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A CERTAIN TYPE OF POLITICIAN, who dis- the nature of the opposition he encountered. When 

he struck his blow he was not confronted by the 
parliamentary opposition of the People’s Front—on 
July 19th, it was nowhere to be seen; he faced in­
stead the power of the Spanish Revolution, the 
anarchic force of workers and peasants acting on 
their own initiative.

The influence of Anarchist Syndicalism has 
always been predominant among the Spanish 
workers. In other countries, such as England, the 
democratic farce of a parliamentary opposition, and 
the toleration of “constitutional”, legal methods of 
working class organization, deluded the workers into 
a long phase of “Labour Party” struggle—a phase 
not yet ended. But the Spanish masses were allowed 
to cherish no such illusions, even under the demo­
cratic Republic, >and the revolutionary aims and 
libertarian character of the anarchist movement 
appealed to them as the most practical teaching for 
the achievement of their ideals. Reactionary repres­
sion did not create the mass following of Anarcho- 
Syndicalism in Spain, but it gave it a favourable 
soil.

Through years of struggle and suffering, in the 
teeth of the bloody tortures of Montjuich, and the 
full force of the inquisatorial Catholic-Monarchist 
government, the Spanish Anarchists maintained their 
revolutionary fight. The workers and peasants 
rallied to their cause, and the C.N.T., the anarchist 
syndicalist unions of Spain, became the organization 
of the mass of the workers. The Social Democratic 
U.G.T., although it was supported by all the left 
political parties, could not muster any similar follow­
ing among the workers.

When Franco struck, he was confronted by the 
Spanish Revolution, which had raised its banners 

time as recently as

guised under a pretence of cynical neutrality the
fascism they did not dare to avow openly, describes
the Spanish Civil War in terms of the “Spanish
character”. The Spaniards, they declare, enjoy civil

' war; their struggle was a purely local, domestic
affair; it could never happen here . . . and so on.
The falsehood of all this was shown by the way in

* which the whole world took up the cudgels on behalf
of one faction or the other as soon as hostilities
began. The Spanish war, in fact, proved once again
the internationalism of reaction as well as of revolu­
tion; that national boundaries are illusions, that
there are no divisions between nations as such, but
only between certain interests and other interests—
irrespective of nations.

One of the primary lessons of the Spanish War
was that “Democracy” is also an illusion. The so-
called “democratic” forces in Spain had created the
Republic in 1931, after the overthrow of Alfonso
and his corrupt monarchy. But they had then
ground down the workers in their turn, and had by
their own feebleness allowed the Catholic-gangster­
aristocrats to regain power. In the early months of
19363 the so-called “People’s Front” of Socialists,
Liberals, and the numerically weak Communists
gained a majority in the Cortes, together with Re­
publican elements similar to Conservatives elsewhere,
and Basque Catholic Nationalists. The Feudalists
thereupon decided to stage a military adventure, and
recapture power for the old gang. Such military
coups-cVetat are not uncommon in history, and there
was on the surface of things no reason why it should
not have passed off unnoticed after a few months
whether successful or a failure. But General Franco’s
putsch was raised from a mere palace revolution to
an event of major significance in world history by many times before, the last
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October 1934 *n Asturias. The unarmed masses 
seized the arms of the fascist soldiery and fought 
back their opponents. In Barcelona, in Madrid, in 
a hundred towns, they stormed the barricades often 
armed with no more than mere knives. The pro­
gress of the Franco clique was rendered impossible 
by the General Strike declared against them.

Nor were the Spanish workers in any doubt as 
to what they were fighting for. They were fighting 
for the anarcho-syndicalist aims they had so long 
maintained. They took over the factories whence 
the owners had been evicted or had fled, they seized 
the land from which the landed proprietors had been 
suppressed or had escaped ta Juan-les-Pins or 
Biarritz or Rome. And they worked them on their 
own behalf and on that of the working community. 
In short, they put into practice the regular pro­
gramme of the C.N.T. of anarcho-syndicalism by 
direct workers’ control.

