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STATEMENT OF DESIRE

The situation of the
human species  is
fundamentally characterized
by a terrifying crisis of social
organization. While this crisis
may be subsumed under the
over-arching rubric of a "crisis
of civilization" (after Grandizio
Munis), its predominant

objective manifestation is that

of a crisis of political economy.
The economic crisis can only
be seen as an organic and
epochal deterioration and
contraction of the bourgeois
productive and exchange ap -
paratus, a delimitation of its
intrinsic  process of

-accumulation and expansion.

What we are witnessing is the
classical breakdown of the

capitalist system, as forseen
by Karl Marx.

The world we live in is not
primarily charicterized by the
manipulation and exploitation

of the many by the few,:

although this observation
contains some limited truth.
r world is the worl
Capital, it can be historically
defined as bourgeois

civilization, society ruled in its
gntirety by the terrorist
dictatorship of capitalist social
relations. Capitalism is the
specific form of society based
on the extraction of surplus
value from wage-labor, on
generalized commodity
production, of production for
market exchange rather than
for direct human use, of
abstract and dead labor over

human creativity. The mystery
of commodity production and
exchange, and its
contradictions, prompts all
other forms of estranged
social and personal relations,

the elimination of all personal

~and communal interaction not
- based on exchange value. All

of the overriding features of
human oppression- the misery
and loneliness that stunts our
ability to be with ourselves
and with other human beings,
the alienation of humans from
the natural world, the massive
poverty and death by famine
or malnutrition of one out of
every six human beings,
ethnic and national wars and
ecological ruination are
directly traceable to the mode
of production defended by
every government, politician,
police force and army on this
planet. In its guise of the
nation-state and geographic
blocs of political and military
power the only solution for the
regeneration of the capitalist
system is one of world
conﬂagratxon its only possible
"renewal® through a
cumulative drive toward a third
international imperialist -war
and self-destruction, and the
destruction of the greater par,
if not all of humanity with it.
The "future™ capitalism has in
store for us can already be
seen in the barbarism of the
"small” wars being fought in
several dozen differenf areas
today. The uncertain position
of our species, and the

possible destruction of this -
planet in a third world war or

an ecological catastrophy

brings the Social Question to.

the fore- Why do we end up
"living" the way we do?
Having begun by
summoning up images of pain
and annihilation, we should
say that although we think that
capitalist civilization will be
destroyed, we do not think that
the capitalist system will be
able to take humanity down

- 0of the

with it. We think it is not only
imperative but also more likely

- that -the bourgeois slide

towards total genocnde wnll be
thwarted by a world-

lggg beyond the enture mech -
anism of value/market
production by the vast majority
global human
population- several billion

- women and men who sell their

labor-power to the commodity
economy or suffer the con -

- sequences of their inability to

sell their labor power, who
directly produce = and
reproduce the basis of
capitalist society and have the

most to gain from its

suppression. Like Nietzsche's
Hyporboreans, in the actions
of our class today against the
conditions of its existence our
class must know where it has
come from. Those billions of
us without property or social
reserves, in our life of dispos -
session, have to become the
concious subjects of our own
history. The defeated social
revolutions of this century, with
all their flaws and limits, and
the dynamic seen today in the
angry violence of the
dispossessed, in South Africa
for example, are the
embryonic expressxons of the
future anti-st nvieldin

| | rshi In
capital world-wide, what must
become a warlike negative
communist movement without
frontiers or compromises, the

" new world trying to come

alive. While others speak of
peace, we must wage war,
when others speak of
democracy, we shall destroy.
The generalized ‘'party’ of
planet-wide social revolution
will be a social form by
definition anti-heirarchical,
anti-representational and anti-
democratic. For the abolition

1
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of all acts of buying and
selling, the supression of
politics and the economy, the

overthrow of

"work" and
"leisure" as such, of the social

function of art and culture, the
self-abolition of the working
class as a social relation and
of class society's conceptions
of time and space. It's very.
likely that in the coming
stateless and moneyless
world human community we
will all tend to be freely
bisexual and non-
monagamous. We feel that the
destruction of capitalist social
relations is not just going to
occur as, say, a series of
measures enacted by an
international communication
of workers' councils 'The Day
After The Revolution'. It exists
as a greatly repressed
tendancy in collective
struggles today, and in many
‘small gestures and attitudes.
We want to try to understand
this.

