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EDITORIAL

Not a day goes by but the Irish papers carry reports
of the corments of one or twe sonetinmes as nany as half-a-




o
dOzen "proninent personclities" on the situation of uarest that
exists in Ireland.The 26-Co., "seni-detoached statelet" noy be
well down the field in relation to nony other states 1n.the
world where education,sociul services,homsing,etc.j,are
concerned.When it comnes to strikes Lowever and the nunber of
nan-hours lost per capita of population per annum during the
past few years,the Pree State leads the field easily, Our
"promninent personalltles" have all been able to stonach the
first set of conditions without a bother for aonkeys years;
they weren't affected by then.They are now julping onto
platforms and into pulpits all over the land tO decry the
'1rre8pon81b111ty' of the working class,which dares to try

and naintaln or even 1mprove its lot in a situation where
opportunities exist for doing so.

We do not believe that the will of the WOT{ETS
engaged in the present struggles will be influenced greatly by
the statenents of the various anti-national and anti-worker
elenents who've spoken out.These latter included his Treverence
up in Armagh.Only two days after the Irish Tines wondered
edltorlally if the Church wasn't falling down on its Jjob and

failing to offer correct guidance to "the netion" in"its"
dlfflcultles -~ 1o and behold! the bould Conway hinself

dutifully joined in the chorus of calls for "responsibility"”
and added his own wee fog of pious verbla@e to the clouds

building up over the 1naustr1al front.

On at least two occasions during recent nonthsthe
Irish Tines editorially has evoked the possibility of the
inposition of military dictatorship in the 26-Cos.Maybe the
Irish Times has some infornmants in Groomne's Hotel,where heads
of the police,politicians and arny officers drink and talk every
other night till the early hours? Or maybe the Irish Tines in
its frustration at the intractability of the workers sinply gets
sone little neasure of satisfaction and relief out of brandishing
the possibility of a take-over by the heroes of Parkgate St., -
nost of whom have never seen a drop of blood shed in their lives.

One thing 1s certain:capitalist ruling classes
everywhere when seriously threatened by popular discontent have
always thrown the trappings of demnocracy aside and revealed theilr
rule in all its nakedness for what it is - a dictatorship of their
class,arned with all the.“achlnery of violence and prepared To use
that nmachinery to the full in order to hold on to State power,

Pushed far enough by a nilitant and increasingly class-
conscious and politicised working class the Free otate
capitalists will dispense with such 'luxuries' as elections,




parlianent, freedon of expression and assenbly,etc.,The proposed
le”lSlathHftO outlaw unofficial strikes and imnpose penalties
on any individual or organisation supporting such strikes ig &
step in this direction.It is a step whieh st be net by the
resistance of the working class.this resistance can best be
nobilised by stepping up the struggle for the establishment of
a revolutionary workers' party arﬁed with a clear Socialist
alternative to Lenass's policy of national sell-out and anti-
working class legislation.

The o0ld post-Civil War set-up in Free State .politiss
~and in Irish politics generally is going out fast.Young people are
- not interested in 'last surviving' this-that -or-the-other.The
results of the presidential election are still further evidence

of this all too obviaous fact.The recent fiftieth anniversary
celebrations of I9I6 only served to bring home to large nuibers of
people the realisation that the "3/4 Republlc" hes noyhln in
cormon with the Ireland Connolly and Pearse envisaged,

More and nore people are beginning to understand that
there is nore to freeing Ireland than just having a change of
flags;that as long as there is capitalisn 1in .reland it will
be a subJect country The City of London and British nonopoly
industry will control it just as -effectively as if a British
occupation arny garrisoned every town in the whole 32 counties

Connolly S ertnvgs have undergone S @reat reV1vol oxf
interest recently.His words are being recalled because of the
prophecy they¥ contain:that unless the social systen were changed
nothing at all would change.Connolly's ideas and methods are
belng studied increeasin- 1y by young workers from Protestant
as well as Catholic backgrounds in both of the Irish sub States,
In these young people lies Irelands future hOpe

Fifty years azo the l1rish WOIK1H6 cl%ss threw up the
first Red Arnyy in Europe in the form of the Irish Citizen Arny.
Connolly projected the idea of this force firing the first shots
in a struggle which would not end unyil capitalisn was ended
throughout the length and breadth of Europe.Can those who take
up the study of Connolly today be aninated by a lésser vision?

We doubt it,in an era when the interests of the workers of all
countries are even nore obviously °~ bound up together than in
Connolly's day.There cannot be a free Ireland,a soclalist Ireland '
nor any other kinfft of Ireland in a world devqstﬂted by nuclear
bombs.Connolly in his day preached internationalisn.The need for
internationalisn in the working class novenent is if anything
even greater today.

o


direction.lt

For the capitalists of Europe survival in the world's
nerk:ts and the further developent of the means of production
necessitates the integration of Furope. Lenass is forced in
the interests of the class he represents to prepare for entry
into the new European super-narket and -state. In preparation
for this he has signed the Free Trade Agreenent which begins
shortly to take effect and which neans the re-integration of
the Free State into the United Kingzdo:i.

