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ROYAL IDOLS

means.
were no bombs in the plane, but only

“A lLimited monarchy s a device for
‘ combmmeg the wmernia of a wooden
: wdol with the (1‘(\!“‘””}' of a ﬂ(.\'h
and blood one.”
= —BERNARD SHAW.

; HE tvrannous force of Brnitish Public
t Opinion places restrictions on f{red ex-
pression of opinions which would horrnty
our robust ancestors. In the dayseol
religious bigotry, the most forthright
denunciations upon religious institutions
could be made; to-dayv however they are
considered “‘bad taste” and to attack their

-

sancumonious hypocrisv 1S just  not
done’”. In the davs when rovalty really
ruled, antu-monarchical senuments were
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freely expressed—at the beginning of the
| 19th century the Roval family were stoned
in the streets of London and as late as
the opening vears of this century a cabinet

minister, Joseph Chamberiain, was an
openlv-avowed Republican.
Since Victona’s ome, however, there

has been a sedulous and silent conspiracy
to “endear the roval family 1n the hearts
of the people”, as a model of smple and
modest English life. It i1s considered a
regrettable lapse of taste, “‘shockingly bad
form™ to crincze these gentry in any way,
or to express one’s disgust at the fawning
journalists, sycophanuc politcians and
platitudinous prelates who act as publiaty
agents for the monarchy which they des-
cribe as “our most chenshed and
inviolable mstitution™.

Is it 1o take our mind off the desperate
future that the press i1s regaling us with
details of the forthcoming royval wedding?

Serious discussion 1S going on as to

he princess should or should not
promise 1o obey her husband in the marnage
service, since he will be her subject. We
are told the details of the number of
clothing coupons with which she and her
attendants will be issued and of the in-
numerable and lavish presents the lucky
girl will have. The Eveming Standard
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I UNION OF ANARCHIST GROUPS;

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP \

— Every Sunday at 7.30 p.m.
— at 8, Endsleigh Gardens, W.C.I

] IOV. 2nd Wiltred Harrison
The Free People’s Theatre

—] NOV. 9tn Tom Carlile
= The Nationalisation of Railways
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N.E. LONDON
ANARCHIST GROUP

NEXT MEETING.
at Flat 3, 43, New Wanstead
(Nr. Green Man, E.11)

TUES., NOV. 4th Tom Brown
i T Anarchism & Syndicalism
NOV. 18th Gerald Vaughan

The Sexology of Wilhelm Reich
DEC. 2nd Bill Angliss
& ] The Colonial Question

o~

| MERSEYSIDE
[ ANARCHIST GROUP

S PUBLIC MEETING
7 Sunday, ‘9th November

L

1 at 7 p.m.
2 = Speaker : Preston Clements, of Glasgow.
— "The People, Labour Direction, and the

) |L— Politicians”

N e at

- 2= Coopers Hall, Shaw Street, Liverpool.
.|| = GLASGOW ANARCHIST
7 7 GROUP

Public Meetings at
CENTRAL HALLS, BATH ST.,

will be held every Sunday evening.
Speakers: Preston Clements, John

Gaffney, Frank ,Leech,
Eddie Shaw.

Doors open 6.30 p.m.
*

Comrades interested in the
formation of a discussion group in
the Addlestone area should write to:

Constance Stork, 55, Byron Road,

Addlestone, Surrey.

*
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Having received a number of protesis
publicanon of a mnotice

has excelled itself in a journalistic sCOOp
and has brought us the ‘“‘secret picture”
of the wedding dress, or rather, of the
lengths of material from which it will be
made. which, so important is it to this
benighted nation, occupies a large part
of the front page.

In Parliament Attlee and Churchill vied
each other in paving tribute to the royal
house. ‘‘Millions will welcome the joyous
event.” said the leader of the opposition.
“From the bottoms of our hearts the
coodwill of the British nation flows out
to the Princess and the yvoung sailor who
are so soon to be united in the bonds
of holv matrimony.” The only dissenting
voice was that of Wullic Galagher who
could not forbear to bring in the Party
Line on Greece, only to carn a stern re-
buke from that erstwhile revolutionary of
the IL.P., John McGovern. The
Manchester Guardian reports:

“Had he not finished his speech when
he did he would plainly have been
shouted down. Mr. McGovern, old
Republican and Socialist as he called
himself, rose without premeditation to
denounce Mr. Gallagher’s ‘disgraceful’
specch and added, amid a tremendous
cheer from all parts of th House, that
the more he looked at the Red royal
family in Moscow the more he thought
the British Royval Family had a place
in the hearts of the people.

“Mr. Churchill was palpably and
deeply moved by these words of Mr.
McGovern and, leaving -the Chamber
a moment later, he signalled his appro-
bation across the floor to the member
for Shettleston—an unusual sight.”

An unusual sight—but a symbolic one!

Byrnes exposes Inter-Allied
Machinations

HE hypocrisy of Allied agreements
during the war has been exposed In
the recent statements of James Byrnes,
former U.S. Secretary of State, who has
revealed the secret agreements which were
made between Churchill and Stalin to
divide up the Balkans into their spheres
of influence. In particular, he quoted a
message from Churchill to Roosevelt on
the Sth March, 1945, relating to Russian
actons in Rumania, which ran as follows:
“We have been hampered in our
protests against these developments by
the fact that in order to have the free-
dom to save Greece, Eden and 1 at
Moscow in October recognised that
Russia should have a largely pre-

ponderant voice in Rumama and
Bulgaria, while we took the lead in
Greece.

“Stalin adhered very stnictly to this
understanding during the 30 days’
fichting against the Commumsts and
Elas in the city of Athens in spite of
the fact that all this was most disagree-
able to him and those around him.”
This statement shows most clearly the
cyniasm. with which the politcians of
Britain and Russia were
further their own power

so much

Balkans, so that,

by Briush troops in Greece.

board their most faithful

their own power more securely.

The Terrorist Scares

EELING in this country is

have little substance.

presented to substantiate the story.

the work of an agent-provocateur.
American pilot, named Gilbert,

number of Jews

Tribune. The French authorities

on the scene.

responsible for any of them.

adverusing a lecture by Tom Brown, we
wish to point out that the lectures are
organized by pgroups belonging to the
U. of A.G. and that Freedom is not

assigned to carry.”

and feeling was worked up against the

prepared 10
poliics 1n
dividing up spheres of influence in the
while the
British were prepared to sacrifice their
friends iIn Rumania and Bulgana, Stalin
was gquite prepared to stand aside and see
his own Communist followers suppressed

“Put not vour trust in princes,’ said
one of the Hebrew poets; it 1s just as
foolish to have any faith in politicans,
who are always prepared to throw over-
adherents for
some strategic advantage and to maintain

being

steadily inflamed against the Jews by
a sernies of terrorist scares which in fact
There has recently
been a great deal of newspaper publicity
given to a plot to assassinate Bevin. No
details of the plot have, however, been
made public, and no evidence has been
It 1s
instructive, however, to compare it with
the much-publicised story of the attempt
to bomb London, which turned out to be

The key figure in this affair was an
who
wormed himself into the confidence of a
in Paris, and at the
same time placed himself in the con-
fidence of the Special Branch represent-
atives at the British Embassy in Paris, the
French police and the New York Herald-
pro-
vided the plane, Gilbert lured his Jewish
dupes to the airfield, and then the police
and the Herald-Tribune reporters appeared
All the occupants of the
plane were arrested, but Gilbert was re-
leased a few hours later, and flown by
the R.AF. to London, where he broad-
cast to America on how he “prevented
the transport of bombs he had been

The whole story was splashed in the
newspapers as a plot to bomb London,

In fact there

Jews by this
leaflets which the occupants hoped 10
scatter over London.

It was then said that bombs had been
found in a house in La Villette. But
when the examining magistr&ke began (o
consider the case, the police had to admut
that no bombs had been found In the
plane, on the persons ol the accused or
in the house at La Villette. The police
told the lame story that the bombs were

spirited away in a cab while they were
actually watching the house. To add to
the confusion, Gilbert, the one witness
who might have spoilt the police case,
had alreadvy been taken out of Krench
territory and could not be brought
forward.

Thus the story of the bomb plot com-
pletely fell to pieces. But the newspapers
showed their dishonesty by completely
failing to give the same publiaty to this
fact as they did to the bomb scare. Only
the News Review carried a full story.

With the history of this case iIn view,
everv terrorist scare of this kind should
be taken with a pinch of salt. The
chances are ten to one that 1t 1s a
storv fabricated by police agents or
newspaper men to increase anti-Semitic
feeling and justufy the Briush govern-
ment’s own terrorist policy in Palestune,

Lesson in Democracy

HREE German prisoners of war stop-

ped to listen at an open-air meeting
of the Revolutionary Communist Party.
One of the Trotkyists, William Ainsworth,
spoke to them in German and gave one
a copy of a pamphlet entitled Solidarity
which voiced sympathy with “the millions
of German people who suffer under the
voke of occupauon™.

He was arrested and fined £5. The
prosecutor stated that it was illegal to
convey printed matter to prisoners-of-war
except by post.

This 1s an interesting and sinister case,
Why was the Trotskyist charged? If 1t
was for the purely technical offence of
not sending the pamphlet by post, then
why did the prosecutor, Mr. M. P. Pugh,
read out extracts from it in court?
Evidently his real crime was in danng
to express sympathy with the sufferings
of the German people. This 1s how we
are showing the German prisoners in this
country the wirtues_ of democracy, the
British way of lifée, and freedom of
expression.

HOUSING BETRAYAL

(Continued from page 1)

“l am quite certain that it is usecless
to expect that men and women will
render good service to the State if
forced to live under conditions which
the Ministry of Agriculture would not
tolerate in the case of a dairy herd
of cattle.”

The militant direct action of the
“Vigilantes” and the **Squatters’ in the
last two vears have shown how closely
the housing shortage affects the majority
of the people. Are they now going to
put up with the present destruction of
their hopes for better living conditions?
The homeless must force the authorities
to adopt an attitude very different from
the present imhuman proposals. In
France the text of the rechousing laws
calls for the provision of accommo-
dation for *‘all persons whose homeless
situation might cause a public disturb-
ance’’. It 1s clear, and 1t applies

programme 1s not undertaken out of
consideration for desperate

order.

In Parliament last

work were revealed.

Westminster.

have been given—a stone.”

TO THOSE COMRADES WHO
ATTENDED THE ANARCHIST
SUMMER SCHOOL, 1947.

year, and it was decided at a
meeting of the Committee to ap

those comrades who wish to su

27, Red Lion Street, London, W.C.I.

\
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" RECONSTRUCTION?

equally to this country, that the housing

human
needs, but from motives of maintaining
We must learn the significance
of this and by our militant action give
a much-needed lesson to the *“*planners”’
who can only plan for us the road to
economic disaster and catastrophic war.
week  the
enormous sums spent on luxury building

In the same week the King unveiled
the grandiose statue of his father in

“The people ask for houses and they

A loss of £4 10s. 0d. was incurred this

recent
peal to
the comrades who attended the School to
share the burden of this loss as there are
no fund.s from which it can be met. The
suggestion is a levy of 3/- per person. Will
. pport this
suggestion please send their contributions

to PIP WALKER, ¢/o FREEDOM PRESS,

IDNEY WEBB has just died and his
death has been the subject of
eulogistic obituaries from all sides. It 1s
therefore all the more netessary to point
out that few men have done more harm
in their lives or contributed more to the
perversion of the Labour movement in
England than this erudite bureaucrat, who
hid beneath an unassuming exterior one
of the most dangerous minds of his age.

It was Webb, more than any other, who
directed the Fabian counter-attack against
revolutionary Socialism in England, and
who stamped on the English Labour
movement the faith in bureaucratc
administration which has led it into the
present authoritarian channels. Webb
worshipped the state as an efficient
machine, and foresaw a society governed
by an élite of state officials who would
know what was good for the people and
do it for them. This was natural enough;
his own profession was that of a cvil
servant, and he had a vested interest in
furthering civil service dictatorship. He
saw the trade unions and co-operatives

( Continued from page 1)

in Lisbon than the American products, or
because the wealthy of Capetown prefer
British refrigerators, or because our wool-
len goods are much appreciated in Buenos
Ayres. The exhortations and the brass
bands do not, and will not, have the
effect upon our productive population,
which the distant bureaucrats and plan-
ners desire. They will therefore have to
take stll further dictatorial steps which
are already foreshadowed as the big stick
in the background.

