRECENDENTED SCALE

The first mioers to stop work and take to the
strels on June 7 were the night shift workers
lrom the Znsiadko minq This mine is otre of the
mct priveledged min6 in the @l basitr Jtot
loog ago it reived the right to sll @l for hard
orrency. The onditions tor the workers at this
mine were @mparatively better thao th@ at
other mins in the .egio[

The strike began to snowbalt on the fiEt day
15 min6 went on strike and on the sDd day
50. By the Uth of June the fifth day of the strike
226 of the 25O min6 in the Ukraine had shut
down d well as 27 mioe @Etruction firE 8
@l works and morc than IOO indutrially
related bsiD(s throughout the Donetsk
LugaEk Dniepropetrovsk and Khukov regioE
By June 17 this had grcwn to 228 mines, 40 mine
@Ntruction (irms 16 @l works the @l
quarrie of the Kirovograd regiorL d well 6 123

related enterpris On JuDe 13 they clalated
that 6ch day ot the strike w6 GUng the
Ukraine 2 billion roubl6 .nd the damage wd
inoGing daily. At the 6d of the fiEt wek it
bcame der that the scale of the strike had
surpas*d that of the ldmo6 striks of l$q

Aside from th@ numbers, the strike diltered
from th@ of lour yem ago in aDothq cpect
i! 1989 a iypicl minels fmily @uld make it
through d mont-h on their wag€s aBd might even
have a little IeIt over, but in 1993 their wag6
wqe only enough to l6t a ouple of days The
govemmqt t@k this into a@utrt whe they
dEided to fulfill the mnomic d@ds of the
miners 6 much 6 poGsible on Jule !O. lt wG
obvioE thdt the govement d-id Dot wart to
aggravate the situduoo witb the miDers

Duing ihe strike the fomq dirEtor of the
Zasiadko mine and th@ mayor o{ Dooetsk
Yefim Zviogilskt w6 Damed vieptuis of the
Ukraloe The people of th€ rcgion ,elt like he wG
oDe of their owL lt wd he who anuouncEd at a
rally oo June 12 in Dooetsk thdt the govqnmst
had dcided to rai$ the elariB o[ mioers to
4OO.OOO karbovanGy a mont\ that tbe prGident
signed a dse to lows DitrqC tar6 by lO
p€rent and that d Gedit would be given to the

National Bank of the UkraiDe to pay off the
money owed to eme min6 flraNlatols note
For example cml wu purchased although the
banks did not or could not let the purchasing
enterpris withdraw enough money to @ver
their purchas They bought on sedit with the
understanding that they would pay when the
banks would pay out money. Donetsk Gl alooe
!s owed emething iike 50 biuion roubl6) But
lhis news didn't change the r@lve of the
strikers who believsl that Ote rcnomic
problem of the Donbas region @uld otrly be

elved lhrough politi@l m6E 'As long 6 the
supreme sovie( the Pr6idot atrd the Cabinet of
Mhisters don't rspond to our politi@t diuilds
we will @ntinue to strike'NikoLi Volynkq the
chairperon of the Donetsk hdePeodot MineE
Union told a KAS-KOR @rEpond@L

Aft$ prolonged debate the Suprm Soviet o{
the Ukraine ptrt of f disi@ of tbe minerC
dmds for u indeterhale Frbd on Jw 15
In Epoosq the Intsbrdch Stdke Committe
deired at their Jure 16 rreting to Prs foward
with their politicl d@ands The mire o-
mmcd that they would rbt dis then Potti@l
dsmds util a drisircn wc uude abdt the
refmdm A imisi@ to negotiate the rEt od

the dmads outd only be fcEed .Itswards tt
wG the fird tire sir lh€ July l*l strikG that
tffhs md dos metallurgists ald builderc
Eilway w6kss sludals aDd vetmN - in shtrt
much of the populauon - spported the dsmrds of
themin6

On June 17 the Supme Soviet ot the
Ukraine gave in to the minerC ultiEatm aod
moued that a refeBduE wold be held o
Sept 20 l9gl

The o+hair of the DoDetsL Wcks< Strike
Cr0mittee Mikhail Krylov, m6ted tbat
The dEisio[ of the Suprere Soviet to hold o
r€(emdum oD Sept 6 ouly fulfilled half of our
d@uds ruty'e need a gurante th.t if lhe popte
vote agaiNt tle.Pr6ident and the Soviets in the
rderendum th@ wiu be rsel€tim !lr,t/e wold
demand tbat [ry el6tioE be held m later thao
November tr Dcmbd of l9€[I This is the
primary @nditioD we wiu Put foward at the
n€gotiatiorc beforc we 6ll off the strite'

At sPM Jw 17 mgptatkx of tbe Politicat
dmds got undway. The Wctiag Crup of
th€ Cffidimttrg Cowil reprsted the strik$
at the negotiati$ and the First VicEPrmier,
Yefim Zviagilski ud the First Deputy Minister of
all the m.inislri€s Epr@ted th€ gPmL orr
Jw l8 the silrikG mtinu€d lo PtE fc
gwants tbat a c.tedlil f6 the Post o{
pGident sd the Cortrjl oa Feod.C DePuts
veld be hdd m hts lh!tr D@k EqI

Despite alt lhis the min$ reived oo such
gwants (A@rdirg to lhe @Nututio of the
Ukraioq a refemdm @[ r6ult h legal
impeachment ol the P6ident only iI no fewer
than 3 million psple vote agaiEt him ud ir aU
other @ it cD illY fle 6 u sPeEive
opinion poll) The fate of the mi[6 w8 d6x !t
ret Uurgi@l indEtries iD DtrieproFtroEk 6trd
Zaporozhe martial law wG i[siat€d By the !6th
ot June Gl $ppligs hdd beD virtuuy depleted
atrd IumG in many iod6tri6 bege to shut

-1
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oll. lt the strike continued a lew more days it
would l@d to m*sive l()ss in output in a
nuber oI indEtris Tbe retatlurgists
appealed to the minqs to let th@ $ve the
UkrainiaD metallurgy and @ke iDdwtri6

OD Jme lgrtr the C@rdiDatiDg Concil o, the
strikers announced that they would speDd the
strike However they would be rdy to start the
strike up agaitr if the govelmst did Dot eDacl
legislauon to fullill tbe .gr@Bts mde at the
negotiatioN ud il they did rcl fulfill their .
politi@l d@!ds lD the rslutir adopt€d by
the oucil they wite that tbe Suprme Soviet
mwt dEide withiD a wel( arts tte r6ults of
the relqendum have been publish€d wheths or
not to hold elcuoN no latq lhu D@Eber 198

On Jlm A at the begiming of tb€ lw wqk
we]( the @ixity oI miD6 stait€d workilg agai!
But a ttr gr@p6 oI works w@ hard to@viE
to go bad( to worls So c ol Jw A {4 miE w@
still6 crikeamDg them l5ol tber,miEflw
the KrivqodEk Gl basin aDd eE mins II@
tbe Lugalsk regim ild Pavlogad in tbe w6t@
Donbas Tbe strilG w@ mt bapp,y tbat @ly a
fry o{ t}re 35 points @eeded at tbe Degotiati$
re fultiued hrt the strike wuud dom ud by
Jme 25 ely 7 miE rqedill o strile

THE RESI.,LTS OF THE STRIKE

Oo Jlrc 24 the mirc frcm the Zaciadko Bire
ised d statemt i! whi$ they eid tb.t rEgbrEl
qMic iDd€pqdere shqrld oly be oepted in
@juD€tbs with eelectir .rd tbe
Bguiauo o, lml iuiiial bodi€s nDd

dmtive pow6 The dat@@t d.iE tbat
witbot this rwguiatioD tbe drutr lml Party
Dmdatm ad the ractiury diralm of
aterpri* will m inlom re Pof,6.Th@
who c ia powq N tryiDg b 'Dnhr their
fofils at tlE dper of lbe P€opb w" dol vut
b be p.rc i[ otb6 p@pleb gElE Tbe who
dgn€d UE datmt kw th.t thc strikc wu
@Ied rct only itr r6€-tim io skytr*criDq Fic
but in r6dix to the l@l govruot