Irish workers rust build a revolutionary party of their
own class and pose their own alternative for Ireland: a workers'
repvublic as a free participant in a socialist United States of
Burone.
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R THE EASTER RISING.
by Chris Gray.

-

FIFTY YEARS AFT

"We want out to bresk the connection betwecn this
country and the British Eopire, and to establish an
Irish Republic. We beleived that the call we then issued
to‘the people of Ireland wos o nobler eall, 1in & holier
couse, than any call issued to then during this war, 7
having any connection with the war. We succceded 1n
proving thot Irishnen are recdy to die endeavouring to
win for Ireland those national rights which the itish
Governiient has been asking then to die to win for Belg

As long os that renains the case, the cause of Irish

freedon is safe."
Jones Connolly's last statement at his court nartial.

The Eaoster Rising of 1916 norked the opcening of the

1108t deterjlnbd and concbrted attenpt so for in history to

estoblish nn Ireland independent of British control. The Great
Rebellion of 1798, which, if successful, would haove produced on
Irish Revolution cqual in stature with those of France ond the
United States of Anerica, wos crushed; the English capitalists
and the landlord politicians who presided over their inffyosts
concluded thnt it wos possible to swellow Irelond whole'™ ‘and
deprived the country of political independence. During the first
half of the nineteenth century most Irish industry outside north-
er.st Ulster fell viectinm to the "national selection" of inter-
national capit~list conpetition, and decoyed, leaving only brew-
ing(Guinness) distilling and shlpbu%%§1nﬁ ns ficlds for the
industricl bourgeoisie 1n the socuth Britain allowed the
population ofTrelond o decline(wvic ferine and erligration) in
the interests of improved agriculture, while the population of
mngland and Wales rose. The country outside mnorth-enst Ulster
provided food for Britnin and lebour for British industry, while
industrial Ulster and the rennining industries of ¥§§ south
developed as integrel parts of British capitalisn.

In these circunstances the politics of established Irish
caplitalism, at the close of the nineteenth and the opening of
the twentleth century, were Unlonlsu. This ctititude cut ocross
religious differences: why exchonge the birthright of the British




narket ( Enpire included) for o ness of Fenian potiage? As for
those capitalists whose money lay in coimerce or tronsport, those
by and large followcd the cop-in-hand policies ofthe Nationalist
Porty led by John Redmond. Similar views prevoiled among the
rural niddle class: the Munster grnziers, depcndent on the
British nrrket, supported the inpericlist connexion(4)the
zoribeen nen (usurers) andthe Cotholic tenent farnmers, who had
benefitted fron the succession of Lend Acts passed in the second
half of the nineteenth century, supported Redulond and later the
British wvar effort agninst Gerniany(5). Only in thewest, in the
so-cclled "Congested Districts™ did the landless peasent problen
exist in anything like the old proportions at the turn of the
century, andeven here Parnellite anti-clericalismn in the form of
Williom O'Brien's United Irish League(6)went down before the
Redmondite-Church conbination, which reaped the bencfit of
agitotion on their left in rmch the sane way as Harold Wilson

on his royal road to lendership of the Labour Party(7).

The original Sinn Fein orgonizetion was founded in
1905 at the Rotunds in Dublin, when Arthur Grifiith delivered
a spascch which has becoiie known as "The Sinn Fein Policy'.
Griffith hailed the econonist Friedrich List as the virtuel
crer~tor of Geriwan cepitalisn(8) and, following hin, denanded
protection for Irish industry and 211l the narks of an independent
capitalisn - stock exchange, Irish banks serving Irish industry,
everything, in fact, short of = Republic. (Following his
analysis of the Hungnrion experience vis-a-vis Austric, he
favoured a "duel nonarchy"). He condermmed the iwmpotent bowings
and scropings of the Irish Poarty ot Westminster and proposed
instead the creation of an Irish legislature drawn fromn local
authorities, which hod passed into nationalist contrul in 1898,
Griffith did not wield rmuch influence until after the Easter
Rising.

Besides Sinn Fein there were the PFenians, niddle-
class radicals and their followers who had upheld the revolution-
ary trodition throughout the second half of the nineteenth
century, when IEnglonds power was ot its height, and whose hour
was destined to come round agoin as the British Empire slipped
fronm its doninant position in world politics. Tonr Clarke, the
old Fenian, returned fro:n Anerica in 1907, and the lrish
Republican Brotherhood, the secret society to which nost ofthe
lecders of 1916 belonged, was once ngaoin in business.

In contact with the a~bove tendencies, though not

formally connected to any of ther in & political sense, were
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tire various bodies devoted to the revival of the Irish language
and lrish culture.

The cause of Irish lobour also advanced towards the
turn of the century, borne upwards on the crest of the novenent
for unionization of the unskilled(9). Jones Connolly founded the
Irish Sociclist Republicon Party in Dublin in 1896 with =2
prograrme of conplete independence for Irelaond as the prere-
gulsite for vhe conquest of politic~l power by the Irish workers.
Following hin Jin Lerkin built up the Irish Tronsport and
General Workers Union and led it in the epic tronsport strike
of 1913 ngainst the Dublin enployers,

With the approach of the First World Wor, however,
it looked ag though the position of the Rednondite Notionalist
Party wns quite secure. The British Liberal Poarty, observing
the firn stond of the Dublin copitalists in 1313, judged that
they could saiely grant a nensure of hone rule to their Irish
cousins. Instecd they found they had raoised 2 hornets nest.

