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TWOPENCE.

The Fourth Winter

IHREE YEARS of war, hdve passed; Autumn

is here. Soon winter will be upon us. The bare trees,
the rain and bitter wind will herald the fourth winter
of war. Then let us recall the happy dreams and
careless prophesies of that autumn of 1939.

How easy it was to be, this little war: “Over
by Christmas”—over in six months.” Do you recall
the official statements, the expert opinions, the neu-
trals just returned from Germany. All told of the
imminent collapse of the enemy. His tanks were
mostly dummies made of plywood.  Germany was
ready to rise against the Nazis. Hitler had no tin
or rubber and only sufficient oil for 20 per cent.
of his needs. - Hitler had not the money to run a war.
The Germans were starving. All the world was
aching to fight for wus.

Let us consider how the war is succeeding in
ending Nazism and preserving freedom—for that we
were told is why this war is being fought. During
these three years millions of men, women and child-
ren, have perished in the battlefields of France, the
Balkans and in Russia, in the ocean or in air-raids.
Yet the Nazis, Hitler, Goering and all who influence
the Nazi Party (save one who fell from the bullet of

a rebel) yet live and hold power, their only fear that |

of a natural death.

The chief weapon in this “fight against Fascism”
was, and is, the bombing plane. Do bombs destroy
Hitlerism? Are they dropped on Nazi chiefs, on the
raling class of Germany? No! Berchesgarten has
not been bombed (though the Press reported an
empty beer bottle dropped there by an R.A.F. ser-
geant). Munich, the stronghold of the Nazi Party,
is left unscathed, while the heaviest raids are concen-
trated on the most thoroughly working-class cities.
Hamburg, Bremen and the Ruhr have received a

heavier load of bombs than all the rest of Germany.
Hamburg the Communist stronghold; Bremen of
the Social-Democracy; the Ruhr—stronghold of
Marxism and the trade unions. Berlin has not suff-
ered many raids, but when it was being raided, how
often we read that the bombs had fallen on Neukoln,
Red Neukoln—the fortress of the Communist prole-
tariat!

Nor are our bombs reserved for Germans alone.
Our “gallant allies” the French, the Belgians and the
Greeks are feeling the blows from the skies, we are
told they long for. Is there anyone outside of a
lunatic asylum who really believes that Nazism can
be destroyed by aerial bombs dropped on the indust-
rial workers?” What are we to think of trade union
leaders who glory in the massacre of their trade
union brothers of other lands, of Labour men who
rejoice in the destruction of Social-Democratic
workers, and of Communists who hail the raids on
Communist Hamburg or the Red belt of Paris as a
victory over Fascism.

Imperialist war does not destroy Fascism! Fas-
cism is not imported from abroad. It grows out of
certain property relations. These relations exist in
Germany, Italy, Russia, France, Britain and every
country in the world. As the crisis of capitalism
deepens, the state becomes more repressive and total-
itarian. Because Germany was one of the weakest
of the capitalist countries it became totalitarian be-
fore the West, but war is itself an indication of the
acute social problem and as it proceeds must turn the
“democratic” nations completely totalitarian.

Here is an extract from a description of totalit-

arianism published in 1939.
“The “total state” extends the sphere of state in-









