"The 'free' werld is not free:; . the :'communist!?

world is nct ccmmunist; one is already
cpenly class-divided & is becoming tctalit.
arian, the cther - already tctalitarian &is

grcwing morc and ncocre class-divided,

"Pelligtiion, "tvecldagar and cther weapcns c¢f mass
destructicn put a questiocn mark cver the very
survival cf mankind; and they are the
inevitable product cf the 'free werld'/'ccm-
munist wcrld' pcwer strugglc and its disre-

gard ¢f human values.

"We chargec that boeth systems engender servitude;
that pseudc-frecom basecd c¢n eccnomic slavery
is nc¢ better than pseudo-freedcm based on

pclitical'élavery.

"Phe mcnopely c¢f power ahich::1s the state must
be el iminated, Gevernment itself - as well
as its underlying instituticns - perpetuates
war, oppr¢ssicn, c¢orrupticn, ‘explcitation

& misery.

"We advccate a werldwide sceiety cf ccmmunities

& ccuncils, based on ccoperaticn & Irec agreew

Regimentaticn c¢f pcople
regulation ¢f things.
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ANARCHISTS

PCc®lism is a deceptive mirage,
without freedcem.is despctic.
'b01allﬁm,”
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START Syndicalist
Tendency of the "
Anarchist
Revcluticnary
Tradition

- wWhen used cf scecial revoluticn - dceces nct mean

mere” insurrection.

An insurrection may well be s

device for replacing cnc small elitc at the apex of
the state and power sys sten, with ancthcr sinilar

clitc, bringing nc sericus attempt tc change the
econcnic & su0131 infrastructurc., |

A rcvoluticn - which is @ change
in sccial & cccncmic relaticnships may well be carried
cut withcocut 1nsurrecticnary necanse.

means the abeclitlion of the perLngL cf the exist-
ing ruling class, & of the econcmic differentisls

that give rise tc . thems followed by the ocrestion
cf a new sceial crder.

by nc means inevitably involves viclencc c¢n the
part of thec revclutionaries.

It 15 however inconceivable that
the ancicn regime wculd ever willingly surrender
lf it can avoid being dispcsscsscd it

pcwer,
PrlE anGg 1t will Tesort o vioclence toc Tuarther this
alm,

It nust therefore bc. cxpected that
unless there is an eccnomic c¢cllapse, ¢r unless for
scm¢ rcascn such as war-wcariness, the ruling class
hag 1ot its will to ™mile: that the defenders ¢l - Ac
Old. ¢grdcr will yesors Le armns.

1t dccs nct ncccssarlly fcllow that
reacticnary viclence can best be cverccrnec by rcvcel-
uticnary viclencc, Such is the naturc cf the modern
statec and its wcapcns cf mass destructicn, that 3t
18 unkikely that a just gocicty cculd emcrge frcrv 3
full sicale nmilitary confrontation.

ADVOCATE A SOCIETY BASFD Ol) CO-OPFRATION 7ITHOUT
COERCIONSEP= gy -
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de moct- 8€t Cuf mcrcly to cverthrcw one c¢lass in crder
to Yeplace .3t 4ith the 'Diktat' cf ancthers but et
curaeclves the harder task cf abolishing all class
priwileges, & of s¢ crdering sccicty thet nc new el.itc
cla:ss may cncrge.
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ANARCHIBTS

ANARCHIGSTS

ANARCHISTS

" ANARCHISTS

wish tc abolish all elos: divisions, & =« ginee
"the statc merely reflects the class divisicns
within a society" (Marx) - hcld that that aboclition
cntalils the abecliticn of all states, gcvernment
(rule by conc¢ man, or cne set of men - &/0r Wwomen -
cver cthers) & not - as the "Marxists" advacate -
the creaticn cf "workers' governments" or "workers!
states. |

. ouch "wcrkers' regimes" - be they
democratic, or be they despotic, have invariasbly
precduced their own elites ruling the masses,

\ ‘ Anarchists were warning cf the dangers
¢ such new exploitative znd class-divided systens,
long before the ereation cf any cf the self-styled
sociakist~ states. The fact that 1in practise the
Stalinist regimes brcught not merely all the evils
against which anarchists had warned but even exceeded
them, confirms the validity of thcse early anarchist
argunents,

dc not necessarily argue that Marxism & Leninism

lead inevitably +tc Stalinism; mnevertheless the
danger is very nmuch inherent within the state road
tc socialism and the concept of the vanguard party;
both c¢f which are central doctrines cf Marxist-Len-
inism, It is therefore highly prcbable that such
Lbeninist revolutions will follow a ©talinist path, &
anarchists recall with pride that we warned of the
danger carly.,