This is a v6y dBra€tsistic F-ihple of UE
mirrg rdatioo to pol.itis Arrclbc rofle ot this
distrust wc tbe mimrg rffitbo !o tbe qprsic
o{ elidarity aDd oat6 o{ $Pport th.t they
reived ftm politic.l dgatriatiE Dt[ittg the
birhpoint o, tbe strike they reived a tdegrm
fm tbe leads o, the stalinist lnbqr RNia',
viciq Arpilov, whiJt they pmPUy tore up rcod
ew E ftw that type ol eliLrity. The
Bolsheviks a.tEdy sved RNia m ard rete
siill paying fa iL tf the Ukmine b.s dy erl ol a
,uturc it wl be a muist ooe'$id Yui
Ivbkarcv ard Alqmds KdlitriD, E@beE o{ the
critelmitt@

h tbe drit6g Jw l7tb .ddt6 to tb. rrgtNl
Soviet the llto.rey gwal. llE htqul AIt iF
Divi.doo aod state wity ofrijalr tbGy qplidty
dmrDad tb€ attmpls of m P@mlds to
r the sirike ld lheir om agmdas ltey dedared
UDt the q{r6 to be iieH in Elwtd( 6 Jw 19

to restablisb the ukrnitri.u CmEuisi Pany
weld be Gt wilh a suwg rwtiD @ th. pdd of
the wokm ard they 6ked th.t thit DetDg of the
hog siE df$edit€d panY be ilthy€d

By Jue 26 the Ukrainiu Cabiret o{ MinistErs
having look€d ovs the dmds oI UE strikqs
dEiled to give in to their basic dm@ds Tbey
deided to lowq tkir tax(h i,o chaDge the way that
poyrolls arc done at tlE eDterpriE to odopt oo
rul6 about @peBting workm whe bolth
bd beqt elfEl€d during wqh to raise the
minimu wage two tim ed to allow mh6 to
erporl. mre @l than beforq up to lO% o( tlrc l,otsl
extr-dct€d

They m also preparing t:@lutiou on lhe
fol}owiDg[

o the irc of foo4 fue{ and sood
$ppli6 to tle mires

€n chug6 io vaotion law.q
{n 6ing the moDey all@ted to aelcte

pople living in tbe ua of Chemobyl to move
thouquickllcpcsible

{o improviDg the @logi@l onditior of
indutrial ares

+u forbidding mmbers of tie Cabinet o,
Miaistqs ud state sruity olficial.s to work in
@Emscial qterpris6

The govmmot bowevs relused to @Dced
to eme of the EiDerJ demds This iDduded
tbe indsauoo of the liquid @pital oI u
$terpris which would bave ct 15 trilliotr
kilbovmGy aDd u indsation of the poplet
svingE which would have Gt 9 trillioL The
govmDenl iust m't alford tbat $rt of mmey-
For the sme r$n they did not agr to lhe
d@uds that workss be poid their lull waga
itr tie6 of t@porary diebiuty, to allot mtne
qtra BoDey Ior oqgy @MPtioD, to rais
peNioDs to chaDge the r€gulati,oN of ihe
@Mefs ,ud, to rais€ wag6 to the amut
Ded€d for Domal @Irupuon ild to PaY the
wqk6 for the time tley wN d strike

Th€ govrost fett that this would l6d to
a w rourd of inllatloa Tbe budget delicit itr
tbe UtraiDe is nk6dy ll lrilliou kdbovntsy.
EEy kilbovuets tbat the Natiooal Bank
priats devaluE the qistitrg k rbovaDets by @e
gurt6- The p@i6, leoid KuchD4 &-
rcuDced tbat the govmet will oDtiow to

alalye t}le mirerC d@Dds aDd to work m the
pll@t and tuturc policiE ot the Cabilet ot
Milistss He believ6 tbal ifs Dffiry to iD-
mdiirtely chaDge tlre w.y lhe st.te budget is

distributed aod be d61 wut to w6te Profits
oo pay itrffi 6 the Pro(its m
hdispqEible lq lbe devebPmt o[ iDdugry'

The wu als Do elutim made !o the
prcbto oI regimal @omk hdepeodqce lq
tbe Donbas !E Of m lhE isn't cveo

mu about tbl3 amng the miDss. l'ot oI
tb€ BiM fel llE! i, tbe Doobos w@ !o
bom onomiolly independst they would
m loDgd be able to apPell to Kbv tor p.y rals
aDd th, wi[ iEt6ld have !o dol with tbc l@l
buEEaE wNd milht lun at !o be m
dirrioilL

So, one @n $y thal the key probleG of tbe

DooeGt rcgioD hive rct ben $lved by thc
strike The prcmis mde to the mi[eF d dso
b. megged upoa d wG Nal ood is usual ir
Sovi€i 6Dd p6t-Soviet siety. DB this Du
tb.t thc Ukraine sbould exp4t new exPrsions
of the min6' rage? You ctr be sure ol iL
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SOME REMARKS ABOUT
TIIE JUNE'93 DONBASS

STRIKE IN UKRAINE
'l'hc article "The Donbass strike" which we reproduce in
lircsimile is from no. 2 of Russian Labour Reviev). The
rcmarks below are taken from a comment to a translation
trlthe article in the Dutch joumal Daad en Gedachte'.

We want to make some remarks aboiltthe lett. Ftrstly
thal.from the text it is not clear ifthe strike was called,
rcspectitely led, by the independent union being in
rxistencefor some years or ifit was a 'wildcat' action.
'l'his is d point to which the publishers of N,1? pqt little
itllention, andthis is understandable because the sociaL
levelopment in Russia in certain respects haven't yet
gone as far as in the west.

I'he Russian workers, as the end ofthe arlrcle shows,

.\tilnd quite opposed or ytith great distrust towords the
politicial reldtions of the last 2 3 years. But that is
nrcstb' a political contradictron, if one may call it that.
ls.far as they became members ofthe new independent
ttnion, this happened becouse theS.'had had enough o.f
the traditional union linked to the state. But their
opposition tothk union is not the sGme bind ofopposition
os the workers in the westfind themselves in toy'ards the
unions. Such an opposition is still to deyelop in R.lssia
und theformer republics oftheUSSR. That's the reason
u,h1,we suppose that the strike was led by the trade
union and that the "representatives" ofthe workers
which it is spoken aboul are trade union ofrcials (paid
or not). Wat is sure is thdt therewas a clearv,illingness
lo strilggle dnd that pressure was put on the union,
something which is shown by the workers going on
strike earlier thdn the strike comfiitte (however it was
composed) wanted.

Daad en Gedachte is ight about saying that the RLR
is no1 very clear about certain aspects ofthe strike. And
also in raising the point that the questions ofthe different
social development in the ex-llSSR and in the west, the
relationship between the workers and the unions and the
workers' attitude to the unions, doesn't pose themselves
in exactly the same way there and here. On this question
rve hope to have in another issue an article from DeG
about'Whatcanbethe role ofthetradeunions inRussia?'.
I'lowever, the speculations or assumptions about who
'led'the strike we can not agree with. Some at least a bit
more more precise answers to this question is possible to
find, evan ifunderstanding what's going on in the ex-

Vadim Borisov
and Simon Clarke

Reform ond
Revolufion in fhe
Communist Notionol
Pork

A n -tlr lune 199.i rhe miners of thc
I l/.rr, rd k, rtrirt. in [ ).n.r'k in tlr.
V Uki"ine wcnr on strike. Witiri. cla's

a general strike sw,ept rhe region, wirh srrikcrs
in permanent occupation of rhe central
square of the Ciry of Donersk. The srrikc
had been precipitatecl by huge increases in thc
state-controllccl priccs offbod, but thc strikcrs
immediatcly put firrward political dernends.
-fheir 

main demand was for a relcrendurn, ro
be followed by new elections iltthe rcsulr was

a vote ofno confidence in Presidenr KravchLrk

and parliament. The strikers walked out of a

mecting with rhe govenlmenl conrnri:riolt
sent to Donetsk on 8th June, on rhe grounds
that they would not discuss economic
demands until rheir polirical demands had

been satisfied. The commission ended up
holding a meeting wirh local mine and
factory directors, who savaged the cornmission
chairman Viktor Penzenik, aurhor of the
Ukrainian government's'relorm' program me.