Our publication, the Angry

Worker's Bulletin, is produced
by a small number of people,

ex-anarchists for the most part.
We want to .produce this
publication two or three times
a year and provide information
and analysis of the world
today from a social
revolutionary class war per-
spective. We also want:

**** To analyse the failed
revolutions in the past...

****  To develop a strategic
understanding of workers
struggles today...

L A 8 B |

and psychological aspects of
our oppression.

The particular currents of

subversive theory and action -

which we find more useful
than others begin in the
revolutionary theory of Marx.
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To analyse the cultural
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Not just Capital, which
Bakunin himself described as
"brilliant”, but the many other
profound and emancipatory
writtings of Marx and of the
only real anti-capitalist
proletarian

current that emerged from the
corpse of Official Marxism
during the wave of revolution
that swept the globe following
World War One, the political
tendancies usually referred to
as le ft communism,

pa— ey -

particularly the Dutch and

German left communists. We
also feel that there cannot be
any modern revolutionary
analysis that ~doesn't
incorporate the insights of the
Situationist International. We

o — —
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and initially formed a strike
commitee which had some
real anti-union aspects. We

~are in the process of writting -

an article for an upcoming
iIssue of the Bulletin about the

identify strongly with much of
the authentically communistic
trajectory of the libertarian
tendancies in the workers
movement. By this we mean

its hatred of all authority and
bureaucracy, its all-sided
emphasis on the
emancipation of the individual,
the implacable opposition of
revolutionary anarchists to the
State, their concern for moral
and spiritual regeneration
within the revolutionary
movement, Ilts stress on self-
activity .and mutual assistance.

2 2 2 22 2 8 2 3
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One of the most fundamental
lessons of twentieth century
history, a key point seperating
the "revolutionary milieu™ (if
we can call it that) from the
garbage and bullshit of
groupings on-the left wing of
the capitalist political
ensemble is a recognition of
the generically anti-working
class nature of unionism, in
any form. One of the most
important things we intend to
do in the Bulletin is to get out
information on working
peoples struggles that are
beginning to take on an anti-
union context. One such strike
began last fall among two
thousand predominantly
female Latina and Mexican
employess of two canneries in
Watsonville, California. Some
of us were active in the strike
support. committee in San
Francisco before the support
commitee became an unpaid
Salvation Army operation for

ways that the union apparatus
has functioned to prevent the

0
"t

the deservedly rotten image of
the union. The strikers went

Ut against the wishes of
heir" union, the Teamsters,

extension of the strike to other
regain

canneries and to

control of the strike against
the strikers.

We want to analyse the
complex nature of the
Industrial Workers of the

World. That is to say, the
|.W.W. when it was a real

expression of combative

.proletarians, before its demise

as the expression of a real
social movement jin the
1930's. We don't think that the
historical LW.W. can really be
tarred with the brush of
anarcho-syndicalism. The

LW.W. was a very eclectic

organization and there were
many tendancies in the LW.W.
who tended to push the LW.W.
towards being a kind of radical
labor merchandizing outfit, but
there were other tendancies in
the LW.W. that tended to more
closely resemble the 'unitary
organization', the A.A.U.D.-E.
of the revolutionary movement
in Germany after World War
One. Was the LW.W. a kind of
‘pre-councilist’ formation?