TSNS

- tc repeat - oppose all governments, whatever the
label, & all states as being symptomatic cf class
divisions and rest -~ on elass privileges, When
Marx described gcvernments as the executive ccmmittec
of the ruling class, he used The word eXE€cuUL1IVE as
a body respcnsive tc the orders of ancther and merely
doing what it was tocld, - an implemebtation committee,
Marx spoke at @ time when capitalism
had not taken a2 collectivist & corpcrative form;
the fact that his term "a mere execubtive committee"
still appears to have value is due tc the changed
nature cf executive ccmmittees within scciety as an
whcle.

advocate the replacement of existing sccicty -
whether the openly capitalist "free world" or the
gtate capitalist "eommunist world", or indeed Ghc
"Phird World" admixture cf the twc, with a soclety
based cn free cooperstion.

regard calls to build a "militant workers' party”,

as wholly misccnceived., These toc often conceal
cMnical attempts to manipulate workers in the
interests of one <c¢lique cr snother, & have as much
toc dc with the liberatioh of soclety, &as the appeals
made tc the naticnal interest by spckesmen cf tae
Right, & Centre.,
Attenmpting to¢ bring abcut the rgvol-
ution through the creaticn of a workers' party 1s not
merely misguided, but as it offers cnly the 1llusion
of success, the projected weapcn cf freedom socn
becomes the tocl of manipulaticn, bureaucracy and -
ultimately - new oppression and exploitatmcn.




SYNDICALISK

SYNDICALISTS
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SYNDICALISTS

SYNDICALISM

SYNDICALLSM

IS 4 STRATEGY FOR 4T1sINING IHE 4NsRCHIST REVOLUTION,

radvecate the sccial g&ngral otrlkL - (that is the sim-
ultanccus cecupation of factcrlc by gorkexs, locking
out the bosses, taking-over the firms and ccnvertlng
them, - tc produce for use not profit, ‘3nd running
them in a ncn-authoritarian 3nd ncn—heirarchical way)

+~ a@s_the principal-mesns cf revoluticnary change.

e '

'in crder tc 'plan fcr thé soecial general strike, advoc-

JtL rhvolutlonarj 1nduotr131 unicnis;
tthat is . dnions bascd cn the fundamtal

unit that wecrkers who. work. tecgether,. .whether in fac-
tory, office,’ shop, or part cf thesei 7+ irrespec-
tive 'of their craft or cther divisiocns, = meeting at
WOrK, - and while class scéiety exists preferably in
the bosses!' time; g |

(that is mcruchr unions without hlghly
paid permanént cfiicials, but wherein all elected |

officers shall Be pald only the average :¢1 the workers

they represent and shall hcld thneir-oitice only JGr
short limited periods with a dutf % c2s ﬁb back to thec
shep floor thcr thellr tefm of? LfflCL sc.as nct tc lose

-.gcntact with their electcrate;

(that is unicns where all'decisions

" ghall be nade subjeét tc ratifiéstion by the ronk &

I1le,  where the iglegted CIficers sHaly always be.
subject tc recall, where all committecs other than
those 8t the place cf work shakl be maue up ¢f mandated
de legates whcse duty will be tc the workers whce clected

them; ) |
anu this rcvol-
futlonary industrisl unionism shall nmake it clear that
while capitalism lasts it ex15ts-solcly to tight foxr
the immediate interests of wcrkers until 1t has won

~the. adherence of the mass cf the working class when it

will launch the sccial gceneral strike.

insist thot direct ac ticn, (industrial or ctherwise,)

by the wcrker - whether irndividually cr ccllectively =
is. the only form of political action 'in which nhe cen
Tully trust; thé only forn cif“action wheie he dOES

nct leavec hlmsclf open tc_ be betrayed by 1LJders.

is not however an ipvariable blueprifit: -per is it a

‘theory dreamed up by some academic. ™ It is 8 ccver-all

term given to 3 number ¢f disparate mcvemerts, & 1in
cach case these were the Droduct cf the spontaneous
strug les of the workers; created in "the midst of

bajor upsurges cf the wcrklnf classs
Such dlffcrlng 01rcumstanccs as exnlaln

the individual characteristics cf mcvemencs a3 dlverse
as the smerican IWW, the Franch CGT, thc Shanish CNT,

