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Militant Action by Miners

N the past fortnight .more than 20,000

I miners came out on strike 1n protest
against the foul conditions and fantastically

low wages justified by capitalists and trade
union leaders alike, under the cloak of national

emergency. This wave of strikes, embracing
collieries in South Wales, Lancashire, York-
shire and Staffordshire, is of tremendous
significance at the present time. It shows two
things most clearly. Firstly, that militant
working-class action is not to be stifled by the
entry of so-called workers’ leaders into coali-
tion with the capitalist class. Secondly, that
the workers know where their interests lie,
despite the efforts of the labour leaders to cloud
the issue, and are prepared to over-ride their
decisions, ignore théir advice and risk con-
siderable terms of imprisonment in defence of
their rights.
Conditions in pits,

It is particularly important to realise the
prevailing conditions in the pits, for if such
conditions - exist and mine owners refuse to
concede to the workers’ demands when the
whole question of coal is of vital importance
to the capitalist war machine, it can easily be
imagined how grim will be the miners position
in the post-war years if capitalism is allowed
to exist . . . At a colliery in the Rhondda
valley, for example, where nearly a thousand
pit boys took part in a mass protest rally
against wages and conditions, it was revealed,
among other things, that the average wage of
a youth of 17 years, working all day under-
ground, was less than £2 per week and that
the work performed by the pit boys for this

- wage was in numerous cases the work of an

adult, and included timber carrying, dumping
and other particularly strenuous labour. And
this is not in any way exceptional for the maxi-

mum wage of youths of 20-and 21 in the whole
of Rhondda is no more than £2 J5s. per week.
Adult wages are equally fantastic all over the
country; many miners are receiving no more
than £3 per week and hundreds of thousands
are paid under £4. And all this at a time when
the miners are working at increased pressure

and creating gigantic profits for the mine

owners !
Mortality among miners. |
In addition the rate of mortality is particu-
larly high. The latest figures show that be-
tween 1936 and 1941, over 51,000 men were
killed in the pits, that is to say an average of
about 10,000 a year. Injuries of a serious
nature averaged close on 200,000 a year over
the past four years. Many men are continually
leaving the pits suffering from disease, and
silicosis, a disease which predisposes a man to
tuberculosis, is by no means uncommon in
mining districts.

Government invites one in four youths to die
in pits.

death rate among young miners 1s

The

enormous. According to the figures published.

by the Miners Federation the death ratio
among youths is one in four. Thousands of
deaths in mining districts can be attributed to
disease or injury from pit work in youth.
It is particularly interesting to note in this
connection, that as reported in “War Com-
mentary ” last fortnight, at an inquest of a
15 year-old boy who was killed in a’ Black-
wood pit when the roof collapsed, the
coroner remarked, “ It seems an awful pity that
a child of 15, who should be at school—for that is
all he really is—should be working underground.”
Yet -it is-a well-known fact that hundreds of
boys just left school, are working under-
ground; and that this is encouraged by the
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