This hornets nest in the form of warlike preparations
in Ulster wos the inevitable consequence ofthe uneven develop-
ment of industry in Irelond, plus the exigtance of a ready-nade
1inss ideology in the shape of nilitant protestoantismn. Despite
tlie desire of Arthur Griffith and others to find some neans of
accortuodating the "Crange Manchester" inside o protectionist
Irish copitalisn, the narriage was jJust not on: even assuning
o Tavourable atiitude on the part of the British governilient,
which was at that time out of the question, "Ulster!" wos not
prepared to run the risk of becoiiing the milch cow for the de-
veloprient of southern industry. Sir ILdwoerd Coarson put the matter
in a nutshell:"If you went Ulster, go and take her or go and win
her. You never wanted her affections. You wonted her taxes".(10)

The formotion of the Ulster Voluntecrs led to similar
woves on the nati nalist side. Jomes Connolly's Citizen Arny was
soon in the field, born out of the 1913 transport strike as @
workers defence force agrninst police attncks on pickets, etc.
Shortly afterwrrds the southern niddle class cane on the scene
with their Voluntecr forte, aind Rednond pronptly captured control
of it, rmuech to the chogrin of Clarke, Pecrse and the 1.R.B. :
leaders. The latter attenpted o counter-stroke, but in the
ensuing split lost about nine-tenths of their following.(1l1l)




Mernwhile the British [Libernl Governitent hedged,
tenporized and finnlly granted Hoize Rule, only to suspend 1t
for the dur~ticn of the First Worlé Wer, which hoad by now

-broken out. Nor did they take up Redrond's sug,estion of leaving

the defence of Irelond to the :tional Volunteers. But desgpite
the fact thot Redonond's octunl achievenents were nil, he
enjoyed o grect iiensure of support; forners benefitted from
increased food prices, ond in the years following 1914

300 O00 or so Irishnen narchcd off to fight for the Grand Ould
Doite Britannia. (12)

As reg-rds the preparations and course of the Easter
Rising this hets boen well covered elsewhere and I do not
propose to spend tine on it here.(1l3) What is necessary is an
estinate of the role of Ja 1ies Connolly in the Rising, since
on this hinges the whole attitude of socislists to w ut
hnppened.

Connolly's attitude to the notionsl revolution was
expr@soed s uurly ns 1896 when he founded the I.S.R.P. In
the innugurel nrnifesto, although the goal is defined os an
Ilrish SOCl:llSt Republic, the tone 1s bro(dly soclinl=deocratic
(of the sort roughly hondled by Morx in the "Critigue of the
Goth: Prograrme" when oplled under different conditions in
Gerneny.) Ve nre told thnt the party believes

"That The ngricultural 2nd industrial systen of a frec
people,like their political opinion, ought to be an
Jccuréte reflex of the denocratic pr1101ple by the pcoPle,
for the people, solely in the interests ofthe people.

Thet the private ownership by o class of the land end
nstrunents of production, distribution andexchange is
opposed to this vital principle of Jjustice, nil is the
Tundanental basis of all oppression, netional, political
or so@inl,

That the subjection of one notion to another, as of
Ireland to the cuthority of the British Crown, is 2 b rrier
to the free politicnl 2nd economic development of the
subjected notion, and con only serve the interests of the
exploiting classes of both nations.

het, thereforb, the national ~nd econoiiic freedoin
of rhe Irluh people st be sought in the site direction,
vis. the estcblishnent of an Irish Socinlist Republic, and
the consequent conversion of the means of proauction, dig-
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tribution and exchonge into.the common proberty of
society, to be held ond controlled by o denocretic stote
in the interests of the entire coivwnity."(14)

Lest there be any ocnbiguity, seperate provisions
deiland the notionalizotion of railwrnys and canals e "abolition
of private boanks ond noney-lending institutions nnd establish-
nent of state bonks, under populonrly elected boords of dir-
ectors, issuing loans ot eost.

Connolly's attitude to the progressive niddle classes
and their allies, represented ~t thnt tine by the Feniean
novernient, wos 8lso clenr. It wns thereverse of sectarianisn
(see the articles in Alice Millig-n's poper #Shon Ven Vocht")
(15) At the snone tine he criticizod not only the Home Rule
Notionalist Parlisnentoriaons, but aolso the very concept of on

independent Irish industrial copitalist productiocn, which. had
alrecdy b .en renched, Connolly dennnded to know where the
necessary raw natorials and narkets were to be found for &
n~scent Irish capitalisn. It wrs #his criticisn of the very
basis of Sinn Fein's econonic prograime thnt wns logt sight of
by the Irish workers ~t o crucicl phase of the struggle, namely
the assunption of power by Eanon de Valer~ in 1932,

