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forgets, or ignores, one factor in his prophecy. The machines

the work of production also controlled the distribution of their Cot potation

(Selections from the 

Id. fur each 3 pamphlets.

By Peter Kropotkin. 

By Peter Kropotkin.

THE CONQUEST OF’BREAD. By P. Kropotkin.

STAINLESS HAROENtD 
I
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Hodges’ Humbug*.
Mr. Frank Hodges, secretary of the Miners' Federation, has

By Peter Kropotkin. 
By Elibee Kkclus.

By Peter Kropotkin. 3d. 
By George Barrett. 
. By George Barrett. 

Bv Wm. C. Owen.

Edison Predicts Four-Hour Day.
Thomas Edison, the well-known American inventor, speaking in 

New York recently, said: “ The time will come when full automatic

I »

Why, I do believe

New York, the world’s richest city, herds its workers in dark, over­
crowded, unheated ‘ holes, flats, and dungeons,’ 10 and 12 persons 
jammed into two or three small rooms, for which they are gouged by 

i an extent that leaves little of their wages for 
food and clothing. One hundred and sixty-five thousand families, or 
700,000 poisons, in Greater New York, are in need of apartments of 
any kind." Mr. Frank Hodges’ truthfulness may be judged from 
these two samples.

The Devil’s Dance in Europe.
The attempt of the British Government to draw the United 

States into the Reparations tangle has been foiled by Poincard, who 
has adopted the Briton’s motto: “What we have we hold." He 
knows that, for the present, at any rate, no Power is in a position to 
seriously challenge his hold on the Ruhr. French troops (black and 
white) and the French air fleet are holding down the German people, 
and the French Government is mercilessly maintaining its strangle­
hold until it gets everything it wants, while the world looks ou help­
lessly. The German industrialists are now “ coming to heel,” to use 
the elegant words of Poincare, and will soon be eating out of the 
hand of the conqueror. Streseman, the German Chancellor, has 
assumed the now common role of Dictator, in order to force the 
terms of settlement on workers and Nationalists alike. The former,

usual, will have to bear the brunt of the burden; and they will
now be squeezed to the uttermost in the interests of their French 
and German masters. Their heroic passive resistance has not helped 
them, and was initiated by their Government merely to decide by 
whom they should be exploited. Whatever the result of the struggle, 
the workers were bound to lose. The Socialist and Communist 
parties tried to exploit the situation for their own ends, and now 
they have been beaten they are making a scandalous attempt to 
throw all the blame on to the Syndicalist Unions. (We hope to deal 
more fully with this matter next month.) For two generations the 
German workers have put their trust in Marxian politicians in their 
light for freedom. Their terrible betrayal will surely teach them, and 
the workers of other countries also, that politicians of all creeds use 
them simply as stepping-stones to place and power; and that only 
by their own efforts can the}' hope to break their chains.
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producers only just sufficient to keep them alive to continue pioduc- I 
tion. To-day we have fast motor vehicles and other “ time-saveis 
and live in a constant hustle; but is our day’s work any shorter 

were :since they were invented? They seem only to have got us into the 
“Through the Looking Glass" state of things—you remember when 
Alice and the Red Queen began to run. The Queen kept crying, 
“ Faster, faster I ’’ On they went,
the air, hardly touching the ground with their feet.
last, they stopped, Alice said, 
under this tree the whole time I
the whole time.

The other lie 
A Federated Press telegram 

published in Industrial Solidarity (Chicago) of November 3 says:

Anarchist Discussion Circle.
The Anarchist Discussion Circle will resume its weekly meetings 

on Saturday, October 20, at the Minerva Cafe, 144 High HoJborn, 
\\ .0. (entrance at rear of building). These meetings are open to the 
public, and all are free to take part in the discussions. We shall be 
pleased to see again all those who attended the last series of 
meetings, and hope comrades will give us their support.

of the producer and into the pockets of those who only hinder pro­
duction, can’t see anything. Their blindness is beyond all cure, and 
we don’t want to see men so afflicted at the head of Labour move­
ments. That sort of a plumber is simply an insufferable nuisance, 
and the sooner we sack him and attend to the job ourselves, the 
better it will be for every one of us.

First, stop the leakages; every one of them ! After that we 
may, if we have the leisure, see to polishing up the handle of the 
big front door. W. C. O.

CASH RECEIVED (not otherwise acknowledged). 
(September 12 to October 11.)

“Freedom” Subscriptions.—W. Barker, A. Harrison, It Sinclair, T. Urabe, 
F. Weizman, S. Gloverman, H. L. J. J , W. Fraser, E I’. Totten, J. S., 

RllSSell.

KROPOTKIN’S LAST WORK.
Ethik. By Peter Kropotkin. ErsterBand: Ursprung und Entwicke- 

iung der Sittlichkeit. Aus dem Russischen Ubersetzt. Berlin 
O 34 : Verlag “ Der Syndikalist.

We have received with pleasure the first volume, translated into 
German from the Russian, of Kropotkin’s “ Ethics.” It deals with 
the origin and development of morals, and is encyclopaedic in its 
scope. Kropotkin takes us back to the dawn of history, analyses 
the great religious movements that have moulded human thought, 
and traces in detail the revolution of ideas that has followed in the 
wake of modern science. In this one volume he cites no less than 
192 leading authors, many of whose names are familiar to those who 
have made philosophy their special study, though they would find it 
hard indeed to give a concise summary of the conclusions those 
authors reached. This, however, Kropotkin does invariably; and 
the extraordinary thing is that he was able to produce a work of 
such weight and magnitude under conditions about as unfavourable 
as they could be. He wrote it during the last three years of his life, 
in the little hamlet of Dmitrow, near Moscow. He was weak from 
extreme old age, and it was impossible for him to get the nourishing 
food he needed. Even the replenishing of the small lamp by whose 
light be worked became a problem. He had no secretary, and, 
worse than all else, it was almost impossible to get even the most 
necessary books. No man who had not accumulated a vast store of 
scholarship could have accomplished such a task.

A work of this character cannot be reviewed in a few short 
paragraphs, and we can only point out here that Kropotkin attached 
the greatest importance to this, his final contribution to the revolu­
tionary cause. We think he was right. No man understood more 
clearly than did Kropotkin that we are passing through a period in 
which all thought is bound to be recast, that it may bring itself 
finally into accord with the vast body of actual knowledge now 
within our reach. Eventually that must alter our entire attitude 
toward Life, and it is the difficulty of passing from the blind guesses 
cf the past to the ascertained certainties of the present which is 
causing almost all our trouble. “ Open thine eyes to see, slave, and 
thy feet are free. Thy bonds and thy beliefs are one in kind ; and of 
thy fears thine irons wrought hang weights about thee fashioned out 
of thine own thought.”

A WORKER’S TRIBUTE TO KROPOTKIN.
Peter Kropotkin: The Rebel, Thinker, and Humanitarian. Tributes 

and Appreciations, Excerpts, Fragments from the Uncollected 
Works, Miscellaneous Letters, and Illustrations. Compiled 
and Edited by Joseph Ishill. Privately published and printed 
at the Free Spirit Press, Berkeley Heights, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

This book is a tribute to Kropotkin by Joseph Ishill, who set up 
i he type, printed it, and bore the entire cost of the production. It is 
worthy of its subject, and an artistic production pleasant to handle 
and read. The matter has been well selected. The tributes and 
appreciations of Kropotkin are from many comrades who testify to 
his work as an Anarchist. We could say many nice things about 
this book, but refrain as it is not for sale. Only 75 copies have been 
j rinted, all of which have been already distributed. The production 
< f this splendid volume has been a labour of love to Joseph Ishill 
and we shall always treasure the copy he has kindly sent to us.

PAMPHLET AND BOOK LIST.
ANARCHIST COMMUNISM: Its Basis and Principles.

K ropotkin
THE STATE : Its Historic Role. By Peter Kropotkin.
THE WAGE SYSTEM. By P. Kropotkin.
ANARCHY. By E. Malatesta
THE PLACE OF ANARCHISM IN SOCIALISTIC EVOLUTION. By 

Pei er Kropotkin
RE VOLUTION A RY GOVERNM ENT.
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION.
LAW AND AUTHORITY.
OBJECTIONS TO ANARCHISM. By George Barrett. 4d.
THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION. By George Barrett. 2d.
ANARCHISM versus SOCIALISM. By Wm. C. Owen. 3d.
ENGLAND MONOPOLISED or ENGLAND FREE? By Wm.C'.Owen. Id. 
ANARCHISM AND DEMOCRACY. By John Wakeman. Id.
THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL: a Marxian Fallacy. By 

W. TcriERKESOFE, 21.
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG.
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS.
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE.

not the property of those who work them.
on the work of production also controlled the distribution of their Corporation “ in 
products, we are certain that even less than four hours' work a day by 11 pur cent." 
would provide everyone with all the necessaries and many of the
luxuries. ,
control the enormous wealth produced to-day, and they return to the

require a man’s working more than four hours a day. . . . Then old 
men need never work. The young can work and support the family." 
Mr. Edison may know all about the productive power of modern 
machinery, but he evidently knows very little about the workings of 
Capitalism. Four hundred years ago, when machinery was un­
known, Sir Thomas More, in his “ Utopia," said that six hours’ work 
a day would suffice for all the wants of the people. Benjamin 
Franklin said, about 150 years ago, that five hours’ work would bo 
sufficient. Now, with machinery increasing production a thousand­
fold, Edison says we may look forward to a four-hour day. But he 

i are 
If the people who carry

A General Election?
Judging from the chatter of the politicians, it looks as though a 

General Election is coming before Christmas. The Prime Minister’s 
declaration in favour of Protection has been challenged by his 
opponents, so he will ask John Smith and his wife to decide for or 
against. Consequently we shall soon be overwhelmed with floods of 
oratory from the rival politicians, all of whom will try to convince 
us that “ Codlin’s your-friend, not Short." The Tories want Protec­
tion, the Liberals want Free Trade, and Ramsay MacDonald says 
the Labour Party “ want to combine mor-r-ral r-r-rectitude with 
economic wisdom." The Communist Party are waiting for a wire 
from Moscow. But all of them will promise us a heaven on earth if 
we will but put a cross against the names of their candidates. The 
old party programmes that have done duty on previous occasions 
will be brought out and polished up to look like new. And the poor 
simple voter, dazzled by the flattering attentions of people who do 
not recognise him at any other time, and dazed by the conflicting 
cries, will probably put his cross against what he considers the 
wrong party. What will it matter if he does? Is any worker so 
foolish nowadays as to think that a change of Government will 
relieve him of one hour’s toil a week or put two loaves on his table 
instead of one? Does anyone really imagine that if his “ comrade ’’ 
of to-day holds the whip of Government to-morrow, it will fall any 
the gentler on his own back? Labour Governments in Australia, 
Socialist Governments in Germany, the. Communist Government in 
Russia—all made the same old promises and all acted the same as 
every Government must do. In some cases it has been a case of 
“ My father chastised you with whips; I will chastise you with 
scorpions.” It is high time we ceased all this mockery of electing 
rulers. The world has been turned into a slaughter-house by these 
rascally politicians, and if we would save ourselves from similar 
calamities in future, we must drive them out of power and mapage 
our affairs ourselves.

of Labour, and has just returned with some marvellous stories as to 
how unemployment was wiped out iu the States. He explains it in 
atwo*column article on the front page of the Daily Herald. He 
says that two years ago the United States had an army of unem­
ployed of between five and six millions. “ That colossal army has 
vanished. The problem no longer exists." How was it done? 
Hodges says the employers suddenly discovered that high wages 
would stimulate trade, and they all fell over each other in their haste 
to increase the size of the pay envelopes of their employees. And in 
two years every worker was in a job. “ The fortunate country is the 
Mecca of miserable Europeans." We can brand two of Hodges' 
statements as downright lies. Ono is that the United States Steel 

the early part of this year actually advanced wages 
We have before us the Labor Ago (New York) for

October of this year. It contains a cartoon of a Steel Trust official 
a steel worker. Under it are those words: “With a grand 

flourish, the Steel Boss presents him with the Eight-Hour Day. At 
the same time taking S4.80 out of his pay envelope."

