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FASCISTS AT WORK
IN ALGERIA

THE LATEST POLITICAL moves in North
Africa have been greeted with something approach-
ing delight by certain sections of the English ‘Left’,
and' their press, from the Manchester Guardian to
the Daily Worker, has praised the new set-up result-
ing from the latest reshuffle of reactionary bigwigs.
The Daily Worker (8/2/43) describes the develop-
ments as a ‘blow to Vichy men’, and remarks that
‘under the pressure of public opinion, Giraud has
‘been enabled to make considerable headway against
the Vichyites, but the Vichyites have by no means
as yet exhausted their ammunition or their power to
prevent a much bigger extension of unity under the
banner of Fighting French’. A significant charac-
teristic of their commentary is the way in which the
Communists are trying to present Giraud as an

angelic liberal struggling against the reactionary

tendencies of his associates, whom even the Daily
Worker cannot claim as enthusiastic anti-Fascists.
The Manchester Guardian (8/2/43) appears to
share this illusion of Giraud as the gallant democrat,
for in its editorial remarks it says ‘General Giraud
has taken further measures to give a broader author-

. ity to his Administration and a more liberal character
to his policy’.

Let us examine the measures taken by General

Giraud, in an attempt to discover the liberalism on
which his admirers .are so. emphatic, and also to
elucidate the manner in which democratic principles
are applied in the liberation of countries formerly
subjected to Fascist tyranny.

To begin, let us admire the democratic way in
‘which General Giraud reached his position. In fact,
he was_elected to it by himself and the few associates
who formed Darlan’s Imperial Council and now
~form Giraud’s War Committee. These associates,

Peyrouton, Boisson, and Generals Nogues and
Bergeret, are all supporters of Vichy and admirers, |
avowed or otherwise, of Fascist methods, which they
have been applying in Africa for the last two years
since the fall of France. Giraud, having been
elected by the Imperial Council to the position of
Civil and Military Cemmander-ih-Chief, issued a
proclamation saying that he had ‘assumed’ this posi-
tion and that the new War Committee would consist
of Governors and ‘other persons who were being or
might be invited by General Giraud’.

This assumption of power was not preceded
even by the pretence of an accord between the
various French parties and movements. General de
Gaulle was not consulted, and the appointments do
not appear to have been discussed even during the
much-publicised conversation between Churchill,
Roosevelt, de Gaulle and Giraud.

General Giraud also invested himself with the
right to name governors, magistrates, university
heads, etc. He has, moreover, the right to dispose
of the ‘legal and political status of any person’,
whether French or foreign, in Algeria. If this is
democracy, then one wonders why Hitler should put
his democrats in concentration camps. But perhaps
the democrats in the concentration camps of North-
ern Africa think a little differently!

It is estimated that these concentration camps
contain at least 65,000 prisoners, held in some 17
camps, 8 in Algeria and 9 in Morocco. ‘It is: further
believed that a number of new camps have been
established, and that since the arrival of the libera-

“tors in North Africa a number of new prisoners of

revolutionary .or de Gaullist sympathies have been
added to those already incarcerated. The new
measures have included the release of a number of