Given this positicn on the Irish problem, the
ellionce with Clorke and Pearse wosthe lagicel outcoile. And
given the relation of forcaes in 1916 the discrepcncics
befvoen the prograrme of the I,D.R.B° nd the 1916 Proclaixntion
becane 1ntelllg1ble. A very inport .nt foctor in vhe gituation
was Connolly's politicnl isolntion ot the tine, despite the
existonce of the Citizen Arny. Connolly, indeed was in such
despalr over tle prospecte of o rising thot he wngs ot one
point prepcoring to cone out with the Citizen Arnmy alone (16).
The reason for this despir wns his nmistrust of Peorse ond
Clarke, who were, he thought, too closely in concert with thec
MrncNeill-Hobson fr.ction to achieve ~nything(l7). Another
difficulty was with the lecdership of the Irish Tronsport and
Genernl Workers Union: the Union's reformist leaders objected
to the use of Liberty Holl ns I.C.A. herndquarters, end to the
hoisting of the gre:n flag - a .dnonger t¢ the building up of
Union funds =ond membership following the 1913 strike - , ond
they brought naotters to o hend shortly before the Rising. This
put ConioIWy s B8 e B il ot B DOSlblO“9 ~8 he could not do what

Lenin did in & sinilar situstion in 1917 - apypenl to the ronk
and file(1l8). It is possible to speculcate on the effect on
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this problem, aond indeed@ on the future course of events up to
~nd including the treaty, if ILarkin had been there to back
Connolly up. But Lerkin wes in America. Bven rpart fron these
difficemlties the I.R.B. couended the larger nilitary force
ond vere in o position to cal. the tune. Hence the inprint of
Finton Talor rother thon Karl liarx on the style of the
Proclonntion.

A possible critism of Connolly might be thaot he left
behind no political testament, no further line of march for the
Irish workers. The stotenent ot the hend of this crticle is in
fret an answer to certoin chorges brought by the prosecutvion
ot Bhe colrt noarticl, ~g Desnond Grenves has pointed out(1l9).
There are obvious objections to the idern of o testrinent -
Connolly's condition, lack of time, belief perhaps th~t others
would carry on his work. Fonetheless, the fact reiains that
the socinlist content of the 1915 Rising has been effectively
obscured, whilst the lenders hove joined the laong line of
rebels and nartyrs, and reinforced the heroic but politically
variegoted trodition of Irish revolutionism. It is this latter
ngpect of 1916, anply demonstratesl by the anniversary cele-
brations this yerr, which acts ng o borrier to the advonce of
gsoclallsn 1n lIrela..d. |

The 1916 rebels were not popular during their week
of glory, but the monner of their execution altered the course
of history. By 1923 the situation had changed completely -
or had it? -

14

"As the droin of Irish wealth to England ceases,
and opportunities occur for utilising Irish sovings at
hone, me~ns wll be found for orgrnising fresh Irish enter-
prises, in o vay which will prevent thein from being obsorbed
into the great English trusts. Irish banking will develop.

avings which are now invested in foriegn securites or left
with banks which put then into Inzlish loans and nortgoages,
will be nnde ovenil-ble for promoting industrinl undertakings
in Irelcend, whether by short lcans or periincnt investizents.
Irish loorns will be set working on soiie better busiliness '
bosis than the linited linbility conpeny with its frictions .
and dangers. Irish ships will snil the sens under Irish
nanr.gement and for the benefit of Ireland. Special coitbined
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efforts will be nmode to develop national resources. There
are horbours to be improved, lands to be drained, and hills
to be covered agoin Wﬂth forests?t.

| "Dalta™, "An Irish Commonwealth" (1920), p.1l02 a noble
vision! Wh“t actually happened? The politicol nake-up
of the Irish nationalist movenent from 1918 to the Truce
differed con81der(bly from that of the men of 1916,
This was partly due to the broader hase of the novenent,
but aliso of the conversion of various bourgeols elements
who had hitherto held aloof(20). The follow1ng analysis
given in the introduction to ILiam Mellowe's "Notes fron
Mountjoy Jail" swimeorizes the situntion appropriately:

"The contrndictions which British Iaperialism exploited
were thosebetween the various claosses in the national nove—
cnent. The various classes were attracted to the nat-
ionnl movenent because the notional movenentt served -their
closs interests. But the interests of the different
cl~sses required different degrees of national 1ndependence
10 thely satisfoction. s

The Anglo*Irish property owenrs never abandoned the
Inpericlisteide. After the Treaty they supported Collins
and Cosgrave. The bigzest Irish propertyoweners did not
a8 a2 rule support 1uper1ellsuccflvely nor did they support
oinn Fein although: Grlfllthrepresentee their interests.
After the mreﬂty they gove thelr active supportto the Iree
otrte.,

The nediun sized Irish bourgeoisie detested 1uper1ﬂ11en,
joined the notional novement, and took control of it,.
They had never asked for:more'than o 1nodest degree of Home

Rule. They were now satisfiedwith the Inperialist con-
cession of Dominion Status which would pernit then to be-
comme the ruling class within Ireland. On the other hand

the nationally concious workers ond snall farners,who had
done.nost of the fighting, denanded an independent Irish
Republic, and they were willing to resume the war 1if the
British did not meet that demcnd"., (21)