.the early days of cur csn Shod . stewards' ncvensnt here

in Britaein, (as also' the wvcrkers' ccuncils in <fcuti
Wales & on "the Clydc in ‘and after 1916.)

as 3 thcory demands first and foremost that the anar-
chist aim nust be explained and inte r“rettgu in terms

-9f. the Tradical utrugglLS in which uagcr sections of

the werkang class are currcntly dnu spontane culdly

engaged.,
1t must shcw that the legie of the

rank and filec democracy found -wherever wocrkers dc act

-
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SYNDICATIST

START firet & forewmost

abandon it.

spontanecusly leads directly tc the truest forn of
scclalism., . Must ccmbat all attempts toc impose
legdefship and dilscipline cn the workers, attempts
Which ‘amocunt tc the reintrcducticn cf ecapitalist
relationships tc the woerkers' mcvement.

1t nust show that inherent within
this direct democcracy and within the spontanecocus
direct actiocn is the whole conception cf anarchist
struggle, and that the worker has adopted these bc-
cause deep dovn he naturally yearns for the free sco-
clety even though he probably dces nct know the word
anarchy.

movenents, co¢reated in the "heat 01 cnée - prolsetarian
Upsurge y  haves where healthly, renained as the bagic
organization for future strug:les, bcth the partial
& defensive struggles cof workers in ¢very day life, &
the longer term educaticnal struggle tc convince
cthelr workerg cl the need: ¢ change soclicty basigally.
Net all revoluticnary:. strug les that
have follcocwed a livertarian psttern have hcwever left
such a residac. In 1955, in Bast -Berlin & Vorkuta,
1n 56 in Poland and Hungary, the working clsss inter-
vened decisively: in struggles which set out @s com=

.bats wvithin sectors of the Stalinist bureaucratic-col-

lective, They did not survive.the ccning of the
Lapks, = hcr later were Czech and French workers'
ceuncilis tc Suivive in 68,

Years carlier, (soon after the Rus-
sian October in Germany and Ncrthern Itsly,) similar
waves had equally failed tc leave remnants. Nor has
the working class . €lement 1n. the anerican Negro mMoves=
meht left an organigation. - .

This hag lcd tc 3 fa3lse gonirags nNe-
twetn syndicalismn and what is knovyn @s ccuncill commun-

ism, Certainly the variocus groupings which together
make up the latter tradition stress spnontanelty $.£
than dges syndicalisn, Certainly syndicalists are

sceptical of the claim thaet sny upsurge 1s . entirely
shontanedus if that neans that nocne wus working ard

preparing 1or ite
Hcwever noc syndicalist is opposcd to

spcntancocus werking class action, we. claim that if

possible we shcould not lose the gains of yecsteryear &
if yesterday the working class built 3n crganizaticn,
then even thcugh we accept that there are dangers of
it growing burcaucratic . after the first flush of
epnthusiasn is past, we would not I1ighfly agree €0

Morcover we ccnsider it.s self-con-
tradiction to agitate and proeopsgate ddegny 34 16 49
then argued that spontaneity is all in all sufficicnt;
yet every council ccmmunist group dces sc agitate &
doecs work for that upsurge which it newverthelcss sargues
will cone through no action cf 1ts cwna

This is not '« Irom the symdicalist
side =.3 major division. We accent that in ain,’ in
the grecater part ol our Ltheory, . and in practice in
the greater part cf our strategy there 18 no differ-
ence between syndicalists snd ccuncil communists. B &
is however séen by sonc council copmunists @s a matter
¢f fundamental importance, & we thereforec hawe TO :
acknowledge the difference. ’

I3 4 GROUP OF PFOPLE 4DVOCATING 4N ANARCHIST
REVOLUTION, & WORKING FOR IT.

belicves THaA® such revclution is most likely to be




STaRT

~ .

OTHRT

achicved by a syndicalist strategys; & that the nost
useful body c¢if theory in the amnarchist armoury 1s
anarcho-syndicalist.,

However syndicallism 1s a means and nust
always be¢ subordinate tc thc¢ aparchist end, (save in
that mecans shape ends, that is an end cannot be ach-

ieved by means that are incompatible with the end.)