At first rhe Ukrainian governnrent triecl to
ignore the strike. The Suprenre Sovicr was

convened on l4rh June, one day earlier rhan
planned, to discuss the strike, but parliamenr
voted down the demand for a referendunr. At
9 o'clock the next morning the co-Chairman
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of rhe Donetsk Srrikc Comrnitree, Mikhail
l,

Krrlov, teJcphoned KraIchuk. At a retult.
rhat alternoon Kravchuk persuaded the
Ukrainian parliament to adopt the referen-
dum proposal. On 16th June 20,000 strikers
surrounded rhe building in which the
Pervomaisk Ciry Council war meering to
demand the dissolution olthe Council, and
would nor allow the councillors ro leave unril
thcv had 'ubmitted their resignarion.
Making rhe best of a difficult situation, the
enrire Council resigned 'in protest at the
anti-popular policies oF President Kravchuk'.
On lBth June the strikers signed an agree-

ment wirh rhe governmenr negor iating
commission, headed by Ukrainian First Vice-
Premier Yefim Zryagilski, who had at rhe

beginning oF the strike been Mayor of
Donetsk, and only rwo monrhs before had
been Director of the Zasyad'ko mine in
which the strike had begun.

'fhe Donetsk strike has received lirtle
coverage in the \Western media, but it also

received litrle coverage in the Ukraine.
Although the Donbass was paralysed by the

general strike, much larger in scale than the
strikes of 1989 and 1991 which undermined
the soviet system, there was no mention of
the strike on national television lor the first
week. The Ukrainian mass media persisted
in portraying the strike as a miners' srrike,
although the miners had insisted From the
beginning that they had no sectional
demands, and rhe strike extended to all
branches oFindustry by the second day. The
mass media presented the strike as a struggle
between the miners and the government,
although it was not the w'orkers but the
enterprise directors who made the running in
[ormulating the economic demands, and it
was the direcrors who won the biggest
concessions from rhe government. The
strikers' demand [o r regional selF-government

was represented as a separatist demand, to
divide the more Russified Donbass from
'Western Ukraine. The demand for the
restoration of economic links with Russia

and rhe removal of custc,ms barriers on rhe
nearbv border was rcpresented as a demancl
lor the resrorarion of the Soviet Union. Such
distortions and misrepresentations are neirher
surprising nor unusual in the Ukraine. The
Ukraine is the least changed of the [ormer
Soviet European Republics-Ukrainians
describe rheir country as not a srare. jusr a

Communist National Park'. As the corres-
pondent of Kiev lV said to Mikhail Krilov,
'we are independent, but only lrom ourselves'.

What did the workers want, and what
did thev get?

The Zasyad'ko mine rvas perhaps the
least likely place lor the strike to begin.
Zasyad'ko had been under the authoritarian
but paternalist rule oIZryagilski flor fifteen
years, and wages and social and welfare
lacilities there are bemer rhan in orher mines.
The mine had not joined any of the strikes
since 1989, and its workers were regarded as

'deaf and dumb scabs' by workers in other
mines. But there were limits to what even the

workers of Zasyad'ko would endure in the
name oFreform. The spark that ignited rhe

workers olZasyad'ko was the price increases

introduced in the Donetsk region without
notice on 7th June. The price of semi-
smoked sausage, which is the staple lood ol'
miners, was increased overnighr by almost
lour times to 20,000 coupons (I4), against
the ripical miners' wage oF 120,000 a month.

The first many of the miners knew o[the
price increases was when their wives came
home lrom rhe morning's shopping to buy
lood For their husbands' lunch packs, while
others heard of it only on the trolleybus to
work (and a lew even when they went
shopping for rhemselves). As miners olrhe
second shift assembled beFore work the price
rises were the single topic of conversation.
As the workers attended their shifi meetings,
and changed into their hot and uncomFort-
able work clothes, the level of anger was

steadily rising. The workers all came together

at the pit head ready to rake the lift down
the shaft, chatring and having their last
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.smokes :rs usual. \0orkers werc asking each
other whar is the point of working rvhcr.r vou
c:rnnot aflbrd to live, why should w,e risk or-rr

lives lor a piece ofsausage, and ranred againsr
the government. AJthough the workers were
agreetl that there was no sense in working,
rrobody suggesred that they should strike.
Although the miners were angry there was
no focus lor rheir anger. 'Ihe situarion
cxploded when the new mine Director, the
fbrmer chief engineer, arrived on rhe scene.

All rhe ralk meant rhat the miners had
lreen hanging around longer rhan r.rsual.

When rhe Director arrived he asked the
miners why they were not going to work,
and the very act ofposing rhe quesrion both
raised the possibiliry of their not working
and established the Director as the focus oI
the workers'anger. A crowd gathered around
the Direcror explaining their problems, ancl
esking what rhe mine could do to help rhem.
l-he Director replied that the rnine could do
norhing to raise wages or subsidisc [ood,
because like rhe other Donbass mines it
already owed collosal fines for overspending
on wages, and was massively in debt as a

rcsult o[ non-paymenr by irs cusromers, so

that only the government could solve rheir
economic problems. The lasr srraw came
when the Director clumsily tried ro justi$,
the governmenrt price policy, at which the
workers immediately took up the call of one
o[ rheir number, 'do the work yourself', and
walked our.

The workers, still in their work clothes,
had no idea what to do or where to go. At
first they planned ro garher on rhe main
road outside a neighbouring hctory but one
said 'why should we stay here like dogs by
the fence, let's go to rhe Kirov District
Council office'. On rhe way to the councii
office thev passed the offices o[ a local
newspaper and told the journalists that rhey
were on srrike, while somebody phoned to
the office of the City Strike Comrnittee,
established after rhe 1989 strike, to tell them
what was happening.

When the miners:rrrivcd ar the corrncil
offlce , lerv l.legan ro go in, lrLrr rhe two
minc;s who hacl by now, cnrergetl as lc.rders
of the group sroppcd rhem. ''fhc bloodv
chiels can corne down hcre thernselves'. 

-J'he

chairman ol rhe council came our ro nrcer
the strikers and asked them rvhar they
wtnred. l ltc u,,rk,.rr vcrrrcJ rhr,ir r,r,1.r. h,,,
it was soon clear that rhey had no denrands,
and no idea rvhat rhe1, wanted- -l'hc 

chair,
man ofthe council gave them pen and paper
and asked them to nrake a lisr ofdcnrancls.

Soon alter rhis Mikhail Krilov. co-
Chairman of the Ciry Srrike Commitree,
arrived and asked them whar was going on.
Krilov told them thar they had jumped the
gun, because rhe Ciry Commirtee h"d b..n
planning a strike lor the lollowing u,eek, bur
now he took conrrol of the meeting, picked
up the demands shouted out fiom rhe
crowd, and then read out rhe disparatc itenrs
one by one lor approval, belore raking the
list back to the Srrike Commitree oFfice to lrc
ryped and submirred to the Council.

Meanwhile the olfices of rhe Ciry Strike
Committee were buzzing as phone calls were
made to all the mines in the region, and
delegates came in to find our what was
happening. The n-ressage came back that
other mines were ready to strike, alrhough
many people were nervolls about rhe
consequences and nobody wanted to be rhe
first. The leaders of the workers' movemenr
decided that rhey had to call rhe orher nrines
our i[ they were ro keep conrrol of rhe
situation, because otherwise there was a risk
of a spontaneous explosion. On rhe first day
the other mines dccided nor to srrike
irnrnediarelv, but ro scnd reprcsenra(ivr\ rr),1

meeting in the ccnrral Ocrober Square.
However, rhe fbliowing day mosr mincs
joinecl the srrike, workers reporring bv shilt
in their work clothes ro what becarre ,r

permanenr meeting on C)crober Sqr,rlre.
l-he Strike Committee senr delegatcs ro
enterprises around the ciry and workers fion.r
other industries began to join the srrike,
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alrhough they were more nervous abour
striking and did not show rhe discipline and
solidariry of rhe miners. However, the
stoppage o[ coal deliveries soon led to a

general slowdown in producrion.
Once the government was persuaded of

the seriousness of the srrike it moved rapidly
rowards a settlement. Zryagilski, the former
Director of the Zasyad'ko mine, who had
advised the workers on rhe lormularion of
rheir demands ar rhe beginning o[ the srrike
as Mayor of Donetsk, was by now First
Vice-Premier of Ukraine. Two days after rhe
racceptance of the demand lor a reFerendum,
which would have a moral bur no consri-
rurional sratus, Zryagilski returned to
Donetsk ro negoriare an end ro the strike,
using his local contacts and trading on his
reputation For honesry ro sell a deal to the
Strike Committee. The workers, elated by
rheir polirical victory were already drifting
back to work in the expectation that theii
economic demands would be mer, bur in rhe
evenr it was not so much the workers as the
enterprise direcrors who were the victors.

