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human race

depressing posstbtltttes for a libertarian
workers movement tn thts country

Despite worktng tn the same butldtng as a
branch of the Fire Prevention Service for
a most a year, my first real contact wtth loca
ftremen was when I interviewed them for a
community paper a few days before the bú0óll"' ð
ðntng of the strtke

Ltke most London Firemen they had voted
against strtke actton They felt there should
have been a ballot rather than a delegate conf
and anyway due to a London allowance, were
rather better off than their colleagues tn other
parts of the country

In some ways the interview was dtsappotnttng
ð there was very ltttle crtttctsm of their own
Unton bureacracy, and their tnststence on
comparing themselves wtht the police led to an
angry debate on Grunwtcks But what dtd come
across even at that early stage was the frust-
-ration wtth endless enquiries and the fact that
they expected the strtke to be soltd

The strtke
From the first day of the strtke,when the

picket-ltne went up outside our office, a few of
us began to spend our lunchhours sttttng round
the brazter chatting wtth the strikers Look: ng
back tt seems dtfftcult to tmagtne how a small
union, wtth no strtke fund and ltttle tndustrtal
muscle, could have hoped to take on the Govt
over the 10% and wtn But at the time, morale
amongst both the strikers and their supporters
was ht h Three thtngs particularly struck me
as GXCIEIIIOó

the tremendous sense of co-operation and
soltdartty among themselves, presumably born
of the long hours spent talking tn the station
and the way tn which they have learned to trust
eachother by facing danger together
*1ó the tndtvtdualtty and tngenutty of publtctty -
each station having different slogans, pettttons,
leaflets etc ,and the regularity wtth which new
ones appeared The Fire Brigades Unton dtd
virtually nothing tn thts respect

the support from the publtc, wtth all ktnds of
people coming forward to stgn pettttons, offer
money,food wood etc

The

SUBSCRIPTION (4 issues) Home Ã1 20 / Abroad $2

BUNDLES (10 copies) Home Ã1 50 /Abroad $3

Remember Anarchy ls only as good as the material and feedback we receive

Who said thtsó?
1 A general prohtbttton of chtld labour ts 3 Labour, obligatory for the whole country
incompatible wtth the existence of large-scale compulsory for every worker, ts the b3.SlS
industry, and hence an empty ptous wish of Soctaltsm
2 The work-ethtc holds that labour ts good 4 We Tk ls freedom
tn ttself that a man or a woman becomes a 5 SIX deys shell theñ labour
better person by the act of worktng The work- 6 Hó he hl ho: It s Off to Werk We 8Á
-ethtc of the American people ts alive and
well on thts Labour da 1971 Answersè 55Â-is "Was

The Ftremen's strtke showed tn many ways Initially all the firemens óanger was directed
l e contradtcttons extsttng amongst workers

tn the Trade Unton Mvement today For me
it exemplified some of the most exctttng and

at NAFO-the officersô Union - with whose
support they felt, possibly correctly, that the
strike could have been brought to a successful
end more quickly.They were particularly
bitter that officers had agreed not to cross
picket lines, which they/óthought was a copðout
as they were in effect getting paid to do nowt.

After a few days though, their anger spread
- to the press, as they realised how it distor-
-ted the reality, it?) the TUC, and to the Social
Security system.Their own Union also came
tn for a fair amount of hammering.I was at
the station one daywhen the daily strike
bulletin arrived, iió For a start it was a daY
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old.Two thirds of it was taken up with a
justification of the TUC's first refusal to
back the strike.The Union leadership was
arguing that the firemen were not .to take
this personally - theTUC wasn't against their
claim, just against them threatening the 10% i
The remaining third was a curt warning about
drunkenness on the picket line- as if anyone

*This was usually dumped by a Union official
who took their collected money and left.
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