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Who are the

| HE Government-controlled press 1s

Traising the invasion cry—though they
do not say whether it is to be the
Germans or the Japs whom we are to expect
this time! We shall not here discuss, how-
ever, questions of the probability, possibility,
or otherwise of invasion of these islands, but
instead consider the real purpose of the
people who raise the invasion scare.

Whenever the cry has been raised it has
been used as an excuse for an increase in the
dictatorial powers of the government and a
worsening of working class conditions. The

general idea is, of course, not new because

governments have always acted on the prin-
ciple that in order to govern men they must
first make them afraid. A fearless mian is
a free man.

The present instance is no exception.
vasion stuff in the newspapers is always ac-
companied by legislation giving the govern-
ment increased powers for oppression. The
Ministry of Labour and National Service has
issued a revised version of the Essential
Works Order, the details of which we have
no space to discuss here. It is sufficient to
note that the newspapers have reported it
under such headlines as ‘ Idleness through
Strikes—a New Order,” “ Employers Given
- New Power to Dismiss,” etc. Obviously
Bevin intends by this new order to try and
curtail the effectiveness of strike action—in
case of invasion, of course. Along with it
g0 measures to tighten up control on Labour
by penalties for “ unpunctuality ”’ and so on.
The Evening Standard recently (4.3.42) re-
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ported the case of a man, a laboratory assis-
tant ‘“in the employment of the Gas Light
and Coke Co., who was stated to be ‘an
absolutely indispensable man engaged on
vital work’ who was fined £20 or three
months imprisonment . . for leaving his em-
ployment without the permission of the
National Service Officer.”” This worker gave
as a reason for his action “ that he was not
paid enough. He said he was only drawing
labourers’ wages.” It is hardly necessary
to point out that the management could have
retained his services without any break in
the “absolutely indispensable and vital work”
quite easily if they had paid him a higher
wage. But the National Service Officer is
there to see that they can get their “ indis-
pensable men ” without having to pay the
price. As we pointed out at the time of its
introduction, the Essential Works Order was
not aimed at maintaining a reserve of labour
power—that would have maintained itself
anyway—but was a piece of legislation
specifically designed to prevent the worker
deriving advantage from the wartime rela-
tive labour shortage in the shape of an in-

.crease in wages. The case of the G.L.C. em-

ployee amply bears this contention out.

Further Food Control

It has been becoming more and more clear
that the government aims at establishing a
stranglehold control over the food supplies
of the workers. Rationing has been exten-

- ded not merely to scarce foods, but to most

essential foodstuffs. Absolute control over
essential means of life are thus assured to
the ruling power. The tightening up of food
control and extension of the points rationing
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