Jam tomorrow i1s the mirage held out
before us in the melancholy succession
of wars and crises. ‘“‘Pie in the sky’’ has
been the traditional promise of the
Christian church in averting revolution
and the new religion of the Socialist
State holds out tomorrow’s carrot before
hungry and dispirited people. It worked
in Nazi Germany, it worked in Soviet
Russia; are the British working class go-
ing to be donkeys and fall for the same
old confidence trick?

Or will we learn before it is too late
that the path upon which we aré being
led, 1s the road to economic conflicts be-
tween rival producers, and thus the road
to war? We must refuse to accept hard-
ship to-day as the price of a bright future
that never comes. We will be called
‘Quislings” and selfish and irresponsible
agitators. (The sane man in an asylum
finds it hard to get a hearing.) But our
message must be put before the workers
before it is too late. It is this: The
productive capacity of this country’s and
every country’s industry and agriculture
can be used to meet the needs of the
people of the world only if the people
have direct control of, and reponsibility
for production.

In other words, we call for the workers
to take control of industry and to exercise
that control directly without the inter-

vention of bureaucrats and politicians. To
those who claim, like Cripps, that the

SIDNEY WERBE

as eventual agents and collaborators of
the state, and laid down the general plans
of authoritarian socialism which the
Labour government follows to-day.

It was the main tragedy of the English
labour movement that Webb and his
fellow Fabians were able to gain the
ascendant and turn its development away
from the libertarian socialism of Morris
and Owen, and the revolutionary unionism
of the English syndicalists.

Webb also founded the London School
of Economics, a stronghold of bureau-
cratic socialism, and, in collaboration
with his wife, wrote an appreciation. of
of Soviet Russia, Soviert Communism:. @
New Civilization, in which he showed his
essentially dictatorial attitude by praising
fulsomely the bureaucratic organisation of
the Communists, and completely neglect-
ing any discussion of the destruction of
personal liberty and the vast persecution
of opposition movements in Russia. This
was natural enough, for in Webb’s own
scheme of things freedom played only a
nominal part; the perfect bureaucratic
dictatorship was his ideal.

Sacrifices—For What

workers are not capable of directing their
own work we would answer with the
question: “Is anyone else?” The ex-
perience of the various forms of wage-
slavery offered by independent capitalism
and by the State-capitalism that masquer-
ades as ‘socialism’, show very clearly that
not only are they directed to anti-social
ends, but also that they cannot even be
made to function efficiently.

To those who say that the State with
its highly-developed coercive system is too
strong to be defeated in the fight for con-
trol of the means of production, we would
answer with the question: “Who produces
the goods?” Not the officials of
innumerable Ministries, not the Con-
trollers of this or the Directors of that,
not the Planning Board, or the Economic
Dictators, but the warkers themselves who
thus already control the industrial poten-
tal, if they would only exercise that
control. Even the strongest of dictator-
ships relies on the co-operation of the
majority of people—if that co-operation
1s withdrawn, the whole State edifice must
collapse like a deflated balloon.
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SHADOWS OF WAR

OWADAYS we are living in a renewed atmosphere of wady.

Politicians, generals, journalists, and the common people every-
where are talking of it once again. And behind all this talk there is

the concrete reality that, as Clement Davies, leader of the Liberal
Party, pointed out in the House of Commons on the 24th October,

there are still 19,000,000 men under arms in the world, and 40
nations, most of them suffering from a chronic shortage of food and

other things necessary for their peoples to live a decent life, are
nevertheless spending £7,000,000,000 a year on preparations for

war.

There is no doubt whatever that the politicians and generals of
the great powers, and particularly of America and Russia, are pre-
paring feverishly for the next war, and the smaller countries are

following their example.

A country like France, for instance, caught

in a food crisis unparalleled in her history, is deliberately building
a large army, and minor imperiglisms, lik¢ Holland, are joining m

the race.

Meanwhile, these same political
cheer-leaders of the various countries
arc doing their best to place the blame
on their rivals, and none are more
zealous than the Russian leaders.
Vishinsky’s outbursts at the United
Nations have become notorious, but
they are no worse than what is being
said every day in the Russian press,
while Zhdanov, one of thec members of
the Russian Politburo, addressing the
newly-formed Comintern in Warsaw,
accused the U.S.A. of military prepara-
tions in all parts of the world, and
stated :

“The new U.S. policy i1s directed to-
wards the strengthening of its mono-
polistic position and envisages placing
its capitalist partners in a subordinate,
dependent position.

“But, athwart the path of the U.S.
striving for world domination stands the
U.S.S.R.—this bulwark of anti-
imperialist and anti-Fascist policy, with
its growing international influence—and
the workers of all countries.”

TRUTH AND
HYPOCRISY

The first part of this statement is true
enough, just as there is a nucleus of
truth in the American propaganda
which accuses Russian of expansionist
intentions. But it is just as hypocritical
on the part of the Russians to pose as
the enemies of imperialism and Fascism
as it is for the American ruling class
to pretend to be champions of demo-
cratic freedom.

Russia at present dominates the
whole of Eastern and half of Central
Europe. Communists attempt to portray
such countries as Jugoslavia, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia and Rumania as free
agents, but it is a significant fact that
the foreign policy of these countries 1s
dominated by Russian interests, and
that individuals within such countries
who oppose a pro-Russian policy are
immediately liquidated. The Russians
arc making sure that, when they with-
draw their own troops, these subject
countries will remain within the fold.
In Eastern Germany, of which they are
not so certain, the numbers of oc-
cupving troops arc actually being
strengthened once again.

Something of the Russian plans for
the next war were revealed when
General Chaparidze of the Soviet Army
fled from Austrin, and madc certain
statements about Russian policy which
on the face of it seemed somewhat
startling. Chaparidze, whose statement
is reported in Time, asserted that the
Russians intended to try and occupy
Western Europe, with the aid of Czech,
Bulgar and Jugoslav troops, and after-
wards to attempt to seal off the
Mediterranean, but that their main
theatre of war would be in the Far
East, where their aim would be to seize
the whole of China, and then reach a
compromise agrecement to share out the
world with the United States.

RUSSIA AND THE FAR
EAST

Such reports should naturally be re-
ceived with the greatest reserve. Never-
theless, the fact remains that recent
events have actually tended to bear out
the theory that the Russians are pre-
paring for war in the Far East. For
some weeks now fighting has been
growing severe in Manchurin between
the Chinese Communists and the

e —

Chinese Government troops, and, except
for the main towns, the province s
virtually in the hands of the Com-
munists, who are clearly equipped and
supported by the Russian Government.
Reports from American observers in
China even suggest that the Russians
themselves will take over Manchuria in
six months; what is much more hikely
“is the foundation of a puppet* republic
like the Outer Mongolian People's
Republie, which would be completely
under Russian influence, and would
govern a strategically important frontier
on the north of China.

But, at the same time as the Russians
ar¢ making their preparations for the
next war, the Americans are steadily
consolidating their economic power n
the strategic areas of the world. The
mhltration of South America continues.
Economic relief to Western Europe is
considered 1mn terms of combatting
Russian influence, not in terms of re-
lieving human suffering. Plans for the
establishment of American and English
centres of petroleum exploitation in the
Middle East continue, while in Persia,
where Anglo-American influence is now
in the ascendant, the Manchester
Guardian ‘correspondent reports the
hanging or imprisonment of hundreds of
Communist or alleged Communist sup-
porters who assisted the Russian
occupation of Azerbaidjan.

The unfortunate fact which the
workers have to accept is that all the
evil which Russian and American poli-
ticians sav about e¢ach other is true.

& ESTWARD, look the land is

bright!™ quoted Churchill during
the war whose principal result has been
the enslavement of this country to the

anonymous and irresponsible financiers of
Wall St.

But America is bright only with the
glint of hoarded gold, the glitter of high-
pressure advertising and the hollow gleam
of the arc-lights of Hollywood.

A recent  manifestation of  the
psychopathic backgreund of present-day
American life was the annual convention
of the American Legion in New York.
The legionaries, who were flattered and
patronised by the President and the can-
didates for the next presidential election,
“crowded the streets of the city wearing

thci{ uniforms, medals and ribbons”.
Resistance (September) describes the
scene :

“Ageing men with cold vacant faces
wandered aimlessly through the streets
squirting passers-by with water-pistols.
Others jolted women with electrically-
charged canes or handcuffed some un-
fortunate man to a lamp post. The
legionaries fired miniature cannons and
firecrackers, they misdirected traffic to
cause snarls, they took over Broadway
to drive crazily around in their
‘locomotives’.”

The latest example 1s the Hollvwood
heresy-hunt now being conducted by the
Committee on Un-American Activities in
Washington. Before members of Con-
gress and the House of Representatives,
swooning film-fans, and excited women.
well-known film actors have been protest-
ing their loyalty to “American institu-

ree
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The Russian government is a terroristic
and bloody dictatorship. America
is an imperialist plutocracy aiming at
cconomic world power. Both sides
are preparing for war, and, whether

they want it or not, would rather in-
dulge in it than abandon their vested
interests.

THE REAL MOTIVES

It 1s the good they say about them-
sclves that is false. The Russians have
only their nationalist interests at
heart; their claim to stand for the
workers of the world 1s the purest
hypocrisy, as is shown by their own
internal tyranny and their systematic
slaughter of working-class militants 1n
countries under their control.  The pre-
tence of supporting democratic 1deals on
the part of the American leaders is
shown to be false, not only by the
radical discrimination within their own
country, but also by their refusal to
afford asylum to the victims of Russian

tyranny, such as the million Eastern
European displaced persons left in
Germany under the care of LR.O.,

who dare not return to the horrors of
Russian revenge, and for whom the sole
resources now left secem to be less than
a million pounds’ worth of gold fillings
from the incinerators of the Nazi death
camps,

We must judge the rulers of the
world, not only by their protestations,
but by the way in which their actions
affect the lives of individual men and
women. When we see the bleak pros-
pect that either peace or war offers the
majority of people in the world to-day,
we can only condemn the men whose
power manias have brought us to this
pass.

We must refuse to accept the war
propaganda of ecither the Russian or
American rulers or of their journalistic
stooges throughout the world. The
alternative is not, as these apologists
would have us believe, between support-
ing Russia or America. The real alter-
native is between acquiescing in war or
resisting it with all our strength, be-
tween playing the politician’s game of
warmongering or striving to bring
about that mass refusal to accept
militarism and government which is the
workers' only hope of liberation from an
unending succession of wars and
economic crises by which the governing
classes of the world hope to preserve
their domination.

Washington Tally Ho ¢

determination to eliminate “Communism”
from American life. Hollywood was
never renowned for the high-quality of
its acting and these great screen lovers
have given a most unconvincing per-
formance reading their lines like second-
rate comedians’ stooges.

The most contemptble role was that

played by Adolphe Menjou, who made a
VICIOUS
whom the calumnies of envious rivals and
agents
nothing new.
who made Menjou a success.
paid by slanders and ill-concealed hatred.

attack on Charlie Chaplin to
industrialists are
Years ago it was Chaplin
He 1s re-

of American

With its tremendous publicity, its

cameramen and flash-lights, its succession
of witnesses repeating their story like chil-
dren chanting their muluplication tables,
the purge of Hollywood resembles nothing
more
periodic
elements in Russsian life.
dental that the rival totalitarian systems
which seek to dominate the world to-day
manifest themselves in similar ways. In
Russia,
sense of human values, of artistic integrity,
of genuinely progressive ideas, are stigma-

trials and the
“ant-Soviet”
It 1s not aca-

than the Moscow
elimmaton of

those who manage to retain a

tised as “Trotsky-fascists’; 1n America
they ‘are called “Communists’.
Fifty . _years ago when the American

nation murdered the Chicago anarchists
the cry was “They're Reds, they ought
to swing anyway’’,
at the tnal of Sacco and Vanzetti it was
“They're Reds, they ought to burn any-
way'’.
Washington says of the mildest of pro
gressive elements “They’re Reds, they can
love America or leave it”. .

