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The Tyne Shipyard Strike
THE SECOND FRONT has opened, not on 

the shores of Flanders, but on the banks of Coaly 
Tyne; not against the barbarous Nazi, but against 
the scarcely less condemned fitters and boiler-makers 
of Newcastle and Wallsend. All sections of the 
Press, Liberal, Labour and Conservative, and that 
tin can tied to the dog’s tail the ‘Daily Worker’ unite 
in the chorus of hate and condemnation.

The ‘News Chronicle (6/10/42) calls the Tyne 
Shipyard Strike the “Stupidest-Ever Strike” and 
goes on to say “Shipyard workers on Tyneside have 
been idle as a protest against the new method of 
paying their wages. They are acting in defiance of 
their leaders’ advice and in spite of an appeal made 
at a meeting of shop stewards by Mr. Harry Pollitt, 
leader of the Communist Party.”

“The men refused to start work because they 
fear the new agreement entered into last week be­
tween the unions and the employers will rob them of 
two days’ pay, and prejudice their position with re­
gard to Sunday work”.

All this seems very small grounds for fears in 
the minds of the ‘News Chronicle’ writer, but what 
is small as far away as Fleet Street, may be very im­
portant to the hard-working and poorly paid men of 
the Tyne yards.

One might seek in this quotation an inference 
that it is only strikes on trivial issues which the cap­
italist press condemns, but whenever the workers 
have fought on an issue which no one could deny as 
being important, they have attacked just as bitterly. 
When the miners fought against savage cuts of their 
already starvation wages; when they fought against 
an increase in their working day (which meant a big 
increase in fatal accidents) what support did the 
capitalist press give? All strikes, except strikes of 
journalists, are wrong in Fleet Street.
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But no one with any experience of lesser strikes 
will deny that the issue on which the strike is forced 
is not the only issue. Such strikes are usually the 
culmination of a long series of provocative actions by 
the employers. The shipyards are by no means ex­
empt from this rule. Shipbuilding is one of the 
world’s most dangerous occupations, (we would wel­
come the sight of journalists and politicians dashing 
backwards and forwards along a plank eighty feet or 
so above the keel for 8| to 12 hours a day). The 
wages, in many branches, are well below those paid 
in much lighter industries of the South and very bad 
weather often reduces the pay card still further. We 
say very bad weather for in ordinary rain, snow and 
gale the work is carried on with wet feet and chilled 
flesh.

X

To add to the rigours of the work the ship­
building employers impose what must be among the 
harshest conditions of employment. We have room 
to cite but one which was a cause of aggravation for 
years. When the hooter blows at seven-thirty in the 
morning^ the shipyard gates are slammed and locked. 
The two minutes grace allowed factory workers, is 
not allowed in the yards and the gates are not re­
opened until noon. No notice is (in most shipbuild­
ing districts) taken of bad transport or fog, four-and- 
a-half hours pay must be lost.

»

Consider a multiplicity of these aggravations, 
add to them a vast collection of irritants added under 
cover of war and then seek the cause of shipyard 
strikes!.
THE HOLY ALLIANCE ____________________

A strange collection of bureaucrats have assem- 
bled to condemn and bully the strikers. The union 
leaders, the Minister of Labour, the local mayors, 
Flag Officer Admiral Maxwell, Ellen Wilkinson and 
Harry Pollitt.
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TOM BROWN ----- ----- TRADE UNIONISM OR SYNDICALISM?
How often we hear the question “What’s wrong with the Union?”. In factory, ship or mine, in pub 

and club, by non-unionists and trades unionists, the question is raised. In this pamphlet Tom Brown, 
himself an industrial worker, shows up the weaknesses and inconsistencies of the present union organ­
isation. He then goes on to contrast with it the syndicalist methods of workers’ organisation. The 
pamphlet provides a much needed short introduction to syndicalism. 24 pages. 3d. (postage Id.) 
FREEDOM PRESS LIST OF PUBLICATIONS Autumn 1942. NOW READY. If you want a 
copy, send a post card to: FREEDOM PRESS, 27, BELSIZE ROAD, LONDON, N.W.6.
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Of these, the most unseemly is the Communist
crowd, Says the “News Chronicle” (6/10/42) under
the heading “COMMUNISTS WORK”.

