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Peyrouton, Boisson, and Generals Nogues and 
Bergeret, are all supporters of Vichy and admirers, , 
avowed or otherwise, of Fascist methods, which they 
have been applying in Africa for the last two years 
since the fall of France. Giraud, having been 
elected by the Imperial Council to the position of 
Civil and Military Commander-ifl-Chief, issued a 
proclamation saying that he had ‘assumed’ this posi­
tion and that the new War Committee would consist 
of Governors and ‘other persons who were being or 
might be invited by General Giraud’.

This assumption of power was not preceded 
even by the pretence of an accord between the 
various French parties and movements. General de 
Gaulle was not consulted, and the appointments do 
not appear to have been discussed even during the 

' much-publicised conversation between Churchill, 
Roosevelt, de Gaulle and Giraud.

General Giraud also invested himself with the 
right to name governors, magistrates, university 
heads, etc. He has, moreover, the right to dispose 
of the ‘legal and political status of any person’, 
whether French or foreign, in Algeria. If this is 
democracy, then one wonders why Hitler should put 
his democrats in concentration camps. But perhaps
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ern Africa think a little differently!
It is estimated that these concentration camps 

contain at least 65,000 prisoners, held in some 17 
camps, 8 in Algeria and 9 in Morocco. It is further 
believed that a number of new camps have been 
established, and that since the arrival of the libera­
tors in North Africa a number of new prisoners of 
revolutionary or de Gaullist sympathies have been 
added to those already incarcerated. The new 
measures have included the release of a number of
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THE LATEST POLITICAL moves in North
Africa have been greeted with something approach­
ing delight by certain sections of the English ‘Left’,
and their press, from the Manchester Guardian to
the Daily Worker, has praised the new set-up result­
ing from the latest reshuffle of reactionary bigwigs.
The Daily Worker (8/2/43) describes the develop­
ments as a ‘blow to Vichy men’, and remarks that
‘under the pressure of public opinion, Giraud has
been enabled to make considerable headway against
the Vichyites, but the Vichyites have by no means
as yet exhausted their ammunition or their power to
prevent a much bigger extension of unity under the
banner of Fighting French’. A significant charac­
teristic of their commentary is the way in which the
Communists are trying to present Giraud as an
angelic liberal struggling against the reactionary
tendencies of his associates, whom even the Daily
Worker cannot claim as enthusiastic anti-Fascists.
The Manchester Guardian (8/2/43) appears to
share this illusion of Giraud as the gallant democrat,
for in its editorial remarks it says ‘General Giraud
has taken further measures to give a broader author-
ity to his Administration and a more liberal character
to his policy’.

Let us examine the measures taken by General ’ the democrats in the concentration camps of North-
Giraud, in an attempt to discover the liberalism on
which his admirers are so emphatic, and also to
elucidate the manner in which democratic principles
are applied in the liberation of countries formerly
subjected to Fascist tyranny.

To begin, let us admire the democratic way in
which General Giraud reached his position. In fact,
he was elected to it by himself and the few associates
who formed Darlan’s Imperial Council and now
form Giraud’s War Committee. These associates,
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these internees, but it is significant to see how the 
released men have been chosen.

After the Communist deputy Grenier had 
pledged the official support of the Communist Party 
to the War Committee, some 27 Communist deputies 
who had been kept in prison in Algiers for more 
than two years were released. The propaganda 
value of this move is obvious, and it is further 
significant that there has been no general release of 
rank-and-file Communists or of revolutionaries or 
democrats.

Men of military age and fitness are to be 
released, whether they are Fascists or not. In this 
connection Giraud remarked: ‘When I see a mem­
ber of the S.O.L. (a French Fascist organisation) 
and I hear that he is imprisoned, I look at his record. 
I may find he is a good fighter. I release him. 
Men not fit for military service, on the other hand, 
whether they are democrats or not, must await an 
investigation commission of mixed French and 
American representatives. The commission, how­
ever, has no power to release them. This can only 
be done by the French authorities, and as these are 
mostly Vichy men it will be seen how much this 
provision is worth.

Almost all the members of the War Committee 
have shown anti-semitic tendencies in the past, and 
Peyrouton was the originator of a number of laws 
against the Jews in Vichy France and one of the 
prime instigators of the persecutions of French Jews. 
It is therefore not surprising that Giraud should 
have announced that he was going to solve the Jew­
ish problem gradually, and not ‘by a stroke of a 
pen or a stroke of the sword’. The Jews have been 
given back their property, and Jewish children can 
attend schools, while a limited number of Jews are 
to be admitted to the professions. The Jews are 
still, however*, deprived of their political rights, in 
spite of the fact that since 1871 all inhabitants of 
North Africa have been regarded as having equal 
rights to those of French citizens.

The right of association has not been restored, 
so that workers, whether French or native, are not 
allowed to revive their trade unions or syndicates. A 
number of syndicalists who took advantage of their 
liberation in this way have been placed in concentra­
tion camps.

From these facts it would appear that the 
measures taken by General Giraud are in fact in­
tended purely as propaganda to nourish the illusion 
in England and America that the new French regime 
in North Africa is really democratic. In fact, it 
remains a dictatorial regime whose Fascist character­
istics have been mitigated only to the least degree 
required for the purposes of the deception.

The Nazis are now celebrating the tenth 
anniversary of their acquisition of power in Ger­
many. In that acquisition of power they were 
assisted materially by the reactionary interests of 
England and America. Later, when German aero­
planes and tanks were destroying the Spanish Revo­
lution, they were again assisted by British and 
American conservative interests, while the represen­
tatives of the British government outclassed Pontius 
Pilate at the washing of hands. Now, after Britain 
has been nominally at war with Fascism for more 
than three years and America for two years, we find 
the same people aiding and abetting the perpetuation 
of Fascist government, under men like Peyrouton 
with recent records of close collaboration with 
Hitler, in the very countries to which their troops 
are supposed to have come as liberators. This was 
shown very clearly in the House of Commons on 
the 4th February, when Eden defended the Anglo- 
American position by saying that ‘Both Governments 
wished to see that traditional freedom which flour­
ished on French soil once more re-established both in 
North Africa and in France itself, and for this 
reason both were agreed that nothing must be allow­
ed to distract them for the first and imperative duty 
of developing the maximum military effort upon 
which all depended.’ (News Chronicle 4/2/43). The 
old story of pie in the sky!
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LECTURES
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING

7.0 p.m.

FEB. 19th. The Future of Britain
F. A. Ridley

FEB. 26th The Beveridge Report.
Tom Brown
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MARCH 5 th. Poetry reading.

MAR. 12th The Colonial Blacks are on the 
Move

Chris Jones

MARCH 19 th. Bakvnin
George Woodcock

MAR. 26th The French Terrorists 
John Hewetson 

QUESTIONS DISCUSSION 
FREEDOM PRESS ROOMS

27, BELSIZE ROAD, LONDON, N.W.6. 
(Swiss Cottage tube: 31 ‘bus route)