Twenty-five years ago.

lo-day, the hysterical voice of

What will be

the call of these champions of democracy

tions”, their hatred of Russia and their In 8 few years time?
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SACRI

The Queen samd: “The rule is
1am to-morrow and jam yester-
day—but never jam to-day.” “It
must come sometimes to jam to-
day,” Alice objected. “No, 1t
can’'t,’ said the Queen, “It's jam
every other day: to-day ism't any
other day, you know.” ,

—LEWIS CARROLL.

DAY after day, we are told of new
cuts in our rations, in our standard
of life, in our social services and amenities
in the name of the economic state of
siege which we are to endure, and whose
duration i1s not yet Known.

Food rations are to be lower than ever
before. Sugar will be reduced to 8 oz.
again. Bacon will continue to be 1 oz
a week (the lowest ration during the war
was 4 o0z. and was at one tume 8 o0z.), the
meat ration will be one shilling’s worth
(n 1941 it was 2s. 2d. worth). Potatoes
may be rationed and bakers and con-
fectioners will have their supplies res-
tricted. The purchase of tobacco from
America has stopped altogether, and calf
leather shoes are to be reserved entirely
for export. Houses under construction
will be completed but there is no in-
dication of any housing work not already
under contract, being started.

Less spectacular, but probably even
more significant, are the cuts in capital
expenditure. The socalist economists
have frequently, and recently, been at-
tacking the grasping and short-sighted
policy of the British Tory industrialists
who neglected to renew their capital

FOR WHAT?

equd !

“Better a thousandfold abuse
of free speech than a Jﬂ
of free speech. The abuse
dies in-a day, but the denial
slays the life of the people
and entombs the hope of
the race.” !

Charles BRADLAUGH.

Twopence
3
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eqVipment and failed to “plough back”
their profits into their under-capitalised,
old-fashionéd and inefficient industries
and undertakings.

Now these pundits of the Fabian
Society and the London School of
Economics are following a similar and
self-destructive panic policy. Here,
indeed, is a vicious circle! They want to
export more, and in order to do so, in
successful competition with overseas rivals
they must produce more cheaply; in order
to produce more cheaply they must con-
centrate new capital expenditure on ex-
port industries and therefore must
eliminate capital expenditure on home
production and amenities. In doing this,
they hope to “free” more labour (in other
words create unemployment so as to put
more workers in the hands of the Labour
Exchange) for the export industries. But
the ruthless cuts in home production and
services and the consequent lowering of
living standards and purchasing power
will take away any zest and enthusiasm
for increasing output that is left in our
war-weary, . Crisis-weary people. Only
fools will make luxuries for every quarter
of the globe while necessities are lacking
at home. He is a stupid cobbler who
allows himself to remain the worst shod.

Cripps, the Archbishop of Austerity,
cries: "I wish that to-day our country
could refresh its heart and mind with a
deep draught of that Christian faith which
has come down to us over the centuries
and inspired the peoples of Europe to
fresh efforts and new hopes.” Who is
gomng to be inspired to fresh efforts be-
cause Briush cosmetics are selling cheaper

(Continued on page 8)
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Government into power in 1945,
although, as Baldwin (and who should

know
1936,

lation either to a government’s inten-

Government in
tention to build **3 to 4 million houses
m 10 to
present Minister of Town and Country
Planning estimated the need in the first
ten post-war vears to be from 7 to S
million, and Mr. Greenwood considered
that the figure should

able standard" be S5} million.

of deterioration, and the increase in the
number

grow by about 350,000 cach vear.

with the
built?
about 227,000 new houses were come
pleted,
temporary.

0' 51 52 : 53
il

“"HOUSING WILL BE ONE OF

THE GREATEST AND ONE OF THE
EARLIEST TESTS OF A GOVERN.-
MENT'S REAL DETERMINATION
TO PUT THE NATION FIRST .. .

LABOUR’'S PLEDGE IS FIRM AND
DIRECT . . . IT WILL PROCEED
WITH A HOUSING PROGRAMME

WITH THE MAXIMUM PRACTICAL
SPEED UNTIL
IN THIS ISLAND HAS A GOOD
STANDARD OF
DATION.”

EVERY FAMILY

ACCOMMO-

HESE were words from the Electoral
Programme which jockeved our
Now

better than he?)
electoral promises

admitted n
have no re-

tions or its capabilitics, Labour's
housing programmme was extremely
modest—not to say inadequate. The

1945 declared its in-

12 vears''. Mr.

Silkin, the

.
“on any reason-
Because

of families, the requirements
How do these requirements compare
numbers of houses actually
In the two vears since the war

half of them permanent, half

Thus it can be seen that, not only

are we failling to make a real attack on
the basic housing shortage, but we are
not even keeping .pace with the annual
moercasces
required.

i the number of houses
The housing situation is in

IT'he Housing Betrayal

the politician’s phrase *“*steadily deteriore
ating’’, . and so are the houses we have . »
got!

In the face of this desperate situation
comes the report to Sir Stafford Cripps
of the Planning Board, which, as re-
ported in the Observer:

“would more than halve the number

of houses completed each month and

hring down the theoretical programme
to a fifth—from 300,000 a vear to

60,000.

“Mr. Bevan's original proposal was
to fimish 25,000 houses a month, but
by midsummer the number was down
to 12,500. The Planning Board now

suggests, I understand, that Mr.
Bevan should budget for 5,000 a
month until the arrears are under
control.”

Of course, Cripps—a wealthy land-
owner—cannot be expected to sece
the indefinite deferment of the housing
programme in terms of human misery
and ill-health. For the acute over-
crowding i1s causing slum conditions far
outside the pre-war slum arcas. A cor-
respondent of the Manchester Guardian
describes the situation well from the
pomnt of view of young married couples
(the guardians of the future, as an
clogquent member of the government
described them):

“*Married during the war, the wife,
it she is not serving herself, continues
to hive with her parents, buys furni-
ture on the mstalment svstem for her
future home, and gives birth to two
or three children, which in itself
overcrowds a two-bedroomed house.
An unmarried son or two are de-
mobilised and come back to their
home to sleep on a sofa or on the
floor; the husband returns to share
one room with his wife and two ap
three children.

(Continued on page 8)
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The Myth of (zech Democracy

proved cultural or professional assciations,

E are getting used to the creation of myths. At one ume we only

had a Russian myth, now we have a Polish myth, an Eastern Zone of
Germany myth, a Hungarian myth. The most popular, however, seems
to the Czech myth. According to fellow-travellers of Tom Driberg’s type,
we have a lot to learn from this model democracy which is wrongly being
accused of hiding behind an 1ron curtain.

That the country is dominated by the Communists seemed to me obvious
during my short stay in Czechoslovakia. Nobody seems to have any doubts
about it in the country itself and they would no doubt be surprised to read
the accounts of British journalists who claim that Czechoslovakia 1s free
from any party’s domination and foreign interference. No doubt these journa-
lists have not met, as I have, people who have been imprisoned for months
without any reason being given, people who have been interrogated by the
secret police for alleged criucisms of the Communist Party. Some of these
yjournalists were in Czechoslovakia at the ume, or soon after, the arrest of
brutal treatment of IMustrated’s correspondents, yet none of them mentions
the incident and they talk gaily about the freedom of the Press. None of
them seems to have seen German prisoners employed as slave labour on the
land. None of these brilliant and inquiring-minded journalists has apparently
bothered to find out who were the women prnisoners working in the fields,
dressed in patched trousers made of camouflage material and torn shirts?
None of them has asked why they were there, what they had done, if they
received any pay, when they will be sent back to their families.

We hear, however, plenty of generalis-  gemand for such things in Russia. On
ations as to Czechoslovakia's democraiC  the other hand, they are moré and more
régime and complete independence. How in demand 1n all Western countries.
do these stand up to the facts: “Or take the shoe industry. All of it, in-

cluding the now nationalized Bata works,

Praﬁuc or .\10500\\’? produces high-quality goods so expensive

11
f

f.':i

| h e that few Czechs can afford w0 buy
L TP -« ™0 < 1T WwWriims 1n oria LICY, b : - e

= | Franas Lint, b t‘\{ ‘ them. Most of these shoes arc destuned
—1 Oct. 194 i I'here has, Ull nc “}_; for foreign markets and are an important
— i e " ) 1 . terl dg=tiee \\‘A:. : - . -

— 0 SUSELE TSI SR item 1in paving for the raw matenials the
— - vakia’s external and internal T y '

— LZCIOSI0VANIA e ey Bl countrv needs most. Verv few of these
e affairs ’s - - : xe

SR ananmrs, ) shoes find their way to Russia. As a mem-
— This was written two months after we

ber of the Soviet trade delegation put it

had scen the most glarng L\;ar’np‘.c of <R Mo hor mesd S6eh playthings’. What
Russia’s interference in Czechoslovakias o Russians need are heavy duty, country
foreign policy regarding th?' Marshall boots, and their feet, moreover, are gener-
plan. On July Sth, the Czechoslovak .y 15 0er than those of the Czechs. The

‘Government announced that 1t would 20 grg consignment of shoes to the U.S.S.R.
to Paris to discuss the Marshall Plan,  pa¢ been returned for that reason, and
a few hours later this deasion was sud- . ~0ch has been done since.

denly reversed. Hov COL’IIJ a decsion, “The newspapers gloss over the fact that
reached unamimously by the four parties  .y.p to-day Czechoslovakia has a greater

the Soviet Union sends something to
Czechoslovakia, the Czech papers an-
nounce it loudly with such headlines as
‘Russia Meets Her Obligation’.”

Political Reasons

The article quoted above explains that
the very day on which Prague announced
that Czechoslovakia would take part in the
Paris conference, Stalin received Gottwald,
the Communist Prime Minister and other
Czech delegates to discuss the politngnl
implications of a treaty of allhance with
France. This question was, however, left
aside and Stalin instead asked the Czech
Government to stay away from Paris.
Gottwald reported this talk by phone to
his colleagues in Prague and at a secret
session, in spite of the opposition of some
members, the. Czech Government re-
versed their previous decision.

This policy was justified on the grounds
that Czechoslovakia could not afford to
cut herself off from the East as, in case
of a new German aggression, no country
but Russia was certain to come to her
rescue.

Communists in Power

At the elections in May, 1946, the
Communists polled 38°% of all votes, which
made them the largest party in the coun-
trv. The Communist success was due 1n
great part to the role played by Russia
in the liberation of the country (although
it is generally believed that 1if the
Americans stopped before Prague and
waited for five days for the Red Army
to liberate the capital it was because of
an understanding between the Allied
High Commands).

Another reason, according to Franas
Lint, is that many “voted Communist be-
cause, having become members of the
Party at a ume when it was generally
assumed they would grab power under the
shadow of Russian bayonets, they were
interested 1n a Communist victory to
secure their positions.”

The Government i1s a coalition in
which the Communists hold the key
ministries: the Prime Minister 1s a Com-
munist and the Ministry of Interior
which controls the police, the Ministry
of Information which controls the State-

owned radio, the film industry and paper
supplies, the Ministries of Agriculture and
Social Welfare, are all in the hands of
the Communist Party.

The Communists only obtained the
majority of votes among the Czechs;
in Slovakia they are in a minority, having
obtained 21 seats while the Slovak
Democrats obtained 43. But even iIn
Slovakia the Communists are holding the
Ministry of Interior with the police.

Towards C.P. Control of

Slovakia

Slovakia has proved refractory to
Communist propaganda. - ‘Slovaks’ aim at
greater autonomy, having little in common
with the Czechs. They have a shadow
caBinet in Bratislava but the Ministries of
War, Finance and Foreign Affairs are
centralised in Prague. Unable to get the
support of the Slovak population the
Communist Party has begun a conversion
by force, according to the well-known
pattern.

A plot has been discovered in Slovakia
and the Communist Minister of Interior,
Vaclav Nosek, has asked Parlhament to
suspend the immunity of two M.P.s,
belonging to the Slovak Democratic
Party, accused of being involved in the
plot. News Review dryly comments: “It
it a neat move. The Slovak Democrats
have 43 members in the Czechoslovak
Parliament, 43 minus two is 41. This
sort of arithmetic did wonders In
Hungary. It brings Gottwald a little
nearer his majority.”

Stalin can withdraw his Red Army
from Central Europe with a light heart.
By the time the last Russian soldier has
left most of the opposition will be 1n jail,
shot or hanged.

