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W^THENEVER Britain’s ruling class 
suiters military defeats it raises the 

7 cry to the . workers of “ Work 
harder”! The responsibility for “increasing 
production ” is passed on from the govern­
ment and the employers down to the mana­
gers and foreman and production com­
mittees, until it finally reaches the workers 
themselves. They can’t pass it on to anyone 
else! The employers use the meanest tricks, 
like sending R.A.F. pilots into the aircraft 
factories to appeal for harder work. .

The workers cannot increase production 
just because they wish to. They do not 
control production, and the employers who 
do, limit the amount of work so that if an 
individual does succeed in increasing his 
output, others will be taken out of production 
for the army or futile government jobs. The 
aggregate of production remains the same.

But it should be noted that the Left—the 
C.P. and others—echo this “ work harder ” 
cry of their' conservative masters. Thus 
Cripps declared to a working class crowd 
last Sunday that “if we had worked harder 
we should not have been defeated in Libya.” 

The military defeats are not the result of 
lack of working class energy—we repeat, it 
is not the workers who control production. 
Defeats are the result of ruling class in­
efficiency and selfishness, and the impossi­
bility of reconciling the ever-growing contra­
dictions of capitalism—particularly in its 
modem form of Finance-Capital.

The owners of the rubber plantations in 
Malaya would not apply a scorched earth 
policy. The government sent inadequate 
supplies and reinforcements, so that when 
the defenders of the peninsular retreated to

Singapore they still lacked sufficient air 
support.

British capitalists evade EPT and sabotage 
production in the interests of profit. Even 
while the rubber of Malay and the East 
Indies falls into Japanese hands the vested 
interests of the plantation owners prevent 
the development of a synthetic rubber in­
dustry which would nullify such setbacks. 
At the same time the export capitalists pre­
vent the expansion of British agriculture for 
fear of losing markets after the war, and 
so expose the Britsh people to starvation and 
consequent defeat. Such people are in­
capable of waging a war against Fascism. 
It is no wonder that the Bombay banker, Sir 
Victor Sassoon, is reported as saying that 
“ there was the choice of copying totalitarian 
methods, in part at any rate, or of going 
under.” ( Evening News, 7.2.42 ). More and 
more this solution will appeal to the most 
powerful controlling groups. They are in­
terested in destroying economic competitors, 
and, as their record shows, have no objection 
to fascism itself.

But if the effete ruling class are incapable 
of fighting fascism without wishing to em­
brace fascist methods themselves, the 
workers are very much interested in fighting 
fascism wherever it develops. At present 
they are shackled by fetters imposed by the 
needs of capitalist profit seeking.- In order 
to fight fascism and all other oppressions 
and injustices they must throw off the 
capitalist yoke here and now, before the 
British capitalists strangle their efforts en­
tirely and hand them over tied hand and foot 
to victorious fascist power as their former 
Vichy collaborators did. They must them-
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selves seize control of the factories, mines 
and land, and then call on their working 
class comrades in all countries to join them 
in the task of overthrowing governmental 
oppression everywhere. 
CRIPPS.

With the example of Morrison and Bevin 
pulling Tory chestnuts out of the fire, it is 
not altogether surprising that Cripps turned 
down Churchill’s offer of the Ministry of 
Supply. He obviously does not wish to join 
in with this moribund government, and so 
tarnish his political future with its record 
of failures.

Meanwhile, however, his reputation as a 
“ realist,” a man who gets things done, has 
made him say a few things “ out of turn ” 
last week end. Our victory peace plans must 
be made now, he urged, “before the Russians 
get to Berlin. If we do it now we shall 
be less out of the picture ”( Reynolds News. 
8.2.42 ). In other words, Britain has got to 
look out in case it is Stalin and not Churchill 
who dictates the peace terms and allots the 
winnings. We do not share Cripps’ wishful 
optimism about ultimate Russian success, 
but his suggestions indicate the nature of 
our “ complete and absolute alliance ” with 
the Soviet Union. Allies for purposes of 
fighting Germany, they become competitors 
when it comes to sharing the spoils!

But Cripps also had some hard things to 
say about the future work of the Comintern. 
To the disappointment of our “ revolution­
ary ” adherents of Stalinism, it appears that 
this outfit is to go on holiday. Under the 
heading, “Soviet will not export Communism, 
says Cripps,” the Daily Express (10.2.42 ) 
says that “ the former British Ambassador 
to Russia, is convinced that the Soviet 
Government has no desire to interfere with 
other governments of Europe. ‘ It is im­
possible to introduce the system and methods 
of one country into any other country ’ ” 
said Cripps. He added that “ people are in­
clined to be afraid of the spread of Russian 
ideals. The danger is greater if we are in 
hostile than if we are in friendly relation­
ship.” So the alliance is also to protect us 
from the “ ideals ” ( we use his term ) of the 
Soviet Government!
BEAVERBROOK and MACMILLAN

Beaverbrook, one of the most powerful 
capitalists in Britain has moved on to the 
Ministry of Production. We shall see if he 
can make his class confederates relinquish

Betteshanger Strike
THE strike ended with the colliery owners, 

Pearson and Dorman Long, agreeing to pay the 
amount by which the miners’ money fell short 

of the Minimum Wage—although it should be pointed 
out that it was paid 44 ex gratia ” and 44 without 
prejudice ”; presumably in order that this should 
not jeopardise any action by the Company in the 
future. Also, it should be pointed out ( contrary to 
the impression given in some papers )—no money 
was paid for the time the men were on strike.

The decision to return to work was made after 
several hours discussion, during which D. Grenfell, 
Minister for Mines, urged that by returning the 
miners would strengthen his hand when proposing the 
release of their three leaders by the Home Secretary.

Now that the leaders have been released, this must 
automatically lead to a cancellation of the fines im­
posed on the men, as both the gaol sentences and the 
fines were imposed under the same Defence Regu­
lation. No mention of the fines has, however, so far 
appeared in the national press.

Although the miners are to be congratulated on 
the result (apart from the fact that they lost a 
considerable amount in wages ) they should not lose 
sight of the fact that the Government was in this 
case no doubt concerned with the loss of output 
during the strike, and for that reason adopted a 
conciliatory attitude. When there is no 44 national 
emergency” to consider, as has been found in the 
past, the clash of interests between the owners and 
employees becomes sharper. Whilst they are able 
to do so, let«all workers consider how they may 
best organize in order to not only so safeguard their 
day to day interests, but to seize the earliest oppor­
tunity of gaining their freedom from all exploitation 
—by taking control of the means of life themselves 
and using them for the common need of all.

their profits in order to increase production. 
Macmillan, who has taken over the Minis­

try of Supply, was an opponent of the 
Munich policy and a critic of the Chamber- 
lain regime.

But the tying up of' production, as 
we have seen is a question of the rivalries 
within the capitalist class, and their inability 
to preoccupy themselves with anything other 
than profits. Since Mr. Macmillan is related 
to the Duke of Devonshire, is a member of 
the Colonial League, an organization for the 
defence of British Colonial concerns, and has 
interests in the G.W.R. it is clear enough 
that he, too, is merely part of the machine. 
These “ new ” appointments will make no 
difference. We reiterate that the only way 
to fight fascism is for the workers to con­
trol and organize production under their own 
direct control. It is not the men of Munich 
alone who form Hitler’s Fifth Column, but 
the whole capitalist class. Only by the over­
throw of class society itself can the workers 
release their hands for the destruction of 
fascism,
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