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The l<...... Hi Winter
TThree YEARS of war, have passed; Autumn 

is here. Soon winter will be upon us. The bare trees, 
the rain and bitter wind will herald the fourth winter 
of war. Then let us recall the happy dreams and 
careless prophesies of that autumn of 1939.

How easy it was to be, this little war: “Over 
by Christmas”—over in six months.” Do you recall 
the official statements, the expert opinions, the neu­
trals just returned from Germany. All told of the 
imminent collapse of the enemy. His tanks were 
mostly dummies made of plywood. Germany was 
ready to rise against the Nazis. Hitler had no tin 
or rubber and only sufficient oil for 20 per cent, 
of his needs. Hitler had not the money to run a war. 
The Germans were starving. All the world was 
aching to fight for us.

Let us consider how the war is succeeding in 
ending Nazism and preserving freedom—for that we 
were told is why this war is being fought. During 
these three years millions of men, women and child­
ren, have perished in the battlefields of France, the 
Balkans and in Russia, in the ocean or in air-raids. 
Yet the Nazis, Hitler, Goering and all who influence 
the Nazi Party (save one who fell from the bullet of 
a rebel) yet live and hold power, their only fear that 
of a natural death.

The chief weapon in this “fight against Fascism” 
was, and is, the bombing plane. Do bombs destroy 
Hitlerism? Are they dropped on Nazi chiefs, on the 
ruling class of Germany? No! Berchesgarten has 
not been bombed (though the Press reported an 
empty beer bottle dropped there by an R.A.F. ser­
geant). Munich, the stronghold of the Nazi Party, 
is left unscathed, while the heaviest raids are concen­
trated on the most thoroughly working-class cities. 
Hamburg, Bremen and the Ruhr have received a 

heavier load of bombs than all the rest of Germany. 
Hamburg the Communist stronghold; Bremen of 
the Social-Democracy; the Ruhr—stronghold of 
Marxism and the trade unions. Berlin has not suff­
ered many raids, but when it was being raided, how 
often we read that the bombs had fallen on Neukoln, 
Red Neukoln—the fortress of the Communist prole­
tariat !

Nor are our bombs reserved for Germans alone. 
Our “gallant allies” the French, the Belgians and the 
Greeks are feeling the blows from the skies, we are 
told they long for. Is there anyone outside of a 
lunatic asylum who really believes that Nazism can 
be destroyed by aerial bombs dropped on the indust­
rial workers?’ What are we to think of trade union 
leaders who glory in the massacre of their trade 
union brothers of other lands, of Labour men who 
rejoice in the destruction of Social-Democratic 
workers, and of Communists who hail the raids on 
Communist Hamburg or the Red belt of Paris as a 
victory over Fascism.

. Imperialist war does not destroy‘Fascism! Fas­
cism is not imported from abroad. It grows out of 
certain property relations. These relations exist in 
Germany, Italy, Russia, France, Britain and every 
country in the world. As the crisis of capitalism 
deepens, the state becomes more repressive and total­
itarian. Because Germany was one of the weakest 
of the capitalist countries it became totalitarian be­
fore the West, but war is itself an indication of the 
acute social problem and as it proceeds must turn the 
“democratic” nations completely totalitarian.

Here is an extract from a description of totalit­
arianism published in 1939.

“The “total state” extends the sphere of state in-
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fluence over the whole of life5 public as well as pri­
vate, and exacts full submission of the individual to 
the demands of the State.” (Penguin Political Dict­
ionary.)

Is that not just exactly what has been happening 
in Britain these past three years? Military conscript­
ion from youth to old-age. Industrial conscription, 
the Essential Works Order and gaol for late comers. 
Compulsory fire-watching of business premises and
forced A.R.P. and Home Guard service.

I w

The compulsion of war is not (as in other wars) 
restricted to men. Women too, must suffer forced 
labour, imprisonment, banishment from home, slave 

- fire-watching and military service. It is even
suggested, by one of Bevin’s labour bosses, that 
women be compelled to do coal mine work. Even 
motherhood shall not escape the State! The child­
ren may be deposited in left-luggage offices called 
creches.

Swiftly the State extends its grip to children, 
they too must register in their age groups. Ever 
younger groups are being cajoled or threatened into 
wearing the uniform of the army, navy or air force.
Babies in uniform!

«■ -

In industry, agriculture and commerce the State 
tightens its grip until it is easier to grow carrots 
than to fill in the forms of the Ministry of Agricult­
ure, less laborious to manufacture commodities, than 
to disentangle the red tape of half-a-dozen ministries. 

The system grows like a snowball descending a 
steep hill. Are we heading for liberty —or Fascism? 

While the worker sees his wages melt, his work 
intensify and his organisations being hamstrung, he 
cannot perceive any curtailment of the rights of 
property.. The boss remains a boss; profits must go 
on; wealth must not be conscipted.

The democratic screens erected to hide the 
class nature of society are soon torn down. The At­
lantic Charter, so appauded by Socialists,.Commun­
ists and Lefts, collapses at the first test. Self-deter­
mination for all nations—and when India claims in­
dependence, then the Charter does not apply to India

Freedom, Democracy, Anti-fascism! What 
have they in common with imperialist war?

And what of the parties which were to lead 
in the fight against War and Fascism? The Labour 
Party in 1939 jumped to the aid of its masters even 
quicker than in 1914. The Communist Party after 
the dithering caused by Stalin’s pact with Hitler,^re­
sponded gladly to the “change of line”. Like prodig­
als returning home, they rushed to the service of
Churchill. In three months they became more imper­
ialist than any labour leader became in three years. 
Beside them the Conservatives look like long-haired 
radicals.

No party can oppose the state, even if the party 
claims to be revolutionary, for the party is the State 
in embryo. No State — no party. When the State 
is in danger all parties rally to its call, none can offer 
any true opposition. No political party can oppose 
Fascism in truth, for Fascism is but the national de­
velopment of the State. Who worships the State 
must admire Fascism, the State at its greatest devel­
opment. Examine the programme and “demands” 
of all political parties and there see totalitarianism. 

We are against Fascism—because we are against 
the State. Fascism cannot be crushed on foreign 
battlefields. It must be fought where it appears— 
in social war. It can be defeated by destroying the 
capitalism which gave it birth.

As we face the fourth winter of war we ask 
“how many more?” Sir Earle Page, Australian rep­
resentative to London, said that “he had no reason 
to alter his belief that the,Axis would win the first 
four years of the war and the Allies the last six— 
making a 10-year struggle” Sunday Express 23/8/42 

As Macbeth said, “there is to-morrow and to­
morrow/’ so do we all think there is winter and 
winter and winter. Each years’ end finding the 
worlds workers weaker.

To the icy wind is added the weariness of over­
work, the gnawings of hunger and the burden of 
tyranny.

But, through these gloomy mists appears, now 
faint, though growing, a light. Mankind will not 
for ever suffer such meaningless bloodshed. Through­
out the world they will cry “enough!” Then let 
tyrants tremble, for the toilers cannot end the blood­
shed., except they end the rule of privilege and 
property. When that day comes, as come it must, 
let us be in the front rank of Freedom’s forces, shap­
ing the instinctive revolt to a conscious constructive 
force, creating a new society. «We shall build anew 
the ruined cities of the world, we shall tend the 
wounded and cherish the young. We shall banish 
hunger and tyranny and war. We shall glow in the 
sunshine of Freedom and Comradeship.
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