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HOUSANDS of arrests have been made
in occupied and unoccupied France, and
Petain has recently issued ferocious
decrees creating special military courts to
deal with sabotage, and Communist or Anar-
chist activities. This confirms the reports we
have received that our comrades in F'rance
are carrying on the struggle against Fascism
for the emancipation of the workers.

It will be remembered that anarchists were
gaoled or sent to the ‘ disciplinary batta-
lions '’ on the front line by Daladier and his
friendss @They were denounced as fifth
columnists by the French Democratic Gov-
ernment. Trade Union leaders had our com-
rades watched by spies in the factories and

sent them to prison when they dared to

express their ideas. But who are the Fascists
now? Who sit with Petain, Laval and their
fascist friends if not the leaders of the
French Trade Unions—the Belins and
Dumoulins, who, like De Mans in Belgium,
received the Germans with open arms?

These facts should open the eyes of those
people who lightly accuse everyone who
opposes this imperialist war of being fascists.
Every day in the capitalist Press it is hinted
that those who oppose the war can only be
friends of Hitler. We are hardly surprised
at that; the yellow” journalists who called
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the Spanish anti-fascists Reds, Murderers,
Bandits, Atheists, and so on, will scarcely
lose the opportunity to slander us now. But
we are more surprised when people like
George Orwell in the “ Partisan Review " or
C. A. Smith in “ Left ” also state that those
who are not in favour of the war now are
fifth columnists. '

No one dares to call the reactionaries now
in the Government fascists—not even those
who, right up to the last moment, were the
friends and ardent admirers of Mussolini,
Hitler and the Franco fascists. Nobody dares
to call the Beaverbrooks and Rothermeres
fascists though they lavished insults and lies
on anarchists and socialists fighting Fascism
with bare hands in Spain. Nobody reminds
the leaders of the Labour Party and of the
Trade Unions of their attitude of cgmpromise

at the time of the Abyssinian and Spanish
wars. These after-the-war anti-fascists are

hailed ‘as heroes; they have apparently the

right to teach us lessons—-with imprisonment
included!

These people are prepared to call the anar-
chists fifth columnists, but we can show them
a record of anti-fascist struggle longer and a
hundred times more glorious. Anarchists
fought with all their strength against
Fascism 1n Italy. When they were beaten,
many of them left their country and con-








