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"HENEVER Britain’s ruling class
suffers military defeats it raises the
3 cry to the workers of ‘ Work
“harder ”’! The responsibility for ‘ increasing
production ”’ is passed on from the govern-
ment and the employers down to the mana-
gers and foreman and production com-
mittees, until it finally reaches the workers
themselves. They can’t pass it on to anyone
else! The employers use the meanest tricks,
like sending R.A.F. pilots into the aircraft
factories to appeal for harder work.

The workers cannot increase production
just because they wish to. They do not
control production, and the employers who
do, limit the amount of work so that if an
individual does succeed in increasing his
output, others will be taken out of production
for the army or futile government jobs. The
aggregate of production remains the same.

But it should be noted that the Left—the
C.P. and others—echo this “ work harder”
cry of their’ conservative masters. Thus
Cripps declared to a working class crowd
last Sunday that “ if we had worked harder
we should not have been defeated in Libya.”

The military defeats are not the result of
lack of working class energy—we repeat, it
is not the workers who control production.
Defeats are the result of ruling class in-
efficiency and selfishness, and the impossi-
-bility of reconciling the ever-growing contra-
dictions of capitalism—particularly in its
modern form of Finance-Capital.

The owners of the rubber plantations in
Malaya would not apply a scorched earth
policy. ¥ The government sent inadequate
supplies and reinforcements, so that when
the defenders of the peninsular retreated to
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Singapore they still lacked sufficient air
support. |

British capitalists evade EPT and sabotage
production in the interests of profit. KEven
while the rubber of Malay and the East
Indies falls into Japanese hands the vested
interests of the plantation owners prevent
the development of a synthetic rubber in-
dustry which would nullify such setbacks.
At the same time the export capitalists pre-
vent the expansion of British agriculture for
fear of losing markets after the war, and
so expose the Britsh people to starvation and
consequent defeat. Such people are in-
capable of waging a war against Fascism.
It is no wonder that the Bombay banker, Sir
Victor Sassoon, is reported as saying that
“ there was the choice of copying totalitarian
methods, in part at any rate, or of going
under.” ( Evening News, 7.2. 42 ). More and
more this solution will appeal to the most
powerful controlling groups. They are in-
terested in destroying economic competitors,
and, as their record shows, have no objection
to fascism itself.

But if the effete ruling class are incapable
of fighting fascism without wishing to em-
brace fascist methods themselves, the
workerg are very much interested in fighting
fascism wherever -it develops. At. present
they are shackled by fetters imposed by the
needs of capitalist profit seeking.« In order
to fight fascism and all other oppressions
and injustices they must throw off the
capitalist yoke here and now, before the
British capitalists strangle their efforts en-
tirely and hand them over tied hand and foot
to victorious fascist power as their former
Vichy collaborators did. They must them-