“ Workmen own their own homes."

Freedom” Guarantee Fund.
We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of the following 

sums since our last issue :—T. S. 5s., Gateshead Sympathisers 2s. 6d., 
R. Sinclair 7s. Gd., Gateshead Group 10s., G. P. Is., J. S. Kavalolf 
4s. 3d., A. D. Moore 2s., L. G. Wolfe £1, H. G. Russell 10s. This 
is a very poor list, and we hope donations will come in much better 
in future, as we really cannot continue otherwise. There is a heavy 
deficit each month, and this can only be met by donations.

THE NO MORE WAR MOVEMENT.
('To the Editor oj Freedom.)

Dear Sir,—The No More War Movement is the British section 
of the War Resisters' International, and Martha Steinitz, of Germany, 
is the Continental agent of the International. She reports that in 
Austria the Anarchist Socialists’ organisation is affiliated to it; in 
Germany, the Union of Religious Socialists ; in France, the Communist 
Anarchists are active ; in Holland, the Religious Anarchist Communists 
are affiliated. It appears to me that, of all human beings, Anarchists 
—those who pr pose to substitute mutual agreement for outside com­
pulsion or force, whether called State or any other name—should strive 
to promote and establish peace, not only between States or countries, 
but in the countries themselves; socially, and not least individually. 
The last would of itself bring on an era of mutual agreement. The 
two would interact—the one inducing the other.—Yours truly,

W. Douglas.
[We know that some of our comrades at home and abroad are 

working in the No More War Movement, as a field of propaganda ; but 
the great majority of its adherents seem to us illogical. They advocate 
disarmament and the settlement of disputes between nations by mutual 
agreement, yet oppose Anarchism on the ground that government is 
necessary to compel people to behave themselves. If the individuals 
composing the nations cannot be trusted to settle their disputes by 
mutual agreement, why should the nations be expected to do so? Do 
the advocates of disarmament intend to abolish the police? If not, 
why not? In the ear'y days of the War a Dutch pacifist called on 
Malatesta and explained to him a scheme for the reduction of arma­
ments based on the population of each country. Our comrade asked 
him how many Italy would be allowed. When he was told, Malatesta 
said: “Ah, just enough to keep the Anarchists in order!” And in 
our opinion so long as society remains on its present basis of rulers and 
ruled disarmament and the abolition of war will be a dream.—Ed. 
Freedom .]

By Peter Kropotkin. 
With Portraits. 

Id.
FOR LIBERTY : An Anthology of Revolt. 6<l. 
REFLECTIONS ON POLITICAL JUSTICE. 

Writings of William Godwin.) 4d. 
Postage extra

MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. 
Paper Covers, Is,; postage 2d.

FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. 
____ Cloth, 2s.; postage 4d.

, Cloth, 2s.; post. 3d.
Ml I’UAL AID. By P. Kropotkin. Paper, 2h. net; postage 3d. 

Orders, with cash, to be sent to 
_____ FREEDOM 'PRESS, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N W. 1.
Printed U Published by the Freedom Press, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N. W. 1



November, 1923.November, 1923. FREEDOM.FREEDOM.58

PERSECUTION OF ANARCHISTS IN RUSSIA.
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del’ conditions of virile competition
And always remember that the real monopolist (in

the big, objectionable sense) will be immediately curbed by his police would bo gone.The bulletin enclosed with the above letter is published by the
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THE DAY AFTER TO-MORROW.
FREEDOM = NO GOVERNMENT.

out on lines of general convenience or opportunity. 
The insecurity of tenure uni_ __

will bo healthy.

STAINLESS HAROtNtO 
I

[Molly Steimer, the writer of the following letter, was arrested 
in New York in 1918 for protesting against intervention in Russian 
affairs, and sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment. After serving two 
years she was deported to Russia. She has been arrested twice bv 
the Bolsheviks: for aiding imprisoned Anarchists and corresponding 
with her comrades abroad, and for Anarchist propaganda. The 
Bolshevik Government has now exiled her from Russia for ever.]

SECRETS OF INDUSTRY.
That bright little paper, the Economist, contained a suggestion 

a few weeks ago that there should be no secrets between the em­
ployees and the employers of a business. It also claimed that the 
general public had a right to know these things as well.

It certainly would be comforting to know exactly the proportion 
of ptomaines in the fish paste you eat, and how much soap goes to 
the production of a liver pill. Then, again, think how interesting it 
would be if we could have described to us the intricate machinery 
that is used in the manufacture of those beautiful mahogany pips 
they put among the carrots to make raspberry jam. While it would 
be nice to know how to take one old horse, weighing half a ton, and 
convert him into two tons of corned beef, a set of ivory umbrella 
handles, and ten gallons of calves’-foot jelly. Perhaps they would 
also let us into the secret of how his teeth are cut down to make 
piano keys, how much cardboard is added to his hide to make a 
thousand pairs of boots, and how one tail makes sufficient horsehair 
to stuff twenty-four beds. I believe it is a fact that they don't waste 
much raw material in factories in these hard times.

But the 6ecrets we Trade Unionists would like to see revealed 
are these. How is it that they manage to pay a penny for raw 
material, a farthing for labour, fourpence for advertising, a shilling 
for profit, pay no excess profits tax, and yet charge five shillings for 
the finished article? This is actually the case with a celebrated 
patent medicine. I dare not mention its name because my wife 
takes it, and if-she knew the facts it would never do her good any 
more.—The Signal.

The simple result will be that people will squat where
" ‘ ■ •’ But

being liable to a thing is not the same as perpetually coming up

Professor Huxley on Anarchism.
Anarchy, as a term of political philosophy, must be taken only 

in its proper sense, which has nothing to do with disorder or crimo, 
but denotes a state of society in which the rule of each individual by 
himself is the only government the legitimacy of which is recognised. 
In this sense, strict Anarchy may bo the highest conceivable grade 
of perfection of social existence; for, if all men spontaneously did 
justice and loved mercy, it is plain that all swords might be advan­
tageously turned into plowshares, and the occupation of judges and

6

Socialisation and State Control.
We wish to call attention to a confusing of Socialisation with 

State control in which both the bourgeoisie and the Socialists are 
often pleased to indulge. In Russia we have never had anything 
that could properly be called Socialisation, but we have had what 
has been probably the greatest experiment ever made in State 
control, under the Dictatorship of a Party. The State and Society 
are not at all one and the same thing............Enemies though we are
of all State monopoly, and of the State itself, we are bound to 
recognise that in Russia State control has been exercised in the most 
unfavourable circumstances, and could only be conducted with 
violence and by blind sectarians. Elsewhere the results would have 
been less disastrous, but never would they have been good. Socialisa­
tion is direct administration by all the workers—artisans, technicians, 
managers—attached to an industry, on the basis of equivalent 
services, and for the profit of the collectivity as a whole.

—Le Reveil (Geneva).

{Continued from last month.)
My Freedom theory, which follows, will be opposed, on points, 

by many who, nevertheless, believe in No-Government.
The basis of my position is freedom. Freedom from government

watchful and interested neighbours. We may assume, also, that the 
claims of the reasonable person will be safeguarded in the same 
w ay.

With the passing of the State we shall witness the exit of 
several familiar bugbears: income tax, defence tax—in fact, the 
whole burden of taxation I

If we want any of the things we at present pay taxes for, we 
shall have to buy them from another source; and we shall not have 
ta buy what we do not want, or pay for what ought to be free. 

Under conditions of real freedom there will be no need to 
abolish Capitalism on principle. We shall always have supermen of 
commerce, together with thrifty individuals willing to risk their 
savings, and others who prefer working for a wage (under free 
contract) to setting out on a personal enterprise.

But the grave objections which hang round the skirts of 
Capitalism to-day—such as the exploitation of the worker through 
low wages, under economic conditions which he is powerless to 
resist—these will have been swept away. With the release of the 
land, and the earth’s fulness generally, to the free access of all, 
waged-labour will naturally become scarcer, and counter-opportunity 
all round will become greater. Therefore, the capitalist’s profits will 
be sapped down to a sane level.

In conclusion, I should like to quote a quibble which is continu­
ally put forward by our opponents. Jones says: “ It would be all 
right for me. 1 am a reasonable human being, and require no 
bossing by Government. But what about Smith?" Smith turns up 
and, pointing at Jones, he says: “ It would be all right for me. I am 
a reasonable human being, and require no bossing by Government. 
But what about Jones ? ”

I leave it at that! Makjorie Peacock.
[Miss Peacock has stated her position fully and frankly, and we 

are pleased to welcome her to the ranks of the Freedomites, as she 
prefers to call the Anarchists. But she hints at the coming of other 
recruits whom we would not welcome. The “pro-autocrats” who 
find their will to dominate curbed by the State will also, we hope, 
find their will to dominate curbed by Freedomites. We look forward 
to the time when there will be unlimited opportunity for the free 
expression of every individuality, but we should certainly oppose all 
attempts to dominate. Our contributor says the instinct of the 
“ true autocrat ” is to dominate. Yes; but when she says “ his goal 
is personal freedom,” it seems this personal freedom is only for him­
self. We Anarchists aim at personal freedom for all.

With regard to Free Communism—or Anarchist Communism, 
as we term it—we see no reason why men and women in a free 
society should not be able to work together Communistically without 
sinking their individuality. But a Government can never govern a 
country on Communist principles. Communism means all things in 
common ; if a Government claims the ownership of the land and the 
instruments of production, then they are no longer held in common. 
We are quite prepared to admit that individuals should be free to 

. experiment in other economic methods, and we never expect one 
system to prevail everywhere. But when Miss Peacock says there 
will be no need to abolish Capitalism on principle, we disagree. 
Capitalism has ever stood for the production of wealth by slaves who 
are not allowed to enjoy it. It has ever meant war and waste on an 
enormous scale—waste of human life and waste of wealth. Europe 
to-day presents a spectacle of Capitalism in action. The “ supermen 
of commerce ” stride across the world trampling on all who come in 
their way. We are working for a society where men and women 
will be jealous of their own personal dignity, neither dominating nor 
dominated ; a society where we shall produce things because we 
need them and not because they may bring us privileges other than 
those common to all; and a society in which we shall recognise that 
the possession of superior physical or mental abilities is no excuso 
for taking advantage of others less favoured in those respects.— 
Ed. Freedom.)