T SRR It would be untrue to the very funds
amentals of syndicalism tc 1nsist on syndic3list con-

ecpts tc 3 degree which would alienate the anarchist

frcm the working class when in revelutionary struggle.
(Which is whv, here in Britain - since unlike other
countries most workers belonged tc trade unicns - the
syndicalists have ncver attempted tc sct up a distinct
industrial uniocn federation.)

remenbering that various bourgeois-liberal ncliticlans 3
have at times tempcrarily aclaimed themselves syndic-

alist; (toc say nothing cf the pre-war fascist use of '
the ternm): and noting that industrisl unionism - how- :

ever revoluticnary is not necessarily :nercho-syndic-

alist; emphasizes that its task 1s nct only tc adv-

ocate syndicalisnm as 2 tactic for anarchists, but also
to insist cn the anarchist perspective tc thosc we con-
,act who are beginning tc consider themselves syndic-

OllSt. : |

emphasizcs that anarcho-syndicalic: T< always invol=-
ved inccerporating into the industrial unicnist strugtle
clerents of cther-.streans. cf anarchist thought,

indecd other streams of radical thought.

The formation ¢f workers' ccunltlees -
fcr instance - necessarily involves o significant
mcasure of sclidarity, (the product perhaps of mutual
aid), & c2nnct bc achicved unless WOTKeEIS havcjshcu
racialist, naticnalist, nmilitarist, sexist and other

illusions that ncv divide the working class.

| Lo Xt 48 .3 ecntonplace to sa¥y that the
So0clal ccnditloning imposed by existing sceietyiy through
advertising, formal schocling, conventionsl fomily
rolesg and idcss as to gex-roles, the beliel that it
18 norally ipperative tc werk = ¢ven ift the work is
use less or positively harmful - the belief in the
anhgolute necessity of eccnomic advance - .even when
this neans monufacturing gecds that are designed to
fall tc pieces tomorrcw sc as to force the purchase
cf replaccrnents - & the asttitudes imposed by con-
VveEnticnal rmeralisn: all contribute to divisions »
arcng werkecrs, |

| Given that workers are divided by thcse
things it follows thot any ncvenent thot contributes B
tc their abolition provided it dces nct sow fresh
divisicns is advancing the ¢susc cf werkers' unity.
rherelcre even i it dces not see itself as revolut-
ionary a ncvenent by combotting the harmful condit-
loning cf the¢ present could aid revolution.
: (However in practise nost -~ if:nct all
- . ricverents which doc nct:see themselves as revcecluticn-
ary; (@ogether with mony that vould clain so to bej))
do in fact fcster 3 new set of divisions and illusions.)
| Nevertheless tc the extent tiat any

humane and libertarion ogitation - even if nerely
ne liorist (refeormist by blows) & dc-gocding, in con-
Ception = Irees the working class Ifres the hipnds o
attlitudes which prevent its own self-liberaticnj; we
se€ 1t as facilitating the grcwth cf syndicalisn.
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production so boh¢lbx,
e8 1n the Hroéductive proce s ‘
tc Jll workers that the bcrale T8
1 % ntial, That the workers cculd T0H
selves run thc factories better. he faoct thag® ,
VOrkers sce all processes cf production nowadays, has
B hystiltying efdect, N Kl r°1t lock as 1f managenent
8t leagt - .11 not the gl rchfldcrfs-;ilay in. usc ik
TOlE ,
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Moreover given that nany of the evils
of today are not (at least in this ecunmtry) the lack of
E000Sy DEHE thst s¢ nmuch of what 1s produced. is harmiul,

-~

()

useless, - 0r deglgned Lc b QUSelele & Scrappeds; given
therefore that many wecrkers - particularly say in
i munitions - fecl they have an interest in naintainling
the production ol anti-=gccial products and feel then-
s€lves, consequently,; nDenaced by campaigns i the Left;
1t 138 more than ever nccessary that workers attaln a
glcbally radical c¢cnsciousress and not jJust an indust=-
rially radical cne, before they begin to think cf
beconing syndicaiist.,

Slmllarly vith the growth of power ¢©f the natlicn=state, agp=
ects ¢f anarchist arsumeénts which mey at times in the
nast have seened tc stress individual liberty tc the
exclusion cf revolutionary.class ccnseiousness; &
dhich for this, or other recsscns, . have been disnissed
by syndicalists as petit-bcurgeccis ultra-liberalism;)
have taken cn a revoclutionary tinge and a working
class appeal which they formerly lacked.