The final serrlemenr of the strike
provided the miners with a doubling of their
wages, bur this was nor a grear victory since,
as the miners themselves had said in rejecting
economic negoriarions, 'what is the point of
gerting bigger wages if prices only increase
again nexr week?'. Other workers were
promised comparable rises, although the
governmenr gave no details. Otherwise the
workers had won little more than vague
promises.

The enterprise directors won the
cancelling of rheir fines, rhe resolurion of
their debt problems, tax concessions and
greater freedom to trade. Many mine
directors had actively supporred the strike
from rhe beginning, and none of them
opposed it, although many managed to
mainain some production under rhe cover of
maintenance and safery. V/hen the workers
walked out of the negoriations with the first
governmenr commission it was the enterprise

direcrors (and one self-appointed represen-
tative of rhe ofl:lcial trade unions) who
replaced them. \W4ren the final negoriarions
took place it was a lormer director who
represented the government side. Many
workers were saying by rhe end o[rhe strike
that this had been a direcrors' srrike. Some
were even making the completely unfounded
a.llegation that the srrike in Za^syad'ko, whose
workers had a long-standing reputation as
scabs who could easily be boughr oFl, had
been provoked deliberately.

Krilov decided to.sign rhe final agreemenr
because rhe srrike was Iosrng its momentum,
with his hand being forced when Zvyagilski
threatened that workers would only be paid
for the period of the strike if they returned ro
work immediately. The workers themselves,
howevel were often relucrant to return to
work, and many mines remained on strike, or
came out again, but now coming under
strong pressure from the enterprise adminis-
tration. On the lgth the strike was officially
called ofL In place of rhe disciplined rank
of miners, the square was now occupied by
small groups oFpolirical aoivisrs, including
many in Donetsk for the Congress of the
Communist Parry of Ukraine (and including
representarives of Militant and its Russian
branch Workers' Democrary). The mood of
the meeting was militanr, even hysterical, but
the strike movement was over in Donetsk as

a positive force. The following day a few
people stood around the edges o[the square
while srreet cleaners and grass cutters
dominated the centre.

The 1993 strike had very much followed
the pattern o[ the previous srrike waves of
1989 and I99 I , with workers showing a high
degree ofcourage, solidariry and discipline.
But as on the previous occasions, the strike
had been a spontaneous eruprion ofanger.
The political demands of the workers were
pure ly negarive, ro remove all those
individuals who had been responsible for
previous policies, but the workers had no
clear demands and no posirive programme of
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rheir own, so rhat it was easy for the move-
rnent to be co-opred and forced inro
cstablished insrirutional channels, wirh the
Mnefits falling to rhe directors and not to the
workers. But alrhough many lelt that they
had been sold-out by the Srrike Commirree,
negarive emorions do not provide a

constructive basis lor the developmenr of a

political movemenr.
'Ihe workers' frustrarion meant rhar rhey

were reluctant to rerurn to work, and the
strike dragged on in Lugansk and Dnepro-
petrovsk, with a one day strike called by the
official unions in Kharkov on 24th June.
Tension remained high, so rhe srrike could
be resumed at any time, alrhough the
Donetsk Strike Committee called lor the
worke rs ro await the outcome of the
referendum in Seprember belore taking
further action, alrhough in rhe end the re[-
erendum was cancelled, wirhour provoking a

significant response from thc workers.
However, the Donbass strike does not
provide much consolation lor rhose looking
For the emergencc of a progrcssivc workers'
movemenr in the former Soviet Union. In

the absence o[ an instirutional lramework
through which workers can fbrmulare rheir
demands sponraneiry is nor necessarily a

progressive [orce, and neither the Srrike
Committees nor rhe Independenr Mincrs'
Union have been able to provicle strch e

lramework.
'fhe dangers are well-illusrrated by thc

previous spontaneous miners' strikc in
Donbass, a one-day strike in Augusr I 992, in
which the miners successfully demanded rhc
expulsion lrom the ciry olall rhose fiom rhe
Caucasian and Asian Republics who were
not permanenr residenrs, a derland rhar wls
enthusiasrically implemented by rhe local
mafia in a vigorous pogrom. I-he widespread

suspicion of the workers olZasyad'ko and of
the settlemenr negoriared with Zryagilski
borh had a srrong anti-semiric elemcnr.
Zasyad'ko is known locally as 'rhe Jervish
mine' because Zwagilski is a Jew. Thc
dilemma lor the workers' leaders is rhat while
they have been able to achicve lirrle wirhin
existing channels, if rhe strike movernenr
n-roves outside tlrose channcls it can dcvclop
in very nasry directions.

USSR as far as 'organisation' and 'organisations' are

concerned isvery dffi cult. Aquitetypical andwellknown
phenomenon in many cities and areas is the more or less,
and in various forms, permanent existence of'strike
committees' - in one way or another maintained after a
struggle is over. It's typical for many mining areas, but
could often cover a whole city. We also publish another
article aboutthe Donbass stsike, "Reform and Revolution
intheCommunist National Park", which gives anumber
of interesting points compared with the RtR article,
among others:

It shows very interestingly how the open discontant

started atonemine, withworkersbeingfedup bytheprice
increases, but wifi no clearidea aboutwhatto do, andhow
it tlen developed. It shows clearly howthe 'organisation'
trying to speak for the workers, criticising thon for going
on strike'to early'sinceotherstrikeplans existed wasthe
Donetsk workers' strike committee, and gives further
interesting information about howthese'workers' leaders'
tried to keep the situation under control to avoid more
spontaneous actions. Appearently the independent miners
union played no particularly significant role in all this. It
also shows clearly that it was not only a miners' strike, but
involved many othen in somahing like a general strike.

RH
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1994 From a conlact ln Moscow
Vladimir Maliavin

A Tale Full of Fury signifring... Notes from Moscow on Russian Labour Movement

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union the workers' movement in Russia has been as
much in disarray as all aspects of life in the former superpower. or perhaps even more. For
the workers after all has lurned out to be the primary victim of tonlemporary economic
dcvaslation in this country-

The main blow was hit of course by the .incredable recession of production - more
than half of the industrial output! Even in Russia, where people have learned well to imitate
water and flow ou1 under pressure without letting temselves to be compressed, the overall
rate of unemployment has risen to the number of l0- 12 millions, i... ,p to 25"/" of
population liable to work. Most others have only part-time jobs. And those few who do
have a work can hardly make the ends meet: the average income of Russian worker as of
September was 22O thousand roubles (100 g). The absuid fiscal and financial policy of rhe
government makes the situalion still worse: in many cases the factories <io benei by ieducing
cven profitable production - and gening gouernmental support instead.

Disappointment, anger, fury - such are the dominating sentiments of workers all over
the country. And yet future historians are likely to credit modern "democratic,, rulers of
Russia with the virtuoso usage of one strange law of Russian life: you can-t make the Iife of
Russian people better without making it worse. The prices for gas in Moscow go up, there
is shortage of gas - and the cars on moscow streets are getting iven more numerous- There
are political quarells and bven shooting - yet the people are more calm and gentle than
ever. So by far the situation in Russia has not burst out in radical actions - des[ite sinister
clouds of wrath on the social horizon: during the first nine months of 1994 there have
occured almost 400 strikes as against 264 for the whole of 1993. 'Ihe main molive of these
strikes is the delay in payment of wages.

The explanation of workers' relative passitvity (quite impossible in the Wesr) is not
hard to find. Many workers still lay their vague - all too vague now - hopes on
reforms.Most people by nowadays are aware that these hopes are illusory or too modest al
any rate. But the alternative is even more frightening: those good old Commies with lheir
repressions and lies and gimmik of the mass mobilisation. No, common people in Russia do
not like communists.lSuch is the general background of the workers' movemenl in Russia.
And strange movement it is with its "reformed" trade unions pursuing ulerly indecisive,
ambigous policy inspired by the idea of "social partnership". So Trade Unions' Ieaders call
for strikes and "actions of protest" bul not at the risk of "harming economy and social
stability". One gets an impression that they are organizers of workers' movement againsl
their own will' Or take for instance the recent interview of the Russian Federation of
Independent Trade Unions' Secretary Alexandre Solovyov published in the newspaper
"vek". "we maintain good relations with businessmen, - Solovyov says. - But the p.oui"*
is that most businessmen are not using hired labour and prefer to make monev out of
money...". !lt is not businessmen's fault, solovyov hastens io add, for they are forced to
avoid hiring workers because of government's pressure. As a result, modern russian
enterpreneurs are still "bad panfners" for the workers.-

So, the governmenr is hopelesslv bad but perfectly fitted for cooperarion. The
businessmen are good but quite unfitted for partnership. What a strange logic of so srrange a
lifel The workers' self-awareness, it seems, has not even dawned here. And what is left for
us then? More than hundred years ago Russian poet Nekrasov wrote the lines:

"A capital is full of noise, rhe ratlies roar,/The war of words is ar the peak,/but there.
in the heart of Russia,leternal silence reigns...iMany words in this country are pronounce6,
to be surc, only for the sake of hiding rhis noble silence.
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THE NORDIC COUNTRIES
NOTES ABOUT THE SITUATION IN 1992

Thefollowingnotes dre takenfrom a circular letter about the Nordic countries andthe ex-
USSR published by Motiva Forlag (see Echanges 70/71 p.67), Postboks 9340 Vdlerenga,
0610 Oslo, Norway). It's afollow-up to notes about Norway, Sweden and Finland which
appeared in Echanges no. 68/69 and 70/7 l. As on previous occasions the aim was not to
provide an analysis, but just to give some bosic information. These notes are unfortunately
published much later than they ought to be, and hopefully more ilpdated material will
follow soon.

