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May Day March 1942

MAY DAY 1942 finds the 
workers all over the world ap­
parently going hand-in-hand 
with their worst enemies—capi­
talist exploiters and ruthless 
dictators. But before they be­
come entirely friendly with their 
class enemy, before they become 
willing slaves, it will be neces­
sary for them to forget the 
meaning of liberty entirely.

In fascist, democratic and
communist countries alike, poli­
ticians will use May Day as
another pretext for trying to
dope the people, and make them 
Relieve that they cannot manage 
their own affairs without their
help, that they look, after the 
workers’ interests much better 
than the workers could them­
selves.

They will explain May Day as 
a day of solidarity not between 
the workers of all lands, but be­
tween “all sections of the com­
munity”—that is to say, 
between bosses and men. They 
will demand that the workers 
win the war for them more 
quickly by ceasing to carry on 
their own class struggle, and by 
massacring wholesale other 
workers who are gagged and ex­
ploited just the same as them­
selves.

We anarchists take the oppor­
tunity to declare our fundamen­
tal opposition to all governments 
and all parties whose only con­
cern is to keep the people down.

Conway Hall Sunday, 6.30 p.m.
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We declare our determination always to fight 
against the boss class, and those who rule 
over the working-class. The employers’ 
men, Labour Party officials, communist poli­
ticians, Trade Union bureaucrats are all the 
enemies of the workers, just as much as 
Roosevelt and Ford, Churchill and Nuffield. 
They are all “swarms of cringers, dogfaces, 
lice of politics.”

We must realize their real role and regard 
them as dangerous enemies who must be ex­
posed. We can then build up an industrial 
organization which cannot become merely 
the instrument of the Bevins and Citrines, 
but will represent the will of the workers 
themselves. Syndicates built up to embrace 
all the workers in one industry in the same 
organization will be able to destroy the old 
system and create the new society.

We must throw overboard the political 
“ weapons ” which the ruling class has 
granted to its subjects. The right to vote 
or to sit on production committees only de­
ceive the people and prevent them from using 
their real power against their exploiters.

We must use the arms which have never 
failed whenever there were men courageous 
enough to use them. Far more lasting 
victories have been won for the workers by 
strikes, boycotts, mass action? reliance on 
our own strength, than by parliamentary 
methods. If the victories gained by direct 
action have been lost again, it is because the 
working-class have returned to political 
methods.

We are not taken in by the false calls to 
solidarity issued by the Labour leaders and 
communist acrobats. The workers are not 
contented with half measures, with merely 
a five-shilling increase in wages. Wages and 
money are all sources of inequality whereby
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rulers try to divide the ranks of the workers; 
they must be abolished.

May Day can teach two grim lessons to 
the workers. The judicial murder of the 
anarchist militants by the State in Chicago 
in 1887 showed clearly that the ruling class 
does not stop short at killing those who fight 
against its cruelty and oppression. But the 
more recent assasination of our anarchist 
comrades by communists and socialists in the 
Barcelona May Day of 1937—only five years 
ago—shows that it is not only the capitalist 
ruling class who have a monopoly of crimes 
of violence against the militant workers. 
All those in power, or who aspire to power, 
are alike ruthless in their attempts to ex­
terminate the revolutionists who fearlessly 
expose them. These are the lessons of May 
Day that the workers must never forget, 
these are the crimes against their comrades 
which they must avenge.

But every year swells the bloodstrewn 
record of the sacrifice of these heroic 
workers fighting for liberty. . The bloodshed 
will only be ended by the workers acting in 
solidarity with one another in all lands to 
overthrow their class oppressors every­
where. To prevent more sacrifices we must 
make the social revolution and end class di­
visions now, before starvation and dis­
illusionment and useless slaughter bring 
forth a sterile revolt of despair.
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We know that we are doing a useful job of 
work in running Freedom Press. Our know­
ledge of the growing rapidity of the sales 
of our books and pamphlets, and of this 
paper, proves it. It is no easy task to maintain 
the present steady flow of literature from our 
offices: we must have the cash to do the job. 
We have no salaries to pay, but the cost of 
paper, printing, etc., means that the need for 

■more money is urgent.
No paper is printed at a profit. The profit 

comes from advertising revenue. We have 
none. The only way we can maintain our 
paper as an independent organ is by 
donations to our Press Fund by our friends. 
You have helped us to keep the flag flying in 
the past. Let us keep on with the job.