Comrades and Friends—From the facts stated in the enclosed 
bulletin about the persecution of Anarchists and other Left, factions 
in Soviet Russia, you can see that when Losovsky, Chicherin, or 
Trotsky states that Russia does not jail idealistic Anarchists, these 
“Communists” are deliberately lying! Of course, it is not to their 
interests that the world should know that the “Communist prisons 
to-day are overflowing with political prisoners, a* they were during 
the existence of the Tsar. Therefore, they are shamelessly denying 
the truth.

When I reached Russia at the end of 1921, I found that most 
of my Anarchist comrades were imprisoned, and those few who were 
out were so terrorised that they would not be together several at a 
time for fear that the Government will suspect them of having a 
meeting. I soon began to interest myself in the conditions of those 
incarcerated, and did what little I could in order to help them. But, 
alas! in Soviet Russia it is far more difficult to aid a political 
prisoner than it is in any capitalist country. The Communists very 
seldom try a political opponent. During my stay in Russia hundreds 
of idealistic rebels were sent to different jails, concentration camps, 
and exile; but only a few of them were given a trial. Usually, the 
local Government Political Department sends the accusation papers 
to the Administrative Prosecuting Committee in Moscow, and this 
Committee, in the absence of the accused, decides his fate !

Often such people are arrested and accused secretly. In such 
cases, the attempts on the part of the relatives to find out the where­
abouts of the victims end without result, because the Government 
Political Department declines to give any information whatsoever. 
A striking instance of this is the case of David Rohen (known 
amongst the comrades as Juises) and Ivan Achtirsky, two old 
Anarchists who were very active before and during the Revolution 
in Russia. Remaining true to their ideas, they were continuing to 
do Anarchist propaganda during the existence of the Soviet Govern­
ment. In October, 1922, these two comrades were arrested in 
Moscow. Ever since relatives and friends have been trying in every 
possible way to find out their whereabouts, but all in vain. Until 
this day the fate of these two idealists is unknown. Are they alive? 
Or—were they shot? We do not know, as the almighty Okhrana 
refuses to tell what has been done with them. To the questions of 
Maria Veger (the sweetheart of Achtirsky) the head of the Petrograd 
Government Political Department, Maysing, answered: "Forget 
about him! You will see Achtirsky when you will see your ears!

Very many of the political prisoners are sick with scurvy, 
malaria, and tuberculosis, as a result of the unspeakably damnable 
prison conditions: dampness, uncleanliness, lack of fresh air, and 
under-nourishment. Not a week passes by that there should not 
take place some hunger strike, obstructions, or attempts to commit 
suicide as a protest against the miserable treatment to which they 
are subjected by the “ Communist” jailers!

The only help which we can render to those imprisoned is to 
supply them with food, clothing, smoking material, and books. But 
in order to do this we must have funds. Therefore I appeal to all 
men and women who have any sense of justice to help the incar­
cerated revolutionists who are at this moment suffering in the jails 
of Russia.

Friends and comrades! I speak to you in the name of idealists 
who have given their lives to a cause which they sincerely believe 
will free humanity from existing wrongs. Stretch out to them your 
hands in this hour of need ! Help them not only materially, but 
also morally. Protest against the continued persecution of revolu­
tionists in Soviet Russia. Do not allow yourselves or others to be 
fooled by the shameless lying Communist propagandists, who are 
denying their tyrannical deeds because they do not have any 
justification for them. Molly Steimer.

Berlin, October, 1923.

Joint Committee for the Defence of Revolutionists Imprisoned in 
Russia. It gives many details of the continued persecution of revo­
lutionists by the Russian Government, a large number of Anarchists 
and Left Social Revolutionists having been arrested during the past 
few months. Some have been sentenced to various terms of im­
prisonment, some have been forbidden to live in certain cities, while 
others have been exiled from Russia for ever.

“ All the political prisoners of the Peretominsk Camp, numbering 
about 175 persons, were transferred last July to the dreaded 
Solovetski Monastic The latter is an island in the White Sea, 
entirely cut off from the rest of the world during nine months in the 
year.
place.

or authorised control. I consider that I am the correct one to decide 
my own actions in any circumstances. I do so now in all matters 
within the law; and when I am in doubt I resort to the advice of 
my friends, just as they resort to mine. Often, I make mistakes. So 
do Governments! Often, Governments act with wisdom. So do I!

We, who do not believe in government, take the world for our 
range. It is not only one country we wish to have free access over: 
we covet the lot. We do not recognise national boundaries and 
national monopolies. If it were not paradoxical to use the term, our 
outlook might be said to be international. Once freedom is secured, 
international relations, as such, will cease to present any problems, 
for the simple reason that nations will be disintegrated, and there 
will be no national problems to parley over.

National armies and navies will go the way of national 
boundaries. There being, technically, no nations, there will also 
be no national armies or navies. Neither, therefore, will there be 
international wars. Free conditions will see the end of conscription 
and the end of national wars. The stupid, tragic spectacle of men 
lighting others with whom they really have no quarrel will no longer 
be possible. Wars there may be. But they will be factional affairs, 
little local squabbles, perhaps; and those involved will entangle 
themselves voluntarily, from really personal motives, and with full 
personal responsibility.

With the passing away of the nation as a unit will come the end 
f the judicial system as we at present understand it.

“ But what,” gasp our opponents, “ what will happen to 
criminals? Are crimes to go uuchecked? And who is to say what 
is a crime 1 It is the function of the judicial system to do this.” 
Let such people remember that “justice” and legal decisions are 

* man-made; and that if men have been competent to mete out deter­
rence and punishment in the past, they will be no less so in the 
future. “Justice” is not justice because it is boxed up in statutes. 
Moreover, we hear a good deal about the defects of our present legal 
rulings. Many cases come up before the courts and are decided in 
a manner which does not meet with popular approval. Under 
Freedom, crimes against society would certainly be open to the 
vengeance of mob law. But mob law can certainly be more merciful 
as well as more stringent than Book Law, and has the inestimable 
superiority of permitting discrimination. And this free method gives 

healthy sporting chance all round.
Much the same remarks apply to morality and ethics. Objectors 

say that free conditions would alter present standards. The obvious 
retort is that if present standards cannot stand on their own feet, 
there is not much to be said for them.

These objectors should realise that morality and ethics are 
deeper, wider things than the petty concerns of legal institutions. 
They go down into the deeps of life ; nay, beyond this life, into 
eternity. How can they depend upon legal rulings and conventional 
traditions? Freedom would usher in the preachers' and teachers’ 
hey-day; for they would be addressing the naked souls of free men 
—men with both opportunities and responsibilities in relation to 
good and evil. There would be no State system to shelve the blame 
on to; no accepted conventions to baulk the issues.

The trickiest problem of all, of course, will bo the territory 
problem. The land and all its wealth rightly belongs to no one, any 
more than do the sea or air. Under Freedom, territory will become 
relieved of its present “owners,” and rent will disappear. \\ hat will 
happen ? Simply this: there being no State, the danger of Stato 
control will have passed. There being no police and no army, the 
private grabber will not be able to monopolise and hold what other 
people want. '
they can, and be liable to be challenged by free competitors, 
being liable to a thing is not the same as [ _ _
against it; and there is no doubt that, with the exception of indi­
vidual quarrels here and there, the territory question will work itself 
out on lines of general convenience or opportunity.

Malaria, scurvy, and other diseases are the scourge of the
The prison administration, with the exception of the chief 

warden and his assistant, consists entirely of criminals serving time 
or on probation, of Communists convicted of crime, and of Tchekists 
in disgrace. These vie with each other in brutality towards the 
political prisoners, in order to curry favour with the higher adminis­
tration. There is a hospital attached to the prison, but an attempt 
to visit a sick prisoner was met with the information that visits are 
permitted only when, according to the physician s opinion, the sick 
prisoner is about to die. There is no post office at Solovetski. Mail 
goes only as far as Archangel, and no letters are delivered to the 
prisoners. Politicals who have served in Schlusselburg and Petro­
pavlovka (the worst places of imprisonment under Tsarism) say that 
Solovetski is the most terrible experience they have suffered.”

The Committee make an earnest appeal for funds to relieve the 
sufferings of the prisoners and exiles. Funds and correspondence 
are to be addressed to Fritz Rater (Joint Com. Def. R.I.R.), 
Kopernikusstr. 25, Berlin O. 34, Germany.

We shall be pleased to receive donations at Freedom Office and 
forward them to the Committee.
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del’ conditions of virile competition
And always remember that the real monopolist (in

the big, objectionable sense) will be immediately curbed by his police would bo gone.The bulletin enclosed with the above letter is published by the

21

•It

5 53

THE DAY AFTER TO-MORROW.
FREEDOM = NO GOVERNMENT.

out on lines of general convenience or opportunity. 
The insecurity of tenure uni_ __

will bo healthy.

STAINLESS HAROtNtO 
I

[Molly Steimer, the writer of the following letter, was arrested 
in New York in 1918 for protesting against intervention in Russian 
affairs, and sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment. After serving two 
years she was deported to Russia. She has been arrested twice bv 
the Bolsheviks: for aiding imprisoned Anarchists and corresponding 
with her comrades abroad, and for Anarchist propaganda. The 
Bolshevik Government has now exiled her from Russia for ever.]

SECRETS OF INDUSTRY.
That bright little paper, the Economist, contained a suggestion 

a few weeks ago that there should be no secrets between the em­
ployees and the employers of a business. It also claimed that the 
general public had a right to know these things as well.

It certainly would be comforting to know exactly the proportion 
of ptomaines in the fish paste you eat, and how much soap goes to 
the production of a liver pill. Then, again, think how interesting it 
would be if we could have described to us the intricate machinery 
that is used in the manufacture of those beautiful mahogany pips 
they put among the carrots to make raspberry jam. While it would 
be nice to know how to take one old horse, weighing half a ton, and 
convert him into two tons of corned beef, a set of ivory umbrella 
handles, and ten gallons of calves’-foot jelly. Perhaps they would 
also let us into the secret of how his teeth are cut down to make 
piano keys, how much cardboard is added to his hide to make a 
thousand pairs of boots, and how one tail makes sufficient horsehair 
to stuff twenty-four beds. I believe it is a fact that they don't waste 
much raw material in factories in these hard times.

But the 6ecrets we Trade Unionists would like to see revealed 
are these. How is it that they manage to pay a penny for raw 
material, a farthing for labour, fourpence for advertising, a shilling 
for profit, pay no excess profits tax, and yet charge five shillings for 
the finished article? This is actually the case with a celebrated 
patent medicine. I dare not mention its name because my wife 
takes it, and if-she knew the facts it would never do her good any 
more.—The Signal.