The general picture of Scandinavia and Finland is one of increased diffrculties for capital. The attacks
on the working class and the rest ofthe population is increasing. Whereas these attacks earlier were
rather zubtile, theyare nowheadonandratherhard. There is atrendtowardsdirectwage and benefits
cuts. The workers are badly armed to defend themselves against these attacks.

-
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FINL.&{D
On 22. Apr. 92,250-300000 workers and
employees went on strike and demonstrated
against the government. The immediate reason
for this protest was a govefirment proposal to cnt
I 0 billion Finnish marks from next year's budget.

The strike was called by the main union
federations. In October 1991 a wage deal was

made that will lead to wage reductions for the
nexttwo years, and inNovember a devaluationof
the Finnish mark of approximately lTVo was
made.

On September 8 the Finnish Mark was
devaluated with approximately 15 per cent.

On October 14 the government decided to
make a new 'crisis package'. One of the main
points in this is to make a forced'loan' from all
wage earners earning more than 100000 marks.

This 'loan' will be 2 per cent of all wages over
100000 marks rising to 4 per cent for all wages

over 275000 marks. This loan is to be repaid in
1 995 without interest. Several taxes will also be
raised to give 1.5 billion increase in income, and
state spending will be cut making savings of 5

billion.
In October unemplol.rnent was 403000 or I 6.2

per cent according to a government agency.

The liinnish communist party v,ent bancnrpt
yesterday after hating lost millions on the

stock exchange. ... The economic trouble of
the communist parly is due to unsuccessful

speculation on the stock exchange -
capitalism's stronghold - with man))

h azardou s inve stments. Am ong the more exoti c

inrestment objects v,as a fashion shop in
I'lelsinki and a stable of race horses called
'The l{ot Trotters' (Aftenposten 16.1 1.92)

NORWAY
Duringthe'Novembercrisis' at the international
exchange markets, the Norwegian state managed
to defend its currencyexchange rate. During this
defence the short time interest rate reached I 000
percent. kr the beginning of December the
government proposed a new round of attacks,
rising value added tax by 2 per cent, rising
income tax and taking away one annual leave
day. This has not yet been acceptedbyparliament,
but there is no reason to believe that parliament
will not accept this proposal. A few days after
this proposal was published by the government,
the leader of the employers' federation went to
the papers and demanded direct wage cuts. The
vice chairman of the dominating trade union
federation LO had this reply: 'We regard this
proposal as unwise, and the timing is completely
'trrong. ... l/'e now haye a common task, and that
is to make Stortinget (parliammt) accept the
proposed cisis package. Thenwe shall take the
wage negotiati on s in its due time...' (Aftenposten
evening edition 08.12.92) The day after this was
written, the radio brought the news that the
Norwegian central bank had left the fixed
exchange rate and the Krone is floating. This
immediately led to a devaluation of approxi-
mately 5 %.

The banks are still in a deep crisis, and the
govemment has been forced to take over major
banks in order to save them from collapsing. The
biggest inswance company hnds itself in deep
trouble after having failed in an unfriendly take-
over ofa Swedish company.

Many key sectors of industry have difliculties,
and profits are falling. Metal melting looses
money, and closing down of plants is likely. The
biggestcompany, Elkem, proposedwage cuts for
all its employees. This proposal was turned down
bythe unions, butthey insteadhelpedthe company
to make savings to the same amount. Production
ofcar parts, which has been a field that several
companies has seen as its future, is due to the
international crisis in the car industry in trouble.
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'lhe industry has a large part of its business as

parts deliveries to the Swedish car producers.
Layoffs are most likely to come. Now, Volvo has
dcmanded a 1 0 per cent cut in prices from all its
subcontractors.

"166 7Ol persons, or 7.8 per cent of the
rvorkforce, are now without ordinary work in this
country. 63 240 of these are on different
cmplol.rnent scemes, while 103 461 are
completely without work. " (ffenposten evening
crtition 18.11.92)

I)uring the process ofwage negotiations this
spring many strikes took place: bus workers,
lcrryworkers, oil workers, municipal employees,
hospital workers. Number of strike days was
lrigher than for many years. These strikes were
a I rnost completelyunderthe conhol of the unions.

Lift construction and maintenance workers in
some companies have been on wildcat strikes to
tlclend an agreement they have made with their
t:rnployers under which no workers shall be
s:rcked, butlay-offs shall be equally shared among
llrc whole workforce. The employers fedcration
lr:rs tried to force such agreements to bc banncd.

Workers at a transport terminal in Oslo stnrck
illcgally in order to force the companv to hirc
rnore full time workers, instead olhiring thern on
ir short time or day to day basis. The strikcrs
rnanaged to get verbal support from many
cnterprises, and there were some qrnpathy strikes
irl some other facilities of the company in othcr
towns. The strike was then called off, and union
rrnd employer went back to the negotiating table.

SWEDEN
You can hardly open a Swedish paper these days
without reading about people being laid off or
f actories closing down completely. Only in.Tune
'92 unemployrnent rose with 60000, making the
total 268684 or 4.9 per cent. [n July the figure
rose to 307000 or 5.6 per cent.

ln September the Swedish Krona was under
healy attack and the national bank rised its

interest rate to 500 per cent on lending to other
banks. Atthe same time the government proposed
one lcrisis package' after the other, adding up to
large cuts in benehts, higher taxes, and even
taking away two days ofannual leave.

kr the beginning ofNovember Volvo decided
to close two of its main factories in Sweden,
Uddevalla and Kalmar, and also to cut manning
at its other plants. Thus only at Volvo almost
4000 jobs disappeared. ln passing is can be
worthwhile tomention that theplant inUddevalla
is a very new plant which was supposed to be a
model for future car production with group work
and no assembly line.

A few days later the other car producer SAAB
announced cuts in manning of 1800.

In October 227000 or 5.2 per cent were
unemployed and at the same time 285000 were
on different government funded work and
education. The total number of employed has
fallen with almost 200 000 since October '91.

OnNovember I 9 the Swedish Krona was freed
from the fixed rate system and was devaluated
with approximately 10 per cent.

G,tnilcurr Holthql
SA'UTA CIAU S PRMATI ZE D.

The eleven workers who answer the letters
from kids in the UK to Santa Claus had therr

pay per letter reduced !o l5p to 7p when
they were contrdcted out of the Royal Mail

Metro Mail. owners of tfre elf 5lave house
refused to comment. the pc\t t)ffice accused

workers of 'tryinq to destroy the magac of
Christmas'. Meanvvhlle kids no,, only receiv€

a form letler with a typeset siqnature Not
even ChilStrnas ls Safe from Caprtalrsm!
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SOME PUBLICATIONS

Brand
Brand (Box 150 15, 104 65 Stockholm) This
Swedish libertarian journal (see Echanges 65
p.80 and 68169 p.62) is being very regularly
published andcould be ofinterest to those able to
understand some of the Scandinavian languages.

In addition to general articles it contains a much
on various political actions and protests (but very
little on the class struggle itself, and a lot of
debates. Contents of some of the many issues:

No.53A.{ov.92 contains among other things the
following material: Long article on the Balkan
war - Squatters in Sweden No.54/Teb.93:
Interview with the US speed metal artist Ice-T -
On pornography, politics and perversions (A
balanced, non-moralistic article by a female on
pornography and eroticism) - Articles from an

anarchist/autonomist viewpoint on
demonstrations against fascist meetings in a

number of various Swedish cities (Among other
things criticising the 'legalism' ofthe traditional
left), and discussion articles on the allegedly
'elitist' tactics and attitudes of the autonomist
milieu in these demonstrations. No.62lAue.94:
An issue with 'Feminism and sexism' as the
main theme. Otherwise material about squatting
and a Swedish anarchist fair.