“It is significant that, so far as can be asserted,
every known Communist on the Tyne turned up
and reported for work this morning. This is, I

’ understand, what Mr. Harry Pollitt told the shop
stewards at the secret meeting last night. He
urged the stewards to get in contact personally
with as many of the men as possible, and to try
and make them carry on.”

So Pollitt considers the duty of a shop steward
is to go around recruiting blacklegs.

The local C.Pers. use the old boss’s trick of
telling the workers the strike is bound to fail “The
Tyneside District Committee of the Communist
Party has issued a statement to-day appealing to the
men to return to work and accept the total time
agreement: ” .

“‘Call off the strike’ they say ‘which is already
doomed to failure”.” (Daily Worker 7/10/42) The
same issue spreads the usual fables of working class
disunity as in this jingoist story. “Tyneside seamen . opcniy against the workers, 
are bitterly against the strike.” Had it been the sea­
men on strike it would be the shipbuilders who con­
demned it (acording to this imaginative type). The
workers of Tyneside are too well acquainted with
strikes to be taken in by that old-fashioned stuff.

The high-sounding “Engineering and Allied
Trades Shop Stewards National Council” chips in
with a circular to shop stewards asking them to con­
demn the strike, and declaring that only 50 per cent.
of the workers in each enterprise are out. (an ob­
viously untrue statement). In spite of its high-
sounding name, this outfit can be ignored. It is
NOT A TRADE UNION BODY. It has been dis­
owned by the trade union movement. It is a Com­
munist outfit with just another fancy label.
O, BASE INGRATITUDE! t

Scrambling to join the anti-strike brigade, Miss
Ellen Wilkinson joins the chorus.

“She hopes the strikers will lose. She said so
“courageously at a meeting in Newcastle”.

“Nothing could be so disastrous to the future
of the strikers themselves” she declared ‘as that

they should win this strike’ ”
12/10/42.)

What she really means, is that nothing could be so 
disastrous to the future of Ellen, the trade* union bur­
eaucracy and the government.

Now Ellen owes her political career to the ship 
yard workers of the Tyne. When she was rejected 
by other constituencies she sought a refuge in Jarrow 
the shipbuilding town. There she found a warm 
welcome among the unemployed platers and riveters 
who worked without pay for her and contributed 
their precious pennies to the Labour Party’s funds. 
Returned in the election of 1935 she quickly soared 
to a post in the Government. Ellen no longer courts 
the electors of Jarrow. She no longer fears a Gen­
eral Election. It is seven years since the last election; 
it may be seven years to the next. She can reveal 
her true self. “She hopes the strike fails.” Me-ow! 
A poor return to the shipyard workers of the Tyne 
to whom she owes all.

The chief lesson of the strike stands out clearly. 
In times of strife all political parties whether “Lab­
our” or capitalist must increasingly ally themselves 

Political parties are the 
expression of the middle-class who in their moral 
poverty steal the name of Labour. The workers’ 
form of organisation is economic — the union. The 
Lefts support Leftism so long as it means Peoples 
Fronting, that is reviving the corpse of the Liberal 
Party. But in the Class War, they are indistinguish­
able from the most reactionary Conservative.

But real unionism does not mean the degenerate 
trade unionism of to-day. * It can only mean Revolu­
tionary Industrial Unionism, that is Syndicalism. 
The shipyard workers must treat with scorn the 
“advice” of admirals and ex-boiler-makers, (who left 
boiler-making many years ago to take up the less 
strenuous job of telling others to work hard.).

They must scorn, with the deep anger of their 
fathers, the blacklegging activities of the Communist 
Party of petty-middle-class job hunters and tired 
ex-working men, and look to their own strength. 
Forming the Shipbuilders’ Section of the Metal 
Workers’ Syndicate, they will become the power 
Ellen Wilkinson fears. Fraternal greetings to the 
shipyard workers of Tyneside!
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