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Who are the IN VA MUIS/
THE Government-controlled press is 

raising the invasion cry—though they 
do not say whether it is to be the 

Germans or the Japs whom we are to expect 
this time! We shall not here discuss, how­
ever, questions of the probability, possibility, 
or otherwise of invasion of these islands, but 
instead consider the real purpose of the 
people who raise the invasion scare.

Whenever the cry has been raised it has 
been used as an excuse for an increase in the 
dictatorial powers of the government and a 
worsening of working class conditions. The 
general idea is, of course, not new because 
governments have always acted on the prin­
ciple that in order to govern men they must 
first make them afraid. A fearless irian is 
a free man.

The present instance is no exception. In­
vasion stuff in the newspapers is always ac­
companied by legislation giving the govern­
ment increased powers for oppression. The 
Ministry of Labour and National Service has 
issued a revised version of the Essential 
Works Order, the details of which we have 
no space to discuss here. It is sufficient to 
note that the newspapers have reported it 
under such headlines as “ Idleness through 
Strikes—a New Order,” “ Employers Given 
New Power to Dismiss,” etc. Obviously 
Bevin intends by this new order to try and 
curtail the effectiveness of strike action—in 
case of invasion, of course. Along with it 
go measures to tighten up control on Labour 
by penalties for “ unpunctuality ” and so on. 
The Evening Standard recently (4.3.42) re­

ported the case of a man, a laboratory assis­
tant “ in the employment of the Gas Light 
and Coke Co., who was stated to be ‘an 
absolutely indispensable man engaged on 
vital work ’ who was fined £20 or three 
months imprisonment . . for leaving his em­
ployment without the permission of the 
National Service Officer.” This worker gave 
as a reason for his action “ that he was not 
paid enough. He said he was only drawing 
labourers’ wages.” It is hardly necessary 
to point out that the management could have 
retained his services without any break in 
the “absolutely indispensable and vital work” 
quite easily if they had paid him a higher 
wage. But the National Service Officer is 
there to see that they can get their “ indis­
pensable men ” without having to pay the 
price. As we pointed out at the time of its 
introduction, the Essential Works Order was 
not aimed at maintaining a reserve of labour 
power—that would have maintained itself 
anyway—but was a piece of legislation 
specifically designed to prevent the worker 
deriving advantage from the wartime rela­
tive labour shortage in the shape of an in­
crease in wages. The case of the G.L.C. em­
ployee amply bears this contention out.

Further Food Control
It has been becoming more and more clear 

that the government aims at establishing a 
stranglehold control over the food supplies 
of the workers. Rationing has been exten­
ded not merely to scarce foods, but to most 
essential foodstuffs. Absolute control over 
essential means of life are thus assured to 
the ruling power. The tightening up of food 
control and extension of the points rationing



at a moment like the present, when the rigours of 
winter time feeding difficulties might reasonably have 
been expected to lighten, is also to be brought ip 
under the invaluable scares about invasion—“ Hitler’s 
Spring Offensive ” etc.

Intolerance of Criticism
At the same time the government has been steadily 

becoming less and less tolerant of criticism. Churchill 
can no longer explain away the defeats which have 
characterized his regime by means of scapegoats. 
So he makes every criticism an issue for a vote of 
confidence. Critics are denounced as “ breakers of 
the nation’s unity at a moment of crisis ” and are 
sternly brought into line. As for the invaluable 
“ Municheers,” the “ guilty men ” of eighteen months 
ago, they have served and outworn their purpose. 
The stooges of the ruling class cannot shout “ Chur­
chill Must Go ” as a substitute for the former battle­
cry of “ Chamberlain Must Go.” The next step is 
therefore obvious; they must suppress hostile criti­
cism ( even friendly criticism will finally have to 
be proscribed ). And of course the man who criti­
cises authority at the moment when “ invasion can 
be daily expected ” is clearly a breaker of national 
unity, a stabber in the back, an agent of Hitler. We 
may expect further legislation of the “ spreading 
Doubt and Despondency ” type.

Uses and Limitations of the Home Guard
The Home Guard have now been given the power 

to “ arrest or question ” any “ suspected person.” 
Meanwhile a new Defence Law has been promulgated 
whereby “ anyone must do any work in Battle area,” 
as the News Chronicle put it—also under the caption 
“ if invaders come,” and the article adds “ or if enemy 
action on land . . is immediately expected.” The 
government now have the power ( according to press 
reports ) to drag people from their beds to dig 
trenches or erect tank obstacles even without an in­
vasion—just as part of “ exercises.” One can imagine 
the feelings of a dock labourer tired after a days 
work who has been dragged out of bed to go and 
play at Boy Scouts with the Home .Guard, and then 
having to be at work on time in the morning on 
pain of penalties for unpunctuality!

According to many reports which have 
appeared in the press, the Home Guard seems 
to be very indifferently equipped. Factory
guards are particularly poorly armed; and 
where a few obsolete rifles, broken down machine 
guns and bayonets are available, the men are not 
trusted with them. Instead they are locked up in the 
armoury, and the key is kept by the factory 
management. Meanwhile army pundits and other 
enthusiasts talk about the value of pikes and even 
bows and arrows as weapons against the invader. 
But it is obvious that so inadequately armed a force 
could only be a chopping block for invading parachute 
troops or assault battalions. '

•

On the other hand the Home Guard, inadequately 
equipped even as it is at present, could be quite for­
midable to an unarmed and unorganized working 
class. It seems reasonable to conclude that it was 
designed for this purpose. In the early days, when 
other left wing bodies were acclaiming the H.G. as a 
“People’s Army,” we pointed out that it could be 
nothing but a strike breaking force, having nothing 
at all in common with the Spanish workers’ and 
peasants’ militias to which it was so often compared 

by the British Guerilla leaders of Osterley Park and 
others of the “ Left.” What the government is pre­
paring is a counter-revolutionary force and powers 
against a possible revolution.

»

The Real Invaders
Who are the real invaders? They are the people 

who have seized the land, who rob the workers of 
the fruits of their labour; the people who have en­
slaved us and degraded us, who threaten our lives with 
want, who send the young workers to fight for their 
profits and plunder. These are the real invaders— 
the capitalists and financiers and landlords of Britain 
who arm themselves all the time against the workers 
through their control of the state and its legal 
machinery and power of oppression. And in the face 
of the rising opposition of the workers the ruling 
class here will ally itself with the ruling class abroad 
whether allied or enemy in order to defend and main­
tain their domination. The “ emergency powers ” 
which are rushed through under cover of invasion 
scares show, on analysis, that the ruling class here 
will act in the same manner as their counterparts in 
France—to defend their class positions they will sell 
out the workers to Fascism. The real fight against 
fascism can only come from the workers themselves, 
and only when they have thrown off the shackles of 
capitalist bondage. 
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