We have to re-examine the
events In Spain in the 1930's.
The whole question of what
happened has become so

shrouded in the reduction of

the content of social revolution
against capital to "workers'
self-management”. If the

capitalist state in Spain was

never destroyed, can what

occurred in Spain be called a

"revolution"? Or was it just a
horrible imperialist war where
the movement
revolution was crushed by a

towards

counter-revolution led by the
Social Democrats, the

“Stalinists, the C.N.T., the F.A.l
‘and the P.O.U.M. To what

degree -did a movement
towards the destruction of the
state and towards authentic
communism occur in Spain?
What about the social
measures that the Spanish
workers attempted to enact?
What was the real content of
so-called

"workers' self-management” in
Spain? A kind of autarkic cap -
italism? Or the beginnings of a
kind of ‘'anti-mercantile
command economy’, a Kind of
'war communism' of the
workers? We'll also analyse
the completely counter-
revolutionary role of the
anarcho-syndicalist C.N.T and
the F.A.l,-how the anarcho-
syndicalist organizations went
over wholesale to the side of
the capitalist state and helped
to organize the exploitation of
labor and the war effort for the
capitalist Republic.

We want to analyse anarcho-
syndicalism in the decades
before World War Two. An
aspect of such an analysis has
to focus on the tendancy of
anarcho-syndicalist

movements to have functioned
as a kind of radical working
class politics of "extra-
parliamentary reformism”, with
the libertarian umion
playing the anarchist version
of a social democratic mass
party, gathering together the

largest possible number of
peopie So as to have--an

influence in this society as it-
is, as a capitalist society

We hope our Bulletin will
prove to be a worthwhile effort.
Send articles, criticisms,

complaints and death threats
to:

Angry Workers Bulletin
2000 Center St. # 1200
Berkeley, Calif. 94704 3




Portland A.W.G.
P.O.Box 22466. - - -
Milwaukee, Oregon 97222

rhis publication is the
-ommon effort of several
sroups of people in the United
States. Other addresses are:

CUR INTERVENTION AGAINST °‘FLEET WEEXK
| IN SAN FRANCISCO

Tampa Workers Affinity Group
P.O.Box 16000 SG

Tampa, Flonda 33 612

From Saturday Oct. 12 to

Wednesday Oct. 16 a large fhotilla of
ships of the U.S. Navy's fleet in the
Pacific were stationed in San
Francisco and across the Bay at the
Alameda Naval Air Station. San
Francisco's Mayor Dianne Feinstein
uses this annual event, known as
"Fleet Week,” as a preft?;t for
celebrating the importance ot the war
econom;?o the Cpxt;)‘s merchants and
businesspeople. It seemed logical to
refer to our leaflet as "Mutiny Week".
The phrase sounds kind of humarous
and it serves to convey the ditterence
between an anti-capitalist class war
perspective and the silly moralizing of

the peaceniks, liberals and leftists
that the Bay Area is positively
crawling with. A small group of us

ave out around 300 copies of this
eaflet to Sailors and Marines, mostly

around the tourist traps of

Fisherman's Wharf and the North

"Beach area. There were onry one or

two cases of extreme hostility to us;

. on the other hand none of the Sailors

or Marines offered to take copies
back to their ships to give out to other
enlisted people either. And since the
leaflet speaks favorably about
fragging, sabotage and the collapse
of the armed forces through mutiny
we thought that putting a returm ad -
dress on the leaflet was more likely to
draw the attention of the F.B.l. or
Defense Intelligence cops than from
radical enlisted people. :

| wrotetthe leaflet on mutineies and
looking back on it there are a lot of
things | ended up forgetting or leaving

out because of space considerations.
| wanted to begin by attacking the
comemorations of the ending of the
second world war but there wasn't
enough room. | also wanted to deal
more with the psychology of
nationalism in the U.S. and the
implications of the death of this
society in a diffferent kind of war, in
civil war which will hopefully not be
too destructive to human life or the
natural and material world around us.
But any written or broadcasted
expression of an opposition to capital
and the state can only contain
elements of a more “unitary critique”,
and ending every leaflet or article
with clarion calls in exclamation
points looks silly after a while.