The *““Freedom’ of the Press

Tourists are given a booklet to guide
them during their Czechoslovak holiday.
It explains concisely what “freedom of the
Press” means in that country: “The Press
has been reorganised and no newspaper
may be privately owned. All papers and
periodicals have to be published, under
licence of the Czechoslovak Ministry of
Information, by Political Parties or ap-

FREEDOM

Beyond this there is no censorship of the
Press.”

Further censorship 1s upd.crstandably
enough unnecessary; the Minister of In-
formation is a Communist,

How free journalists are in Czecho-
slovakia has been discovered the hard
way of cameramen Erich Auerbach and
Jack Winocour, of the Briush wcck!y
Illustrated, who went to Czechoslovakia
last month, at the invitation of the Czech
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. They re-
ceived assurances from various ministers
that they would have complete freedom
for their work. “‘If you run into any iron
curtain, come and tell us,” they were told
jokingly.

As it happened they did run into it
but when they tried to tell the ministers
about it they only got insults and threats.
While they visited Slovakia they were
arrested, manhandled and assaulted by the
State Security Police, their camera and
films confiscated. They do not know to
this day the reason for this treatment and
for the fine which they were given under
a Fascist law which is still in force. They
were only realesed after the intervention
of the British Consul.

This could be dismissed as the irres-
ponsible action of stupid and brutal
policemen if apologies or explanations had
been offered them after their release.
Instead they found an hostile atutude
in the ministers who had warmly wel-
comed them on their arrival and the

.Ministry of the Interior when returning

the negatives used threatening language
and warned them that they were liable
to five years’ imprisonment. The Press
completely distorted the incident. I was
in Czechoslovakia at the tume and from
the Communist newspapers one got the
impressions that the two British corres-
pondents had assaulted frontier guards!
The Ministers responsible for this in-
cident are: the Slovak Minister of
Interior (Communist), the Czech Minister
of Interior (Communist) the Minister of
Information (Communist)—in other words,
the people who laugh loudest when the
words “iron curtain’ are menuoned.
(Continued on page 4)

|STAINLESS HARDENED 4| ()

9
H
| |

— in the Government: Commumst, National trade with occupied Germany than with
] [ Socialist, Social Democrauc and People's  Ryca.  But they play up every ship-
L:-.;'.wa'\. Partv., be ;fz:m::_d SO rapl'dl_\':. ment of goods to Russ.sia. and whenever
| T Worldover Press USA. In 1ts . >
=3 dulletin 12-19th Sept,, gives a detailed
- == analvsis of the reasons for this volre-face. | —
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It points out that the first decision was

Stalin’s foreign policy.

The Economic Reasons
Czechoslovakia’s

mainly dictated by economic reasons, the |
il need for trade with the West, while the |
-4 seccond was pohucal and dictated by

THE PROBLEM OF WORK

We are printing below the second of a series of
articles which comprise an abridged translation of a

_ . cconomy depends On | pamphlet by Camillo Berneri Il Lavoro Attraente
) || — the West and can only with difficulty be | (A¢tractive Work).
& - geared 10 ‘hif Ol “RU“‘W “Even 1n ' last issue of Freedom, stressed the importance of
l February, 1947, Worldover Press points discussing the problem of work from an anarchist
out, “"\\h‘tﬂ (.:'cgh exports to Russia viewpomnt and showed that work has alwavs been
: :‘;«';ih\dlfl:'ﬂj I}?’:'\t'h ‘l"L'TC"-'”\." m:.r': slu\:cry sinc? the b?ginning qf civiliznt.ion. that Christian
! S R i A s total €xporis. | ethies considered it a punishment imposed by God.
| f In August of this year, one of the largest | NMaedern systems of rationalisation have transformed

orders was delivered to Russia: 10,000,000
Czech crowns (£50,000) worth of lathes.
But such an order is exceptional. On the
whole Czechoslovak industry cannot meet
Soviet needs.

“For example, the most important in-
dustrnial production in Czechoslovakia is
that of fine, specialized glass: cur glass,
optical and art glass including the recently
developed etched glass. But there is no

workers mnto robots with dangerous results for their
physical and mental health.

A YOUNG professor of an industrial school in
Northern France gave the following thought by
Jean-Richard Bloch to his pupils as a subject for an
essay:— If the factory aspires to be not only a place
of physical work but also a place of dignity, pride and
happiness, it 1s clear that it must lose all resemblance
to that which we call ‘factory’ in our own countries.”

Y m J. R. Bloch, to whom the professor sent a collection
= i of these essays, has picked out some significant passages
B A N A R C H 1 S M (Europe, Paris, June, 1934). Nearly all these sons gof

: : workers, living in an over-industrialised region, stress
J I8 —|nterpretat|0ns the brutality of bosses and foremen, and the ugliness of
; = the factories. One of them writes:—“The directors

e .NO h.uman laws are of any should understand that they will not get men to do good

» | = valnduty if contrary to the law work by behaving brutally towards them.” Another
3 | of nature: and such of them sa}'s:—“Thath wh;lch wounds the worker most is the
. . . contempt with which he 1s treated.” Nearly all the

i H | ?sr are V;lld" dtehrl\.fe a”thth'e'r pupils expressed disgust "for the “foul smell”, the “‘work-
o 1 orce anc a eir authority shops filthy with grease”, the “factory walls black with

honour be given for having so
far outseen the ideas of his
time—and, indeed, we may say
of our time. A good antidote,
this, for those political super-
stitions which so widely prevail.
A good check upon tlat senti-
ment of power-worship which
still misleads us by magnifying
the prerogatives of consti-
tutional governments as it did
those of monarchs. Let men
learn that a legislative is NOT
"our God upon earth,” though,
by the authority they ascribe to
it and the things they expect
of it, they would seem to think
it is an institution serving =&
purely temporary purpose,
whose power, when not stolen,
is, at the best, borrowed.

—HERBERT SPENCER
I'he Right to Ignore the State.

|

" thus kind as if he were entering his own home.

see with the

.—-J - - - »”

] mediately or immediately from soot”. They contrast the factory they

| this grginal,“ Thus writes “1deal’ fa'ctor.v, which will be the ‘real’ factory in the
Blackstone, to whom let all SR AT e

THE IDEAL FACTORY

“In the ideal workshop,”writes one of these children,
“the foreman distributes the work to the operatives in the
morning and talks to them as equals. They are not
heard yelling and swearing at the workers, as is usual
at present. The manager, for his part, is careful not
to offiend the works-foremen with order.”

- All the pupils, too, portray the ideal factory as being
situated 1n the country. They all visualise light-coloured
walls, they all speak of sun, light, health. The workshops
will be cooled in summer, warmed in winter, for “human
nature has need of a minimum of well-being to remain
good.” Another says:—"“A worker will enter a factory of
| There
will be washing facilities, that he may leave the factory

clean as he entered it. He will be proud of his
factory; when he passes by it in company of a friend,
ne will say, “This is the factory where 1 work,” and as he
will be happy in his work this will lead to a happy
family life.” Nearly all furnish this imaginary place with
practical means of communication, and nearly all dream
of libraries, recreation-rooms, e€ic.

These are the fancies of children who have read neither
Kropotkin’s Conquest of Bread, nor Zola’s Travail, nor
vet the forecasts of William Morris and Bellamy; and
yet the bright dream still flourishes, for it is the workers’
aspiration on the threshold of a new era.

The idea of attractive work is a very ancient one, We

By Camillo Berneri

The first article, published in the find it clearly expressed in The Works and Days of Hesiod,

the Greek poet who lived eight or nine centuries before
Christ. The formula “Do what you will” as applied to
work, 1s one of the charactenstics of the life of the
Thelemites expressed by Rabelais in the sixteenth century
(Gargantua Chap. 57). Fenelon in the third book of the
Telemachus (1699) also applies this formula to work.
Morelly, in Basiliade wrote:—"“In admitting that man’s
free activity pours into the common pool more than his
needs take out of it, it is clear that laws and regulations
become practically worthless, for every necessary function
corresponds in the individual to a natural taste, a well-
defined vocation. The leaders’ opinions will be accepted
with pleasure; no one will think himself dispensed from
work which an unanimous and collective effort will render
varied and attractive. Nothing would be ecasier to regulate
that a fraternal concourse of this kind, since frorma the

most enlightened freedom would result the most perfect
order.”

It was Fourier who amply and systematically developed
the principle of attractive work, the first condition of
which is—according to him—variety; and the second,
brevity of duration—*‘‘Pleasant and effortless’” work is one

of the socialist achievements foretold in Cabet’s Voyage
en Icarie (1840).

Victor Considérant, who was champion and elaborator
of the idea of attractive work, was right when he told
M. Lausac (Plus Loin, Paris, July, 1933) that among
Fourier’s conceptions, the notion of “attractive work”
for groups or individuals would be one of those receiving
greatest attention from future generations—Benoit Malon,
Georges Renard, Jean Jaurés, and other French sotialists
were clearly influenced by Fourier's conception of the
organisation of work. Emile Zola in his novel Travail
shows us a factory where varied work, carried out in
clean and well-lighted surroundings and aided by
machmes, has become a “recreation, a joy and a real
pleasure.” Zola gives us a fundamental principle, an

act of faith and a sure prophecy that work shall become
“the law of life itself”,

THE IDEA OF PLEASANT WORK

Certain nineteenth-century physiologists have also main-
tained the possibility of attractive work. One of these—
Rossi-Doria, wrote in one of his reports that “Work must
no longer be a torment and a source of ills, but a joy and
an mmportant factor in physical and moral health.”

~ The Anarchist writers in particular have contributed
in keeping alive the idea of attractive work. Peter
Kropotkin makes this categorical affirmation:—*“In
collective work, carried out with gay spirit to reach the
desired goal—Dbe it book, work of art or luxury article—
each one will find the stimulus, the uplift necessary to
make life pleasant.”” When, in our writings and speeches,
we predict that the day-will come when all, or nearly all,
will work spontaneously and with pleasure, frequently
comes the reply, “It is a Utopian dream!” Nevertheless,
there are men in our society to-day who work longer
hours without weariness: with, on the contrary, a deep

sense of satisfaction. These are the scientists, the
thinkers, and the artists.

I have in front of me some very interesting replies
to an enquiry made by the Philosophical and Allted
Sciences Reuview of 1907. Here are a few of them:
Maffeo Pantaleoni, the economist, says, “T'en hours at
my desk do not tire me at all,” and adds that work is
to him joy or pain according to the results of his labours,
but that “the ardour does not diminish, for it is feverish
determination and perseverance. I never feel weary.”
The Danish philosopher Herald Hofiding says: “I have
rarely been able to work for long on a single subject.
I have to handle various subjects by turns. I can work
five hours in the morning and another five in the evening
when I am in good form.” The hours of work are to
him “‘perhaps the greatest moments of happiness that life
has to offer.”

Roberto Ardigo declares: “Work is my irresistible need.
I work untl tired out, but the weariness is accompanied
by a sense of satisfaction in the work done.” The
astronomer Schiapparelli replies that he has nearly always
worked ten hours a day, between the ages of twenty-
five and sixty, and has even worked sixteen hours con-
secutively at the same occupation. He further states that
to remain idle has always been a torture to him.
The writer Arturo Graf, says that he works with great
willingness, for to him work is “a source of living joy”,
but that he finds it very wearisome to have to write eveénd
a short article by request and on a given subject.

WORK WITHOUT FATIGUE

The artists’ replies all agree in asserting that their work
brings them such joy as to keep them from feeling weary.
The very few answers which speak of incapacity to work
for any length of time, or the hardship occasioned by
work, are accompanied by statements regarding ill-health
or other physical defects.

It might be argued that the above-mentioned cases refer
to exceptional personalities. The objection would not
be valid, however, for we have seen that even these

persons are 1ll-disposed towards occupations which do
not absorb or interest them.

The case of Gustav Flaubert is typical from this point
of view. He often worked cighteen hours at his desk
without pause, but at certain times his work lay heavily
on him; when, for instance, he was only putting finishing
touches of style, or when engaged in making preparatory
investigations.

While he was wriung Madame Bovary he said in a
letter (September 17th, 1835), “I hope that in a month’s
time the Bovary will have the arsenic in her belly’’—
which remark is explained by a passage in another letter
of the same month (September 20th): “I am working
badly, without pleasure, rather with distaste. I am really
tired of this work; it is now become a veritable penance
to me.”” When in 1858 he was writing Salammbe one
chapter of which took him three months of intense work,
he wrote to a friend: “Each evening I tumble into bed

as worn out as a labourer who has been breaking stones
on the highway.”