The simple result will be that people will squat where
" ‘ ■ •’ But

being liable to a thing is not the same as perpetually coming up

Professor Huxley on Anarchism.
Anarchy, as a term of political philosophy, must be taken only 

in its proper sense, which has nothing to do with disorder or crimo, 
but denotes a state of society in which the rule of each individual by 
himself is the only government the legitimacy of which is recognised. 
In this sense, strict Anarchy may bo the highest conceivable grade 
of perfection of social existence; for, if all men spontaneously did 
justice and loved mercy, it is plain that all swords might be advan­
tageously turned into plowshares, and the occupation of judges and

6

Socialisation and State Control.
We wish to call attention to a confusing of Socialisation with 

State control in which both the bourgeoisie and the Socialists are 
often pleased to indulge. In Russia we have never had anything 
that could properly be called Socialisation, but we have had what 
has been probably the greatest experiment ever made in State 
control, under the Dictatorship of a Party. The State and Society 
are not at all one and the same thing............Enemies though we are
of all State monopoly, and of the State itself, we are bound to 
recognise that in Russia State control has been exercised in the most 
unfavourable circumstances, and could only be conducted with 
violence and by blind sectarians. Elsewhere the results would have 
been less disastrous, but never would they have been good. Socialisa­
tion is direct administration by all the workers—artisans, technicians, 
managers—attached to an industry, on the basis of equivalent 
services, and for the profit of the collectivity as a whole.

—Le Reveil (Geneva).

{Continued from last month.)
My Freedom theory, which follows, will be opposed, on points, 

by many who, nevertheless, believe in No-Government.
The basis of my position is freedom. Freedom from government

watchful and interested neighbours. We may assume, also, that the 
claims of the reasonable person will be safeguarded in the same 
w ay.

With the passing of the State we shall witness the exit of 
several familiar bugbears: income tax, defence tax—in fact, the 
whole burden of taxation I

If we want any of the things we at present pay taxes for, we 
shall have to buy them from another source; and we shall not have 
ta buy what we do not want, or pay for what ought to be free. 

Under conditions of real freedom there will be no need to 
abolish Capitalism on principle. We shall always have supermen of 
commerce, together with thrifty individuals willing to risk their 
savings, and others who prefer working for a wage (under free 
contract) to setting out on a personal enterprise.

But the grave objections which hang round the skirts of 
Capitalism to-day—such as the exploitation of the worker through 
low wages, under economic conditions which he is powerless to 
resist—these will have been swept away. With the release of the 
land, and the earth’s fulness generally, to the free access of all, 
waged-labour will naturally become scarcer, and counter-opportunity 
all round will become greater. Therefore, the capitalist’s profits will 
be sapped down to a sane level.

In conclusion, I should like to quote a quibble which is continu­
ally put forward by our opponents. Jones says: “ It would be all 
right for me. 1 am a reasonable human being, and require no 
bossing by Government. But what about Smith?" Smith turns up 
and, pointing at Jones, he says: “ It would be all right for me. I am 
a reasonable human being, and require no bossing by Government. 
But what about Jones ? ”

I leave it at that! Makjorie Peacock.
[Miss Peacock has stated her position fully and frankly, and we 

are pleased to welcome her to the ranks of the Freedomites, as she 
prefers to call the Anarchists. But she hints at the coming of other 
recruits whom we would not welcome. The “pro-autocrats” who 
find their will to dominate curbed by the State will also, we hope, 
find their will to dominate curbed by Freedomites. We look forward 
to the time when there will be unlimited opportunity for the free 
expression of every individuality, but we should certainly oppose all 
attempts to dominate. Our contributor says the instinct of the 
“ true autocrat ” is to dominate. Yes; but when she says “ his goal 
is personal freedom,” it seems this personal freedom is only for him­
self. We Anarchists aim at personal freedom for all.

With regard to Free Communism—or Anarchist Communism, 
as we term it—we see no reason why men and women in a free 
society should not be able to work together Communistically without 
sinking their individuality. But a Government can never govern a 
country on Communist principles. Communism means all things in 
common ; if a Government claims the ownership of the land and the 
instruments of production, then they are no longer held in common. 
We are quite prepared to admit that individuals should be free to 

. experiment in other economic methods, and we never expect one 
system to prevail everywhere. But when Miss Peacock says there 
will be no need to abolish Capitalism on principle, we disagree. 
Capitalism has ever stood for the production of wealth by slaves who 
are not allowed to enjoy it. It has ever meant war and waste on an 
enormous scale—waste of human life and waste of wealth. Europe 
to-day presents a spectacle of Capitalism in action. The “ supermen 
of commerce ” stride across the world trampling on all who come in 
their way. We are working for a society where men and women 
will be jealous of their own personal dignity, neither dominating nor 
dominated ; a society where we shall produce things because we 
need them and not because they may bring us privileges other than 
those common to all; and a society in which we shall recognise that 
the possession of superior physical or mental abilities is no excuso 
for taking advantage of others less favoured in those respects.— 
Ed. Freedom.)

Comrades and Friends—From the facts stated in the enclosed 
bulletin about the persecution of Anarchists and other Left, factions 
in Soviet Russia, you can see that when Losovsky, Chicherin, or 
Trotsky states that Russia does not jail idealistic Anarchists, these 
“Communists” are deliberately lying! Of course, it is not to their 
interests that the world should know that the “Communist prisons 
to-day are overflowing with political prisoners, a* they were during 
the existence of the Tsar. Therefore, they are shamelessly denying 
the truth.

When I reached Russia at the end of 1921, I found that most 
of my Anarchist comrades were imprisoned, and those few who were 
out were so terrorised that they would not be together several at a 
time for fear that the Government will suspect them of having a 
meeting. I soon began to interest myself in the conditions of those 
incarcerated, and did what little I could in order to help them. But, 
alas! in Soviet Russia it is far more difficult to aid a political 
prisoner than it is in any capitalist country. The Communists very 
seldom try a political opponent. During my stay in Russia hundreds 
of idealistic rebels were sent to different jails, concentration camps, 
and exile; but only a few of them were given a trial. Usually, the 
local Government Political Department sends the accusation papers 
to the Administrative Prosecuting Committee in Moscow, and this 
Committee, in the absence of the accused, decides his fate !

Often such people are arrested and accused secretly. In such 
cases, the attempts on the part of the relatives to find out the where­
abouts of the victims end without result, because the Government 
Political Department declines to give any information whatsoever. 
A striking instance of this is the case of David Rohen (known 
amongst the comrades as Juises) and Ivan Achtirsky, two old 
Anarchists who were very active before and during the Revolution 
in Russia. Remaining true to their ideas, they were continuing to 
do Anarchist propaganda during the existence of the Soviet Govern­
ment. In October, 1922, these two comrades were arrested in 
Moscow. Ever since relatives and friends have been trying in every 
possible way to find out their whereabouts, but all in vain. Until 
this day the fate of these two idealists is unknown. Are they alive? 
Or—were they shot? We do not know, as the almighty Okhrana 
refuses to tell what has been done with them. To the questions of 
Maria Veger (the sweetheart of Achtirsky) the head of the Petrograd 
Government Political Department, Maysing, answered: "Forget 
about him! You will see Achtirsky when you will see your ears!

Very many of the political prisoners are sick with scurvy, 
malaria, and tuberculosis, as a result of the unspeakably damnable 
prison conditions: dampness, uncleanliness, lack of fresh air, and 
under-nourishment. Not a week passes by that there should not 
take place some hunger strike, obstructions, or attempts to commit 
suicide as a protest against the miserable treatment to which they 
are subjected by the “ Communist” jailers!

The only help which we can render to those imprisoned is to 
supply them with food, clothing, smoking material, and books. But 
in order to do this we must have funds. Therefore I appeal to all 
men and women who have any sense of justice to help the incar­
cerated revolutionists who are at this moment suffering in the jails 
of Russia.

Friends and comrades! I speak to you in the name of idealists 
who have given their lives to a cause which they sincerely believe 
will free humanity from existing wrongs. Stretch out to them your 
hands in this hour of need ! Help them not only materially, but 
also morally. Protest against the continued persecution of revolu­
tionists in Soviet Russia. Do not allow yourselves or others to be 
fooled by the shameless lying Communist propagandists, who are 
denying their tyrannical deeds because they do not have any 
justification for them. Molly Steimer.

Berlin, October, 1923.

Joint Committee for the Defence of Revolutionists Imprisoned in 
Russia. It gives many details of the continued persecution of revo­
lutionists by the Russian Government, a large number of Anarchists 
and Left Social Revolutionists having been arrested during the past 
few months. Some have been sentenced to various terms of im­
prisonment, some have been forbidden to live in certain cities, while 
others have been exiled from Russia for ever.

“ All the political prisoners of the Peretominsk Camp, numbering 
about 175 persons, were transferred last July to the dreaded 
Solovetski Monastic The latter is an island in the White Sea, 
entirely cut off from the rest of the world during nine months in the 
year.
place.

or authorised control. I consider that I am the correct one to decide 
my own actions in any circumstances. I do so now in all matters 
within the law; and when I am in doubt I resort to the advice of 
my friends, just as they resort to mine. Often, I make mistakes. So 
do Governments! Often, Governments act with wisdom. So do I!

We, who do not believe in government, take the world for our 
range. It is not only one country we wish to have free access over: 
we covet the lot. We do not recognise national boundaries and 
national monopolies. If it were not paradoxical to use the term, our 
outlook might be said to be international. Once freedom is secured, 
international relations, as such, will cease to present any problems, 
for the simple reason that nations will be disintegrated, and there 
will be no national problems to parley over.

National armies and navies will go the way of national 
boundaries. There being, technically, no nations, there will also 
be no national armies or navies. Neither, therefore, will there be 
international wars. Free conditions will see the end of conscription 
and the end of national wars. The stupid, tragic spectacle of men 
lighting others with whom they really have no quarrel will no longer 
be possible. Wars there may be. But they will be factional affairs, 
little local squabbles, perhaps; and those involved will entangle 
themselves voluntarily, from really personal motives, and with full 
personal responsibility.

With the passing away of the nation as a unit will come the end 
f the judicial system as we at present understand it.

“ But what,” gasp our opponents, “ what will happen to 
criminals? Are crimes to go uuchecked? And who is to say what 
is a crime 1 It is the function of the judicial system to do this.” 
Let such people remember that “justice” and legal decisions are 

* man-made; and that if men have been competent to mete out deter­
rence and punishment in the past, they will be no less so in the 
future. “Justice” is not justice because it is boxed up in statutes. 
Moreover, we hear a good deal about the defects of our present legal 
rulings. Many cases come up before the courts and are decided in 
a manner which does not meet with popular approval. Under 
Freedom, crimes against society would certainly be open to the 
vengeance of mob law. But mob law can certainly be more merciful 
as well as more stringent than Book Law, and has the inestimable 
superiority of permitting discrimination. And this free method gives 

healthy sporting chance all round.
Much the same remarks apply to morality and ethics. Objectors 

say that free conditions would alter present standards. The obvious 
retort is that if present standards cannot stand on their own feet, 
there is not much to be said for them.

These objectors should realise that morality and ethics are 
deeper, wider things than the petty concerns of legal institutions. 
They go down into the deeps of life ; nay, beyond this life, into 
eternity. How can they depend upon legal rulings and conventional 
traditions? Freedom would usher in the preachers' and teachers’ 
hey-day; for they would be addressing the naked souls of free men 
—men with both opportunities and responsibilities in relation to 
good and evil. There would be no State system to shelve the blame 
on to; no accepted conventions to baulk the issues.

