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ANARCHIST RECORD
THOUSANDS of arrests have been made 

in occupied and unoccupied France, and 
Petain has recently issued ferocious 

decrees creating special military courts to 
deal with sabotage, and Communist or Anar­
chist activities. This confirms the reports we 
have received that our comrades in France 
are carrying on the struggle against Fascism 
for the emancipation of the workers.

It will be remembered that anarchists were 
gaoled or sent to the “ disciplinary batta­
lions on t'he front line by Daladier and his 
friends. They were denounced as fifth 
columnists by the French Democratic Gov­
ernment. Trade Union leaders had our com­
rades watched by spies in the factories and 
sent them to prison when they dared to 
express their ideas. But who are the Fascists 
now? Who sit with Petain, Laval and their 
fascist friends if not the leaders of the 
French Trade Unions—the Belins and 
Dumoulins, who, like De Mans in Belgium, 
received the Germans with open arms ?

These facts should open the eyes of those 
people who lightly accuse everyone who 
opposes this imperialist war of being fascists. 
Every day in the capitalist Press it is hinted 
that those who oppose the war can only be 
friends of Hitler. We are hardly surprised 
at that; the yellow’journalists who called 

the Spanish anti-fascists Reds, Murderers, 
Bandits, Atheists, and so on, will scarcely 
lose the opportunity to slander us now. But 
we are more surprised when people like 
George Orwell in the “ Partisan Review ” or 
C. A. Smith in “ Left ” also state that those 
who are not in favour of the war now are 
fifth columnists.

No one dares to call the reactionaries now 
in the Government fascists—not even those 
who, right up to the last moment, were the 
friends and ardent admirers of Mussolini, 
Hitler and the Franco fascists. Nobody dares 
to call the Beaverbrooks and Rothermeres 
fascists though they lavished insults and lies 
on anarchists and socialists fighting Fascism 
with bare hands in Spain. Nobody reminds 
the leaders of the Labour Party and of the 
Trade Unions of their attitude of compromise 
at the time of the Abyssinian and Spanish 
wars. These after-the-war anti-fascists are 
hailed as heroes; they have apparently the 
right to teach us lessons—with imprisonment 
included!

These people are prepared to call the anar­
chists fifth columnists, but we can show them 
a record of anti-fascist struggle longer and a 
hundred times more glorious. Anarchists 
fought with all their strength against 
Fascism in Italy. When they were beaten, 
many of them left their country and con-
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tinued the struggle abroad. Only “ illegal ” 
action was left to them; unable to organize 
the Italian people to fight against the regime, 
they tried to strike at the head of it. And 
Schirru and others gave their lives to kill 
Mussolini — at the time regarded as a 
“respectable gentleman,” although now he 
has become a “ stab-in-the-back monster,” 
“ Hitler’s jackal,” and so on!

In Germany the anarchist movement was 
weak and could achieve little. But in Spain 
it fought Fascism by revolution with all its 
energy and power. And it goes on fighting 
Franco now at this moment. Every day the 
Press announces that “anarchist plots ” have 
been discovered, that anarchists have been 
imprisoned or shot.

Is it necessary to add to this record the 
struggles of the anarcho-syndicalist move­
ments in the Scandinavian countries, in South 
America, in Mexico, in Japan?

With such a record vze do not accept to be 
taught by politicians who are only anti­
fascists because it is the safe side to be on 
nowadays. We know that if Fascism comes 
they will strive to retain their cushy jobs 
while we shall be imprisoned, thrust into con­
centration camps, or shot. We claim to know 
how to fight Fascism better than all the 
Churchills, Bevins and Attlees in the world. 
We know that we have to destroy the causes 
of Fascism, that we must get rid of capital­
ism and ruling classes. We must destroy 
Fascism root and branch; that we must 
throw down the present regime with the aim 
of building a new society based not on 
authority, but on the free initiative of indi­
viduals, on their free associations between 
themselves, and on the federations of their 
organisations.
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Reconstruction Fund
THE response to our appeal for the 

Freedom Press Reconstruction Fund 
has been rather disappointing this 

month. Large numbers of our comrades 
and sympathisers have not sent in their con­
tributions yet, and this, of course, renders 
our propaganda work doubly difficult. It is 
essential that our propaganda should not be 
limited in scope now by lack of funds, as the 
attitude of our audiences at the open-air and 
indoor meetings, together with ever-increas­
ing literature sales show that sympathy with 
the cause of Anarchism is growing by leaps 
and bounds. We appeal to all our old 
comrades to come forward and give their 
support to the Fund NOW.
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We have had several letters lost in the post, so any 

contributor not receiving acknowledgment in the 
Press Fund Lists should write to us immediately.

BEVIN ON RUSSIA
“ Russia is no longer a Socialist State Let 

us be honest. She is an imperialism, just like 
ours.

“ I called attention to the fact that Russia 
had started along that road as far back as 
the Trades Union Conference of 1931. I have 
never had any illusions about it.” (Ernest 
Bevin, reported in “ Daily Herald,” 27th 
March, 1940.)

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Behind the gun the Stock Exchange 
Takes a generation’s range.
The oil that bubbles out of mud 
Is dearer made by human blood. 
The orator that makes you join,
Unlike Judas, keeps his coin.
The general and the diplomat
Have never fed a Flanders rat.

W. A. RATHKEY.
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