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TWOPENCE

The ‘Liberation’ <» Italy
Bombs will do the dob

THE CONQUEST OF Italy has started. By 
adopting methods of blitzkrieg even superior to those 
of Germany the* Allies have forced Pantelleria to 
surrender. Though we have been told for months 
that Italy was the unwilling partner of the Axis, that 
the morale of the Italian people was very low and 
that at the sight of a British soldier whole Italian 
divisions surrender themselves, thus giving us the 
impression that Italy would fall like a pack of cards, 
we see that the Allies took no risks in their first 
attempt to land on Italian soil. They have shown 
that they were going to use brute force on as large 
a scale as possible.

The Daily Worker tried to attribute the defeat 
to the morale of the population. In its editorial of 
the 12/6/43 says: “But the sudden collapse is 
not only a tribute to the destructive power of the 
aerial attack, it also reveals a breakdown in morale”. 
From the newspaper reports one can see however 
that the Allies did not reckon on the morale of the 
adversary breaking down. The work was more that 
of butchers than of psychologists. Alex Clifford in 
the Sunday Dispatch describes the island after the 
surrender: “Landing parties stepped ashore on heaps 
of rubble which used to be jetties . . . 6,000 civilians 
were on the island. They had been without water 
for three days . . . The island, as we landed, was still 
filled with smoke and fumes from that terrible raid 
when the entire place disappeared under a boiling 
pall of smoke. A huge oil dump was burning fierce­
ly near the town. There are so many bomb holes 
that sometimes three or four are on top of one 
another. The island was beaten into insensibility by 
its bombing ordeal”.

This is how the liberation of Italy has started 
and there is no reason to think that other methods 
will be used till the whole country is reduced to 

submission. There is, it is true, President’s Roose­
velt’s appeal and we are assured by the Sunday 
Dispatch New York reporter that “similar calls in 
between the mass bombings will be made”. Those 
appeals asking the Italian people to revolt against 
their government and dropped with the sound of 
bombs are an insult to all intelligent Italians. Gov­
ernment propaganda has, since Italy came into the 
war, ridiculed the Italian people, treating them as 
cowards, as a sub-human race good enough for the 
circus. Now those cowardly buffoons are expected to 
make a revolution under the rain of Allied bombs! 

Italian soldiers had to be sneered and laughed 
at; if the Government did not teach the British 
people to despise them, who knows? The British 
tommy might have begun to think that there must 
be a reason why the Italian did not fight, that he 
had nothing to fight for, and he might have begun 
to wonder if he had anything to fight for himself. It 
would not have taken him long to realise that the 
cowardice of the Italian people is simply their un­
willingness to fight in a cause which is not theirs< 
Italy, like Spain, is one of the few European coun­
tries which had not, till recently, been militarized by 
an efficient and modern state. She was dragged 
against her will into the last war. The anarchist 
movement and most of the socialist party remained 
faithful to their anti-militarist ideals; they had a 
strong influence on the masses who, not being able 
to prevent the war, did all they could in order to 
sabotage it.

Since Mussolini came to power the Italian 
people showed that they did not share the Duce’s 
desire for an Italian Empire; they fought badly in 
Abyssinia. The Abyssinian war was unpopular in 
Italy and it was only after the democratic powers 
adopted their silly policy of sanctions that Mussolini
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received some support. In Spain, again, the Italian 
soldiers did as little fighting as they could and the 
Press sneered at the cowards of Guadalajara. But 
that cowardice has nothing to do with race or nation­
ality was actually proved on the Spanish front. On 
Franco’s side were the troops of the Duce, well 
equipped, well protected by aviation and tanks; on 
the other side fought many Italian anti-fascists, 
coming from all parts of the world after exhausting 
years of exile, with few and out-moded arms. While 
the Fascist Italian Divisions gave up their rifles, the 
Italian anti-fascists fought waiting to pick up the 
rifle of the fallen comrade and hundreds of them 
died on the Aragonese front glad to give their lives 
for a cause to which they had already sacrificed so 
much.