The trickiest problem of all, of course, will bo the territory 
problem. The land and all its wealth rightly belongs to no one, any 
more than do the sea or air. Under Freedom, territory will become 
relieved of its present “owners,” and rent will disappear. \\ hat will 
happen ? Simply this: there being no State, the danger of Stato 
control will have passed. There being no police and no army, the 
private grabber will not be able to monopolise and hold what other 
people want. '
they can, and be liable to be challenged by free competitors, 
being liable to a thing is not the same as [ _ _
against it; and there is no doubt that, with the exception of indi­
vidual quarrels here and there, the territory question will work itself 
out on lines of general convenience or opportunity.

Malaria, scurvy, and other diseases are the scourge of the
The prison administration, with the exception of the chief 

warden and his assistant, consists entirely of criminals serving time 
or on probation, of Communists convicted of crime, and of Tchekists 
in disgrace. These vie with each other in brutality towards the 
political prisoners, in order to curry favour with the higher adminis­
tration. There is a hospital attached to the prison, but an attempt 
to visit a sick prisoner was met with the information that visits are 
permitted only when, according to the physician s opinion, the sick 
prisoner is about to die. There is no post office at Solovetski. Mail 
goes only as far as Archangel, and no letters are delivered to the 
prisoners. Politicals who have served in Schlusselburg and Petro­
pavlovka (the worst places of imprisonment under Tsarism) say that 
Solovetski is the most terrible experience they have suffered.”

The Committee make an earnest appeal for funds to relieve the 
sufferings of the prisoners and exiles. Funds and correspondence 
are to be addressed to Fritz Rater (Joint Com. Def. R.I.R.), 
Kopernikusstr. 25, Berlin O. 34, Germany.

We shall be pleased to receive donations at Freedom Office and 
forward them to the Committee.
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Anarchists Assassinated by 
Japanese Government.
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Again our loyal Britains celebrate
The day they won the world-historic War;
They throng your sepulchre, 0 Warrior! 
In patriot zeal—or anti-German hate.

All this you heed not. You have passed the gate 
To endless rest; you hunger now no more: 
While warriors known must seek a distant shore, 
Or beg, or starve on pittance from the State. 

Perchance you thought to serve Democracy; 
Or joined to please your pal, or knew not why; 
Or went—a conscript—dumbly to the strife;

I cannot tell......... but this is clear to me:
Whate’er you willed, you battled for a Lie, 
And all in vain you yielded up your life!

Tom Senhouse.

Owen.
Price, Threepence.
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To Our Readers.
We beg our readers to bring these atrocities by the Japanese 

authorities to the notice of any Trade Union or Socialist organisa­
tion to which they may belong, and to send their protests to 
the Japanese Ambassador in London. This publicity cannot 
bring back our dead comrades, but it may prevent the Japanese 
Government murdering any more of the Anarchists and Socialists 
now in prison.

A Journal of Anarchist Communism

•4 
hold on her.

Evidence is now to hand that immediately after the earth­
quake in Japan, the authorities set afloat rumours that Anar-

TO THE UNKNOWN WARRIOR.
(On the Fifth Anniversary of Armistice Day.)
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Democracy has been defined as the principle that “one man is 
as good as another, if not a little better.” Anarchy may be defined 
as the principle that one government is as bad as another, if not a 
little worse.—Tienj. li. Tucker.

caught the child by the neck and choked him to death. He did 
not utter any cry. 1 also tied him with a cord.” The three 
bodies were then thrown down a well and rubbish piled on top 
of them. Thus did this patriot save Japan from the dangers of 
Anarchism. Despite the statement of Captain Amakasu that 
he acted on his-own responsibility, it is believed that he was 
incited to the murder by high Army and Government officials. 
The result of the trial has not been reported.

Sakaye Osugi joined the Anarchist movement after the * * A
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Kotoku and other Anarchists by the Government. In 1907 he 
translated Kropotkin’s “ Appeal to the Young ” into the Japanese 
language. For this he was imprisoned, and from that time he 
was in jail many times. He was considered very dangerous by 
the Government, but the common people considered him a hero. 
He attended an international Anarchist gathering in Paris this 
year and was arrested and deported. He had returned to Japan 
only about two months when he met his death.

Mrs. Osugi—Noye Ito.—was editor of a magazine, Seito 
(“ The New Woman ”). She had translated some of Emma 
Goldman’s writings, and was the first woman Anarchist in 
Japan.

Other comrades murdered included K. Hirasawa, an Anar­
chist-Syndicalist, who with four other leaders of the workers 
were arrested and nearly beaten to death in the police station, 
some officers completing the vile deed with their swords, 
bodies were removed secretly and burned in kerosene oil.

Our comrade, E. K. Nobushima, who has contributed 
articles on the Japanese Labour Movement to the columns cf 
Freedom (May and July, 1923), writes to the Industrial Worker, 
saying: ” We are now confronted with the great danger of being 
arrested or murdered. . . . You are requested to send this in­
formation to the w’orld on our behalf by Japanese revolutionary 
workers.”

chists and Socialists, and also Koreans, were responsible for the 
fires which swept over Tokyo. An ex-soldiers’ organisation 
attacked Koreans in all parts of the city, and it is estimated that 
about 3,000 were massacred in cold blood. Several hundred 
Japanese were also killed through being mistaken for Koreans. 
At the same time, a systematic hunt for Anarchists and Social­
ists took place. How many were killed is not known, but at 
least fifteen or twenty of the more prominent men and women 
in the Anarchist movement were killed while under arrest.

In a detailed report published in the Industrial TI orkcr 
(Seattle) of October 31st, our Japanese comrades say that when 
the new Government was formed shortly after the earthquake, 
it sent out propaganda for the citizens to kill Anarchists. But 
the people refused to take part in. the murders, and the Govern­
ment had to do it secretly. However, the truth was soon dis­
covered, and to appease the indignation of the people the Govern- 

ent ordered the trial of Captain Amakasu, who was charged 
with the manslaughter of our comrade Sakaye Osugi, his wife, 
Noye Ito, and Osugi’s nephew, a seven-year-old boy. All the 
victims were strangled to death by the captain.

In a censored report of the trial which was published in 
the Nichi-Nichi (Tokyo) of October 9th a sergeant-major gave 
evidence about a bulletin which had been received by the Gen­
darmerie headquarters, and he said: “ Evenbody was saying 
in those days in the corps that Communists and Socialists should 
better be ----- . ” The censor has cut out the end of the sen­
tence, but one can imagine what is was. The same issue of 
the Nichi-Niclii prints a summary of the official report on the 
murders, which says that Captain Amakasu “ believed that it 
was a timely measure in the interests of Japan's welfare to kill 
Sakaye Osugi.” The accused gave a frank statement of the 
affair, and apparently gloried in his horrible deed. On Septem­
ber 16th, as Commander of the Kajimachi Gendarmerie Corps, 
he went to Osugi’s house, and took him and his wife and nephew 
by motor-car to the headquarters of the corps, and locked them 
in an empty room on the upper floor. The accused said: —

“ I then ordered supper for them. At 8 p.m. I instructed 
Sergeant-Major Mori to conduct Osugi to another vacant room 
and question him. As the sergeant-major was so doing I en­
tered the room where Osugi was sitting with his hack towards 
the door. Without any warning I stretched my arms and 
choked him with a jiu-jitsu hold. . . . After ten minutes he 
was dead. With a cord which I carried with me I tied his 
neck, and left him lying as he was.”

He then went to the room where Osugi s wife was detained. 
Her position was somewhat difficult for me to get a 6trangle- 

So he began to ask her questions, at the same 
time manoeuvring for a better position.

“ I managed to get to her right side, and caught hold of 
her in the same way as I did her husband. However, her 
position was disadvantageous to me, and I was not able to 
handle her in as easy a fashion as I disposed of Osugi. In 
her attempt to free herself she inflicted a few deep scratches 
on mv left arm. It took about ten minutes to kill her. I took 
another cord and tied her neck with it.

This scoundrel then went to the poor boy in the next room, 
who thought something was wrong and commenced to cry. “ 1
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ment in the Rhineland, and, ultimately, the possibility of 
Revenge.

How long was it before the Fall of Rome that the gladiators 
became the ruling power, and the Pretorian Guards made and 
unmade Emperors? Nor is it only in the so-called French Re­
public that these sinister omens have appeared. New York and 
many another American city could tell a similar tale, to say 
nothing of our own dear London. All modern civilisation is on 
that most uncomfortable of seats—the bayonet’s point.

An hysterical wave of fear of the 
“the unfit”

International Right.
Ever since the last war ended in the triumph of the armies that 

stood for Liberty and Justice, the whole world has been living in an 
atmosphere heavy with oppression, arbitrary rule, and continuous 
alarms. The conflict between Italy and Greece appears to have been 
settled, but already there comes another between Italy aud Yugo­
slavia, to say nothing of the formidable interrogation point set 
before us steadily by the problem of the Ruhr. The various capital­
isms can agree only on one single point—the shattering of the 
claims of Labour.

To justify the blow he struck at Corfu, Mussolini has published 
in the Italian press a long list of the assaults made by the great 
Powers on the weaker States during the last thirty years. Aud this 
communication bears the heading; “International Right"! Yes, 
the right of bombardment, which other Powers had exercised in the 
past, springs directly from the crimes committed agaiust the people’s 
independence. It is true that the League of Nations was founded 
for the express purpose of putting an end to these bombardments as 
an expression of right, but only the simple-minded can have believed 
that the intention was serious. Moreover, what a truly genial idea, 
that of basing international right on the bombardment of unarmed 
populations! Long live Mussolini!—(L. Bertoni in Le lieveil.)

rapid multiplication of 
inferior stocks”—“the unfit"—is being spread over the country. 
Horatio M. Pollock, Ph.D , in the Homecrofter, says:—

“ Society is fully justified in using close supervision, segrega­
tion, or sterilisation whenever necessary to prevent reproduction 
among the markedly unfit. Aggressive measures will be necessary 
to accomplish desired results. We can never expect to be entirely 
free from the burden of the unfit, but by taking thought we can 
lighten the burden for ourselves and future generations. The 
emphasis must be continually placed on the prevention of disease 
and defect.”

This evidently means compulsory legal control. And it deals 
with effects, not causes. Who are the unfit, and why? What is 
the criterion of unfitness? He does not say. Like all unscientific 
attempts to remedy things, he fails to define his terms. A thing is 
unfit when it does not fit. All depends upon what it is to fit. A 
rascal does not fit au honest environment. Freedom does not fit 
despotism. Strict honesty in everything cannot be made to fit our 
present institutions. What, then, is “ fit ’’ and what “ ur.fit ’’ ? The 
unfit are those who do not fit their environment—not those who are 
merely physically or mentally defective. Such defectives may be 
the most fit. It depends upon the environment. As a matter of 
fact, the interaction of natural forces tends constantly to the elimina­
tion of all forms that do not fit the environment they produce. The 
existence of any form, then, is in itself proof that it does fit, to some 
extent, at least, its environment. If it seems to be an undesirable 
form, then the environment that permits its existence must be 
similarly undesirable.