Nowadays, few wcrking class y.ungsteTs
grcw up without finding thenselves 1n conflict with
stupid; piddling restrictlions, ™ thear ipdividual
freedon: 8o that fcrus cf protest which riay once han

‘been the near-rontpeoly cof the scns of the privelegeéc

"niddle-class, - c¢r w~vhich: were applicable cnly tC th
super-explolited, tc ragial ﬂincrltluo, to the hofic 183,
0z the unenployed, = now have a.far wider appeal,

Prctests which marxists used tc dls=-
dain as-'a product of aristofratic distiain 10r nNecessary
ccntrcls, now are part 2nd parcel ¢f the asctivity of
every Lepinist group; even though the Leninists ccn-
Linte to guote their forllears gl the €llegt Ghaly anad»-

A chists are unconcerned with prclectarisn sclidaritye.

e This mecans that the workecr, nowadays, idoes not ccme to syndic-
< alisn«sclely as a naotural extension of instingtive
indugtrial nilitancyi @ bt he does 1nstinetively cone
tc o 1dbertarian rejection of nany ¢f the contrcls, &
convréntions of the da¥., ‘and the natural extepsion oL
thiis 158 rejeobion ol the BLATE,
Given his ncrmal ccntact - not nmerely
a% the peint of production.« with elass BOClelLy) Tne
Forker éittuzfziag tg submit to being brainwashed, = TcC
Dury hia head in the sapis. BC 88 not sc sec that
e 15 . 8D8LIVEQ = or BltCIDBthQly tc consider forrms of
Yevolt that lead Jdogidally to sanarchiisi, When Rhc
| goes thot Tar, he can fhen See thit capitalisp 186
Yulncerable, chiefly, 2% the point ci productlian, &
that.-the natural application of anarchistic rTeveolt

1s syndicalisn.
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nevenent, shcowswy
¢i distrust ¢ e
vaich lLacking Gi?
3zainst these tends tc fclleow Tt
ctliexr ©f the d¥ensnast facticns.

Given this‘ain, and the fact that
syndicalisti 18 secn as @ strategy, nct an air &

that therecicre BTaRT apgecpls the validity i <tb‘

Heans i revolutiecnary strugede: BTART does'not

a1lLi uﬁly t¢ stress. the syndicalist strategy, but

als3c secs a necd tec werk for an united "Fevoluticnary
.KdCIdtluJ ci anarchist end ‘ethexr libertarian-gccialist
RrCUDs, JTeady £¢ Wwork tegcthey inegsentials, wnlle “
net suppressing thecretical differencesa. B

-+ bonsequently START dces nct wish to ’
WCrk in 1sclaticn, & fcr this recascn - despitc sericus
differences with the DTG Prcgranmre - interds tc apply
tC the HTM, o be-pernitted tc affilliste as 8o fTacticn
therecls - sinee the AWA is ‘'the nearcst we have tTc 8
viable, *revcluticnary, fedératiocn cof British anarcha&sts,

We will actively see¢k the cocperaticn
ci cther libertarians in bullding. revolutlicochary CER«-
liason organizaticns in industry. We are 3lsc ccom-=
nittedras individusls, anu as-a greup, Lo 1nvoive
curselves in'cther types cf strugzle for the anarchist
revcintion,

Phis gall tc fern B8TART is din responsce po.what we sSeg as a Neced
to invclva pore pecple in 3¢tive anarchigiy U0 "KEED
tnuy Icre c¢cnsistently invclved in anarchist activity,
& give ther a greater impact in prcpecrticn tc thear
numbgro9 sc as. t¢ rncve anarchisn away frcri 1t€s
present 11i8gc as ufraly'“mcﬁﬁh; vanting tc wave rced &
black flazs & disrupt the dengs cf cther grcupse.

This letter is being sent out @l ) tc a nunber «f pecple @hc nay
well agree with us 2s tc the need for an crganizaticn
& acccpt this as a draft fcr an agreed staternent;
(2) t¢ 2 nunher of “pucple who wWhidc
involved in cther . grcupings nay nevertheless welcory
the init®ativersnd be ninded tc wecrk with STARYT.

All those whec share the broad terns 2
cf cur gEsbygis,. aims and primeciples, are askcd TC
write inc with criticisms a3nu ccuiy ents; & sey whether %
shorinz tnc:general tencr they wculc ccnsider jolning. o
(Obvicusly nc anarchist group weuld wish tc be dog-
riotic as te¢ the dégails of. s staterent. )

-

Martyn Everctt
Julian Turner
Laurens Otter





