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Our View of the Beveridge Beport
THE BEVERIDGE PLAN bears a strong resem­
blance to the celebrated ‘land fit for heroes to live in* 
speeches of Lloyd George during the last war. The 
use of it by the press, and still more, the churning of 
it on the B.B.C. foreign programmes supports this 
view. Further examination of the report reveals so 
much uncertainty, so many involved statements and 
so many loopholes as to justify its likeness to the 
Atlantic Charter. It seems to be forgotten that the 
report is but a recommendation and may meet the 
fate of so many reports of Royal Commissions and 
Committees— a place in the dusty shelves of the 
House of Commons library. Yet the press speaks of 
it as though it were already law, instead of a promise 
of pie in the sky.

Nevertheless, much of the report will, undoubt­
edly, be operated, for the recommendations are in 
line with the general political and social development 
of modem times. We must, then, examine carefully 
the report. Much easier said than done. The re­
port covers 300 p4ges of about 200,000 words, but 
the greatest obstacle to reading it is the involved 
style? so beloved of the Civil Service, and the con­
fused schematic arrangement of it. About as thrill­
ing as Marx’s “Capital”.

OUT OF WORK.
The most important item is unemployment ben­

efit. 24/- per week is proposed for each single adult 
male. Compare this with the 25/- offered to single 
adult males at the close of the last war, and recall 
how, owing to the threatening attitude of demobilised 
soldiers and discharged munition workers, the 25/- 
was almost immediately raised to 29/-. Compare 

the 29/- and the cost of living in 1919 with the pro­
posed 24/- and the possible cost of living at the 
close of the present war, or even now. A high de­
gree of working-class militancy will produce a higher 
rate of benefit than the good intentions of Sir 
William Beveridge.

Judged by any standard, 24/- per week is too 
low for the rapidly rising cost of living. It may be 
said that the benefit will be raised to meet the rising 
prices of commodities, indeed the giddy rise in prices 
will make this inevitable, but the plan is on a strictly 
actuarial basis, and the already high weekly contri­
bution of 4/3 per week would need to be substantial­
ly increased to pay for this.

The whole plan for unemployment benefit is 
based on an estimated unemployment rate of 8| per 
cent. An almost unbelievable optimism. In the 
years before the rearmament boom the rate was al­
most double this and consideration of every factor 
indicates a much greater percentage in the post-war 
years. In such circumstances to tarry out the scheme 
of the Beveridge committee and the Government act­
uary would mean reducing benefit.

But it is to be childishly optimistic to expect the 
State to grant the unemployed sufficient benefit to 
live decently. Employers desire low wages, and who 
would work like a galley-slave for low wages if a 
decent dole, were paid for idleness? That, at any x 
rate, is how the employer thinks, and it is he who 
makes the laws. It is his experience that the only 
efficient way for him to control labour is by the 
threat of the sack. For the sack to have terror, out- 
of-work pay is kept deliberately low. It is foolish 
to expect other from the employing class.
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PATCHING THEM UP.
The proposed state provision of medical, dental 

and ophthalmic treatment with hospitals, nursing and 
convalescent homes, seems good until one recalls that 
the medical treatment provided by the first National 
Health Insurance Act also looked good—on paper. 
In practice the panel doctor and the miserly issue 
of medicines had little effect on the health of the 
people. But patching-up the sick scoffs the prob­
lem while poverty, the main cause of illness, remains, 
as has been so well demonstrated by John Hewetson 
in previous issues of WAR COMMENTARY and 
the Beveridge Plan will not end poverty.

the Labour Exchange and the whole system of public 
relief. The dirty, dingy, airless buildings; the form­
filling, the endless questions, the ancestral inquisitions 
—they hate them all. ' To them there can be little 
fun in the prospect of the nation turned into a vast 
poor house in return for their lost work and wages. 

The report is one which will appeal to the petty 
middle-class more than the worker. With the grow­
ing insecurity of the Kleinburger he has looked with 
envy on the state insurance of the proletarian. Now 
he is to get the same benefit, and after all, is not in­
surance the basis of his life?

Further the Beveridge Plan would provide work 
for tens, or hundreds of .thousands of civil servants, 
accountants, inspectors and doctors. Is not democracy 
the government of the people by the Civil Service for 
the Civil Service? As the small businesses are swal­
lowed by big business and “intelligentsia” swell the 
ranks of the unemployed, the middle-class will seek 
its salvation in state jobs and state insurance, in Brit­
ain as it did in Germany.
THE CAUSE OF POVERTY WILL REMAIN.

The Beveridge Plan proposes only the salving 
of the sores of capitalism, not the removal of their 
cause. The problems it “tackles” arise only because 
of the poverty of the workers inherent in the wages 
system. So long as capitalism exists the workers will 
be poor, Beveridge or no!. Remove the cause of in­
security and poverty—capitalism, and such plans are 
unneeded.

But even under capitalism, if a worker has a reg­
ular job at a (comparatively) decent wage, such plans 
as this are useless to him. The making of such a 
report indicates the contemplation of the standardis­
ation and codification of permanent poverty. It is 
well to recall once again the oft-quoted saying of Leo 
Tolstoy, “The rich man will do anything for the 
poor man, except get off his back.”
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LOVELY FLOWERS—BUT YOU WON’T SMELL 
THEM. < !

The death benefit of £20 is sure to be a prime* 
favourite in a society where life is scorned and death 
is worshipped. However, its chief effect will be to 
raise and standardise the price of funerals and under­
takers will be the chief beneficiaries.

Funeral benefit (a queer term) has always been 
a bait used to entice recruits into the unions. The 
State’s proposed generosity to its dead will not help 
the trade unions’ recruiting drives. A few decades 
ago the trade unions had two functions, one to raise 
wages, the other to provide death, sickness and un­
employment funds. The passing of the unemploy- • 
ment, health and old age pensions bills destroyed 
much of their influence in the latter field; the Beve­
ridge Plan threatens to attack it still further. The 
state is doing most of the work of the unions. As - 
they have abandoned the task of defending wages, 
there does not seem to be much they can do, except 
to collaborate with the state, and ask for,a share in 
the administration of state insurance.

THE MIDDLE-CLASS CHARTER.
Middle-class persons and workers who have not 

suffered unemployment may look with pleasure on 
the plan, but those who have suffered long unemploy­
ment will find little joy in it. The unemployed hate 
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LECTURES
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 

. 7.0 p.m.
KROPOTKIN CENTENARY

DEC. 18th. Kropotkin and Mutual Aid 
John Hewetson

QUESTIONS DISCUSSION
No Lectures will be held on the 

25th of December and 1st of-January • 
FREEDOM DRESSY ROOMS '

27, BELSIZE ROAD, LONDON, N.W.6. 
(Swiss Cottage tube: 31 ‘bus .route)

ONLY TWENTY YEARS MORE.
‘J

’ When old-age pensioners agitated for an increase 
of their miserable pensions they were told “Wait for 
the Beveridge Report.” The eagerly awaited report 
promised them the magnificent sum of 14/- per week 
for a single pension. This will be Raised to 21/- per 
week at two-year intervals. If the scheme is started 
in July 1944, says the report, the pensioner should 
have his full pension of 24/-, or £2 for a couple, by 
mid-1964! That should cheer up the old folk and 
give them something to look forward to. Of course, 
they will have another war for us before then.




