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THE SECOND FRONT has opened, not on

the shores of Flanders, but on the banks of Coaly

Tyne; not against the barbarous Nazi, but against
the scarcely less condemned fitters and boiler-makers
of Newcastle and Wallsend. All sections of the
Press, Liberal, Labour and Conservative, and that
tin can tied to the dog’s tail the ‘Daily Worker’ unite
in the chorus of hate and condemnation.

The ‘News Chronicle (6/10/42) calls the Tyne
Shipyard Strike the “Stupidest-Ever Strike” and
goes on to say “Shipyard workers on Tyneside have
been idle as a protest against the new method of
paying their wages. They are acting in defiance of
their leaders’ advice and in spite of an appeal made
at a meeting of shop stewards by Mr. Harry Pollitt,
leader of the Communist Party.”

“The men refused to start work because they
fear the new agreement entered into last week be-
tween the unions and the employers will rob them of
two days’ pay, and prejudice their position with re-
gard to Sunday work”™.

All this seems very small grounds for fears in
the minds of the ‘News Chronicle’ writer, but what
is small as far away as Fleet Street, may be very im-
portant to the hard-working and poorly paid men of
the Tyne yards.

One might seek in this quotation an inference
that it is only strikes on triwvial issues which the cap-
italist press condemns, but whenever the workers
have fought on an issue which no one could deny as
being important, they have attacked just as bitterly.
When the miners fought against savage cuts of their
already starvation wages; when they fought against
an increase in their working day (which meant a big
increase in fatal accidents) what support did the
capitalist press give? All strikes, except strikes of
journalists, are wrong in Fleet Street.
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But no one with any experience of lesser strikes
will deny that the issue on which the strike is forced
is not the only issue. Such strikes are usually the
culmination of a long series of provocative actions by
the employers. The shipyards are by no means ex-
empt from this rule. Shipbuilding is one of the
world’s most dangerous occupations, (we would wel-
come the sight of journalists and politicians dashing
backwards and forwards along a plank eighty feet or
so above the keel for 821 to 12 hours a day). The
wages, in many branches, are well below those paid
in much lighter industries of the South and very bad
weather often reduces the pay card still further. We
say very bad weather for in ordinary rain, snow and

‘gale the work is carried on with wet feet and chilled

flesh.

To add to the rigours of the work the ship-
building employers impose what must be among the
harshest conditions of employment. We have room
to cite but one which was a cause of aggravation for
years. When the hooter blows at seven-thirty in the
morning the shipyard gates are slammed and locked.
The two minutes grace allowed factory workers, is
not allowed in the yards and the gates are not re-
opened until noon. No notice is (in most shipbuild-
ing districts) taken of bad transport or fog, four-and-
a-half hours pay must be lost.

Consider a multiplicity of these aggravations,
add to them a vast collection of irritants added under
cover of war and then seek the cause of shipyard
strikes!.

THE HOLY ALLIANCE
A strange collection of bureaucrats have assem-

bled to condemn and bully the strikers. The union
leaders, the Minister of Labour, the local mayors,
Flag Officer Admiral Maxwell, Ellen Wilkinson and

Harry Pollitt.