T'hat which is observable in the great personalities 1s
also apparent in the average man. Good results from
intellectual work of lengthy duration can be achieved by
everyone provided.that it is stimulated by “interest”, in
the spiritual sense of the word. To say “I work without

( Continued on page 3)
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HOW SHALL WE CATCH ezzezm

THE SPIVS?

E have never taken the propagandn

about the Spiv very sceriously——
looking at them as potentinl workers,
thatis. The vast campnign against them
and all their menagerie (the cels, butter-
flics and droncs) was so obviously o
*red herring' that one could only be
amusced at the importance given it in
certain quarters, although the cnuses be-
hind the growth of such a body of
people are certainly serious.

Spivs, however, have now assumed
national importance, but are still pre-
senting many thorny problems for our
masters.  The problem of defining the
spiv has not yet been settled, to begin
with. Can it be that there 1s no way
of describing those who live without
working or resorting to crime, without
at the same time describing those who
are sometimes know as “‘our betters''?
Without making class distinction ob-
vious, how could the definition be
framed to include only the workers?

However, that is not our problem.
What is amusing us just now is how the
Ministry of Labour has found himself
worked into a position of having to do

something about directing the spivs.
Twice he has had to adjourn the ex-
planation of the plan which he was
going to give to the National Joint
Advisory Council, but enough has
leaked out already to make the whole
business seem ridiculous—as it really 1s.

Closed Shop Helps The Spivs

IN response to  an  inquiry from

Raymond Blackburn in the House of
Commons, the Minister of Labour ad-
mitted that any person who expressces
objcctions to joining a trade umion will
not be directed to any job in which
union membership is a condition of
employment. Nor will he be sent to a
job where his failure to join a union is
likely to cause an “‘industrial disputd’,

So all the eels have to do 1s develope
» » - » » »
n conscicnce against joining a union!

Furthermore, Ministry of Labour ex-
perts do not expect to round up more
than 10,000 in the spiv category (when
they get down to 1it) and in order to do

even that, 3.000 civil servants will be .

requircd!

GRIMETHORPE

Fact Finders Back Sirikers

THE fact-finding committe¢ appointed

to look into the grievances and
causes of the Grimethorpe (Sth. York-
shire) stint strike has made its report, and
it has been read to the Grimethorpe
miners.

The strike, the most determined and
embarrassing the Coal Board has yet had
to face was fully reported and discussed
in Freedom (6th Sept. and 20th Sept.)
and it is only necessary here to remember
that the apparent cause of the strike was
the arbitrary decision of the Coal Board
and the N.U.M. to increase the stint
(length of coal face worked) in the
Melton Field seam at Grimethorpe—and
the men were not having it.

The fact-finders’ report has not vet been
made generally public, but apparently the
Grimethorpe miners are satisfied that it
backs up the justice of their claims. The
committee consisted of two face-workers
from neighbouring collieries and the

BACK TO TRADITIONAL
INCENTIVE ! -

IN the last issue of Freedomi we dis-
cussed the division within the ranks
of the Conservatives, as betrayed by the
older, outspoken diehards and the younger
“progressive” faction with their Industrial

Charter.

One of the leaders of the old guard
is Lord Woolton, chairman of the party,
who, at a recent Chamber of Commerce
meeting at Stoke-on-Trent, came out with
a demand for the creation of a pool of
unemployed to solve the present alleged
shortage of manpower.

Woolton’s 1dea was to cut immediately
all public works and long-term capital
projects, throwing the workers therein out
of work so that they would be forced into
other employment, producing for export
This, he said, is “infinitely more accept-
able to British habits than the. State
direction of labour”.

There could hardly be a more blatart
admission of the economic coercion exerted
on the workers under “Free Enterprise”,
and those workers who are now getting
browned-off with the Labour government
should seriously ask themselves what are
the alternatives?

N.U.M. Yorkshire area secretary, W.
Ernest Jones, who must have played his
part in the original decision to increase
the stint, but 1s now forced to admit
through the report that “on evidence from
only one coal-face the sub-committee
assessed what should be done by four
coal-faces,”” a way of assessing which
forgets the elementary fact that no two
coal-faces have exactly the same
conditions.

All Mr. Jones says now i1s that “‘the
report will now go to the Divisional
Conciliation Board,” but we may be sure
that neither Mr. Jones nor the Con-
cithation Board have forgotten that the
Grimethorpe miners were tearing up their
union cards and that the words “Burn
Will Lawther” were painted on the
colliery wall. As so often happens, the
workers have made plain what they were
prepared to do and not do, and now
the officials are running round tryving to
make it constitutional. So far there has
been no date fixed for the Conaliation
Board to meet to discuss the report. We
are sure that as far as the Grimethorpe
miners are concerned it will not make the
slightest difference if it never meets.

UNREST
LANARK

IX weeks ago miners in Blantyre, and
other parts of Lanarkshire were out
on strike against unequal wage awards
in the industry. They were the on-cost
workers (mainly on haulage, roads and
roofs, who struck because other grades
had been granted a pay increasec which
made the on-cost workers by far the
poorest paid mine workers.

The strikers went back on the under-
standing that their claims would be con-
sidered by October 17th. Came October
20th and sull they had heard nothing
more, and so they did the only thing—
come out again.

On the first day, 4,500 men in 17 pits
were idle, and by the second day the
strike had spread from Lanarkshir® and
Stirlingshire to the Lothians and Fife.
At the ume of writing over 20,000 miners
are on strike, in spite of a resolution at
the delegate meeting of the Scottish area

So we are faced with a typical result
of coercion and stupidity. JThe closed
shop principle of the T.U.C. is now
going to react against the government's
schemes for getting labour, and 10,000
unwilling workers who will dehinitely
not pull their weight will be joined by
3,000 more unproductive pen-pushers.
These latter, by the way, being pre-
sumably, industrious and patriotic,
would probably, if they were themselves
directed into essential work, produce
more than three times their number of
resentful slackers.

The Wide Boys

Has anvone in the Government
thought, by the way, of the disturbing
influence on morale that the mntroduction
of the “"Wide Boys" into the factory
may have? Workers keep gomng at dull
and monotonous work mainly because
they can sce no alternative. The Spivs
are the boys who know all the altern-
atives, and how many honest workers
may not be corrupted by contact with
these hangers-on of the underworld?

Anarchists have been kept out of the
mines, and others have been discharged
from the army for no other reason than
that their militant presence was a threat
to the authority in control. Workers
arc not so slow to learn—put spivs
among the workers and who knows
what new methods of ca-canny and go-
slow might be evolved!

Frankly, though, we do not think the
spivs arc in much danger from dircction.
Although checks will be made wuvpon
amusement arcades, pin-table saloons,
race-tracks, football pools, and so on,
direction will raise more problems than
it can solve. Like any other govern-
mental activity, in fact.

But don't think from these words
of encouragement to him that we are
wholeheartedly in favour of the spiv.
He 1s a product of capitalist society
and 1s as unproductive and useless as a
politician or bank clerk.

But not more so.

P.S.
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WANTED: 2,000 New Readers!
Are you helping to introduce new
readers to FREEDOM ? Have
you asked your newsagent to
stock the paper?

Can you sell a few copies among

your friends? We can supply you

with copies of the current issue

(6 copies 1/-, 12 copies 2/- post
free).

AMONG
MINERS

of the N.U.M. deploring unofficial stop-
pages and calling on all mineworkers to
behave.

Although supporting the strikers whole- ,
heartedly, we cannot regard these (almost
routine) wage-strikes as of any great
fundamental importance—except to the
wage-earners concerned, of course. But
we do get a certain amount of satusfaction
out of seeing the same struggles going on
in a nationalised industry as in any other,
for we have always asserted that the State
as a boss is no more benevolent than any
private company.

So we say to strikers anywhere: “Fight
for your bread-and-butter now, by all
means, but don’t be satished with
the crumbs you will gain. Make the
whole loaf vour aim and make the con-
trol of your own industry—your own life
—your goal. Be sausfied with nothing
less than Workers” Control!”

THE revival of interest in the land

and its potentialities, to which I
referred in the last Land Notes,
appears to be causing a resurgence
of those little books and pamphlets
putting forward a *“Plan” or a
“Policy” for British Agriculture which
were a feature of the planning mania
of the war years. At a time when the
civilized world was harnessing all its
productive powers, with ever-greater
efficiency, to the task of annihilating
itself, the impulse to indulge in
phantasies of a world where some
semblance of sanity prevailed was
understandable enough. Planning be-
came a popular mechanism of escape
from an intolerable reality. But un-
fortunately, most of the plans bore
unmistakable signs of their, psycho-
logically, escapist origin and were
essentially houses to be re-built on
sand, the same foundations in fact on
which the present house of capitalism
was tumbling and still is. Neverthe-
less, the planners, with an ostrich-like
detachment, continue to plan and I
—God help me—will, I suppose,
have to continue to read them, most

of those that concern themselves
with farming at any rate. It’s a grim
prospect.

These thoughts are occasioned by
having just thrown down on the table
a copy of Policy for British Horti-
culture, published by the Conservative
Political Centre. It consists mainly
of statistics and is not really of much
interest except to those people con-
nected with horticulture. Indeed, but
for one significant fact about the
whole pamphlet, I would not use up
space referring to the damn thing at
all. This fact 1s that, although it is
“A Survey and Statement by a Group
of Conservative M.P.s,” it might just
as well have been compiled by a
group of Labour M.P.s, Liberal M.P.s
or what have you. While reading it

I was reminded of the leading article
in the last issue of Freedom which,

one, that), “To secure of
regulation of .
same.
Likewise the
at home is advocated, not on

of commonsense, but on the grounds
that, in the words of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, it is “the great
dollar-saver”. The implication being
that, if we had plenty of dollars to

spare, no one would propose anything
so daft as increasing home-production

of food.

Referring to the policy of the
present government, these Conser-
vative M.P.s give it as their opinion
that “ it is doubtful if the policy of
any other government would be very
existing circum-
On this point, if not on

pamphlet,
find themselves 1n

different under
stances .
many others in
anarchists will

agreement.

D.P.’s Again

this

Re: my reference in the last issue
to the dangers of the employment of
Displaced Persons on the land, from
the British worker’s point of wview,
here in passing is a cutting from 7T ke
Daily Herald (22/10/47) in support

of my comments:

Protest against the alleged “pamper-
ing”’ of foreign labour by farmers was

made at Hereford yesterday.

Mr. W. Thomas, district organiser,
told the Executive Commitiee of the
Herefordshire branch of the Union of
Agricultural Workers that while most
farmers were playing the game, some
had sacked Briush labour in favour of

foreigners.

Regular farm workers, he said, were
becoming unemployed because farmers
would not keep them on permanently
while there were reserves of foreign

workers.

Foreign workers were given extra
rations, full wages whether they worked
or not, extra clothing coupons every

o take
them - to and from work, and for

three months and

transport

recreaton.

Oh-Dear-What-Can-The-

?'g,,‘-' .

Tweedledum & Tweedledee

.., and more of the

growing of more food

]

while commenting on the
servatve Party's “Industrial Charter”,
pomnted out that there was really
little, if any, fundamental difference
between Labour and Tory policies,
that either provided “a traditionally
perfidious cover for the advancing
totalitarianism of the twentieth-
century.”’

Labour and Tory Policies

Capitalism 1s too often taken to
mean what has come to be known as
the laissez-faire capitalism of the
nineteenth-century. Whereas, iIn
actual fact capitalism is by no means
antagonistic to, or incompatible with.
a planned society, as has been shown,
for example, by Mr. Dobb in his
T'he Development of Capitalism.
Policy for British Horticulture, like
most Conservative thought of the
more “‘enlightened” variety, accepts
the necessity for planned production
and advocates it in a manner almost
identical to that of Labour spokes-
men. The pamphlet is full of such
phrases as “Particular care will have
to be taken in the regulation of the
imports of . . .”, “Future policy must
be governed by public need” (an old

Con-

Matter-be Dept.