WORLD CAPITALISM- -

A ONE WAY-TICKET

- %) ATLANTI.S o:oo WAR OR

-

The past few years have seen a wholesale rewriting of the
history of American involvement in Viemam. From the
official government versions of the events to extremely
violent television shows and movies like The Deer Hunter
and Rambo , the people who rule us are attempting to
glamorize the slaughter of the Indochinese Wars as 3 prelude
to _the next war, It might be in the Phillipines or Southemn
Africa, Central America or Korea. It might be fought on five
or ten fronts simultaneously with the Soviet Union. "Or
maybe they'll send us off to massacre the populations of
Spain or Italy or Britain in the suppression of a revolutionary
civil war in Western Europe. |

The pressures of the world-wide economic crisis are pushing
the rulers of the United States towards war. And the
corporate executives, politicians and bureaucrats who will
profit most from a war are preparing us for the war by a
reproduction of extremely nationalistic values and hatred of
people from. other parts of the world, pushing everything
from Saturday morning cartoons and toys for children that
glamorize nuctear war and bacteriological weapons to the
camouflage clothing that became fashionable shortly after the
Iranian Hostage crisis of 1979-1980. The rulers of Russia are
using similar propaganda tactics to get the Soviet working
class lined up to fight and Qie for their bosses.

The ruling circles of the United States are preparing for a big
‘war. A war for which they hope that the people in the Army

REVOLUTION?Y

and the Navy and the kids they'll draft will quietly and
unquestioningly work, kill, and die. And a part of their
reason for wanting us to forget what really happened in
Vietnam is so we' get w efen I W -
and the importance of the resistance of the enlisted men and

women against the war effort,
SOLDIERS IN 2EVOLT - "SEASICK SAILORS"

The first major sympfoms of the breakdown of respect for
authority in the military emerged among the ground troops
of the Army and the Marine Corps. For soldiers in the
combat zone, a radical opposition to the war became an
important part of avoiding horrible injury or death. From
the more mild forms of political protest and disobedience of
war orders the resistance among the ground troops grew into

a massive and widespread "quasi-mutiny” by 1970 and 1971.
Soldiers would go  on "search and -avoid™ missions,
intentionally skirting clashes with the Vietnamese and often
holding three-day-long pot parties instead of fighting.
Commanders would be threatened with "fraggings”, forcing
them to. worry more about their own troops than about the
"enemy." War equipment would be sabotaged and destroyed.
By 1972 roughly three hundred anti-war and anti-military

newspapers, with names like Harass the Brass, All Hands
Abandon Ship; and Star-Spangled Bummer had been put out

by enlisted people. Riots and anti-war demonstratons broke
out on bases in Asia, Europe and in the United States. By the
early 1970's the government had to begin pulling out of the
ground war and switching to an "air war", largely because the
PIOUNG OO A 114 iy € DI )N C L () UL 3 "l'
naralvzine the world's mightiest military force by thei

sabotage and resistance,

With the shifting over to an "air war” strategy, the Navy

became an important source of resistance to the war. In

response to the racism that prevailed inside the Navy, black
and white sailors often rebelled together. The most
significant of these rebellions took place on board the 1L.S.S,
Constellation off of Southern California in November 1972.
In response to a threat of less-than-honorable discharges
against several black sailors, a group of over one hundred
black and white sailors staged a day and a half long sit-in.
After docking in San Diego, 132 sailors were allowed to go
ashore, and refused orders to reboard the ship several days
later, staging a defiant dockside strike on the morning of

November 9th - perhaps the largest act of mass defiance

during the war. In spite of the seriousness of the rebellion,
not one of the-132 sailors involved was arrested.

Sabotage was a very useful tactic. On May 26, 1970, the
1..S.S. Anderson was preparing to steam from San Diego into
the Pacific for Vietnam. But someone had dropped nuts,
bolts and chains down the main gear shaft. A major
breakdown occurred, resulting in several thousand dollars
worth of damage and a delay of several weeks.- Several
sailors were charged, but because of a lack of evidence the case
was dismissed. With the escalation of Naval involvement in
the war the level of sabotage grew. In July of 1972, within
the space of three weeks, two of the Navy's aircraft cammers
were put out of commission by sabotage. On July 10, a
massive fire swept through the Admiral's quarters and radar

center of the 11.S.S, Forestal, causing over seven million

dollars in damage, and delaying the ship's deployment for
over two months. In late July, the U.S.S, Ranger was docked

at Alameda. Just days before the ship's scheduled departure -

for Vietnam, a paint-scraper and two twelve-inch bolts were
inserted into the number-four-engine reduction gears causing
nearly one million dollars damage and forcing a three and a
half month delay in operations for extensive repairs. The
sailor charged in the case was acquitted. In other cases,
sailors tossed equipment over the sides of ships while at sea-

The House Armed Services Committee summed up the crisis
of rebellion in the Navy:

"The U.S. Navy is now confronted with pressures...which, if
not controlled, will surely destroy its enviable tradition of

discipline. Recent instances of sabotage, riot, willful
disobedience of orders, and contempt for authonty...are

clear-cut symptoms of a dangerous deterioration of

discipline.”