One has not to go far to find the reason for 
the lack of enthusiasm of the Italian troops. After 
twenty or more years of a fascist regime which has 
only imposed more and more privations on the 
majority of the Italian people, Italians are called on 
to defend an Empire which has brought them only 
wars and sacrifices. Who is called up? Not the 
factory worker whose position has been somewhat 
bettered under fascism; the industrial worker must 
remain in the > factories to maintain the supply of war 
materials. As in all agricultural countries, it is from 
the peasant population that the majority of the Army 
is drawn. From people who have been more and 
more taxed since fascism has come to power, who 
have had to endure the hated interference of the 
State at every minute of their daily lives. The 
fairly comfortable farmer of Northern Italy and the 
poor cafone of the South don’t care about Musso­
lini’s Empire. They want to be able to sell their 
milk, their wheat and wine without being ridiculously 
taxed and tied up in red tape; they want to be left 
in peace. They have put up with harder work under 
fascism, they have put up with privations and vexa­
tions, but they do not want to put on a uniform 
and abandon their belovqd fields to die with glory 
on foreign battlefields and they have resisted in their 
way by refusing to fight.

That is what the super-sophisticated minds of 
our Fleet Street journalists or Ministry of Informa­
tion officials are, of course, unable to understand. 
They, who only know how to sell their pen to the 
highest bidder, who have never defended anything 
but their cushy jobs, sneer and abuse the Italian 
people who are not prepared to die for the benefit 
of the Axis’ glory or for the defence of desert land 
decorated with a few victory arches.

The French, who have not the Italian’s reputa­
tion for cowardice retreated in front of the Germans 
at a speed which makes Caporetto and Guadalajara 
look like a walk home. Like the Italians the French 
had been demoralized by years of political corrup­
tion and dictatorship, and had not been given, like
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the Germans and the Russians, a militarist and
nationalist training to make them willing tools in the 
hands of the government.

The correspondent of Reuter in an interview to 
the Manchester Guardian said that the Italians 
wanted peace: “unless the peace looks uglier-than 
the war, and ?4ussolini, of course, is doing his best 
(not without success) to make it look fiendishly 
ugly ...” Mussolini is well assisted by British 
and American propaganda which has been pouring 
insults on the Italian people, which has been con­
demning Mussolini while flattering Badoglio and the
King, which has spread rumours about Mayor La
Guardia coming to Europe to be made military 
dictator of Italy. The methods of intensive bomb­
ing used at Pantelleria and in many important cities 
do not offer prospects of a very bright future for
the Italian people.

What is the antidote to Mussolini’s propa­
ganda? .Some Italian anti-fascists are trying to form
a Free Italy Legion, under the Garibaldi flag, which 
proposes to march into Italy with Allied troops.
Bringing “liberty” at the point of bayonets, and
having to defend themselves with British and
American troops against the people they are going
to unshackle! -

The days are far when Britain isolated, and on 
the brink of defeat, talked of revolution on the Conti­
nent. Having no planes, no arms, our democratic
leaders were prepared to use socialist and revolution­
ary methods and slogans. Now that they are well 
provided with tanks, guns, fighters and American
“fortresses” they forget about the armies of the 
French revolution and would more gladly model
themselves on the hordes of Genghis-khan.
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Their game appears plainly now, but let us not 
forget how our socialists, were fooled. Let us not 
forget, because from this there are some lessons to
draw. Just as our democrats were prepared to con­
sider revolutionary means when preparing their suit­
cases for Canada, they are now talking of an ideal­
istic post-war Europe. Now, because victory is
not in their pocket yet. When and if it is, the “free 
determination of peoples” will spell armies of occu­
pation in Italy, Germany, wherever it suits them;
feeding the starving people of Europe, will spell
taxation to pay for the costs of war; free trade­
union movements will mean crushing of any inde­
pendent workers’ movements, pitiless extermination
of any revolutionaries.
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The Allied Governments have nothing to offer
to the Italian people. It will be for the British
people to help them by getting rid themselyes of the
future oppressors of Italy: the Churchills, Edens,
iMorrisons, and all the rotten clique which rules us
now. . • '