But the Republic was destroyed with the help of English
guns., Consequently Irish banking, and indeed the whole
rionetary systen, remnained tied to England., This suited
those with nmoney to spare and ready to invest in England,
for a bigger return thon in Ireland, butit did not fevour
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the growth of Irish industrinl capitalisn, The 26 County
nenufacturing base woas pitifully wenk compared with that
of Britain. ' Theonly conpa rﬂble industry was brewlng,

which in 1926 contributed as rmch as 41% of totel net out~
pute. Next came bread,bis cults and flour confectionery--
11% , next printing ~nd publishing -- 8% 3 then tobacco

(75) ~nd butter, cheese, dondensed milk and norgarine (4%).22

During the Cosgrave period o policy of cautious and sel-
ective protection was introduced for such cormodities as
boots and shoes, candles, bottles, soap, sugnr confection-
ery,'notor bodies, and a number of other industries., This
gave rise to a barrage of requests from Irish I1riig for pr-
otection to be extended to ther also, which barrage was div-
erted by the setting up of a Teriff Cormmission to investi-

gote each “ppllc t1lon.,

Soue iden of the plight of the country during the blenk
years of Cosgrove rule is gonined from the following, desc—
ription by T.P. Coogon in his book "Ireland since the
RlSlng"°

"Fromn Septenber 1922 to July 30, (The only period for
which figures nre avrilable) Civil War casunlties were
approxim&tely 665 killed and 3,000 wounded. Irelond had
been hoard hit economically by the wor with the British;
the Civil Wor brought the country to its kneces. Hundreds
of thousnnds of ncres went out to cultivoation. Of the
total population of 2,750,000 in the Free State, 130,000
were unenployed. Domnge to Irich. property ocnounted to
£30 million: and on top of this come the blll for the
prosecution of the wor'"™, (23)

‘Sone effective action wns tnken, notnbly by the Minister
of Agriculture, Patrick Hognn, who, eﬂong other things,
stoarted up the mnonufacture of sugor, ond through the sett-
ing up of the Electricity Supply Roerd (ESB) in connexion
with the Shonnon electrification schene (24), These two

projects norked the beginning of Irish StoteCapitalisn
-—the Irish being the body coneerned in the formercnsecg
But these neasures friled to holt the flow of dunds ~nd
workers out of the country, ~s witness the following eni-
grotion figures €25):

1925 30,180
1926 30,041
1927 27,148
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1928 24,691

1929 20,802

E930 - L RO
By 1932 emlvrﬂtlon nnd fﬂllcn proactically To Zero s o
result: of +he Anmerican slwuap, This pnoved the wny for o

rodicalizntion of politics—-—=just ns it hnd in the opening
yenrs of World War 1 when enigration was also curtoiled.
The upshot: was the defeat of the Cosgrave governnent ond
the assunaption of power by Eomon de Vhler(. |

De Valera come to power on o prograrule of 1ndustr1“ll—
n¥ion, on end to portition, ~nd retention 'of the 1land
manultles by Irish instend of En“llsh ~uthorities,
(These annuities were the price p”ld by the Irish farners
to get rid of the Anglo*Irish landlord clnss). The de-
cision to retoin the lond annuities led to the imposition
of special duties on goods fror the 26 Counties by Britein
and the commencenent of the "Econonic Wor" which lasted
until 1938. Internally De Valera's ncin innovation
wns the Control of Monufncturers Act (1932-34) which re-
quired bhoards of directors to be Irish-controlled and at
least 51% of the shore capital to be Irish-owned. (These
nensures opplied only to new conpraies). The nmoin tariff-
nssisted industries were tonning, boots and shoes, whole-
snle clothing, woollens ~nd other textiles. Another
stnte body wns set up -- Bord no MNona (Turf Bonrd). Lic-
ences were granted to firiis in industrics wherc the narket
wos big enoumh.for n single producer only. Government
ndvice ~nd fin~nce wns offered to firms through the Ind-
ustrial Credit Co., (Tounded.1933).

However, De Vﬁler” took no steps to set up & national
currency or inpede free novencnt of copital out of the 26
Counties. The second course would hove led to the develop -
nent of stnte capitalism ~and to an intensificotion of the
nlrendy fierce class struggle, while both poligies would
hove incrensed the wrath of British Inperinlisn, with the
prospect -of armed intervention o la Churchill. De Velere
suppressed the left-wing Republican organization "Soor
Eire", ond followed this up by o bnn on the IRA in 1936,

In the end it ~ppenrs thot the Econonic War Foundered on
the blows delivered to Irish agriculture by UK tariffs.(plus
the lack of alternative narkets). This led to opposition
frenm the right —-- the big farmers lost mnost-- and in order
to sove his politienl poultlon ~nd protect Ireland ngninst
the thrent of fascism De Valern went to London nna.nude )
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denl with British Inperinlisn. (26)

This denl is known o8 the 1938 Trnde Agreement, ond
Britnin got decidedly the best af 1it. Adnittedly, De
Volern ﬁot control of the three ports (Benrehaven, Cobh : .-
and Lough Swilly)but o cursory glonce at the Trnde Agree-
nent proper will show o nnss of varying preferenticl rates
of tariff which the UK Governtient hns the power to nonip-
ulote ot will (27). In cddition the desl provided .forxr
British inspection of Free Stnte forces and linitations
on arns nanuf~cture in the 26 Countics F a0

