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Militant Action bn Miners
IN the past fortnight more than 20,000 

miners came out on strike in protest 
against the foul conditions and fantastically 

low wages justified by capitalists and trade 
union leaders alike, under the cloak of national 
emergency. This wave of strikes, embracing 
collieries in South Wales, Lancashire, York­
shire and Staffordshire, is of tremendous 
significance at the present time. It shows two 
things most clearly. Firstly, that militant 
working-class action is not to be stifled by the 
entry of so-called workers’ leaders into coali­
tion with the capitalist class. Secondly, that 
the workers know where their interests lie, 
despite the efforts of the labour leaders to cloud 
the issue, and are prepared to over-ride their 
decisions, ignore their advice and risk con’ 
siderable terms of imprisonment in defence of 
their rights.

Conditions in pits.
It is particularly important to realise the 

prevailing conditions in the pits, for if such 
conditions exist and mine owners refuse to 
concede to the workers’ demands when the 
whole question of coal is of vital importance 
to the capitalist war machine, it can easily be 
imagined how grim will be the miners position 
in the post-war years if capitalism is allowed 
to exist ... At a colliery in the Rhondda 
valley, for example, where nearly a thousand 
pit boys took part in a mass protest rally 
against wages and conditions, it was revealed, 
among other things, that the average wage of 
a youth of 17 years, working all day under­
ground, was less than £2 per week and that 
the work performed by the pit boys for this 
wage was in numerous cases the work of an 
adult, and included timber carrying, dumping 
and other particularly strenuous labour. And 
this is not in any way exceptional for the maxi­

mum wage of youths of 20 and 21 in the whole 
of Rhondda is no more than £2 5s. per week. 
Adult wages are equally fantastic all over the 
country; many miners are receiving no more 
than £3 per week and hundreds of thousands 
are paid under £4. And all this at a time when 
the miners are working at increased pressure 
and creating gigantic profits for the mine 
owners !

Mortality among miners.
In addition the rate of mortality is particu­

larly high. The latest figures show that be­
tween 1936 and 1941, over 51,000 men were 
killed in the pits, that is to say an average of 
about 10,000 a year. Injuries of a serious 
nature averaged close on 200,000 a year over 
the past four years. Many men are continually 
leaving the pits suffering from disease, and 
silicosis, a disease which predisposes a man to 
tuberculosis, is by no means uncommon in 
mining districts.
Government invites one in four youths to die 

f in pits.
The death rate among young miners is 

enormous. According to the figures published 
by the Miners Federation the death ratio 
among youths is one in four. Thousands of 
deaths in mining districts can be attributed to 
disease or injury from pit work in youth. 
It is particularly interesting to note in this 
connection, that as reported in “War Com­
mentary ” last fortnight, at an inquest of a 
15 year-old boy who was killed in a Black­
wood pit when the roof collapsed, the 
coroner remarked, “ It seems an awful pity that 
a child of 15, who should be at school—for that is 
all he really is—should be working underground.” 
Yet <it is a well-known fact that hundreds of 
boys just left school, are working under­
ground ; and that this is encouraged by the
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. We ask our readers to be prompt in renewing their 
subscriptions, and to settle their accounts for literature 
as soon as possible. That will help. But if they can 
send a contribution to the Press Fund it will help 
further. DO IT NOW!

MAY 1942The response to our appeal has not been very good 
last 
how

-

iK'

U

activities of the C.P. in this direction. 
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month in spite of the fact that we had explained 
much Freedom Press was in need of funds. The 

need is greater than ever. We are obliged to reprint 
almost all our pamphlets, as they are out of print, 
due to rapid sales. But it takes time before the money 
for literature sales comes in, and we must pay our 
printer and paper suppliers NOW.
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Government itself is shown by the fact that 
the official bulletin on “ Coal,” issued by 
H.M. Stationery Office states: “ More lasting 
remedies must be found for closing the gaps 
between normal entry into, and exit from, the 
industry by increasing the entry of boys and 
youths, and by checking the outflow of older 
men.” The worthy coroner, it would seem, 

, must put aside his humanitarian feelings in the 
realisation that the system which he upholds 
is perfectly prepared to employ boys “who 
should be at school ” in the most arduous 
labour, if it is necessary in its struggle to 
defend its imperial interests !

Labour and Communist Party Leaders 
advocate maintenance of conditions. 

/ But all the onus for this state of affairs must 
not fall on the heads of the mine owners and 
the capitalist interests in the Government. 
Bevin, Morrison, and the rest of the Labour 
leaders, both in and outside the Government 

- must bear their share of the responsibility. 
The Labour Party offers no concrete solution 
to the present conditions, and every time a 
strike breaks out, the Government rushes 
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Labour Party speakers down to the colliery 
: in question to try and convince the miners that 
this is not the time for working-class action. 

As might be expected, the role of the Com­
munist Party is equally vicious. Everywhere
Communist Party leaders are imploring the 
striking miners to return to work and to put 
up with the intolerable conditions. At a recent 
Young Communist League rally in London, a 
young miner made a pathetic speech regarding 
the
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Why should not the young miners protest 
against the wages and condition*; which are 
being forced upon them, when one out of four 
of their number are dying as a direct result 
of such conditions ? But the C.P. goes even 
further. Arthur Horner, prominent Stalinist, 
writing in “Labour Monthly” (June, 1942), 
says: “It is certain before the war is ended, many 
sacrifices will be called for from the miners . . . 
I am sure that when the situation demands sacri­
fices . . . the miners will be* ready to carry their 
fair share of the burden, ensuring that others do 
similarly.93 The striking miners think that they 
are already carrying far too heavy a burden; 
the Communist Party, however, would have 
them stumble on.

Miners shout down C«P. spokesman.
But that the miners have rather different 

ideas than Mr. Horner and his ilk, is shown 
by the hostility which the C.P. collaborators 
are receiving in the pits. Everywhere the 
party is treated with the contempt it deserves. 
At a mass protest meeting of pit-boys at 
Trealaw in the Rhondda, Jack Davies, so-called 
miners’ representative did his best to convince 
the boys that their action was treacherous to 
working-class interests. He received a stormy 
reception, and was forced, amid booes and cat­
calls to give up the struggle.

The miners can expect no assistance from 
the political Labour movement, the-slave of 
the Capitalist war-lords. They must continue 
to rely on their strength, their own ideas, their 
own understanding of the class struggle if 
they wish to conquer. We send them greetings 
of solidarity.
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