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The ‘Liberation’ of ltaly

THE CONQUEST OF Italy has started. By
adopting methods of blitzkrieg even superior to those
of Germany the® Allies have forced Pantelleria to
surrender. Though we hdve been told for months
that Italy was the unwilling partner of the Axis, that
the morale of the Italian people was very low and
that at the sight of a British soldier whole Italian
divisions surrender themselves, thus giving us the
impression that Italy would fall like a pack of cards,
we see_ that the Allies took no risks in their first
attempt to land on Italian soil. They have shown
that they were going to use brute force on as large
a scale as possible.

The Daily Worker tried to attribute the defeat
to the morale of the population. In its editorial of
the 12/6/43 it says:
not only a tribute to the destructive power of the
aerial attack, it also reveals a breakdown in morale”.
From the newspaper reports one can see however
that the Allies did not reckon on the morale of the
adversary breaking down. The work was more that
of butchers than of psychologists. Alex Clifford in
the Sunday Dispatch describes the island after the
surrender: “Landing parties stepped ashore on heaps
of rubble which used to be jetties . . . 6,000 civilians
were on the island. They had been without water
for three days . . . The island, as we landed, was still
filled with smoke and fumes from that terrible raid
when the entire place disappeared under a boiling
. pall of smoke. A huge oil dump was burning fierce-
ly near the town. There are so many bomb holes
that sometimes three or four are om top of onme
another. The island was beaten into insensibility by
its bombing ordeal”.

This is how the liberation of Italy has started
-and there is no reason to think that other methods
will be used till the whole country is reduced to
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Bombs will do the Job

“But the sudden collapse 1s .

submission. There i1s, it is true, President’s Roose-
velt’s appeal and we are assured by the Sunday
Dispatch New York reporter that “similar calls in
between the mass bombings will be made”. Those
appeals asking the Italian people to revolt against
their government and dropped with the sound of
bombs are an insult to all 1ntelhgent Italians. Gov-
ernment propaganda has, since Italy came into the
war, ridiculed the Italian people, treating them as
cowards, as a sub-human race good enough for the
circus. Now those cowardly buffoons are expected to
make a revolution under the rain of Allied bombs!

Italian soldiers had to be sneered and laughed
at; if the Government did not teach the British
people to despise them, who knows? The British
tommy might have begun to think that there must
be a reason why the Italian did not fight, that he
had nothing to fight for, and he might have begun
to wonder if he had anything to fight for himself. It
would not have taken him long to realise that the
cowardice of the Italian people is simply their un-
willingness to fight in a cause which is not theirs.
Italy, like Spain, is one of the few European coun-
tries which had not, till recently, been militarized by
an effictent and modern state. She was dragged
against her will into the last war. The anarchist
movement and most of the socialist party remained
faithful to their anti-militarist ideals; they had a
strong influence on the masses who, not being able
to prevent the war, did all they could in order to
sabotage it.

Since Mussolini came to power the Ttalian
people showed that they did not share the Duce’s
desire for an Italian Empire; they fought badly in
Abyssinia. The Abyssinian war was unpopular in
Italy and it was only after the democratic powers
adopted their silly policy of sanctions that' Mussolini -








