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“THE ANARCHIST MOVEMENT in Scotland has
received plenty of free publicity from the capitalist
press during the past week, as a result of accusations
‘made during the coal strike in Lanarkshire by Stalin-
ists, and by Lord Traprain, the Regional Controller
of Fuel and Power, that the strike had been incited
by anti-war elements including the Anarchists, the
I.L.P. and the Militant Miners. Actually, as the
following report will show, the strike was a spontan-
eous result of the men’s resentment at lying accusa-
tions made by a coal contractor against three strip-
pers at Wester Auchengeich colliery, and the im-
prisonment of 16 Cardowan miners for refusal to
pay fines imposed on them for participating in an
“unofficial” stoppage last May. *
However, our Scottish comrades have been
carrying on ‘propaganda in the coalfields since the
beginning of the war, and the fact that the miners,
in common with workers in other industries through-
out the country, are adopting the Anarchist tactic of
direct action, while, at the same time discontent and
disillusion is rapidly spreading, i1s undoubtedly giving
the Government, the coalowners and the Trade
Union leaders a nasty headache!
At the time of writing the
strike is continuing. Although
the 16 imprisoned men have
been released the men are carry-
ing on the struggle, demanding
the removal of the evil of coal
_ contracting at Wester Auchen-
‘geich Colliery, and the reinstate-
ment of the three union branch
officials at Cardowan suspended
by the executive of the Lanark-
shire Miners Union.
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LANARKSHIRE STRIKE

Miners fight for their righits

A CHALLENGE !

-Pat MecGowan and Andrew
Sterling, two of the suspgnded
branch officials at Cardowan,
have asked wus to publish- a
challenge in War Commentary
to Moffat and Pearson to meet
them publicly with a view to
ascertaining whether the sus-
pended men or the executive
are more sincere.
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ONE PENNY

ISSUES AT WESTER
AUCHENGEICH

The strike commenced at the Wester Auchen-
geich colliery on Monday, Sept. 2oth. On the pre-
vious Wednesday the contractor at the colliery,
Andrew Stevenson, had accused three day shift
strippers of malingering. The men referred this
matter to their union branch committee who con-
tacted the manager of the®colliery with a view to
forcing the contractor to withdraw his statement.
The men on day shift held a meeting on the Friday
and decided to continue work on the understanding

‘that the manager, William Sievwright, would bring

the contractor before the men the following day.

On Saturday the local branch officials together with -

the three accused men met the contractor and
manager.
not, in any sense, malingerers, but Stevenson refused
to withdraw his statement. As the manager refused

to take any action a state of deadlock ensued. The
local branch of the union referred the matter to the

area headquarters at Hamilton

the day shift decided to strike

until the management took
action against Stevenson. The
strike, from the outset, was

general throughout the colliery,
all of the men employed being
solidly behind the accused men,

in spite of the attempts of the
Stalinists

struggle.

Sievwright admitted that the men were -

and on the following Monday

to undermine the
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