The surest way to secure the propagation and dominance of the 
highest physical and mental qualities in our species is to so shape 
the environment as to fit that purpose. But this necessitates a 
study of Nature and conformity to its trend. Here is where the 
Eugenists and all who desire to resort to the physical force of legal 
control go astray. Nature always secures obedience to its order by 
inducements that give pleasure, not by prohibitions and compulsions. 
Freedom of choice and pleasure in performance and satisfaction!with 
results are the means that Nature uses. And disobedience is as 
invariably punished by the opposite consequences—there is no 
escape. —The Equitist (Phoenix, Arizona).

On reaching Paris, despite the fact that all his 
in order, our Swiss comrade, Bertoni, was arrested, 
self remarks, there was nothing astonishing in that, and a hap­
pening so common nowadays should not be worth a comment. 
A noted Anaichist, editor of two well-known Anarchist papers, 
intruding himself on France to attend an Anarchist Congress! 
What else could he expect? Let such people stay where their 
own police can keep the proper watch on them.

In truth, we ourselves would not devote an inch of space 
to such a trifle were it not for the illuminating account of his 
adventure which Bertoni himself has furnished in Le Iicveil. 
That, as it seems to us, deserves recording, because it gives 
us an unusual peep behind the scenes; and we imagine that 
even this experienced journalist and fighter left Paris a wiser 
man than when he entered it. Evidently he knew how to take 
things as they are, for a long succession of inspectors and minor 
officials talked “ shop ” freely in his presence, and, having a 
retentive memory, he is able to tell us all about it. The follow­
ing is a brief account of modern society as it appears to the 
Parisian police.

Arrests give the police but little trouble, the only subjects 
to he at all afraid of being street Apaches of from fifteen to 
twenty years of age, who are apt to draw a gun or knife. How­
ever, two officers are needed to arrest a woman, because women 
usually struggle violently and make a terrible outcry.
meekest victims are always the politicians, for all of whom police 
contempt appears to be supreme. Among them the Royalists 
ore probably the best, because they have money, whereas all the 
others are ravenous to make it, and especially the Socialist poli­
ticians and the leaders of the various Syndicalist groups. The 
police still maintain a special Bolshevist section, but it has 
nothing to do, for the Communists cut no figure in the life of 
Paris. ” It is really astounding that there are still ninnies who 
will let their heads be broken for the sake of such fellows. Think 
of it I A Cachin, notoriously rich. A Laffont, no less so. A 
Vailant-Couturier, whom the Inspector knew at the front when 
they were both officers. He was noted for his hardness to the 
men under him, and it is assuredly not among them that he 
can hope to make his Communist propaganda. In politics every­
one is after place and money.” On the whole, the police think 
the Anarchists the best, but they remark that to every twenty 
Anarchists there are fifteen spies.

A revolution in Paris is an absolute impossibility with the 
armed forces the Government now commands. To-dav, more » *
Ilian ever, any attempt in that direction would be certain to 
come to grief. Even the general strike of 1920, though it made 
a fine show at starting, amounted to nothing. As for ordinary 
demonstrations, such as those on May Day, everything is seen 
to beforehand. Every known ** militant ” is under the surveil­
lance of two officers, who have orders to arrest him, even if he 
does nothing, unless he will consent to go home and stay there. 
The Fleet and the Republican Guard can take care of such 
affairs, and it is remarked cynically that a heavy rain will always 
send the mob fleeing for shelter.

These gentlemen chaffed Bertoni for allowing himself to be 
nabbed so easily, for it is really a simple matter to slip in un­
observed. They were even so kind as to point out to him various 
ways of doing that; and lie found them an interesting and by 
no means unintelligent crowd. There was an inspector who was 
really charming. One had been a professional violinist, another 
was master of six languages, another an explorer who had 
studied French and English colonies, and yet another was a free­
thinker whose criticism of two admittedly radical papers was 
that they were not ” sufficiently advanced.” They passed the 
most caustic judgments on France's present leaders, and on 
those at the head of their own force. As for their special part in 
all this, they defended it with the plea that everyone is on the 
make. They regard their own position as entirely secure; for, 
whoever goes out of or comes : 
always be needed 
slightest fear—a revolution in Germany,
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Again our loyal Britains celebrate
The day they won the world-historic War;
They throng your sepulchre, 0 Warrior! 
In patriot zeal—or anti-German hate.

All this you heed not. You have passed the gate 
To endless rest; you hunger now no more: 
While warriors known must seek a distant shore, 
Or beg, or starve on pittance from the State. 

Perchance you thought to serve Democracy; 
Or joined to please your pal, or knew not why; 
Or went—a conscript—dumbly to the strife;

I cannot tell......... but this is clear to me:
Whate’er you willed, you battled for a Lie, 
And all in vain you yielded up your life!

Tom Senhouse.

Owen.
Price, Threepence.
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To Our Readers.
We beg our readers to bring these atrocities by the Japanese 

authorities to the notice of any Trade Union or Socialist organisa­
tion to which they may belong, and to send their protests to 
the Japanese Ambassador in London. This publicity cannot 
bring back our dead comrades, but it may prevent the Japanese 
Government murdering any more of the Anarchists and Socialists 
now in prison.

A Journal of Anarchist Communism

•4 
hold on her.

Evidence is now to hand that immediately after the earth­
quake in Japan, the authorities set afloat rumours that Anar-

TO THE UNKNOWN WARRIOR.
(On the Fifth Anniversary of Armistice Day.)

ANARCHISM VERSUS SOCIALISM.
. By Wm.
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Democracy has been defined as the principle that “one man is 
as good as another, if not a little better.” Anarchy may be defined 
as the principle that one government is as bad as another, if not a 
little worse.—Tienj. li. Tucker.

caught the child by the neck and choked him to death. He did 
not utter any cry. 1 also tied him with a cord.” The three 
bodies were then thrown down a well and rubbish piled on top 
of them. Thus did this patriot save Japan from the dangers of 
Anarchism. Despite the statement of Captain Amakasu that 
he acted on his-own responsibility, it is believed that he was 
incited to the murder by high Army and Government officials. 
The result of the trial has not been reported.

Sakaye Osugi joined the Anarchist movement after the * * A

b.S.A. and Canada, §1.00. France and the Continent, 2s. 6d. 
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Kotoku and other Anarchists by the Government. In 1907 he 
translated Kropotkin’s “ Appeal to the Young ” into the Japanese 
language. For this he was imprisoned, and from that time he 
was in jail many times. He was considered very dangerous by 
the Government, but the common people considered him a hero. 
He attended an international Anarchist gathering in Paris this 
year and was arrested and deported. He had returned to Japan 
only about two months when he met his death.

Mrs. Osugi—Noye Ito.—was editor of a magazine, Seito 
(“ The New Woman ”). She had translated some of Emma 
Goldman’s writings, and was the first woman Anarchist in 
Japan.

Other comrades murdered included K. Hirasawa, an Anar­
chist-Syndicalist, who with four other leaders of the workers 
were arrested and nearly beaten to death in the police station, 
some officers completing the vile deed with their swords, 
bodies were removed secretly and burned in kerosene oil.

Our comrade, E. K. Nobushima, who has contributed 
articles on the Japanese Labour Movement to the columns cf 
Freedom (May and July, 1923), writes to the Industrial Worker, 
saying: ” We are now confronted with the great danger of being 
arrested or murdered. . . . You are requested to send this in­
formation to the w’orld on our behalf by Japanese revolutionary 
workers.”

chists and Socialists, and also Koreans, were responsible for the 
fires which swept over Tokyo. An ex-soldiers’ organisation 
attacked Koreans in all parts of the city, and it is estimated that 
about 3,000 were massacred in cold blood. Several hundred 
Japanese were also killed through being mistaken for Koreans. 
At the same time, a systematic hunt for Anarchists and Social­
ists took place. How many were killed is not known, but at 
least fifteen or twenty of the more prominent men and women 
in the Anarchist movement were killed while under arrest.

In a detailed report published in the Industrial TI orkcr 
(Seattle) of October 31st, our Japanese comrades say that when 
the new Government was formed shortly after the earthquake, 
it sent out propaganda for the citizens to kill Anarchists. But 
the people refused to take part in. the murders, and the Govern­
ment had to do it secretly. However, the truth was soon dis­
covered, and to appease the indignation of the people the Govern- 

ent ordered the trial of Captain Amakasu, who was charged 
with the manslaughter of our comrade Sakaye Osugi, his wife, 
Noye Ito, and Osugi’s nephew, a seven-year-old boy. All the 
victims were strangled to death by the captain.

In a censored report of the trial which was published in 
the Nichi-Nichi (Tokyo) of October 9th a sergeant-major gave 
evidence about a bulletin which had been received by the Gen­
darmerie headquarters, and he said: “ Evenbody was saying 
in those days in the corps that Communists and Socialists should 
better be ----- . ” The censor has cut out the end of the sen­
tence, but one can imagine what is was. The same issue of 
the Nichi-Niclii prints a summary of the official report on the 
murders, which says that Captain Amakasu “ believed that it 
was a timely measure in the interests of Japan's welfare to kill 
Sakaye Osugi.” The accused gave a frank statement of the 
affair, and apparently gloried in his horrible deed. On Septem­
ber 16th, as Commander of the Kajimachi Gendarmerie Corps, 
he went to Osugi’s house, and took him and his wife and nephew 
by motor-car to the headquarters of the corps, and locked them 
in an empty room on the upper floor. The accused said: —

“ I then ordered supper for them. At 8 p.m. I instructed 
Sergeant-Major Mori to conduct Osugi to another vacant room 
and question him. As the sergeant-major was so doing I en­
tered the room where Osugi was sitting with his hack towards 
the door. Without any warning I stretched my arms and 
choked him with a jiu-jitsu hold. . . . After ten minutes he 
was dead. With a cord which I carried with me I tied his 
neck, and left him lying as he was.”

He then went to the room where Osugi s wife was detained. 
Her position was somewhat difficult for me to get a 6trangle- 

So he began to ask her questions, at the same 
time manoeuvring for a better position.

“ I managed to get to her right side, and caught hold of 
her in the same way as I did her husband. However, her 
position was disadvantageous to me, and I was not able to 
handle her in as easy a fashion as I disposed of Osugi. In 
her attempt to free herself she inflicted a few deep scratches 
on mv left arm. It took about ten minutes to kill her. I took 
another cord and tied her neck with it.

This scoundrel then went to the poor boy in the next room, 
who thought something was wrong and commenced to cry. “ 1
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ment in the Rhineland, and, ultimately, the possibility of 
Revenge.

How long was it before the Fall of Rome that the gladiators 
became the ruling power, and the Pretorian Guards made and 
unmade Emperors? Nor is it only in the so-called French Re­
public that these sinister omens have appeared. New York and 
many another American city could tell a similar tale, to say 
nothing of our own dear London. All modern civilisation is on 
that most uncomfortable of seats—the bayonet’s point.

An hysterical wave of fear of the 
“the unfit”

International Right.
Ever since the last war ended in the triumph of the armies that 

stood for Liberty and Justice, the whole world has been living in an 
atmosphere heavy with oppression, arbitrary rule, and continuous 
alarms. The conflict between Italy and Greece appears to have been 
settled, but already there comes another between Italy aud Yugo­
slavia, to say nothing of the formidable interrogation point set 
before us steadily by the problem of the Ruhr. The various capital­
isms can agree only on one single point—the shattering of the 
claims of Labour.