One is given to understand that
both rural housing and the farming
industry are now important priorities.
To judge, however, from these two
items of news, culled from The
Farmer's Weekly (3/10/47), things
don’t seem to have got properly under

way yet.
(1)

Despite the fact that water mains have
passed their door for over six months,
the 100 inhabitants of Normanby-le-
Wold, near Market Raisen, still have to
depend on Caister which is five miles
away for drinking water, sent by council

lorry.
(11

A Monmouthshire farmer, Mr. Roger
Chapman, Llwynhaid Farm, Bettws, is a
little cynical of Mr. Herbert Morrison’s
promuse of ‘“‘aggressive support” for
agriculture.

With the intention of producing more
T.T. milk, he placed plans for a new
cowshed before the local coundl in
June last.

Six weeks later, after the plans had
been approved, he sent the plans and an
applicaion for a building licence to the
Ministry of Works.

The Mmistry of Works sent them to

Monmouthshire A.E.C.

The AEC. sent

Mnisiry of Agriculture.

The Ministry of Agriculture sent

them to the

F

them back to the Ministry of Works.

getting tired” means “I work without being conscious of
fatigue”’.

An accountant and an astronomer who both work at
calculations—the former simple and the latter very com-
plicated—Dboth become tired; but while the former, not
being animated by any passion for knowledge, feels the
full weight of drudgery, the latter finds vital inspiration
in the dry mechanism of his formulae, a light which bids

him remain vigilant, keeping him alert and wakeful and
masking weariness.

ABOLITION OF BOREDOM

The negative element in work is boredom. Boredom
1S continuous consciousness of tiredness and also at the
same ume a factor of that tiredness. The relation between
boredom and fatigue is just as valid for manual as for
intellectual work, for any physical activity implies of
necessity a measure of intellectual effort.

Physical fatigue is more or less intense according to
the condition of spirit in which it is carried out. Boredom
is a depressive clement. It shows as torpor in intellectual
work. The person who works with a bored mind is
reduced to a state of drowsiness. In manual work bore-
dom lengthens the time. Michelet, in his memoirs, tells
of his experiences, as a boy while working at his father’s

THE PROBLEM OF WORK

(Continued from page 2)

printing-press—‘Immobile in the cashier’s desk, under
the weight of boredom, nothing but boredom, I learned
the meaning of long hours.”

How 1is it possible to keep boredom away from work?
That 1s the problem arising out of these considerations.
Work 1s always fatugue. We must endeavour to find out
how 1t may become pleasant fatigue for all.

Every manifestation of energy is accompanied by a feel-
ing of pleasure when it i1s proportioned to the strength
of the organism. A walk is pleasant, but a forced march
1S a penance. In the same way, any activity which
follows a spontaneous impulse is pleasant. When, on the
other hand, an individual is obliged by external con-
ditions to act in opposition to his natural tendencies, he
exhausts himself in his effort of will on himself, with
consequent suffering and lessened productive capacity.

These considerations lead to the following conclusions:

1. The duration of work must be proportional to the
effort involved.

2. Everyone must be free to follow that productive
capacity to which they feel most attracted. With regard
to the duration of working time, the type of occupation
must be taken into account; there are certain cssentially

QT

uninspiring occupations which thus appear lengthy; it 1s
therefore necessary to consider the time taken from the
subjective pomt of view, that is, taking into account the
psychical reflex which the work induces in the person
who does it. There are certain jobs which, although
“light”” because they do not require a large expenditure
of muscular energy are nevertheless extremely uring be-
cause uninteresting and as such are the cause of an
enormous waste of nervous energies.

The second point (2) 1s connected with the first: since
any occupation is the more fauguing the less interesung
it is, it follows that everyone will become less tired,
and will therefore work longer and more efhiciently, when
he is allowed to develop his acuvity in the field of his own
choice.

This 1s not posssible without the economic emancipation
and technical development of the worker. When, as
Carlyle predicted, every individual will be able to choose
as his sphere of work that to which he is naturally in-
clined, work will no longer be labour, and will become
a joy for many.

Many lazy people are hike that personage in the play
The Hotel of the Poor who says: “When work 1s pleasant,
life is beautiful. Find me a pleasurable occupation and
I will work.”

(To be continued.)
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Then Mr. Chapman was granted a
building licence and special priorities for
steel and tumber.

Bur there was no priority for cement.

“You can’t have cement,” he was told,
“because agriculture is not on the Prime
Minister’s priority list for cement, and
nothing can be done about ir until all
priority orders have been fulfilled.”

G.V.

CORRECTION :

In the "Land Notes" of our last issue,
three printing errors occurred which
radically altered the sense of G.V.'
argument. Five lines above the sub-
heading "The Futility of Planning", the
line should read "of producers, if it is
more profitable”; three lines above
"Farm Workers and D.Ps" the line
should read "forbidden to seek empley-
ment outside the'; and seventeen lines
from the end of the article the line
should read "long as there is any actual
unemployment."”
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SWING TO THE RIGHT

THE Municipal Elections which

have taken place in France during
the past fortnight have been rep-
resented as a plebiscte  between
Washington and Moscow. The two
main parties, Communist and Gaullist
have in fact used these clecuons,
which should have concerned them-
selves merely with the affairs of local
government, as a test of strength

| between Russian and Amerncan in-
fluences.
The Rally of French People,

General de Gaulle’s newly-formed
party, has come out on top though
it has no programme, except 10
defend France against Bolshevism. It
gained the majority of the votes at
the expense of the Chrisuan Demo-
crats and to a much lesser extent ol
the Socialist.

The Communists claim that the
election results show an increase In
the Communist vote (Daily Worker,
21/10/47) but figures for the 344
largest communes in France, 1n-
cluding Paris, show that the Com-
munist vote has declined from 32.4
per cent. at last year's elections 1o
29.3 per cent. The final figures show
a more considerable l0ss.

Little attention has been drawn 10
the fact that 309% of the electorate
did not vote, a very high proportion
considering the intensity with which
electoral propaganda had been carned
out.
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= IT secems as if In present-day society

people are so concerned with what they

consider the realities of life that all else

3s abandoned or i1gnored. And human

- | wvalues seem 10 have been among the first

114 vicums of this new trend which has been

1 hastened by the six war years. Wherever

T—13 there are signs of mass feeling on govern-

ment restrictions, one can almost always

discover 1n them some matenal interest,

or some pohucal interest. Rarely does

one find a disinterested atutude, in the

sense of attacking an injustuce for its own

sake. Thus, 1n this country the only

large-scale agitauon occurs when, for

instance, the Minister of Power and Fuel

T4 announces that basic petrol 1s to be

1 abolished, or against the Food Minister

when small food cuts are announced. But

M~ on matters which have nothing to do with

the belly or comiorts, apathy reigns

supreme! And, 1in fact, when polhiticans

talk zbout “traditions of freedom” etc.,

they are just bandying slogans, for if

one takes the trouble to examine what this

love for freedom, and this horror for

injustice amount to, one comes to the

Te <conclusion that the real defenders of the

i freedom of the individual are limited to

a very small minonty of the population.

It is the wrnter's opinion that in this

18 country at any rate, this small minority is

L] even smaller than it was duning the vears

_ | before the war. And one cannot under-

< == estimate the consequences, as we shall

attempt to show by examples from the

Continent, where in many cases the
development has been even more rapid.

H
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THE SITUATION IN
FRANCE

France has a “tradition of freedom”
and 1n the last 20 years one has onlv to
recall the monster demonstrations on be-
half of “Sacco and Vanzett” and on
behalf of the Spanish people in their
struggle against Franco to really ap-
precate the extent to which these values
have suffered during the war and post-
WAar vears.
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We will imit ourselves to one example,
though others have already been given in
tus column and more evidence still can
e obtained in the Anarchist weekly Le
Libertaire (obtainable from Freedom Press
3d.). In a recent issue of Combar (which
<an be descnibed as the French equivalent
of our Manchester Guardian) the case was
reporied of a man who appeared in court
<charged with having denounced to the
Germans fellow detainees in Buchenwald
Concentration Camp. Witnesses contra-
dicted one another or withdrew their
evidence. In fact, the prosecution case
was so incomplete that the defending
counsel demanded and obtained the agree-
ment of the prosecuting counsel, that
more information should be forthcoming
to justfy the case proceeding. Neverthe-

Communist
which
ordinated
against the “treacherous policy of

: Does Ereedom Matter ?

The policy of the Communist Party

on the eve of the elections has greatly
contributed to de Gaulle’s wvictory.
They have done all in their power to
weaken Ramadier’s Government and
this inevitably led to a loss of con-
fidence in the Socialist and Christuan
Democratic parties but also to a rapid
ascendancy of the Gaullists.

The policy decided” upon by the
International Bureau
stressed the need for a co-
programme of action

Right-wing Socialists of the type of
Blum in France” and adwvised the
“anu-imperialist democratic camp”
(Communist, for short) to evolve its
own tactics, has bome its first fruits.

These tactuics have already been
used before in Germany in 1931 and
1932 when the German Communist
Party used all its powers of attack
against the Social Democrats and
favoured Hitler's rise to power, think-
ing of dealing with him later. It
seems that, once again, the Com-
munists have under-esumated the
strength of nationalism and that they
have not only succeeded in giving the
neo-fascist General some of the
Socialist votes but also some of their
OWN.

The Communist-inspired transport
strike, the unrest arufically created
during the past few weeks, as for
example, over the transport of sugar

less, the Court after deliberation decided
to proceed. When the turn came for the
prosecution to speak, he rose to ask that
the man should be acquitted. He had
come, he said, to demand the death
penalty, but in view of the way the trial
had proceeded and in view of the ob-
scuriies of the case, he could mot but
obey his conscience and asked the Court
to follow him in his scruples. The
defending counsel whose task had been
made easier by the prosecution, never-
theless presented his case, making points
on the contradiction of the witnesses, the
gaps 1n the prosecution’s case and demon-
strauing the psychological falseness of the
charge.

The Court withdrew to deliberate and
later returned its verdict: guilty. The
sentence passed on this man was 20 years
hard labour! And as the writer in
Combar points out this was not an isolated
case. “It 1s mot possible that the paying-
off of old scores should influence justice.

It 1s not possible to associate oneself with
such mmiquities.”

FRANCO'’S 1947 RECORD

According to Forward (18/10/47) the
official figures of political enemies shot by
Franco’s regime during 1947 were 13 in
January, 9 in February, 79 in March, 32
in Apnl, 23 in May, 11 in June, 18 in
July, 29 in August—Total 214.

It. would be interesting to complete this
official picture of Franco’s Spain with the
oficial figures of the prison sentences
awarded during the corresponding period.

RACE HATRED IN U.S.A.

On_ the sun-baked afternoon of July 11,
the inmates of a prison camp ‘near
Thalma, Ga., heard that the-state in-
spector was comung. 1 wenty-seven refused
0o work wunul they could air their
grievances. Warden W. G. Worthy tried
to get them out. There were angry words.
followed by a burst of gunfire. The next
minute five prisoners were dead, eight
injured. The following day two more had
died and an inquest was held. Prisoners
testified that they were fired upon with
no more excuse than the warden’s com-
mﬁand, “Let ’em=have it!” Warden
W orthy said they were trying to escape
As Life commented at the ume: “If so;

most of them chose a strange route—
under the barracks.”

A Glynn County grand
that Warden Worthy and four camp
guards were justified in firing on the
prisoners. But Time (Oct. 13th) reports
that “At nearby Savannah, a federal
grand jury thought differently. It In-
dicted the warden and his guards for
depriving Negroes of their lives without
due process of law.”

jury decided

to Germany,
credited and embarrassed the Govern-
ment but they have also lost the Com-
munist Party a number of supporters
who have realised that they were
merely

have certainly dis-

used in the vote-catching
game. They have, on the other hand,
strengthened the reactionaries in their
desire to have at the head of France
a “strong man” who will put an end
to disorder.

They have also succeeded In
antagonising completely the Socialists,
whom they deluged with invectives
up to the day of the elections and to
whom they extended a hand to “con-
solidate wxe unity of the working-
class” the moment election results
were known. Not surprisingly, there
have been sneers among those
“socialist traitors’ who were now
asked to bar the road to the personal
dictatorship of de Gaulle. The
Socialist Party has put up a poster
which recalls:

“The co-operation between Gen-
eral de Gaulle and M. Thorez; the
General’s responsibility for the
withdrawal of the charge of deser-
ton that hung over the head of
the Communist leader; their com-
mon insistence on the Soviet
alliance; their common suspicion
(in 1944 and 1945) of England;
their common refusal to carry
through the “Belgian policy of
calling in the banknotes and so pre-
venting inflation and, finally, their
separation # on parallel lines, the
General to denounce the Eastern
block and M. Thorez to denounce
the United States.”