That resistance and contempt for the military by enlisted
people was often directly linked to civilian resistance to the
.war, and to the beginning of social unrest in the United
States itself. Men who had learned to.rebel inside the Navy,

the Army, the Marine Corps and Air Force contributed to the
beginnings of a wildcat worker's movement in the auto

factories of Michigan and Ohio, and the coalminer's strike in
1971. -

Along with the uprisings in the inner cities of the United
States, the rebellions in the armed forces were the American
expression of a wave of world-wide working class revolt,
occurring in the same period as the General Strike in France in
May 1968, the big strikes in Italy and Germany in 1969, the
insurrection in Poland in 1970, a series of big strikes and
riots in Brazil, Argentina, the General Strike in Shanghai,

China against the state-capitalist dictatorship of Mao-Tse
Tung.

The era we find ourselves in, an era of the re-emergence of
working-class combativity on an international scale since the
late 1960's, recalls in many ways-the years following the
first World War. World War I, like the Second World War,
-was a direct result of the competition between the major

capitalist powers of the day for control of the world market.
But unlike the Second World War, World War I did not end

with the total defeat of one set of capitalist nations by their
rivals. World War I wasn't ended by any liberal "peace
movement”, by middle class pacifists or 'disarmament
negotiations’, World War I was ended by the wholesale
collapse of the armies and navies of major combatant nations
like Russia and Germany in revolutionary mutiny, by mass
strikes and insurrection across Russia and Central Europe.
The soldiers and sailors of different nations, who were
supposed to hate and murder one another, fraternized with
each other, turned their guns against their officers and went
home to fight for revolution in their own countries. There
were mutinies in the British Navy and in the armies of the
Bnitish colonial- empire in Asia. Naval bases like Kronstadt
in Russia and Kiel and Wilhelmhaven in Germany became
important centers of revolutionary organizations and action.

~The French invasion of Revolutionary Russia was crippled by

the mutiny of the French fleet in the Black Sea, centered

around the battleships -Erance and the Jean Bart. A
revolutionary in the French Navy was quoted at the time as
saying, "The workers of Germany, Austria, and Hungary were
fighting an armed struggle, and revolutionary strikes were
raging in Italy, Spain, Switzerland, all over Europe, and in
faraway Argentina...the French soldiers and sailors saw before
them the revolution which was rousing the masses of the
people in France.” |

The horrible world wars of this century, the more than 40

"small” wars raging all over the world today, the threat of
extermination of the human race and of all life on this

planet, the butchering governments and death by starvation

g




and malnutrition of one out of every six human beings aren't
caused by "human nature”. They are thf? direct result of
capitalist society, the world of social relations based on the
exchange of objects and activity through money, th.e system
of wage labor and the market economy which finds its values
created and reinforced by religion and the family, schools and
the news media, organized sports, the sex industry, and the
work ethic. Capitalist society was born in warfare and .has
only continued to exist in the 20th century through a temb?e
cycle of international war, reconstruction and.ecor.lo_mxc
collapse.  The basis of power in capitalist society is the
modem nation-state. The state is only the monppoly of
armed violence by which a ruling class maiﬁ}ains its
dictatorship over the rest of society in general and over the
working class in particular. And the basis of the power of

the state is the armed forces.