To justify the blow he struck at Corfu, Mussolini has published 
in the Italian press a long list of the assaults made by the great 
Powers on the weaker States during the last thirty years. Aud this 
communication bears the heading; “International Right"! Yes, 
the right of bombardment, which other Powers had exercised in the 
past, springs directly from the crimes committed agaiust the people’s 
independence. It is true that the League of Nations was founded 
for the express purpose of putting an end to these bombardments as 
an expression of right, but only the simple-minded can have believed 
that the intention was serious. Moreover, what a truly genial idea, 
that of basing international right on the bombardment of unarmed 
populations! Long live Mussolini!—(L. Bertoni in Le lieveil.)

rapid multiplication of 
inferior stocks”—“the unfit"—is being spread over the country. 
Horatio M. Pollock, Ph.D , in the Homecrofter, says:—

“ Society is fully justified in using close supervision, segrega­
tion, or sterilisation whenever necessary to prevent reproduction 
among the markedly unfit. Aggressive measures will be necessary 
to accomplish desired results. We can never expect to be entirely 
free from the burden of the unfit, but by taking thought we can 
lighten the burden for ourselves and future generations. The 
emphasis must be continually placed on the prevention of disease 
and defect.”

This evidently means compulsory legal control. And it deals 
with effects, not causes. Who are the unfit, and why? What is 
the criterion of unfitness? He does not say. Like all unscientific 
attempts to remedy things, he fails to define his terms. A thing is 
unfit when it does not fit. All depends upon what it is to fit. A 
rascal does not fit au honest environment. Freedom does not fit 
despotism. Strict honesty in everything cannot be made to fit our 
present institutions. What, then, is “ fit ’’ and what “ ur.fit ’’ ? The 
unfit are those who do not fit their environment—not those who are 
merely physically or mentally defective. Such defectives may be 
the most fit. It depends upon the environment. As a matter of 
fact, the interaction of natural forces tends constantly to the elimina­
tion of all forms that do not fit the environment they produce. The 
existence of any form, then, is in itself proof that it does fit, to some 
extent, at least, its environment. If it seems to be an undesirable 
form, then the environment that permits its existence must be 
similarly undesirable.

The surest way to secure the propagation and dominance of the 
highest physical and mental qualities in our species is to so shape 
the environment as to fit that purpose. But this necessitates a 
study of Nature and conformity to its trend. Here is where the 
Eugenists and all who desire to resort to the physical force of legal 
control go astray. Nature always secures obedience to its order by 
inducements that give pleasure, not by prohibitions and compulsions. 
Freedom of choice and pleasure in performance and satisfaction!with 
results are the means that Nature uses. And disobedience is as 
invariably punished by the opposite consequences—there is no 
escape. —The Equitist (Phoenix, Arizona).

On reaching Paris, despite the fact that all his 
in order, our Swiss comrade, Bertoni, was arrested, 
self remarks, there was nothing astonishing in that, and a hap­
pening so common nowadays should not be worth a comment. 
A noted Anaichist, editor of two well-known Anarchist papers, 
intruding himself on France to attend an Anarchist Congress! 
What else could he expect? Let such people stay where their 
own police can keep the proper watch on them.

In truth, we ourselves would not devote an inch of space 
to such a trifle were it not for the illuminating account of his 
adventure which Bertoni himself has furnished in Le Iicveil. 
That, as it seems to us, deserves recording, because it gives 
us an unusual peep behind the scenes; and we imagine that 
even this experienced journalist and fighter left Paris a wiser 
man than when he entered it. Evidently he knew how to take 
things as they are, for a long succession of inspectors and minor 
officials talked “ shop ” freely in his presence, and, having a 
retentive memory, he is able to tell us all about it. The follow­
ing is a brief account of modern society as it appears to the 
Parisian police.

Arrests give the police but little trouble, the only subjects 
to he at all afraid of being street Apaches of from fifteen to 
twenty years of age, who are apt to draw a gun or knife. How­
ever, two officers are needed to arrest a woman, because women 
usually struggle violently and make a terrible outcry.
meekest victims are always the politicians, for all of whom police 
contempt appears to be supreme. Among them the Royalists 
ore probably the best, because they have money, whereas all the 
others are ravenous to make it, and especially the Socialist poli­
ticians and the leaders of the various Syndicalist groups. The 
police still maintain a special Bolshevist section, but it has 
nothing to do, for the Communists cut no figure in the life of 
Paris. ” It is really astounding that there are still ninnies who 
will let their heads be broken for the sake of such fellows. Think 
of it I A Cachin, notoriously rich. A Laffont, no less so. A 
Vailant-Couturier, whom the Inspector knew at the front when 
they were both officers. He was noted for his hardness to the 
men under him, and it is assuredly not among them that he 
can hope to make his Communist propaganda. In politics every­
one is after place and money.” On the whole, the police think 
the Anarchists the best, but they remark that to every twenty 
Anarchists there are fifteen spies.

A revolution in Paris is an absolute impossibility with the 
armed forces the Government now commands. To-dav, more » *
Ilian ever, any attempt in that direction would be certain to 
come to grief. Even the general strike of 1920, though it made 
a fine show at starting, amounted to nothing. As for ordinary 
demonstrations, such as those on May Day, everything is seen 
to beforehand. Every known ** militant ” is under the surveil­
lance of two officers, who have orders to arrest him, even if he 
does nothing, unless he will consent to go home and stay there. 
The Fleet and the Republican Guard can take care of such 
affairs, and it is remarked cynically that a heavy rain will always 
send the mob fleeing for shelter.

These gentlemen chaffed Bertoni for allowing himself to be 
nabbed so easily, for it is really a simple matter to slip in un­
observed. They were even so kind as to point out to him various 
ways of doing that; and lie found them an interesting and by 
no means unintelligent crowd. There was an inspector who was 
really charming. One had been a professional violinist, another 
was master of six languages, another an explorer who had 
studied French and English colonies, and yet another was a free­
thinker whose criticism of two admittedly radical papers was 
that they were not ” sufficiently advanced.” They passed the 
most caustic judgments on France's present leaders, and on 
those at the head of their own force. As for their special part in 
all this, they defended it with the plea that everyone is on the 
make. They regard their own position as entirely secure; for, 
whoever goes out of or comes : 
always be needed 
slightest fear—a revolution in Germany,
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Anarchist Discussion Circle.
The Anarchist Discussion Circle meets every Saturday, at 7.30, 

at the Minerva Cafe, 144 High Holborn, W.C. (entrance at rear of 
building). These meetings are open to the public, and all are free to 
take part in the discussions. Subject for discussion is advertised in 
the Daily Herald every Saturday.
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Postage extra—Id. for each 3 pamphlets.
By Petek Kropotkin. 

By Peter Kropotkin. 

Cloth, 2s.; post, 3d. 
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Freedom ” Guarantee Fund.
The following sums have been received since our last issue: 

T S. os., G. P. 2s., V. G. 2s. 6d., San Francisco Self-Education Group 
17s. 5d., A. Hazeland 10s., J. Petrovich 4s. 4d., A. D. Moore 2s., 
II. Combes 7s. 6d., L. G. Wolfe £1. We could do with much more.

CASH RECEIVED (not otherwise acknowledged). 
(October 12 to November 10.)

“Freedom” Subscriptions,—W.. Benson, L. W. Sweet, II. Samuel, V. G., 
C, J. Protheroe, B. Williams, I. 8. Biair, B. Reid, F. Wells, H. Combes, 
J. B. Robinson, L E. D., T. S.
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SOIREE AND DANCE.
CROWN IIALL, 40 REDMANS ROAD, MILE END, E. 1. 

On SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8th.
Good Band
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FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE “

(To the Editor of Freedom.)
Dear SrR,—Few or any of us are fully consistent or logical in 

our principles or conduct in life, though we ought to try to be so. To 
err is human. And I have always thought that Friends and others 
were inconsistent in their strong protests against all war whilst 
supporting the State or government. I never argued it out with any 
of them, hut I have supposed them to take up that position because 
in the New Testament the Civil Magistrate is recognised as a power 
that should be respected and obeyed, that is, when he does well— 
which is the trouble.

But what about the Anarchists? They object to all Govern­
ments and their action, and say that everything between human 
beings should be arranged by mutual agreement. If, however, a 
neighbour or other person wiil not agree, but, on the contrary, 
attacks my life or property, what am I to do? I understand that 
the Anarchists, or some of them, think they would be justified in 
resisting the attacker by physical force or violence. It may be said 
that would be only self-defence. True. Yet it is still violence, and 
may lead to killing, wounding, and starving. But, besides, we know 
that for effectual defence aggression may be necessary. If so, there 
might be personal or individual conflicts, and a call made on friends 
and sympathisers for help, leading probably to the worst kinds of 
enmity, strife, revenge, and retaliation. Would it not, then, be better 
for a community to hand over the duty and task of defence to some 
central organised group of persons, who would devote themselves to 
it, and become skilled in the work, leaving the bulk of the people to 
pursue peaceful avocations. I am not advocating all this, but only 
pointing out the alternatives.

My own position is a moral one: Love, forgiveness, kindness 
are more effectual in subduing wrongdoers of all kinds. Of course, 
there are risks, but, 1 believe, not nearly so great as many persons 
suppose. I am not out for controversy, but merely to submit those 
things to your readers.—Yours truly, W. Douglas.

[Very few Anarchists are non-resisters, but they do not believe 
in looking for trouble. We hold that there is no inconsistency in 
being opposed to government and at the same time using such force 
as may he necessary to resist invasion of our personal liberty. We 
do not think Mr Douglas’s suggestion of handing over the work of 
defence to a central organised group would be a way out of the diffi­
culty, as such organisations have an unfortunate habit of becoming 
the masters rather than the seiwants of the community. Besides, if 
violence is such an evil thing, we should be degrading these folk in 
an attempt to keep ourselves unsoiled.—Ed. Freedom.]
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members of Trade Unions. 
unemployed receive relief."
Remember, it was mainly the workers of Moscow and Petrograd who 
put the Bolsheviks in power. Now the town workers have been 
thrust aside, and the peasants are dictating the New Economic 
Policy. Trotsky told Senator King that this policy is “an absolute 
necessity ” for the 90,000,000 peasants. “The very conditions 

internal life assure the absolute stability of the New 
So there is a very poor outlook for tbe unem- 

We were amused to see 
the Communist Party, in their General Election manifesto, putting 
forward plans for dealing with unemployment hero, 
should send the plans to their friends in Moscow.
course, is that Monopoly and Privilege cause unemployment every- 

It matters not whether private individuals or the State 
, man has to hog for permission to

work, his life is at the mercy of those who can grant or refuse that

MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM.
Paper Cover*, li.; postage 2d.

FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.
Cloth, 2h. ; postage 4*1.