Manchester Guardian, 20/10/47.

This call of unity was not mere
routine. It was calculated to draw the
votes of the Socialists in the second
elections which take place in villages
to fill those seats 1n municipal councils
for which no candidate received an
absolute majority. In past elections
the rule had been for Socialists to
vote for Communists and vice versa,
but Socialists prefer now to vote for
right-wing parties as being the lesser
evil. That Socalists should put
Gaullist mayors in power shows how
dangerous and absurd the use of a
ballot paper can be.

The high percentage of abstentions
1s a sign of the disgust and disillusion-
ment created by the recent intrigues,
mannerisms, mud-slinging in which
poliical parties have indulged. If
this mood leads only to despair and
apathy the parallel with Germany
will be carried a step further.
Whether de Gaulle or Thorez will
play the role of the new Fuchrer,
the results will be the same.

|

THE way in which so-called

Socialist countries in Eastern
Europe, under Russian domination,
are reverting to capitalist methods of
starvation in order to induce people
to work hard is illustrated in a recent
article which appeared in Picture
Post, by a journalist who had been
investigating conditions in Poland.
Apparently, there is no actual open
direction of labour. Instead, the
government resort to ‘“‘manipulation of
ration scales and other non-cash
payments”, by which they induce
people to enter heavy industries. The
rationing system is discriminatory in
the extreme. Ration cards are issued
only to heavy workers, mothers with
young babies, and significantly, civil
servants and some intellectuals—pre-
sumably those who toe the line!
These entitle the privileged indi-
viduals to sugar, bread, fats, meat and
soap. All other foods are sold on the
open market, and people with no
ration cards, who form the majority,
have to buy everything in this way, at
prices about three times those paid by
holders of ration cards. At the official
rate of exchange, “1lb of butter costs
about 12s. 6d. on the free market,
sugar 2s. 6d. a b, potatoes 7d. a Ib,
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FREEDOM

WITHIN POLAND

dark bread 1s. 3d. for a pound loaf.
There is plenty of food in the shops
and restaurants if you have the money
to pay for it.”

Naturally, as the Picture Post
journalist remarks, this system has
“the grave disadvantage of penalising
the poorer classes” and “is detested
by the people.”

Prices of clothes and other con-
sumer goods, of which there is a vast
shortage, have risen out of all pro-
portion—"a cheap dress costs £30, a
suit £90, a pair of shoes £50.” The
consequence of this is that only the
rich can afford new clothes, and the
cost-of-living has become so high that
most people have to take on part-time
jobs in the evening to make ends
meet. Work and want is the order of
‘the day.

The Picture Post article completes
the picture by drawing attention to
the press and radio censorship and the
political police, and points out that
“there are denunciations by informers
and intimidation of critics by the
Government.”

This is the kind of freedom that
Communism brings to Eastern

Europe.

We are told that Czechoslovakia’s
politics are governed by fear and dis-
trust of Germany. Inside the country it
manifested itself by the expulsion of
3 million Germans (one-fifth of the popu-
lation) and the confiscation of their
property. The justification for this in-
human policy is to be found, apparently,
in the sufferings undergone by the Czechs
under the German-occupation.

This explanation seems particularly
startling when one hears it on arriving
in Czechoslovakia after having crossed
Germany. After secing a devastated,
half-starved country, Czechoslovakia,
where there is hardly any trace of bomb-

ing, where people are well-fed and
dressed, where shops are filled with
luxury goods, seems almost unreal. They

have suffered through Hitler but the
German people are paying more dearly for
his crimes.

One does not wish to underestimate the
sufferings of the Czechs under German
occupation but if sufferings inevitably
breed hatred many other European coun-
triecs would have far greater reasons to
hate the Germans. Yet nowhere in Europe
has hatred manifested itself in such a
violent, base, petty manner. It would cer-
tanly never have assumed such a character
had it not been exacerbated for political
and economic reasons.

The expulsion of three million Germans
deprived Czechoslovakia of valuable man-
power but the property of these people
was transferred to Czechs. To expel
Germans meant that there was a pos-
sibihty of acquiring freely a shop, a farm,
or some other property.

According to Francis Lint, who tries
to justify this policy: “Driving out these
Germans, turning these regions into
Czech districts and repopulating them
was a hard task. In the beginning people

In the New Statesman and Nation
4/10/47, H. N. Brailsford draws
attention to one of the most revolting
aspects of the military occupation of
Germany.

I cannot refrain from reporting the
bitterness which the extravagent claims
of the military command for accom-
modation are causing. The army is
much too numerous and it occupies
more buildings than it needs. Like
Mr. Gollancz, I was shocked by the
sight of “Victory House”, a colossal
modern building, which has been
turned into a recreation centre for the
troops. Its vast rooms were almost
empty when I visited it. A quarter of
it would suffice for this proper and
necessary purpose, yet further space is

" being made ready wunder its roof.
Then there is the famous hotel, Vier
Jahreszeiten, which has been taken
over as officers’ quarters. It has three
hundred bedrooms, with a hundred ser-
vants, and i1t houses twenty-five British
officers. As their “country club” the
officers of the garrison have taken over
in the outskirts of Hamburg one of
U)c most famous modern buildings in
Germany, a palace set in a park, which
belonged to a tobacco millionaire, It
has its covered swimming pool, its golf
course and its tennis courts., But I

found the city’s architects grappling

“VICTORY HOUSES ”

with the estimates for an additional
building. of two storeys, containing
four squash courts, a kitchen and
much else. This by a peéremptory
military order must be built at once.
I tried to reckon out how many home-
less workers’” families might be re-
housed by Hamburg’s standards of
austerity with the concrete which these
squash courts will require. ‘““All that
has happened,” as a Socialist Senator
put it, “is that militarism has changed
its nationality.”

Hamburg is not an exception,
everywhere in Germany one hears
bitter complaints about labour and
materials being used to satisfy the
whims of Allied officers and of Ger-
man families being thrown out of
their houses to make room for the
wives and children of Allied person-
nel. Two hours notice is given for
the people to leave their homes, they
are not allowed to take away their
furniture, house linen, etc., nor is any
alternative accommodation found for
them. The situation is particularly
tragic in the big towns where already
tens of thousands of people spend

their nights in dirty and overcrowded
bunkers.

THE CZECH MYTH

( Continued from page 2)

flocked in their thousands into the border
regions. When it became known, how-
ever, that nobody could be certain of
owning the farm, the house, the shop, he
had taken over, when it became clear that
the Government considered them only as
some sort of ‘national caretakers’ the
situation became difficult. A lot of ad-
venturers just sucked dry what they had
taken over, and left before they were
found out. Others, qualified and honest
citizens who really wanted to make a new
start, became disgusted when the Govern-
men put off the decision to hand the
properties over to private ownership.
This state of affairs led for a short ume
to re-emigration into the interior, but the
Government has realised its error and all
properties are shortly to be handed over
to their present holders,”

If the occupation disorganised State
finances, it left, on the other hand,
many new factories, such as, for
example, the refineries for synthetic oil in
North-Western Bohemia which produce
enough synthetic oils to cover the whole
country’s petrol consumption. This
Mammoth works, says Lint, “has been
named ‘Stalin’s Works’, as a token of
gratitude to the Russians who did not
confiscate it as war booty but handed
it over as a gift to the Czechoslovak
Government” (French people never
thought of rénaming the Renault works
after Churchill or Roosevelt!).

As far as Slovakia was concerned she
seemed to have prospered economically
during the war, being for a long tme
Germany’s hinterland,

All this cannot and should not be put
against the executions, arrests, deporta-
tions carried out by the Nazis, but one is
obliged to remember these facts when
Czechoslovakia is represented as Ger-
many’s victim par excellence. They also
lead one to believe that the hatred of
Germany has been, to a considerable ex-
tent, fostered to serve political ends.

To keep Czechoslovakia under Russia’s
influence the Communist Party must en-
courage the fear of Germany and, at the
same time, the distrust of the Western
Powers. To this end they must hide these
clementary truths:

(@) To hate Germans as a nation 1is
contrary to every principle of socialism—
a distinction must be made between the
Nazi and the ordinary German people.

(b) Chamberlain’s Munich which the
Czechs can neither forget nor forgive
was followed by Molotov’s Munich which
might have prevented their liberation for
years to come.

(0 thn. Spain was fighting alone
against fascism did Czechoslovakia, which

possessed one of the finest airforces of
Europe, send any help?

(d) Russia has clearly demonstrated
that she has no respect for the independ-
ence of small states (Baltic States, Poland,
ctg.). If the Czechs are so concerned
with their national independence, it is
ridiculous for them to fear a defeated
Germany and yet to trust Russia’s
power.

Fear of Germany, distrust of Britain
and America, hopes of Russian protection
will only lead the Czech people to new
and probably greater sufferings. Their
allies are the workers of other countries,
whether in Germany, Britain or Russia.
'Ijogcthcr they can struggle for a common
aim of freedom and peace.

M.L.B.

15t November, 1947.

Hiddle East

THE undercurrents of talk of civil

war in Palestine have been stirred
up by the British Government’s
declaration that it intends to evacuate
British troops from Palestine. It need
hardly be said that this declaration
is one which the majority of people
at home will support, because very
few people are still taken in by the
delusion that our forces are needed
everywhere in the world in order to
“keep the peace”.  When imperial
domination becomes a bit unprofitable
they are withdrawn; in spite of the
myth for the benefit of schoolbooks
that Britain rules her Empire only in
order to keep peace among her sub-
jects. It can, however, be added that
the majority of people in *Palestine,
even those who are the most pessi-
mistic regarding ity future when the
British troops are withdrawn, will
welcome this withdrawal instead of
a continued period of uncertainty
about the future and a hopeless con-
dition of impermanence only bolstered
up by the British forces.

The Arab League has already de-
clared its intention to fight for Arab
Palestine; and has even given out
statements as to the numbers of troops
it is prepared to put into the field.
Many Palestine Arabs are, however,
extremely pessimistic as to the amount
of support they can in reality expect
to-receive from elsewhere: and point
to the fact that if a small minority
like the Irgun or the Sternists could
in fact hold up and even to a certain
extent defeat picked divisions of the
British Army working on active ser-
wvice conditions, a much larger force
than has been promised would
be necessary to defeat a body like the
Haganah which has the support of the
majority (and in time of crisis could
even rely on the entire support) of

Palestine Jewry.

In these circumstances there is a
£all to the Arab League to muster up
-greater support for the illegal army of
1936 that is now waiting its chance
on the borders of Palestine, led by
Fawzi Kawoukji, which is certain 100
to receive support from the para-
military Arab bodies inside Palestine.
But, as has been noted in these
columns before, the Arabs are even
more divided among themselves than
the Jews (due largely to monarchical
principles); and it is certain that King
Ibn Saud who is loudest for demand-
ing aid for the Palestine Arabs, will
ot co-operate with Kawoukji who is

under sentence of death in Saudi
‘Arabia. Moreover, King Abdullah 1s
playing a game of his own while
marching in pretended step with the
Arab League.

Since the last demarcation of
Ffrontiers Abdullah has never had the
chance to extend his boundaries. By
.co-operation with British Imperialism
the gained a kingdom; it is likely that
he will use the present turmoil to
extend that kingdom. His proposals
for “Greater Syria”—Transjordan to
swallow up Syria—have roused the
anger of the Arab League, which
‘however must depend on Abdullah for
-any action they take on Palestine; and
wup to the present he has given an
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EVACUATION?

“unsatisfactory reply” to demands
that British troops should not be
switched to Transjordan when they
leave Palestine. It is reasonable to
infer that Abdullah is after ‘Greater
Syria’—Transjordan, Syria and a
partitioned Arab Palestine—under
British influence and his rule. This
would be a major stroke of ‘diplo-
macy’ on the part of the Foreign
Office, since it would give a parti-
tioned Jewish Palestine favourable to
Britain in any emergency; a ‘Greater
Syria’ under permanent British in-
fluence as is Abdullah’s Transjordan
(Glubb Pasha being the Briush
officer commanding Abdullah’s forces
and the ‘man behind the scenes’);
and incidentally solve the problem of
intransigeancy in the Middle East.
From this point of view it may well
be the case that recent events have
been staged for the purpose of
persuading Syria to take precipi-
tate action.. The British Charge
d’Affaires in Damascus did in fact
warn the Syrian authorities against
any action taken against Palestine
prior to British evacuation stating
that such “would be considered an
act of agression against His Majesty’s
Government”.

