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The Spanish Revolution
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A CERTAIN TYPE OF POLITICIAN, who dis-
guised under a pretence of cynical neutrality the
fascism they did not dare to avow openly, describes
the Spanish Civil War in terms of the “Spanish
character”. The Spaniards, they declare, enjoy civil

‘'war; their struggle was a purely local, domestic
- affair; it could never happen here . .

. and so on.
The falsehood of all this was shown by the way in

- which the whole world took up the cudgels on behalf

of one faction or the other as soon as hostilities
began. The Spanish war, in fact, proved once again
the internationalism of reaction as well as of revolu-
tion; that national boundaries are illusions, that
there are no divisions between nations as such, but

only between certain interests and other interests—

irrespective of nations.

One of the primary lessons of the Spanish War
was that “Democracy” is also an illusion. The so-
called “democratic” forces in Spain had created the
Republic in 1931, after the overthrow of Alfonso
and his corrupt monarchy. But they had then
ground down the workers in their turn, and had by
their own feebleness allowed the Catholic-gangster-
aristocrats to regain powetr. In the early months of
1936, the so-called “People’s Front” of Socialists,
Liberals and the numerically weak Communists
gained a majority in the Cortes, together with Re-
publican elements similar to Conservatives elsewhere,
and -Basque Catholic Nationalists. The Feudalists
thereupon decided to stage a military adventure, and
recapture power for the old gang. Such military
coups-d etat are not uncommon in history, and there
was on the surface of things no reason why it should
not have passed off unnoticed after a few months
whether successful or a failure. But General Franco’s
putsch was raised from a mere palace revolution to

an event of major significance in world history by

- the nature of the opposition he encountered. When

he struck his blow he was not confronted by the
parliamentary opposition of the People’s Front—on
July 19th, it was nowhere to be seen; he faced in-
stead the power of the Spanish Revolution, the
anarchic force of workers and peasants acting on
their own initiative.

The influence of Anarchist Syndicalism has
always been predominant among the Spanish
workers. In other countries, such as England, the
democratic farce of a parliamentary opposition, and
the toleration of “constitutional”, legal methods of
working class organization, deluded the workers into
a long phase of “Labour Party” ‘struggle—a phase
not yet-ended. But the Spanish masses were allowed
to cherish no such illusions, even under the demo-
cratic Republic, rand the revolutionary aims and
libertarian character of the anarchist movement
appealed to them as the most practical teaching for
the achievement of their ideals. Reactionary repres-
sion did not create the mass following of Anarcho-
Syndicalism in Spain, but it gave it a favourable
soil.

Through years of struggle and suffering, in the
teeth of the bloody tortures of Montjuich, and the
full force of the inquisatorial Catholic-Monarchist

~ government, the Spanish Anarchists maintained their

revolutionary fight. The workers and peasants
rallied to their cause, and the C.N.T., the anarchist
syndicalist unions of Spain, became the organization
of the mass of the workers. The Social Democratic
U.G.T,, although it was supported by all the left
pohucal parties, could not muster any similar follow-
ing among the workers.

When Franco struck, he was confronted by the
Spanish Revolution, which had raised its banners
many. times before, the last time as recently as
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