A-Infos Sweden
We don't receive regularly, but has seen some

issues of, this 8-page bulletin in English. It is a
Swedish version of the many A-krfos bulletins
published by anarchist groups in various
countries, with the aim ofDocammting political,
social and anarchist current evmts in their
country intheform of biefnews item.r. Sections

on Anarchist activities - Environment -
Antifascism - Fascism -Feminism - Immigration
- Homosexual rights - Antimilitarism - Police -
Politics - Social - Unions. Write to: A-Infos, Box
150 15, 104 65 Stockholm, Sweden.

News from Denmark
Another EnglishJanguage bulletin we don't
receive, but has seen some copies ofpublished in
I 993, so we don' t know if it still exists. Published
by Anarchist Black Cross - Denmark. One issue
has articles about the resistance and
manifestations against the European Union, and
police brutality during these manifestations.
Another issue had material about attacks against
refugees, police invasion of the 'free town'
Christiania, about sentencing people to life in
prison, etc. Writeto: ABC-Denmark, c/oP. Bach,
Strandvejen 93, 4200 Slagelse, Denmark.

Lsnnsslaven
Lonnsslaven ('The wage slave') is a Norwegian
journal which has been published for a while, but
not yet presented in the English edition of
Echanges (pafily because ofpractical reasons of
othermaterial already being ready for publication,
but mainly because we wanted to combine a

presentation ofthe journal with theiranswerto a

letter we sent to thon attempting to raise a
discussion). kr a letter one ofthe editors says that
" Ldnnsslaven was started by 2 persons who for
a shortvhile were members of NSF (Norwegian
Syndicalist Federation) and myself. The two first
issues had the subtitle ' for the abolition ofwage
slavery and anarcho-syndicalist thought and
action";from no.3 'for the abolition of wage
slavery and anti-state socialism". The new
subtitle better describes the real contmts of the
journal;in addition only I ofthe editors can be

said to be (anarcho-$ntdicali st in any meaningful
sense. The best indirect (i.e. ideological in a
sense) to desciption is probab\t that the joumal
in a woy inhabits the borderline area (d such a
thing exists) b etween anarcho-syndicali sm and
councilism, with a touch of situationism thrown
in." In another letter some other rernarks are

made'. "...we have some intemal disagreements
on the evolution ofanarcho-syndicalism in its
traditional meaning, but in the joumal never
argted neither for establishment of alternative,
"revolutionary" unions nor for the outright
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reformist actit ities within the established unions
(this is the line of the Norwegian NSF)... The

editors are united in our dcceptdnce of the

contents or goal of anarcho-syndicalism, which
also is the goal of council communism, anti-

trade union work; on the surrealist R<irelsens

Grupp in Stockholm; etc. No.3: "Address to all
who do not wish to manage the nuisances, but
abolishthem" ( fronEnqtclopedie des Nuisances)
-N.Chomsky: "Media Control" - Ontheworkers

leninist marxism etc.,

namely the outo-
emancipation of the
v,orkingclass. Werewe
may hat,e some dilfer-
ences is in our degree of
rej ecti on of th e form (or
strategt) for thi s eman ci -
pation that anarcho-
syndicalism entails, i.e.

the building of alterna-
tive, "revolutionary"
unions. This is a
discussion thatwe try to
keep among ours elt es for
the presmt."

The first 4 issues
contains the following:
No.1: Article by US
situationist K.Knabb on
the Gulf War and the

Spectacle - M. Ilookchin
on "The Lelt that was"
- Critical review of (i.

movement in Italy
autumn 92 (from
C ol I e gamenti) - Present-
ation and interview with
the US group/journal
M idn ight Not es - Articles
on Yugoslavia; on a wild-
cat strike at aNorwegian
transport terminal; inter-

Debord's "Comrncrrlary on thc Society ol the
Spectacle" (choscn as a kind of general

introductory arlicle and not because we
necessarily sharehis viervs on 0rc present grlitical
situation") - Long article (oonlimred in no.2) on
the Gulf war, kaq and the "national socialist'"
background of the Baath party - Articles on
Seven elements for an anarcho-syndicalist
strategy; Social danocracy lbwards a newlaborr
movement in Russia?, etc. No.2: On the 1991

Renault strike (from Echanges) - Summary of
article from Etc etera abort " dispersed fordism
and the new organisation of labour" - Marc
Geoffroy: "Israel and the German anti-war
movement' ' - Articles on the 500-year anniversary
of Columbus' "discovery", on the misery of

view with IIS syndicalist about the
drywallers' actions in southern California;
etc. No.4:'Ihe Timexstrike (fromtheGerman
Wildcat) - Informatisation and computer-
isation of society (fromlttordicrs) - A critical
articlc on autonomists ofthe 'NorthEtiropean
category' - Articles (from the Bulletin of
'I.'Alliance pour l'opposition d toutes les
nuisances') on 'European transport' and the
French lorry drivers actions and on Science
and technology - On the early history ofthe
IWW - Critical review of book on Suedish
anarcho-syrdicalism, concluding that
anarcho-svndicalism and the strategy of
building unions need to be reexamined - a

number of book reviews - A 'lead article' on the
need forbuilding independent workplace groups;

etc.

An[ichanges comrade urote the following letter
to Lannsslat,en: "1 am interested in what you

havewitten in this 'lead afiicle'on the needfor
building independent workplace groups. If it is
not to long, could vou lranslate it? Ifyou haw a
debate on this question, I u,ill be intere.sted to
know its content. It is an old question, though
s om ewhat d ffi rent from the pre s at deb a t e ab ou t
altematiye union.s. I.C.O had more thon 30 years

ago xtch a position but with a big dffirence: the
group wa s a pl a ce ofm ee tin gforworke rs i nt, o lved
in some kind of octiyiry outside of tlrc tnions,

LsnnsslaYen
Dt./ lo.1...!tt.t.4.tt N'trt!.1r. ca e.il-tt.iltt tottsttt^.. N!^il.. l
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having been pushed out by tl* union repression,

So it was not at all a stmtegt but the expression

of a general situation; at a smaller scale, it was

something comparable to the activities of the

COBAS in haly. After 1968 some groups tried to
implement such a strategl dnsweing "the need

for building indepmdent workplace groups ' ' . Of
course itwas the tmditional activity ofall political
parties, of the trotslyists and some anarcho-
syndicalist groups, of groups like the ICC... The

b est example was a group called P. I.C. (P our une

I nt e m e nt i on C ommuni ste ), la t er tran sform e d int o
Revolution Communiste : they completely failed
in their attetnpt to build such workplace groups
supposed to become the backbone of the

organisation. I could quote a lot of similar
attempts. The main questions about all these

"workplace" organisations are: to which
"need" are they answering? The answer to this
question raise another question: if such
''wo*place'' groups look for being permanent
and for some kind of link with similar groups,
what is the meaning of this permanence and of
their "organisation" (in other words, what is
their function, between the two poles: the

a lte mativ e uni on and the politi cal organi s ati on) ?

The approach to all these questions can be made

from outside, from the top as the pedorming of
some kind of ideologt orfrom the rankandfile,

from inside the worl'place as the answer to a
concrete situation."

This letter was written before we had the
opporhrnityto studythe article in question. After
having done that some other rernarks could have

been made also. However, it doesn't make any

sense to do that, since we never had a reaction to
the letter. However, what finally should be said

is firstly that the comrades produ cingLanns s laven

is ofcourse interested in contact and exchanges

with groups and journals all over the world, as

can be seen from the wide range of material they
publish. Secondly, as far as reading ofthe issues

themselves is concemed, it is ofcourse restricted
to those being able to understandNorwegian, but
for readers in Scandinavia we can, despite many

differences we could have with the publishers or
some of the material they publish, highly
recommend Lonnsslaven. It contains much
material which should be of interest to
Scandinavians: apart from some material about
Norway (too little in our opinion), it has a number
ofarticles translated from joumals not normally
read in Scandinavia or from languages many
there normally don't read very well.

Lonnsslaven can be contacted by writing to:
Lonnsslavan, Postboks 1920 Vika,0125 Oslo,
Norway. Subscription is NOK 100 for 4 issues.
Old issues available for NOK 25 pr. issue.