THE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By P. Kropotkin.
MUTUAL AID. By P Kropotkin. Paper, 2a. net; postage 3d. 
GOD ANO THE STATE By Micha.d Bakunin. (American

Cloth, 4«.: p»p-r, 2<». 6d ; postage, 2d.
MAN VERSUS THE STATE. By Herbert Spencer. Paper, 6 I.; post. 2d. 
THE EGO AND ITS OWN. By Max Stirner. 6i.; postage 4d.

♦ Orders, with cash, to be sent to
_____ FREEDOM PRESS, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W. 1.
Printed A Published by the Freedom Press, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W. L

Canada’s Experience.
As Anarchists, we naturally favour freedom in trade as well as 

in other things; hut to have free trade you must have free produc­
tion. We regard the fight on this matter as a struggle between rival 
manufacturing and commercial groups, some of whom think they 
could make larger profits under Protection, while the others trust to 
“Free Trade.” The unemployed are only counters in the game. 
We shall yet find a Liberal Ministry introducing protective tariffs, 
“for revenue purposes only”; and a good number of Trade Union 
leaders in the Labour Party are in favour of protecting their members 
against “ the low-paid labour of the Continent.” We think that 
Protection is the most corrupting influence it is possible to introduce 
into the public life of a country. We recently picked up a little book 
entitled “ The Revolt in Canada against the New Feudalism,” by 
Edward Porritt (Cassell and Co., 1911), which is an almost incredible 
story of the connection between Big Business and the political 
parties in that country. The Conservatives first introduced protec­
tive tarilTs, which were denounced by every Liberal speaker and 
paper; but when the Liberals, under Sir Wilfrid Laurier, came into 
office they betrayed their followers and were most cynical in granting 
tariff concessions to those who could buy them. The Canadian 
Pacific Railway was specially favoured by the Conservative Govern­
ment. It received in cash §30,000,000, in completed railway 
§35,000,000, and in grants of land 26,000,000 acres. As soon as the 
line was completed it raised its rates and squeezed many millions 
out of the farmers, who were compelled by the company to sell their 
grain to the elevator companies, who fixed their own price for it. 
Everything tbe farmer bought was taxed 15 to 30 per cent. The 
Parliament House at Ottawa is now merely an office where privileges 
to rob the people are sold to the highest bidder. This story of 
political corruption should be remembered when our Free Trade 
thieves oust the Protectionist thieves.

ALBUM OF THE FUNERAL OF PETER KROPOTKIN in Moscow, 
February 13, 1921. With an Introduction by R. Rocker. Con­
tains 31 photographs, including two of Kropotkin taken after 
death. Price Is., postage 2d. From Freedom Press._________

The Unemployed in Russia.
Unemployed workers in Great Britain who still cherish the 

illusion that all their troubles would vanish if a “ Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat” were established here should study the figures relating 
to unemployment in Russia published in Russian Information and 
Review (November 3 and 17), the official organ of the Russian Trade 
Delegation. After explaining that the New Economic Policy intro­
duced in the spring of 1921 was the cause of large numbers of 
workers being discharged, it says that since the beginning of this 
year (1923) unemployment has continued to increase. On May 1 
the number of unemployed in fifty-three provincial towns, including 
Moscow and Petrograd, was 448,290; on July 1 it had increased to 
189,493; whilst on September 1 there were 600,000 registered at 
Labour Exchanges throughout Russia. On September 1 the unem­
ployed in Petrograd alone numbered 111,117, one-third of whom are 

“ Only fifteen to sixteen per cent, of the 
How the others live we are uot told.

PAMPHLET AND BOOK LIST.
AN ARCH I ST COM M UN 1S M

Kropotkin.
THE STATE: Its Historic Rolf.. By Petkr Kropotkin.
THE WAGE SYSTEM. By P. Kropotkin. 21.
ANARCHY. Bv E. Malatesta
THE PLACE OF ANARCHISM IN SOCIALISTIC EVOLUTION. By 

Pei er Kropotkin. 2-1.
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. By Peter Kropotkin.
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By Eliske KEuLUb. 2d. 
LAW AND AUTHORITY. By Peter Kropotkin. 31. 
OBJECTIONS TO ANARCHISM. By George Barrett.
THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION. By George Barren. 
ANA RCH18 \1 vei sus BOCULISM. By Wm. C. Owen.
ENGLAND MONOPOLISED or ENGLAND FREE? BvWm.C.Owen. Id. 
ANARCHISM AND DEMOCRACY. By John Wakeman. Id. 
THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL: a Marxian Fallacy.

W. Tcherkjeboff. 2 I.
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG.
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. With Portrait*.
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE. Id.
FOR LIBERTY : An Anthology of Revolt. Gd.
REFLECTIONS « N POLITICAL JUSTICE.

Wilting* of William Godwin.) 4d.

The Burdens of the Weak.
At the opening of the Imperial Conference Mr. Baldwin told the 

Premiers that “the British Empire cannot live for itself alone”; 
they must unite “ to bear on their shoulders the burdens of those 
weaker than themselves.” It occurs to us that the weaker ones 
must find the Empire itself their principal burden. In Rhodesia 
last June two white men flogged a native to death. Their defence 
was that he died through “ fear.” They were found guilty, but the 
judge merely fined them £25 and £5 respectively. Natives are not 
of much account in Rhodesia. In Kenya Colony, in August, a white 
man was charged with flogging a native employee to death. He and 
four of his employees flogged the man until he lost consciousness. 
On regaining consciousness he was tied to a post. He was in great 
agony and asked for a knife to kill himself to end his sufferings. He 
died a few hours later. The accused pleaded as a contributory 
cause of his victim's death that he had the “ will to die,” as shown 
by his request for a knife to kill himself. The jury (white men, of 
course) amiably returned a verdict of “guilty of grievous hurt,” and 
a sentence of two years’ imprisonment was imposed. These natives 
wore rescued from tbe “brutal Germans” and handed over to the 
British Government under a mandate. From a copy of Young India 
we learn of the brutal treatment of political prisoners in Indian gaols. 
Some of them are given impossible tasks; when they fail to accom­
plish them they are given “bar fetters and handcuffs” for seven days 
at a time. The handcuffs are fastened to a post and the prisoner 
has to stand there for nine hours; in addition the iron bars cause 
ahscosses. Penal diet which causes thirst and diarrhoea, and some­
times flogging, aro other punishments for political prisoners—those 
who refuse to believe Providence ordained that Britishers should 
rule IndianR.

Push tine sale of “ Freedom.”

Bound Volume, No. 4, 1888. Official Journal of 
the Socialist League. Edited by William Morris. Very rare. 
Good condition. What offers?—Letters to Workers’ Dreadnought, 
152 Fleet Street, Ixmdon, N.W. 1.

Publications on the Russian Revolution.
Workers and Peasants in Russia: How they Live. By 

Augustine Souchy. 2s., post-free.
Anarchism and the World Revolution.

Is., post-free.
The Crushing- of the Russian Revolution.

4d.; postage, Id.
The Russian Tragedy: A Review and an Outlook. 

Alexander Berkman. 6d., post-free.
The Russian Revolution and the Communist Party. By 

Four Well-known Moscow Anarchists. Gd., post-free.
The Kronstadt Rebellion. By Alexander Berkman. 

post-free. ____________
Freedom Press, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W.l.

REBUILDING THE WORLD: An Outline of the Principles of 
Anarchism. By John Beverley Robinson. Price 3d., postage Id. 
From Freedom Press.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.
“The Storv of a Proletarian Life.” By Bartolomeu Vanzetti. Boston, Mass.: 

Sacco-Vanzetti Defence Committer, P. O. Box S7, Hanover Street Station.
Public Opinion: Where Does it Stand on tbe Question of Amnesty of Political 

Prisoners?” Chicago, 111 : General Defence Committee, 1001 W. Madison St. 
“ A Sequel to Looking Backward; or, Looking Further Forward.-’ By Richard 

Michaelis. ]m 6d. London: W. Reeves, 83 Charing Cross Road, W.C. 2 
“ What Children Should be Told.” By G. P. C. Claridge, M. B., B.S. Loud. 6d. 

London: Jarrolds, Warwick Lane, E.C. 4.
“Rhineland and Ruhr.” By C. J. C. Street. Js. London: Alfred Couldrey 

and Co., 1(’3 Borough High Street, 8. E. 1.
“The Real Issues of the General Election.” By J. Ramsay MacDonald, M.P. 
“La Conqnista del Pan.” For Pedro Kropotkine. $1.20. Santiago de Chile: 

Luisa Soto, C'orreo 5, Casilla 6010.
“ Die Nenschopfung der Gesellschaft durch den Koniniunistischcn Anarcliismus.” 

Von Pierre Ramus. Wien-Klosterneuburg: “Erkenntnis und Befreiung,” 
Schiessstattegralien 237.

“Dus Ahos en Rusia.” Por Emma Goldman. 
700 Greenwich Street. 

“Dictatura y Revolucion.
Malutesta. ‘
Editorial Argonauts, Casilla de Correo 1943.

C'ancionero Revolucionario.” $0.40. Santiago de Chile: Armando Trivino, 
Correo 5, Casilla 6010.

“Ma Vie: R6cit d’une Paysanne Busse.” Revu et Corrige par Leon Tolstoi. 
6fr 50c. Paris: Bernard Grasset, 61 Rue deB Saint-Pires.

“ L’lllcgalisme Annrchiste.” Par E. Armand. 30c. Orleans: “L’en Dehors,” 
22 Citi Saint-Joseph.

Labour Party and Liberals
The gains of the Labour Party at the General Election have 

given some of its members an exaggerated idea of its possibilities as 
a Government in the near future. They claim to be in favour of 
majority rule, yet are now inclined to forget that for every vote cast 
in their favour two votes were cast against. Their leaders are 
talking of turning the Tories out when Parliament meets. They are 
to move an Amendment to the Address so framed that the Liberals 
must vote for it or risk losing the support of their own constituents. 
It is so simple! No compromise with Asquith or Lloyd George; 
Labour will stand on its own feet and take office. But the Liberals 
have let it be known that they will only vote for an Amendment 
they have helped to draft—and the castle in Spain vanished into 
thin air. Now the Liberals are to be allowed to see the Amendment 
beforehand “ as an act of Parliamentary courtesy.” Of course; if 
the Liberals are to help the Labour Party, the price must be paid. 
The Liberals must have a little salve for a stricken conscience in 
supporting a party whose advent to office, they have said, would 
mean ruin to the country. Besides, Liberals are not in politics “for 
their health,” neither are all of the Labour Party ; and before the 
latter are allowed to step into the £5,000 a year jobs they must agree 
to make some concessions to those whose assistance is so essential. 
It’s a brutal world, and nowhere more brutal than in politics, as the 
young bloods of the Labour Party will learn before they are very 
much older.

East London Anarchist Group.
Open-air meetings every Sunday morning, at 11.30, at Osborn 

Street, Whitechapel, or Sidney Street, Mile End. Group meetings 
on Sunday evenings at Workers’ Friend Club, 62 Fieldgate Street, 
Whitechapel. Secretary, E. Zaidman. Come and give a hand.
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Erkenntnis und Befreiung,

25c. New York: “Aurora,” 

Por Luis Fabbri. Con un Prdlogo de Enrique 
Traducidn de Diego Abad de Santillan. 82.00. Buenos Aires:

” $0.40.
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