It's very clear that one of the most important functions of
the NATO and Warsaw Pact forces 1s to prepare for Fhe
suppression of social unrest in Europe, the way the Polish
army did 1n 1981‘. Ir} the nations of Latin America, ‘iﬁ}e qnly
real p'urp'ose'for the armed forces i1s the suppression c.>f
working class movements towards revolution, like that in

LA TP AT e i

The managers of capitalist society in the East Bloc and in the
West find their system heading into the gravest crisis in the
history of the capitalist world. The response they are
planning to "save" capitalism could lead to our total
extinction as a species - unless the basis of their economy and
power is collapsed from within by the working class men and
women who they depend on.

There are no "free societies” anywhere in the world today.
No ruling class in history has ever given up its power and its
existence without a fight, and the men who rule the world
today won't be any exception. It may not be very long before
the crisis of capitalist society forces into being an authentic
anti-authoritarian rebellion against capitalism, in other parts
of the world, and even here in the United States - one that
goes beyond even the most radical moments of the worker's
movement in Poland in 1980 and 1981. At that point in time,
the conscious revolutionary collapse of the army and navy
will be necessary not just for the possibility of a successful
social revolution, but for the very survival of humanity on
this planet. |
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The oath of allegiance: a memorable day in the life of every

young soldier

B Tt m——— Pt 80 A -

—— -

R

- ——— - —— ———— -

@ ————— . —————— —— -

INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS STRUGGLES:

The
Miners'
1985

British
Strike 19884-

The year-long strike by coal

miners in Britian in 1984 and 1985
- was the most drawn-out and violent

strike in several decades of class
conflicts in Great Britian. The
following article was produced as a
leaflet and distributed during the
miners' strike by the anti-capitalist
revolutionary group 'Wildcat', in
Manchester, England. We reprint it
here with an introduction from a left
communist publication, The
Communist Bulletin, produced in
Edinburgh, Scotland, where this
leaflet was reproduced in the
Number 8, April 1985 issue.
Publications by various groups of
revolutionaries in Britian have
shown in their analysis of the
miners' strike the same basis
lessons that can be seen in the
recent strikes by cannery workers in
Watsonville, California and the strike
and riots of Hormel meatpackers in
Austin, Minnesota: That all yunions,
no matter how 'radical’ their
verbiage, are pelice_mechanisms
against the strugqgles of their working
class members and against non-
unionized workers, that working
people have to create an grganized
combativity outside of and against
the control of the union apparatus,
that a strike action that remains
limited to a specific section of
unionized workers is inevitably
going to be defeated. Any strike
movement must attempt to link itself
to strikes in other enterprises and to

DENMARK AND BRITIAN

a effective opposition outside of

workplaces by other proletarians
whether they are employed or
unemployed. And the violence of
strike-breakers and the State (the
police, private security firms, the
National Guard) must be confronted
by the mass collective use of
viclence by working class women
and-men: One of the points that is
articularly important in the Wildcat
eaflet is the way that the collective
struggles of working class people
lead them into confrontation not only
against bosses, against the
economy, against the unions and
the state, but also against the
oppression of women and against

the capitalist sexual division of labor,
towards the empowerment of

women and men as equals in
rebellion.

Introduction from the

Communist Bulletin Group:

_ Throughout the miners’
strike revolutionaries have insisted
that the only way forward was the
aeneralizatuon of the struggle.

owever strong any single section
of the workers might be, if they

- remain isolated they will not be able

to confront the entire strenght of the
capitalist state. Proletarian strenght
can only lie in solidarity and self-
organization. Solidarity does not
mean charity. It does not mean
simply gnvmgbsu port to workers in
struggle. IT MEANS MAKING THE
STRUGGLE YOUR OWN. It means
striking: together for common
demands, because all sections of
the working class community face a
common fate under a capitalism in
its death throes- endless sacrifice.
The miners' fight failed because it
failed to achieve the generalization
of solidarity throughout the working
class. However in one critical area
the miners did succeed in this. The
magnificent integration of the people
of mining communities and miners’
families, particularly the women, into
the stnke contains vital lessons for
the whole working class in their
future struggles. First of all it means
that the organization of the fight must
be open to ALL who make common
cause with it. ALL meetings, all-
picketing, all activity, all strike
commitees and picketing
commitees, ect. must be open to
ALL. Secondly, this can only be
achieved by going against the
unions and smashing unon control.
The unions will NEVER allow this
type of generalization because it
removes their power base.
Therefore the vital lesson to
understand is that generalization of
solidarty is inseperable from self-

organization....

