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Down with Imperialist intrigues! 
' FOR WORKERS’ REVOLUTION!

THE stubborn resistance which the 
Nazis are meeting in the occupied 
territories and in the countries influ­

enced by the proximity of Hitler’s armies 
gives hope to the revolutionary movements 
now reduced to a few illegal and persecuted 
groups dispersed over the four corners of 
Europe.

But, in view of the dual character of this 
resistance, it is necessary for us to unravel 
very carefully the complicated knot of anti­
Hitler feeling which has manifested itself in 
tendencies and action. And this necessary 
analysis must be carried out not only in the 
occupied countries themselves but also in the 
emigre revolutionary movements abroad. 
The Anglo-Saxon imperialists have por­
trayed the resistance as being patriotic and 
democratic; our role consists in separating 
ourselves from the influences of the rival 
imperialist groups in order to take the road 
of social revolution with our revolutionary 
aims kept clearly in sight.

There has been a revival of activity among 
the French, Italian, and Spanish refugees, 
brought about by press campaigns, by the 
co-ordination of the efforts of the leaders 
representing different racial groups, and 
their official recognition—or the promise of 
official recognition—by Whitehall and Wash­
ington. De Gaulle’s movement already en­
joys the support of Churchill and seeks that 
of Roosevelt by promising bases in Africa. 
On the Italian side the Mazzinian movement 
is little by little taking on the position of 
official representative of Free Italy. They 
attempt to replace the Fascist consulates by

establishing relief centres, sending repre­
sentatives among the Italian prisoners, 
exercising pressure on Lord Halifax regard­
ing the pretentions of Yugo-Slav refugees— 
and those of Churchill also—on Trieste and 
the Dalmatian coastline. Then the Spanish 
refugees are extremely active—both on 
behalf of Negrin as well as Prieto—in order 
to form a provisional government which 
would be accorded official recognition in the 
event of Franco entering the war on Hitler’s 
side. .

We have outlined above the outward and 
public side of the propaganda and agitation 
of the anti-fascist movements abroad; what 
they do not avow, but which exists never­
theless is the long series of bargainings and 
discussions, the pressure brought to bear 
regarding the repartitions of territories and 
spheres of influence, the economic and com­
mercial agreements.

The danger lies in the fact that a large 
number of militant workers and even of 
revolutionaries lend themselves to this un­
savoury game—whether consciously, or 
because they are taken in by the orgy of 
grand declarations about liberty carefully 
worked by the news agencies.

One of the chief factors in maintaining 
this pro-government and pro-imperialist 
anti-fascist attitude is the lack of faith in an 
independent revolutionary movement. This 
lack of faith is natural in groups of emigre 
intellectuals and social democratic move­
ments, but it has also overtaken those sec­
tions of the revolutionary movements which 
originated and grew up in an atmosphere
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of meetings and orders of the day, and 
which nurse the hope of a return to what 
they regard as better times.

Reality, however, differs materially from 
the dreams of old-fashioned democrats. 
The views of the workers of Trieste have 
more value regarding Trieste than the dec­
larations of the Mazzini group; the hopes 
of the Barcelona workers are probably not 
the same as those of Dr. Negrin; and the 
engineers of Paris no doubt think differently 
from General de Gaulle.

While the refugee movements are prepar­
ing new government set-ups, and hope to 
return to their countries in the wake of an 
expeditionary force, with economic contracts 
and military treaties in their pockets, the 
refugee revolutionaries must follow another 
road, less spectacular perhaps, but more 
dangerous, more serious and more solid. 

General De Gaulle is a member of that 
French Democracy which he wants to revive, 
a representative of the same regime which 
crumbled before the first blows of German 
Imperialism. He is not merely a strategist, 
he is also a French bourgeois, a partisan of 
a bankrupt regime. Count Sforza is one of 
those weaklings who allowed Fascism to rise 
in Italy, and who hopes to place his own 
incapacity at the head of an incapable 
government. Negrin is the artisan of the 
defeat and annihilation of a magnificent 
movement. How can the struggles of the 
European workers against their yoke bring 
about the restoration of the incapacity, the 
defeat and bankruptcy of the capitalists and 
the bourgeoisie?

Moreover, the war measures adopted by 
the Democracies direct the new social struc­
ture in anti-democratic channels. They 
partly maintain the interests of the old 
financiers and industrialists, and at the same 
time strangle the meagre rights of the wor­
kers, secured at the price of bloody and ten­
acious struggle; but they also open the door 
to new classes of State functionaries and 
anti-social technicians.

There exists a type of prisoner who de­
fends with his life the governor and war­
ders of the prison when a mutiny takes 
place. This is the role which the directors 
of the conscience of the exiled workers’ 
movements want us to play when they de­
fend their alliance with the De Gaulles, the 
Sforzas, the Negrins and Prietos.

The revolutionary movement has no place 
in the antechambers of the Foreign Offices; 
Socialists should have no access to the 
coffers of the Ministries of Propaganda; the 
Libertarian movement cannot join in the 
queue for places in puppet governments. The 
true militants are those who made the revo­
lutions, who fought against the generals, 
the aristocrats and the bourgeois politicians. 
They have suffered imprisonment and exile, 
have worked illegally and seen their com­
rades in the struggle executed under all the 
democratic regimes, just as they have been 
under Fascism. The cadres in the struggle 
change, but its character remains the same.

In France the succession is an open one. 
In Italy both experiments—democratic and 
fascist-—have been tried. In Spain the un­
derground movement bursts out in spite of 
the overcrowded prisons and the overworked 
executioners. Our army consists of the 
Aragon peasants, the Asturian miners and 
the textile workers of Catalonia; our par­
tisans are the dockers of Marseilles, the 
builders of Paris and the spinners of Nor­
thern France; our strength is in the Italian 
deserters; our men the hundreds of thou­
sands of rebels in the Russian concentration 
camps. We have in the world enough mili­
tants—illegal, restless, roving and eager, to 
form the cadres of those forces.

We have in view no redistribution of ter­
ritories, no government to form. We have 
an old system to liquidate and a New Order 
to crush. Liberal capitalism as it has existed 
in the past cannot survive; the fascist re­
gime that it develops into, based on imperi­
alist struggles and inhuman exploitation, 
cannot last. We hold the right of succes­
sion, and we can vindicate that right if we 
are ready to conquer it. If, in this epoch of 
instability, of transformations, of liquida­
tion, we do not aim at a complete victory, we 
shall be able to achieve nothing. We exiles 
must denounce all imperialist intrigues, must 
try to define clearly our position and our 
line of action; must give our help and sup­
port to the revolutionary movements in the 
countries in which we find ourselves; and 
must recreate an international of action and 
thought. These are our immediate tasks.

This article was sent to us by a French comrade
now in exile in AimeriA* and we have published W
in the columns usually occupied by the Editorial 
article, because we feel it ought to be a stirring call 
to the revolutionary workers of all lands.—Editors.