As n result of further industrinclization, forced by the
dislocation of trode during the Second World Wer, and in-
tensified by the post-wnr boor, industrinl capital appeared
to hnve estgblished it self. But the growth of the hone
narket which wns achieved occurred on the basis of prolif-
ernting consumer tastes which outron the supply of goods.
Irish capitnlism could sustoain itself in o climate of
austerity but proved incopable of nmnking the transition tO
the Maffluent society" unnided (29). Also Pirnno Fail
frniled to stem the tide of emigration (30)-. Nor were
their all-porty coclition Oppenents any nore effective,
Brlance of paynents difficulties occurred--accentunted by
the fall in the value of 26 County sterling balaonces
following British devoluation -- nnd by the loate fifties
the econony -wose 1n serious trouble.

It wos their crisis which ushered in the thrid phose in
the history of Irish capitalisi: the influx of foreign
capitel. "Between 1955 and 1964", writes T.P. Coogan,
"some 200 industrinl enterprises were gcet up, providing
new jobs for 26,000 people nnd representing on injegtion
of £48 nillion in new cn nitek. The lorgest single source
of this investnent, providing 40 per cent of the total, is
Britain. Gernony h“f provided 19 per cent and the Unlbed
otoites 15 per cent. Jnpan, Belgiun, Holland ond France
hove ~lso nede valu~ble contributions to the copital
gtructure of Irish industry. The failure rate haos been
legs than three per cent of the totol™ (31)  The influx
of foreign capital on this scrle spells the end of the Sinn
Fein ideal os expressed by Griffith, "Dolta" and others.
The denth-knell of Irish copitnlisir wos sounded in 1959 by
the repenl of the Monufactures Acts. Henceforth under
the present political conditions native capitalisn con only
exist in the interstices, aos it wer~, of o narket naintained




! S

by foreign concerns. And the policyiof ﬁt rﬁctln* foreign
nplitol hﬁs severe disndvantagesas well os ~dvantoges, no-

mely the ~uyaount of stnte 2id necessary to attract 1t 1n the

first ploce (32), plus the obvious tenptotion towithdraw

it in case of difficulties experienced by the foreign porent

C O. ‘1}:)1. any ¢

The signing of the laotest ~grecnent with the United
King QOJ,the 1965 Free Treode Aﬁreeaent is ~ recognition
that the “ttr”ctlon of forelﬁ' plt.l, while undoubtedly
necessary to the twenity-six County econony, is no rgal
solution to its problens. The 26 Counties felt o cold blast
of wind recently in the shape of the Wilson inport sur-
chorges; os the saying goes, when fngland catches cold,
Ireland- nets pneunonin, . The Free Prode Agreenent 1ntens-
ifies the neocolonialist relationship of the Twenty-six
Counties to:-Mother Englond,Sections of Green capitalisn
nre now about to be socrificed in return for dublious goins
to the acgricultural comrmnity, thus giving tit far tat for
sufferings of. the ranchers in the Econonic War, The
wgroeuent nlso neans incrensed difficulties for the snall
farners, who connot afford the capital expenditure necess—
nry to conpete with the large farns.  These latter will
continue as before to swell the rnnks of Irish workers 1in
the UK n~nd elsewhere, nnd the Gnelic-specking areas of
the West will continue to lose able-boided nen ond woilen.
Lenass, of course, can use this enigrotion to naintain
political stability. s

The logic of the Frce Trade Agreenent is & return to the
Undion of 1801: s the two.mlnl(ture econonies of the Irish
stntelets becone inore ond nore nlike, the Bordes ceases 10
hnve econonic releveonce, especinlly with the end of southern
toriffs. If, as is ~lnost certnin, the United Kingdon goes
into the Cormon Market, the 26 Counties rmust follow, which
nenas the 1nten81flcttlon of nll the vorious tendencies lis-
ted ...-bove. :

What of the Irish working closs o~nd the tosks of soclal-
ists in the present situction? I have already nentioned
the need for o correct evoluation of Courolly' contrbution
to the annlysis of the Irish gquestion. But although
indepencent Irish capitalisn is an inpossibility, the noat-
ionnl question in Ireland renc~ins very :mch ~live, chd
Republiconisn is and will rencin the ideology of Irish work-—
ers., The tosk of socinlists on both sides of the Irish |




Sea. is to establish o bridge between Republicanisin ond soc-
iclisn, to denonstrate to the working class thaot consistent
Republicnnisii involves not only on Lrlsh Workers Republic
but alos alliance with English, Scots, Welsh and other for-

elgn workers.

It is clear that both the main political parties 1in the
26 County Statlet are objectively Unionist —--whotever the
Republican pretensions of Fianno Faoil. Hence it is useless
to denand "Irish industries" fron the Twenty-Six County
Governnient, But the bourgeois left, Sinn Fein, 1is of
necessity Rntl—lmperlﬁllSt Hence the relationship be-
tween socinlists and Finn Fein is of crucial inportance.

