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Hands off the Italian He volution!
THE ITALIAN WORKERS have overthrown fascism. But their struggle for freedom still goes on. The 
revolutionary forces have still to fight against the military dictatorship of General Badoglio and the 
Italian Capitalist Class.

We must not forget how, in 1920, the Italians rallied to the defence of the Russian workers who 
had overthrown the tyranny of the Tsars only to find themselves beset by the Interventionist Armies 
of Reaction, backed by capitalist governments all over the world. In Italy the Workers expressed their 
solidarity with the workers of Russia by declaring a General Strike against their government and so 
stopped the supply of munitions from Italy to the White Armies.

Now it is our turn to show solidarity! This time it is the workers of Italy who are fighting for 
freedom against their oppressors. We mUst extend to them the same help as the Councils of Action 
in Britain extended to the Russians in 1920. They, too, threatened the government with a General 
Strike it the Interventionist War which Winston Churchill was waging against the Russian Revolution 
were not stopped. And when the dockers refused to load munitions for the counter revolution on to 
the "Jolly George" and the coal-trimmers refused to coal her, the ruling class knew they were beaten, 
and called Intervention off!

The workers of Italy have taken up the torch of their fallen comrades, the working class in Spain. 
In Sicily, and still more in Italy itself, the Italians have proved their hatred of Fascist tyranny and 
oppression. Undaunted by twenty years of misery, they have shown their readiness to fight for the 
freedom of the working class, and justice demands that the working class everywhere support their 
struggle.

You, British and American soldiers, remember that you are yourselves workers, you must remain 
loyal to. your class. Do not allow yourselves to be sent to Italy as conquerors of a defeated nation, 
but as allies of your fellow workers. Fight alongside them against the enemies of freedom! Join 
with them, for their fight against Fascism is the signal for the fight against reaction everywhere! 
Already the workers of Portugal have gone on strike against the dictator who oppresses them. There 
have been demonstrations in Central Europe, in Greece, in France, in Germany! Wherever tyranny 
rules, the overthrow of Mussolini by the Italian workers has inspired hope among the oppressed, has 
blown into a flame the hidden fires of revolt.

Fellow workers! Do not be deceived by false leaders with their treacherous slogans! In the 
present war, the Labour Party leaders, the Trade Union bureaucrats, and Communist shop stewards 
have signed away our rights and liberties. At every crisis, in every country, they have always sold 
out to the bosses. - They refused to counsel direct action in support of the Spanish workers' struggle 
against the hangman Franco. By following these traitors to their class, the workers everywhere stood 
by while Spain was massacred by Hitler and Mussolini and the "Non-lnterventionist" National Gov­
ernment of Britain. Many thousand workers have paid with their lives in this war for the shameful 
betrayal of 1936-1939. But the treacherous Labour leaders are still sold to the reactionaries who 
fought against the Russian Revolution, who supported Mussolini, and who helped Franco to strangle 
Spain. They will try to sell out the Italian workers' struggle too! It is not to them that we must 
look for international workers' solidarity.

The struggle of the Italian workers is our struggle! The fight for freedom is the fight of the 
workers all over the world! If we allow the Italian workers to be defeated, as we allowed the heroic
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Spanish workers to be defeated, we are destroying our own freedom, betraying our own comrades. 
We must be on our guard against any intervention by our government to crush the Italian revolution. 
Direct working class action through the Councils of Action stopped Intervention in 1920; it can 
stop it again in 1943! ' ♦

The Anarchist Federation calls on the working class to repudiate the corrupt leaders who always 
betray us! Prepare for independent working class action, for Direct Action on the industrial field 
to stop Intervention against the Italian Revolution! Down with the forces of Reaction!

SOLIDARITY WITH THE WORKERS OF ITALY!

done at the beginning of the Badoglio regime it seems 
likely that economic necessity has dictated the step. The 
capitalist economic outlook is therefore rather gloomy 
in Italy.

Altogether, one may say that the Badoglio regime has 
not stabilized itself to any extent. Indeed with the worsen­
ing economic position the ability of the new government 
to hold down the people is likely to become still less 
secure. The newest move of the military dictatorship is 
to declare a “State of Siege” (August 7th.)
Intervention?

To check the rising revolution therefore Badoglio will 
rely increasingly on the forces of intervention. Already, 
the Germans are said to be pouring into Italy. A pos­
sible interpretation of Eisenhower’s exchange of prisoners 
proposal has already been mentioned, and it only remains 
to see whether the Anglo-American forces under cover, 
of course, of “military necessity”, will invade the main­
land and “restore order”.