DISCUSSION ABOUT
PRESENT SOCIETY,

,MARXISIW AND
WORKERS' STRUGGLES

The following is from a letter sent to a
reader in the UK (being a member of a
local group of the Class War federation).
Forsome ofthe points raised belowwe can
also refer to our review in no. 70/71 ofthe
pamphlet' 6Why the'revolutionaries' have
failed".

"...we will try to explain a bit more about what
you said youfound interesting in our approach.

At first you insist on the fact that "with the

collapse of state capitalism many people are
returning to 'classical marxism' as if hiding

from presmt realities will solve anything." We

think that this statement could be true on one

hand and not tnte on the other hand.

If by "renming to classical marxism" yotr
mean, as quite a lot of people effectively do, that
we have to come back to the bolshevik revolution
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and to 'pure leninism', u'e think you are ight.
The collapse ofthe LISSR is the collapse ofthe
idea that capitalist socieSt con be transfotmed

by decrees from the top; in other words that one

has to 'conquer the state' and to use a renewed

state apparatus to implement a 'socialist
programme' or 'socielt'. Such an idea was

shared byawide range ofpeople,from the social
democtats looking for a parliamentary road
(with Labour in the UK and the PS in F'rance we

know*hat this means) to lhe ttotslgtist ormaoisl
otganisations. The only dffirence between all
these parties or groups is not aboul the final oim

hut about the methods to achia'e it (v'e can

obsen,e all possible variatiotrs about these

methods). Thefinal aim, to take over the State,

also means that these people nntst be 'more

consciorts' than the majoitlt of lhe exploited
workers and that they could be lhe 'vanguard' of
more advanced militants oble to pttt onother

socieN on its track. You are ight whenvouv'ite
that these people are retuming to 'classical

marrism'becarse effectively, mainly in rhe UK,

several theoretical papers recently opened

discttssions mixing, texts written earlier or
opposed to the leninist cun'ent (for instance

somewhat refering to the council contmnrist

anrenl), but - and this is the essential point - not
trying to study the real meaning of the Russian

revolution of 1917, ofleninism and bel'ond that

the ,tanguardist ideas (which will also bring
about a discussion on anarchism).

If b1t 'retuming to clossical manism' yorr

mean that we have to drop any refercnce to the

marxist analysis of capitali.rt socieN, we have to
state ortr disagreement. Thi.s world is actually
going upside down: when it is evident lhat
capital i sm i s ov enoh elmingly invading the wh ol e

world and qery aspect of social life, when it is
evident that the 'exploildion of work' by

capitalists is quick\, spreading in all countries
and ,still displacing a number of peasants to the

factories, when it is evident for everybod1, that

the pretended 'socialist counties' v,ere no more

and no less than capitalist counties engaged in

a harsh primitive accumulation, lhe present

dominant ideolog tries to perxrude everybody

about such nhbish as the 'end oJ-classes' (and

of course of closs struggle), the 'end of History",
the'obsolescence of mamism'etc...'[he aim of
this ideologt is to tty to disoientate workers by

puttinginto lheirminrl that 'communism' is deod

v,ith the collapse of the '.socialisl countie.s' snd
that 'capitalism' is the only ralid society. The

worse in this sihrution is that on one hand this

i d eol ogv pe rm ea t e s th e' rev oluti ona ry' Sroups,
the left and ultra left, amongst quite a lot of
discussion,s - and confusion - about a 'ne11'

industial socieN' producing, a 'new kind ol'
worker' etc...; on the other hand the collapse of
the vanguardist ideas and of all its t'ariotrs

concretisations maks almost complelely the

content and meaning of the present cla ss st rugg,le.

W\ral yotr wrile that you "like about" our
" approach of I earn i ngfrom c ont emporct n' c I a s s

conJlicts around the v,orld" refers to thi.s last
sentence. IYe can considerthat such an approach
is basicallv a ntanist one, but actually te dotr't
core to put a label on it. Class .stt'uggle is not

v,hat is in onr heads, bnt what actually happens

in present society. If it has the same basis, the

stntggle against ary form of exploitation ond
domination, its forms and locatiotts, can be

moving, or spreading. There is no specific form
or model or example, they all have their ovn
specificifv; mostlvwe htow the most spectcrculor
ones but the smaller ones hidden in the day to dav

routine behind the walls of afactoryfor example

can be as important as the 'big' ones. This is the

reason why all these stntggles hat,e to be

considered in the situation where thq) tdke Ploce
and not placed ot the same level of significance,
even dal a general level lhey can appear equallv
important for the capitalist svstem as et whole.

This also means that it is not enough to applaud
loudly and to publicise these .stnrp4gles (which of
course is useful also), but to try to explain their
content, their aim, their consequences, their
limits and their ambignity.
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FronlDiscussion Bulletin 53, Jan.-Feb. 93

(The article beJ.ow by Cajo Brendel is fron the Dutch nonthly journal
Daad en Gedachte IAcLj-on and Thought] .,A newspaper dedlcated to theproblens of the independent struggle of workeis-" rt was transl-atedthrough the good offices of a canadian subscriber who prevaileo on afriend to take on the job. Larry Ganbone-s originar articr.e was i-nDB3B, November 1989. )

AN INTERESTING NOTE ATOUT TWO HENSHEVIKS

F()r Jome tlme ve have been recelvlng the Dlscusslon BulIetln from ilie uniterl staLirrpubllshed by a 3maIl group In crand Raplds, Hlchlgan. In a falrly recent lssue we founda short but Intere3trng note about tvo velr-knolrn and prominent iensheviks: pave-l
Axe.Lrod and Julius ilartov. The content of this article is most imporiani because italso sheds some Iight on certain aspects of Bolshevi.sm ana irre nrlii.n"i"uotution. Thuswe present it here j.n translation.

The author of the article -- one Larry cambone -- asserts flrst of a1t that the
"Leninistsrrtried in every vay to make the Hensheviks appear suspect and impossible, asopportunists, right-Hing social democrats, and counter-iivolutionaries. In ieality,
Gambone argues, lhey were in a somevhat different positj.on.

Tvo wings courd be distinguished among the Hensheviks t1]. ?he right ving did notdistinguish itself from Germn social denocracy and could correctly be'calIed
'ropportunistictr. The other ving -- the teft Hensheviks -- did not idhere to any forn ofstate so:ialism and resembred neither social democracy nor the Borsheviks.AII too of!en and a1l too easily one forgets that the division betveen Bolsheviksand Hensheviks at the tine vas not the result of differences betveen socialists andsocia] democrats. The question that kept these tvo Russian tendencies apart vas Hhatkind of party vas needed in Russ!a [2].

Leninrs disciples vanted-an eIi.te of conspirators, centralized in the extreme;thelr opponents vanted a broad democratic movement. The tvo Hensheviks vho opposed theBolsheviks most forcefully, because they perceived the seeds of totalitarian ideas inthem, vere Axel!cd and Martov.
Pave-],{xelrod \ias one of the Iirst Russran Harxlsts, and he exerted great

influence over the Irensheviks. contrary to Lenin anal the other Bolshevik leaders, hevas a vorker and came Eron a poor Eanily. From the beginning he opposed the elitist and
"nechanical'r ideas of Plekanovi he emphasized human aitivity rathei than deterministIavs of deve!epp"ng. Axelrod vas of the opinion that socialists should be zealots for
freedom, and he advocated the fornation of a democratic mass movement. He had no
sympathy vhatsoever for revolutionary intellectuals and thelr outlines, because herealized that for them the vorkers vould end up belng nothing rnore than cannon fodder.

He saw the Russian social Democratic party as an organi.iatioir of the petty
bourgeois intelllgentsia that strived to brj.ng lhe working class under its influence.
Instead Axelrod vanted the.inteLlectuals to part!cipate in a proler:arian nass movement,
one that vould counteract their pretensions,

In view of these ideas, it should not surprise anyone that in 1903 vhen thedivision betveen Bol.sheviks and Hensheviks became fina1, he caLled Lenin a,,iacobin"
and characterized BoLshevj.sm as a ",.. putschist/ conspiratorial approach, a nrix of
Bakrninist and Blanquist !endencies, hidden behind a Hirx.isl phraseology.', He also
call'ed Bolshevism a "... particuJ.arly simple copy of the bureiucratic-iirtocratic system
of our {Czarist I Department of the Interior. "Axelrod believed the Bol"shevik grab for pover to be "counter-revolutionary" and "acrime vithout precedent,,vhich vould lead to the undoing of Russia.