~ MINERS!  LEARN
FROM YOUR WIVES!

Thousands of women are
playing a vital sup&orﬁng’ role in
mining areas. ithout this

involvement, initiated by the women
themselves, miners would have

been in a far weaker position to fight.

As a woman canteen worker at
Parkside pit put it: " It mustn't be
forgotten that this strike wouldn't
have lasted more than three months

without the self-sacrifice of miners'

wives and the participation of
thousands of women in support
groups”.

. However, many NUM
‘National Union of Mineworkers'-
ritish miners’ union, A W.B. note )

branches have refused to give
money to the kitchens. Women from
Fitzwilliam in Yorkshire say they
haven't had a penny from the union.
Other branches have tried to inpose
stnct conditions on the way money is
used in the kitchens, to make sure
the women know who's boss.
Women from Upton miners' support
group refused NUM money. They
said "they wanted to give a donation
on condition that they had a say in
the menu! But we're answerable to
nobody”. At Tower Lodge in
Hirwann, Wales, NUM officials
Insisted that one hundred pounds
collected by the women had to go to
them instead. A miners' wife told
how "its like working with the Mafia.
Terry Thomas (Vice-President of
South Wales NUM) came chasing
after the money, and | wouldn't be
suprised it Neil Kinnock wasn't far
behind”. (Kinnock: the leader of the
Labor Party in Britian. AW.B. note)

When women want to go
beyond the kitchen sink, and go
picxeting, they have an even harder
time of . At Wistow colliery miners
themselves organized a picket of a
local power station, inviting all their
supporters along. A miner described
what happened: "The NUM officials
came down and told us to leave
because the pickets had not been
organized by the NUM and and not
all the pickets were NUM members.
They also told the female pickets to
get back to the soup kitchen where
they belonged! One cfficial went
over to the police lines inviting them
to deal with us as they wished
because we were nothing to do with
the NUM". This shows which ‘side
the NUM is on!

Militant women want more
than to be allowed on the picket line.

They want a say in running the
strike. But despite their support and
iInvolvement, the wives and families
of miners are not allowed into
meetings to discuss the strike
strategy and tactics. It is vital that
everyone who is actively supporting
the strike is treated as equal In
taking decisions about what to do
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and how to conduct it. Wamen from a

Welsh pit village told why they were

Wildcat does not support the
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running of the strike, whereas the

men were atraid to criticize 'their
own' leaders.

Why are union officials so
hostile to women becoming more
actively involved in the strike? This
demand challenges the very heart of
trade-unionism. For once you let
miners' wives into the branch
meetings, and elect them onto strike
commitees, a precedent s
established. Once non-miners are
allowed to fully participate in the
strike, the way is open for more and
more people to be drawn into the
struggle- until what you have is no
longer a trade-union dispute, but a
mass strike. In this situation, union
leaders would lose any special
claim to authority. They recognize
this threat to their power. They are
afraid of women activists who bluntly
refuse to do what they tell them. No
wonder they tell women to ‘get back
to the kitchens'.

WOMEN PICKETS

Women who want to go
picketing have met other problems. If
they are the wives of militant miners
who have already been arrested,
they are reluctant to risk arrest as
well, especially with children to look
after. There is no reason why this

occupation of the area around the
Greenham Commons air force base

in England. A.W.B note) but pickets

can learn from their organization.
The women at Greenham Common
in 1982 and 1983 had no officials to
say what they could do. They
organized several hundred people
round an eleven-mile perimeter
fence at night, keeping one step
ahead of the police by using walkie-
talkie radios, organizing actions

through group delegates to a small

central planning meetinE, making
sure that all participants knew what

was going on and everyone was .

laying their part, however small.

hat people involved in the miners'
strike have learnt, that the
Greenham women never did, is the
need to respond to state violence
with our own violence. As one
miners' wife put it: "I've always
respected the police, but I'll tell you
what, I'll watCh a bobby being kicked
to death in the street in the future
and I'll walk across to the other side.