It is often assumed that the
Foreign Office had just let matters
drift in the Middle East, and that it
has been “inefficient” owing to the
trouble there. But so far as “trouble”
is concerned—a few soldiers killed
here and there is not the responsibility
of the Foreign Office; there i1s a
statistical department of the War
Office to deal with that—the situation
could not have developed more
favourably for the plans of the
Foreign Office; and unless the other
Powers upset the applecart, they have
made a tactical move in proposing the
evacuation of Palestine which may in
point of fact make imperialist in-
fluence even stronger by proxy.
Labour Party Imperialism is a bit
shoddy and “utility” owing to the
times, but it i1s stll the old firm that

is making the goods.
AM.

RUMANIAN PEASANTS
STRIKE TO DEFEND
MANIU

The reason for the sudden postpone-
ment of the trial of Dr. Iuliu Maniu, the
Rumanian Peasant Party leader—it was
due to open in Bucarest last Friday—is
now Rnown to bé a peasants’ strike.

Reports from Bucarest indicate that dis-
content caused by the outlawing of the
Peasant Party and the putting on tnal
of its leader has become so great that the
peasants have refused to. bring their
harvests into the open market, in spite
of the increased prices offered by the
Government.

As a result the black market is flourig)-
ing and the whole of the Government’s
stabilisation programme is threatened.

The British and U.S. Governments
have received no answer to their request
to be allowed to send observers to the
trial of Dr. Maniu, who is accused of

treason.
The Observer, 19/10/47.

Direct action of this kind shows that
Moscow may crush the leaders but it
will not be able to enslave the people.

Germany-4

(The following information #s extracted
from reports written by comrades who
have escaped from the Russian Zone, re-
patriated prisoners of war, deporrted and
displaced persons. We have supplemented
these by using information from Gérman
papers and magazines printed under
licence from the Soviet military
administration.)

HE elections in Russian-occupied

Berlin, in Saxony and Thuringa,
have shown to a surprising degree the
silent opposition of the German masses.
In spite of immense propaganda efforts of
the Socialist Unity Party (under complete
Stalinist domination), in spite of obvious
threats and bribery and the usual means
of indirect pressure, exactly half of the
population did not vote for the Marxists,
and, of this half, a considerable number
misused and invalidated their votes.

Shortly before the clections the
Russians increased the rations. The news-

papers announced that tobacco, vegetables
and building materials were on their way
from Russia and that 120,000 German
prisoners were to be repatriated. In local
meetings of the S.E.P., newly-joined mem-
bers were given extra ration cards for
butter and cheese; naturally the other
parties could not compete with this!
According to the Russians, complete free-
dom for propaganda under truly demo-
cratic conditions was permitted. But in
fact the S.E.P. were allowed 800 tons of
paper while all the other parties received

9 tons!

“Democracy’’ Stinks

Nowhere does the catchword “‘demo-
cracy”’ appear so consistently, in speech
and in print, as in the Eastern Zone. But
the general suspicion against the S
reputed word will not wear off; on the
contrary, it seems to grow with each new
utterance. The following extract from the
letter of one disillusioned party member
is typical of what is felt by thousands of
Communists:

“What is most unbearable i1s not so
much the material misery as the dis-
illusionment. What has shaken me more
than all the terror through which we
passed is the subsequent betrayal of our
principles. Social justice, comradeship,
and all we believed in has lost 1its
meaning. Socalism lost its meaning of
liberation the moment it allied itself, for
tactical purposes and in order to gain
power, with chauvinism and, disregard-
ing reason and conscience, not only
excused but strengthened violent In-
justice. Russia has gained a position in
world politics, but the great line of
socialist development towards freedom
for all as visualised by Luxemburg
and Silone has been broken.”

Many left-wing comrades who accepted
the excuses made by the Communist
Party and were willing to co-operate with
them, soon found this to be impessible in
practice without becoming servile yes-men
or getting themselves into serious trouble.
We know of Communists who fought in
the International Brigade in Spain and re-
turned to the Eastern Zone, only to be
lured into the Communist headquarters,
beaten up and imprisoned; they had
merely been denounced as ‘politically un-
reliable’ and their unrehability consisted
in expressing some critical remarks: In
prison they found S.P.D. workers who
had protested against the removal of
machinery, as well as German Communist
functionaries who had objected to
Moscow’s practice of enforcing its policy
without the least regard for the views of
the German Communist Party. After
some time these people were informed that
they would not be prosecuted, but given
the opportunity of proving their loyalty
by taking part in vital reconstructional
work in Russia.

“Just like the Nazis” has become a
common phrase in the Eastern zone. The
Russian propagandists have failed to
diagnose correctly the psychological state
of the Germans. After having been bom-
barded night and day for over a decade
by Goebbels’s propaganda, they are in a

state of apathy and subconscious resis-
Instead of Nazi

officers they see Russian officers, th(c)ir

n
wall they see gigantic posters of
Father Stalin and the heroes of the Soviet
Union; they read a censored press; they
swallow newsreel and wireless dope and
endless appeals for greater sacrifice and
harder work; their reaction is “Just like

tance to propaganda,

chests covered with decorations.
every

the Nazis!”
Workers Disillusioned

Even if we were not in possession of
reports from workers in industry, we
could guess the real state of affairs from
the attempts of the S.E.P. press to raise

who expected

liberation and an immediate introduction

morale. The workers,
of workers’ control, are bitterly dis-
appointed. When the Russians came
there remained only a small rearguard
of the old German Communist Party.
The party was flooded with masses of
“May Communists”’, headed by eager
opportunists who were only seeking ad-
vantage for themselves. The expected
Socialisation soon proved to have about as

much resemblance to the Communism
envisaged by the sincere Communist
workers as has the nationalisation 1n
Great Britain. Workers councils were
formed in industry to proceed with re-
construction, production and distribution
on syndicalist lines, but their lack of
power was soon realised.

The workers cannot forget the acts of
brutality, looting and wilful destructon,
committed by the first Russian troops.
These troops were replaced by others, and
open looting stopped, but instead the
Russians appeared on the black market
with big cases and bought, for a loaf of
bread, a few potatoes, a piece of bacon,
the treasures of hungry people, things
which in Russia only the privileged could
afford, such as gramophones, watches,
rings, clothing, cameras, bicycles, and so
on. The Germans in all their poverty
were still ‘richer than the average in-
habitant of the “worker’s paradise”.

The Germans realise and resent bitterly
the fact that they are being paid for these
goods with coal, butter, bread and meat

of which they have been robbed. The
Russian ‘comrades’, ‘champions’ of the
poor and disinherited, pay, not with

Russian currency, but with their ratons
from German food stocks.

Reparations Condemned

The workers condemn the dismantling
and removal of machinery and technical
equipment—they call it plain destruction
and robbery. They condemn reparations
outright. They remember how Trotsky,
under the pressure of the Russian Soviets
(consisting 1n the early stages of a non-
Bolshevik majority), refused to acknow-
ledge the debts incurred under the Tsarist
regime. Ironically enough, the Communist
Party of the Western Zone i1s trying to
exploit the popular rescnument against
reparations, but makes no mention of the
fact that Russia persists with stubborn

obstinacy in the demand for her pound
of flesh.

The number of wholehearted supporters
of the Communist Party is relauvely
small. They consist chiefly of oppor-
tunists and functionaries who reap advan-
tage from their services. The great
number of S.E.P. supporters are people
frightened into membership for the sake
of security and an alibi. The intelli-
gentsia, with the exception of corrupt
time-servers, and the discontented middle-
class remain 1n silent but growing
opposition.

The population is less informed on world
politics and events than it was ever under
the Nazis. The Russians, well-versed 1n
traditonal underground methods, have so
far combatted successfully all propaganda
against their interests,

The press of the Eastern Zone devotes
much space to describing the starvation
and corruption in the West. The purpose
becomes clear when one reads:

“Listen to the Berliners and one
would think they were hungry. Though
they have received every week their full
rations, Berlin shoppers talk unceasingly

By JOHN OLDAY
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| MUST HAVE SOME SLIMMING PILLS!

occasional trip Westward.” 3

‘ Thc&flollawnnlongﬁnof

rom Western zone papers, stating
ing facts concerning black market,
racketeering, chaotic adminstration, star-
vation, strikes and demonstrations.
Naturally, the Berliners feel sorry
their compatriots—but even more
for themselves for being completely de-
prived of every means of protest and
action! In theory one may still listen
to the news service of the BB.C.: in
practice all big wirelesss sets have been
confiscated or are available only on the
black market.

The Silent Front

Whatanpormybettcrthemonlcof,
the workers than the fact that thirty
thousand of them have escaped from the
Eastern to the Western Zone; the Come-
munists have replaced them by directing
so far eleven thousand youths, At the
same time there are indications that mere
passive resistance is being driven into

of hunger. 1 wish every Berliner an

e,

THE RUSSIAN ZONE

channels of direct action. The S.E.P. 4
press is now launching the first attacks
on the saboteurs, obstructionists and neo- 7 g
Nazi elements in the Western zone. :
those who will not accept unquestioningly
the superiority of Soviet culture, all those
who lack spontanecous outbursts of enthu=
siasm, are being defamed and discredited.
This is not addressed so much to the “4
enemies of the Communist Party abroad
as to the ‘silent front’” in the Eastern -

Zone. 2
Admittedly there is full employment in i
the Eastern Zone, but since this seems to

have no uplifting effect on morale the old
Roman policy, so well remembered by the |
Nazis, of bread and circuses, is now being |
applied. The shortage of transport has )
been accentuated by the Russian removal |
of large strips of railway line and
quantities of rolling stock, while at the
same time certain tracks remain for pur-
poses of propaganda, for the needs of the
Russians themselves and for the trande
portation of 50,000 people ar a fime to
witness boxing matches and other organ-
ised entertainments. Bicycle racing in
Neukoln, Chemnitz, Dresden and Zwikau
draws tremendous audiences. Elsewhere
other sports, especially for youth,
receive the greatest encouragement. The
many sports organisations favoured by
the authorities seryve not only for amuse-
ment and the raising of health standards,
but are also purposely designed instri<
ments to capture the yvouth, to divert the
vitality which might otherwise lead to
political resistance into easily controlled
channels. The militarist of this
organised sport is evident from the follow=
iIng case. American soldiers in Berhn
used to play baseball and attract numbers
of German youths. This led to fraternis-
auon and the boys, being instructed in
the game, began to play enthusiastically
with their instructors. The Russian
authorities, forgetting all old time pnin-
crples of solidarity, protested to the
American authorities against this ‘prelude
to a mulitary education’ of the German
youth!

»\

Stalinised Education

The Ministry of Education 1in
Thuringia has issued an order whereby
in all elementary schools the eldest pupil
must recite, before cliasses begin, an ex-
tract from gither Lenin or Stalin, - The
Soviet Military Administration has issued
another order by which every schoolroom
must be decorated with a picture of Marx
or a leading Russian statesman. History
lessons on the Russian Revolution were
to be introduced, but this was not prac-
ticable, since apparently the teachers were *
not sufficently acquainted with the sub-
ject. A modern Arts and Crafts School,
organised on the pattern of the Moscow
Institute, has been founded in Berlin: the
children are selected after a special exams
jnation: n addituon to art, lessons are
given in literature, languages and history,
If these subjects are taught on the $4i8®
Schadanov lines as in Moscow, .it will
amount to the following:

“Russia has produced the greatest
poets, artsts, technicians and army in
the world. It was not Bessemer,
Siemens or Martens who invented new
methods of steel production, but Dmitri
Schernov. It was not Eddison who
invented the electric bulb, but Viadimir
Ladigin Jabloshkov. It was not
Marconi who invented wireless tele-
graphy, but Topoff. The princple of
the electric dynamo was discovered not
by Siemens but by Faradin. Russian
literature has not o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>