Badoglio declares “whoever should try in whatever 
way to bring chaos to the Italian nation would not work 
against Italy but against himself, that is, for Bolshevism 
which is the enemy of the Italians as of the Anglo-Saxons 
themselves”. (By ‘Bolshevism’ he does not, of course, 
mean Stalin, Molotov & Co. but the forces of working 
class revolt). And he is echoed by Churchill with his 
expressed fear of “chaos and anarchy”, of having “no 
authorities with whom to deal”. Roosevelt has made 
similar declarations and they have been repeated by the 
capitalist press. The Catholic Herald suggests that it 
might be prudent to come to terms with Badoglio since 
“the spirit of violent revolution and bloodshed might 
rapidly develop under successive attempts at government, 
and hence democracy would stand less and less chance 
of working reasonably the longer disorder were to last”. 
As always in revolutionary situations, reaction within in­
vokes “patriotism” while the forces of intervention without 
talk of “democracy” and “order”.

The real attitude of the Allied governments was 
defined by Reynolds News' American reporter “as being 
to prevent at all costs the outbreak of revolution in Europe 
or anywhere else, which would irretrievably shatter the 
possibility of re-establishing capitalist democracies, taste­
fully tinged with Liberalism ...” The same source 
quotes a trenchant passage in the New York Post, “Until 
the people of Europe rise, we consider them to be the 
heroic underground, suffering. all manner of torment in 
our cause. The moment they do rise we instantly hear 
them described as a Red anarchic mob which wants to 
pull all Europe down in flames. The same people both 
times.”
Reactions of Other Countries

As we foresaw, the fate of a fascist dictator has had 
an immediate effect on other dictatorship. In Spain 
there have been several reports of “severe tension”, of 
Franco tightening up his regime on the one hand and 
making overtures to the Left on the other hand—with fair 
words and the release of some political prisoners. In

In war mail all news is censored; such information as we 
have comes over the wireless or through the capitalist 
press. In matters of detail, therefore, it has to be treated 
with reserve, and their truth must be sought for as often 
as not between the lines. Nevertheless the- general im­
pression is clear. Italy is seething with unrest. The 
workers in Milan have been in open revolt and been fired 
upon by the troops. A general strike was reported to 
have been declared in the city and even the capitalist press 
described the situation as “revolutionary”.

In Rome strikes are reported at the Fiat, Breda, 
Ansaldo, Bianchi and Conti plants. There have* been 
demonstrations in the streets. Strikes are also reported at 
Florence, Bologna, Varese and Vencelli, the Maestra plant 
at Venice, and the Arsenal at Brescia are idle, and it is 
stated that 9/ioths of the arms factories of Northern Italy 
have ceased production. Prisoners have been released 
from prison in some districts.

During the past week there has been a sudden cessa­
tion of press reports regarding working class action in 
Italy but Reynolds News on Sunday reports a call for a 
general strike issued by the Italian Socialist Party. There 
is as yet no news of the reception which this call has 
received from the workers
Badoglio’s Moves

It is clear that the martial law decree proclaimed by 
Badoglio immediately after Mussolini’s fall has been 
simply disregarded by the people. Information regarding 
the means of oppression at the disposal of the government 
is rather scanty. It is reported that the Chief of the 
O.V.R.A., the fascist Secret Police, was assassinated on 
July 26th and the O.V.R.A. has been taken over since 
by the Army. Also that Badoglio has appointed as Chief 
of Police Carmine Senise, whom Mussolini had dismissed 
from the same post only three months ago!

We expressed the opinion in the last issue of Wax 
Commentary that the Italian Army might prove unreliable. 
No widespread mutinies have been reported, but some of 
the troops in Milan refused to fire on the workers, while 
in Rome soldiers joined the demonstrators. Badoglio has 
been withdrawing troops from Greece; and in view of 
the U.S. support for the new government (Roosevelt re­
buked a radio commentator for calling Badoglio ‘fascist’, 
and the king ‘semi-moronic’), Eisenhower’s offer to ex­
change 360,000 Italian prisoners for 80,000 Allied prison­
ers looks suspiciously like an attempt to bolster up the 
existing Italian army with fresh troops.
Economic Collapse Likely

\ The Finance Minister, Senator Domenico Bartolini, 
broadcast a warning on August 6th in which he declared: 
“Never has our financial situation been so grave and, with 
the increase of the public debt and fiduciary circulation we 
are rapidly drifting towards inflation.” It was reported 
soon after Mussolini fell that it had not been possible 
to pay wages in Milan, this being a contributory cause of 
the strikes. The new Minister of Corporations has dis­
solved the Fascist Corporations, and since this was not 
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