It was this opposition that made the difference 
to Franco’s rising. It became (to quote the Arch­
bishop of Westminster) a “crusade”—a crusade 
against the infidel doctrines of liberty and social 
expropriation. And the whole pious band of pilgrims 
joined in; the Pope, Hitler, Mussolini, Samuel Hoare 
and Laval, the partners .of the plot to share out 

’ Abyssinia, British Conservative M.P.s and American 
anti-labour millionaires. But for the revolution they 
would have dismissed Franco’s putsch against the 
parliamentary Republic as not worth their time. But 
seeing the revolution, seeing Catalonia and Aragon 
already anarchist territory, the forces of reaction 
began to unite.

By a tacit conspiracy of silence, the work of the 
anarchist workers in Spain was not mentioned in 
the outside world. Apart from occasional liberal 
observers the concrete fact of the anarchist revolu­
tion in Spain was glossed over by the entire capitalist 
press, or mentioned only to frighten off any inter­
national working class support, the word “anarchist” 
being invested with all the time honoured blood 
curdling associations attached to it by the present 
day advocates of unrestricted bombing.

But more than anything, what disguised the 
true meaning of the Spanish Revolution from the 
working class outside Spain, was the lying deception 
about it practiced by the Liberal-C.P. coalition. It 
happened to suit the power politics of Joseph Stalin 
at that period to keep in with a bloc of “democratic” 
powers. Apart from the repercussions of revolution 
in Russia (where as little Spanish new§ as possible 
crept into the State controlled press), the workers’ 
rising in Spain threatened the stability of capitalist 
France. Stalin therefore could not allow the Spanish 
workers to have arms in abundance, and the U.S.S.R. 
was the first power to sign the Non-Intervention 
Agreement. At the same time the glamour value 
of the Spanish struggle was fully exploited for the

Stalinist Unity campaign. The Labour and Liberal 
papers fell behind the Communist Party in acclaim­
ing the decadent Spanish People’s Front as the in- 
spirer of the anti-Franco resistance.

The People’s Front in Spain was not allowed to 
remain decadent. To it rallied the reactionary re­
publicans, counter-revolutionaries who did not hap­
pen to be on Franco’s side. Hand in hand with the 
Stalinists they regained power and built up again 
the Cabinet of the Republic. The Spanish workers 
were deluded into sending representatives in the 
name of “unity”. Even the anarchists sacrificed 
their principles to this alleged “anti-fascist unity”, 
and sent three representatives into this government. 
The event proved that the result of this policy was 
the sacrifice of the revolution. Step by step the 
treacherous Stalinists, using the few arms which 
Stalin sent for them to distribute as it suited them 
as a blackmailing lever, were able to hamstring the 
revolution, and break up the collectives and social­
ized industries.

Franco received direct military aid from Hitler 
and Mussolini. But let us not forget that his British 
supporters, some of whom, like Lord Croft are now 
in the British Government, enabled Hitler and Mus­
solini thereby to prepare for the Second World War, 
for their secondary purpose in assisting Franco was 
to test out their power in modem warfare. This 
direct aid from the Fascist powers, and also the 
“Non-Intervention” of Britain, France and Russia 
which winked at their intervention, turned the scales 
in his favour. He won and the clerical fascist state 
was set up. The parasites returned from exile to 
batten on the crushed masses. They inaugurated 
their “Redemption through Labour” laws-—a fancy 
name for the slavery they built their luxury and 
power on. Shot, tortured, or imprisoned in Spanish 
slave camps or in infamous French and North 
African Concentration Camps (for only a lucky few 
succeeded in escaping overseas) the Spanish revolu­
tionaries, the Anarchist Syndicalists, were defeated.

We do not despair, for we know that the Franco 
regime cannot last. The masses—so despised by 
these Christian Gentlemen—will one day rise and 
throw off the feudal fascist regime with greater force 
than before, now that they know what a great work 
of construction they cold-bloodedly destroyed. We 
do not think the clever politicians, the venomous 
Stalinists, or the cowardly liberals will regain favour 
with the Spanish workers. They have been exposed 
for ever as a stinking, rotting corpse. Unless some 
other illusion intervenes, nothing can stop the 
Spanish masses from their revolutionary course next 
time. The great Spanish Revolution of July 19th, 
1936 was hidden from a large part of the world. 
We must make it widely known, that the workers 
of the world may follow in its steps—that the coming 
revolution may avoid its mistakes while copying its 
courage and social consciousness.
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