They've shown their true colors
oW,

Far from being the weakest
section of the working class, unable
to fight back against the bosses'
onslaught because they are
unorganized, women have shown

time and again that it is their very
lack - of Involvement in the

BRITISH MINERS' STRIKE:

Anger and passion from West
Yorkshire, England...

"l hope it never ends.”

" (Sunderland miner)

-"l didn't mind the
lefties at first. Then | realized
they just wanted to
manipulate us"™ ( A miners
wife in the town of
Fitzwilliam.)

""..There've been so
many ways that the N.U.M.
hasn't helped during the
strike- like when they took the
minibus away and had
nothing to do with our
communal kitchens- that it's
made me ‘'see that we
shouldn't ever look to the
unions for help. ‘We should
organize ourselves outside
them, without them, against
‘them..."

(Fitzwilliam miners' wife)

In March and April of last year, the
Northern European nation of
Denmark was swept by the most
widespread strike movement in
Danish history. The strikes in
Denmark, like the widespread

strikes in Belgium and Holland in the

fall of 1983 (and like dozens of other
workers' struggles around the world)
were not reported on by the news
media here in the United States.
One of our intentions in The Angry
Workers' Bulletin is to report
information on and give critical
analysis of working class struggles
that our enemies, the capitalist news
media, don't want us to find out
about. We are reproducing here part
of an article on the strikes in
Denmark translated and produced
as a pamphlet by BM BLOB, London
WC1 3XX, U.K. This article originall
appeared in ETCETERA No.7 in July
1985 in Barcelona, Spain. The
analysis of the strikes following the
article is excerpted from a letter to us
from a member of the Gruppe
Internationale Kommunister, (Group
of International Communists), a
council communist group in
Denmark.

March 21, '85- The Trade Unions
call on their members. They ask

-

and trom Kastrup are grounded,
newspapers fail to appear and the
engineering industries come to a
hait. Because fuel supplies are
disrupted th‘:enf)opulation of Aalborg
(100,000) suffers the effects of the
cold when the municipal heating
system comes to a halt. A hospital
management board finds it has no

other option than send home several

hundred patients. From the first day
of the strike,Prime Minister Paul
Schiuter, head of a center-right
government, holds talks with
representatives of the(parliamentary)
opposition. He wants to be sure he
has a parliamentary majority to
endorse whatever measures are
taken by the government with a view
to finding a solution. Talks are
necessary because the Schiuter
government is a minority
government.

On the same Monday the number of

strikers-is estimated to be 320,000

and it is expected that™ staff
belonging to supermarkets and bi?
stores will also join the strike as wil
Iondgshoremen, transport workers
and industrial workers. Plunged into
chaos the country is more or less
Faralyzed. People begin to hoard
ood. On the islands farmers pour
milk away because there is no

unemployment all that much, are not
enthusiastic about the reduction in
working hours, prefering a wage
increase. Among the unskilled
(including many women) there is
considerable unemployment. For
this group the reduction in working
hours is important for other reasons.
Leif Beck Fallesen, editor of the

financial daily Borsen ("The Stock
Exchange®, with a circulation of

-50,000) writes: "what is being

sampled in this strike is the crisis
taking place in the trade union
movement.”
On the same day (Tuesday the 26th)
there is a total shutdown of the
construction .industry. The strike
extends to slaughterhouses and
dairies. Before one dairy a picket
(pickets?) had attempted to stop milk
deliveries from leaving. These
actions were of a trully peaceful
type. On the evening of the 26th the’
rime Minister had the intention of
intervening and was counting on the
support of the opposition. After
having argued for two days, the

Radicals had in the end come to an
agreement.

e

March 27, '85- The measures
announced by the govermment were:
workers are to recieve a wage

- | them to strike for 24 hours from transpornt. - increase considerably below that
:Ahé)# |gnbit3&%agﬁggldb¥arg T:e?i} organizations that hold men back, ., Do wants Saturday night the 23rd to Sunday : . . offered to(offered by?) management
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