Despite the leftwanrd turn of Sinn Fein in recent nonths
(reports of strikes fectured in the "United Irishman' etce,
it is hlmhly doubtful whether it will succeed by means of
its own propangandc in achieving o 32 County Republic. To
do so it would hove to forestnll the reintegration of Ireland
on an-inperialist basis which is the loglc of the recent
octions of Messrs Wilson, Lenass ~nd O'Neill ~nd Co. There
18 no evidence to suggest that Sinn Fein is attrocting
sufficient support in both stotelets to unite the country
pencefully or otherwise, In this context the failure of
the IRA's 1956-62 Conpoign is instructive: British Cap-
italisn con still offer rniore to workers +i:an Green Capital-
isn--hence thye strenght of Unionisn in the Six Counties (33)

At the sane tinme "Oronge Socialisn" is no solution to
the problemns of the Irish working class. The inperlaist
reunification of Ireland noy save the skins of the vorious
bourgeoise in power in Irelond ond United Kingdon, but it
Stlll lenves workers exposed to 2ll the injustices of o
capitalist econorniyin o world of competing inperialisms, and
incrensingly subject to the paraphernnliac of incomne policios
stnte regulations of trade unions, attocks on social. security
etc. Hence Irish socialists should declnre for o 32 - °
County Republlc, support the Sinn Fein progroa:irie for Nat-
ional Unity ancd Independence (34) declare for & Republican
Governnent to crente Irish industries for Irelond, help the
snall farmers, and oppose Irish menbership of LMC. At the
sane tine it is necessary to nake clecr to the working cle
That Sinn Fein will not be able to carry out their 1ndep~
endent capitalist programe-~-i.e, thaot objections raised by
Connolly cre still volid--, that the very cttenpt to 4o so
will be ot the expense of the working class, ~nd that the
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only possible Republic is o Workers' Republlc with workers'?
contrcl of production, distribution and exchonge, in all-
innce with the working clnsses of other European stotes,
especially BELLOIN ..

This last point i8 vitolly inpoxrtont, The very survival
of an Iricsh Workers' Republic depends upon it, Jjust os the
survival of nn English Workers' Republic (dltto Scots or
Welsh) depends upon the existence of o friendly power in
Ireland. Connolly hinself .put this well:

"No. Irish revolutionist worth his salt would refuse to
lend o hand to the Social Denocracy of Englond in the
effort to uprcot the social systek.of vhich the British
Enpire is the crown and apex,and in like nanner, no
English Socinl Denacrat fails .to recognise clearly thot
the crnsh which would betoken the fall of the ruling
clagsses in Ireland would sound the tocsin for the revol®
of the disinherited in England"(35).

This neans mutual support for ench other's struggles,
troade union~co=operation and nbove oll cowoperation between
socinlists, The snnller Irish working cloass needs the
support of its cross-—-channel brother, md vice versa. A
speclal responsibility rests on the shoulders of British
socinlists for seeing that a repetition of the shaneful
betrgyﬂl of - 1913 does not noterinlize, as is only too
likely in view of the different teapo of class struggle in
the two countries. British socialists should also nake
clear their opposition to the Free Trade Agreenent which
co:aies into force this July lst, ond badger thelir MPs to
support the notion in pOrll“IGnt for an enquiry into the
Governiient of lIreland Act of 1949, which will serve as o
neans of exposing the Whole systen of inperialist rule
over lIreland.
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environ men ond which have hictherto ruled men now comnes
under the dominion and control of man, who for the first time
becomes the real, conscious lord of nature, because he has

now become naster of his own social organisation...lt is the
ascent of nay from the klngdo: of nece531ty to the kingdon

of freedon',

Sean_Hutton says "Without the given end the dialectic is
less tham useless", We can reply existentially: "kike
all rodical hunanisn, Marxism rejects the idea of an in -
human objectivity... It is the nmeeds of people, the revolt
of a class which define aims and goals. It is from within
a rejected situation, in the l&ght of this rejection, that
a new state appearg desirables The Merxist philosopher
lukaocs writes: "The finel end is not o state which awaits
the proletgriat, at the end of the movement, independant of
this movemnent und of - the path it follows, a state of the
future... The final end is rather that relationship to the
 totality (of society considered as o process), by which
each moment4of the struggle acquires 1ts revolutlonury
direction.

.-A social science which startd by studying. the parts rmust
alwaeys see then a8 nore or less inevitable and glven,
because the preassures on them are always overwhelming,
Morxian dialectics,on. the other hand, starts from studying
the totality (8001ety congidered as a process). This is
the leval at which men are not powerless cogs in a machine,
but ot which, if they act collectively and consciously,
they can cnll the whole structure and direction of the machine
into question. Criticism. of the parts alone is boundto be
woolly and unreclistic - nuclear weapons, colonial exploit=—
ation, unemployment etc. all ncke perfect sense given the
system as a whole, Marxian history is not o science - the
observation of details from outside - but arises from rev-
olutlonﬂryd1<lectlcs showing the contradictions within the
whole nmon-nede process. Without his vantoage point as an
active revolutionary in the class struggle of his time ,
Merx could never have understood and written his historical
works, History does not tell us what to seek in the future
but our stgndpoint in o current struggle to shape the

history of the future gives us o perspective onto the history
which men in the past made. This perspective in turn
teaches us about the boundaries of possibility and the inev=
1wa111ty of change.