Julius Hartov shared Axelrodrs ideas in mny respects. He also considered
socialism not as the destruction oI some people,s personal freedom but, on !he
contrary, as its complete realizat!on, He was also opposed to the fornration of a party
of professional revolutionar).es, and he vas a chanpion of a more decentralized paity
with autonomy for locaI branches. Like Harx, he vas of the opinion that the struggIe ofthe vorking class vas on-e of self-liberation, or ,ra revolution from the bottom uoi.
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Hartov dld not see the revolution as a conquest of power by a party or by an elite, but
as the almost spontaneous revolt of the masses.

Hartov also stressed local autonomous activity. His relentless advocacy oE the
ldea of self-government started to bear fruit in 1905 vith the formation of the St.
Petersburg soviet [31.

Durlng the october Revolutlon the sovlets seened to be the reallzatlon of Hartovrs
ldeas, but he poi.nted out emphatlcally that one party alone should not domlnate these
organizations. RevoluLionary vorkers supported the Bolsheviks at the beginni.ng, but
slowly they started to be attracted to the ideas of Hartov. Durlnq 1918 the Henshevik
folloving greH in the soviets. The Bolsheviks feared they night lose their majolity.
They expelled Hartov and his supporters [rom the central Executive comittee and

folbade their nevspapers. For Hartov this signified the death of the revolution and the
beginning of the end oI freedom and socialLsm. He greeted the outbreak of revolut].on in
Oeinany and Austria vllh joyr because he hoped that if successful, they would be a
support for Russian vorkers and vould save the Revolution in Russia.

Hartov reallzed that Russia vas not ripe for socialism because there vas no

slgnificant vorking class and because peasants desired private property of land instead
of a socialist economy. He was also opposed to the nalionalization of Land. On !op of
that/ he bel.ieved that under a Bolshevik regine one could not speak of socialism but
only of state capitalism. Hartov was probably one the f.irst to reach this conclusion.
Accordlng to Hartov, !he Bolshevik represslon of lhe sovlets and.tactory comittees,
which became tangJ.bJ-e vith the destruction of the cooperatl.ve movenent, made every form
of real socialism totally impossible

The left l'lensheviks, anarchists, and counci.l comunists vere deleated by means of
Bolshevik terror. Nov Leninism itself is dying. Perhaps Eighbers Iike Axelrod and
Hartov vill nov vin the recogniti.on they deserve'

COHHXNTARY

As far as revolutionary disposition and acti.vity go, the "left" Hensheviks were
not outstrLpped by the Bol.sheviks. A Menshevik Iike Borjs l{icolaevsky, for examPLe, was

arrested eighl times before 191'l and three times exiled to Siberia' He mnaged to
escape tvice from there, and one time he escaped from a prison. There are only a fev
Bolsheviks who could boast oI a similar "record'' [4].

!{hat separated the Hensheviks fron the Bolsheviks vere indeed their contrasting
ideas on party organization. t/e share the opinion ol Pavel Axelrod that the Russian
socidl Democratic Party following the Bolshevik model vas an "organization of the
petLy-bourgeois intetli.gentsia." t'le also think Lhat he vas right in calling Lenjn a

Jacobin, somethlng that tenln hinsel! also did t5l. And ln our opinj.on, Axelrod vas not
vrong either when he characterized Bolshevism as a "mlx of Bakuninism and BIanquism".

However, the Hensheviks did not see that in a country like Russia of vhich Martov
Iater said -- in view of lts class relations -- bhaL sociallsm was not on the agenda,
that a historic role was reserved Precisely for a Jacobin party in the forthcoming
revolution. The poLicy Hhi.ch the Bolsheviks chose, or rather were forced bo choose. did
not mean (unLike what Hartov thought) the ''death of the revoluLion'' or "the end of
socialLsmn, for the sl.mpIe reason that sociaLism had been out of the question a1I along
and that.the revclution could not have creabed any other society but the one Hartov
himseli designated vith the words 'rstaLe capitalism'

As far as the article in the Dlscusslon Bulletln Ls concerned, in our opinion its
author overlooks that both [he st. Petersburg soviet of 1905 and later ones consisbed
mainly of representati.ves of various poli!ical parties and that these organizatj.ons
thus did not embody the ideas of AxeLrod or Hartov to the extent that he assumes. i.Ihen

he refers to "revolutionary workers", he attributes certaj.n socialist ideas to those
vho were 1n iact f!ghbl.ng for thelr own !nteresLs. ve believe that Lhey hardl"y held
these {socialist) ideas at all. lJe also believe lt ls inccrrect to say that the
Bolsheviks deleated "councll comnunists''. Council comunist ideas arose in Ir'estern
Europe only as the true character of the Russian Revolution gradually becane cIear.

lll [e consider lhe distinction betyeen'Ieft-ying'and "rIqht-yLnq' In politics outdated and no Ionger
maningfut, but here ve use the authol's teininology.-Ye hop6 this'does not give rise to any
nrsunder5Can0Inqs.

tII caiilonii-ii-rioi Ihi onlv one vith this oDinion. In an essay about the Henshevils reprinted in an'" --iiiii"t"", ouuiiinia-1aii-veii, n6birt'ionquesi, tiie autfror ot tyo ImporLanl booki about stdlinist
i;i;;;-itr;9 oiirei roiii,'stiteJ exactiy €he sire thing {Robert conqirest, Tfrants and TyPeEiters, p

132 ).
(31 re-iiiier fron Ganbone ln his judgmnt of the St. Petersburg sovlet of 1905. ile also disagree vith hin

on severai other ILem. see our'Comntary.
ul see Conouest in the anlholoqv rentioned above, oaqe I32.
i5l see Lenin's pamphlet Yhat Ii-Io 8e oone? uitteir in 1902.
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African Workers 9,",H"[T#:J**"S",HiH, i'"i,ttX
Fiqhtinq fOf LiVeS slash theii salariei by from 12 to 50

{Y
Workers are raisir[ nei att sygl percent after. six years of frozen wages'

Africa, demanding thai their unions - In East Africa' Tanzanian teachers

adopt a more .litaii ;;d"r*'"i; !o19ed 
the government to address their

ffiJ"##:t'.t1#'#;liT,ifl 'xj*i;jgF[,#":;,",i'lf:13^,"t"ixto'",f :l
International Monetary Fund. allowances'-"'-il 

W;;aAfri*,rf,Jpio--gi.,".n-"r,, , And Kenyan unjons are trying to cut

counseil Nationat .": T:;9:J,TJ'T?,1 tl" ";biii.;i cora traoiiioriairfl virq
Senegal is protesting"#;t:ffi:b;-"i *:- to the government' The Central

\,r;"w,;t'r..sei"i;' j;"-,"i;#il:"::ilf X6i;:I#iJ;il,T;:f":il:il
among other austeriry measures. :-:

Last month r.iii"Ii?"'""*orkers F,, Vt"y.pOTU called its first strike: a

i;:rii?iy;ti'f',r#$"8,1',,:;;-,iillii'Tx:tilifr ltrf"$fr T:l;,1:
icut uv"almost 50vo rri iii* i*i"ut"i tough anti-strike laws'

ffi;i#i:;''',i."[ "urri.r. 
-In November, Mozambique's,

l*^"E;;";;i; ;";;'h;;;managed this teachers, railway and factory ygrl(etr
in,";fr" i; ;;;;;;i; li;;-"E;si;;il downed tools in wildcat strikes. Malawi i

JExamination, go*A' ufl"r 
'"- :--8riii tea estate and government worke-rs wonl

l.l";;"T;r".ti--.*rti"n-- reri 
- }i;;i hefty wage increasesafter Malawi's firsti

examinations unmarked: And on Dec. 1 strilie sirice independence 30 years agoi

scraNcss 78/79

Industrial Worker 1/94

Grave-diggers strike
Bodies are piling up in souLhern Quebec towns rvhere gl'ave-

diggers went on strike 7.1 days ago.
"They'rejust stashing them away like beefcarcasses," recent

widow Antoinetle O'Dwyer told the Ottawa Sun. Grieving lamilies
said they would fetch the bodies and bury them themselves ifunder-
takers do not pick up their shovels soon.

Funeral homes with full cold-storage space are keeping the
cadavers in outside "winter vaults" but an autumn heatwave could
make lhe use ofthese unrefrigerated sione buildings unpleasant.

NegotiaLions over cemetcry rvorkers' job security continue.

The Times (Malta) 05.11.94
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