The second naoin p01ut in Hutton's article 1is thgt the pure
economic determinism of the founding fathers was found want-
ing ond had to be adulterated by 'revisionist' followers.

@ 13 self agree with E.P. Thompson in thinking the 'base
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superstructure anclogy to be unfortunate and nisleading.
"Tn all their historical analysis Marx and Engels alwoys
kept in view the diaclectical interaction betweon socinl
conscousness... and social being. But in trying to ex-
plain thelr ideas they: expressed them as o makebelleve
nodel...In fact no such basis ond superstructure ever ex-—
isted." . "The dialectical intercource between social
being ond social consciousness is at the heart of anycon-
prehension of the historical process within the Mﬁrxist'
tradition... The tradition inherits a dialectic thaot is
right, but the particular mechanical wetaphor through
which 1t 1s expressed 1s wrong. This metaphor from
constructionnl engineerlgg ﬁuut he inndequote to descrlhe
the fiux of confliet...™ ~

In fact Hutton is factually inaccurcte when he sees o
mechanical determinism as the original from which 'revis-— -
ionists® hove devinted, for the truth is the reverse,.
For Merx the 'economic base'! the 'forces of. productiont
are not, 28 bourgeois econonists would have them, naturol
fects and laws externcl to men, but are the total social
existaonce of men ~s active creative beings. Heis osserting
thgt men develop thelr ideas(whether true or fwlse) in
thejcourso of their ACTIVITY.in the world, not o8 oObser-
vers nbstracted from it. Men's undcrstﬂnding is often
folse-BECAUSE the actual contradictions and limitations of
his activity produce the impression that external forces
are working on him, The suprcne expression or this
nlienntion is'in wage lobour, wherc the products of men's
hunas becone the we~lth of the capitalist, and are used
to enslave then further. . Those products combine to form
those 'market laws' which rule their lives. It was the
young Marx who said "When consciousness tokes old of: the
nagses it becomes o nnterial force%., It is absolutely
fundanental of Marxism that Socialism can only be brought:
obout consciously, and that socialist consciousness 1is not.
developed as o reflection of events but in the Course of
struggle AGAINST then..

It waos Bernstein and the revisionists at the turn of the
century who tried to reduce Morxism to o mechanical model
according to which socinlism would cone about grodunlly
through the natural unfolding of events, without the ~ctive
intervention of the working class, Fer from Lenin (and
Luxenburg) having, ns Hutton.sugsests to perform gymnastics
with 'pure historical determinism'n they were 1n foct re-




A

turning to the original foundations of revolutionary
Marxisn as against the vulgor naterialism of the revisi-
onists. Vulgor noterialism of course became the orthodoxy
under Stalinisn, and dlul ctics wes corrupted or ignored.

S0 we see that the mﬁterlullsm.znd the dinlectics of Marx-
ism nre not separnte theories, but bound together-csserting
the contradiction between mon ns the only active and creative
force, working within the limitations of nature ond of o
society established by prcvious generations and by the un-
willed products of competition. The contrndiction can only

be resolved in revolutionary oction.

3.
There was o tine when religion was the subject of strong
assertion or determined rejection. I am surprised to ‘see
that for Sean Hutton it has become an ontlon L axrpyry =3

totnl explanation céan only be given in terms of time past,
present and future-ond if one cccepts an existrnce out-
side of time, in terms of this as well"

A belief in o God who interwenes in history rust change one's
entire perspective. It is no longer we who set up our

own ends and it is no longer we who ~are cbsolutely respons-
ible for our world responsibility for the rellﬁlous stops

at the soul, 2t charity and the good will,

Above all for Marxists, God is the product of alienation
"The more of hinself mon attributes to God , the less he

has left in hinself" 6

Religion is irkdeed man's self consciousness nnd self cware-
ness as long o8 he has not found his feet in the universe...
Religious suffering is ot the sane time an expression of
re~l suifering and a protest against recl suffering.

"Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the
sentinent of o heartless world and the soul of soulless
conditions, it is the opium of the people. The abolition
of religion as the illusory. hoppiness of man, is 2 demand
for their real hoppiness. The call to abandon their
illusions ~bout their condition is “70311 to obandon &
condition which requirces illusions".' We do not wish nen

to become gods- but to build o world where there are no gods




24

whether cnlled by thoat nonme, or disgulsed as 'providence’
‘historical dnevitobility! or cs 'the laws of the

iTate!,
narket?,
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or Adeom Smith's 'hidden hand'.
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The object uf this article is to examine the wurk of F. Scott
Fitzgerald and to see it in relation ty his life and to the
times in which he lived. Though this is a political magazine,
the article makes ne direct political comment. None is

- necessary: the story of Fitzgerald!s life is in itself a tell=-
ing indictment of the soc1ety which first moulded him, then
destroyed him. |

DEATH OF A WRIMER

By Paddy Lynch

& ~ | # »

Fran01s Scott Key Fitzgerald was born in St. Paul, Minnesota en
September 24, 1896, the ¢nly son of Edward and Molly (nee Mchillan) Fitz-
gerald. He was to say in later life: "I am half black Irish (McQuillan) and
half eld A