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A CHALLENGE !
Pat McGowan and Andrew 
Sterling, two of the suspended 
branch officials at Cardowan, 
have asked us to publish a 
challenge in War Commentary 
to Moffat and Pearson to meet 
them publicly with a view to 
ascertaining whether the sus­
pended men or the executive 
are more sincere.

Miners fight for their rights
issues! AT WESTER 

AUCHENGEICH
THE ANARCHIST MOVEMENT in Scotland has 
received plenty of free publicity from the capitalist 
press during the past week, as a result of accusations 
made during the coal strike in Lanarkshire by Stalin­
ists, and by Lord Traprain, the Regional Controller 
of Fuel and Power, that the strike had been incited 
by anti-war elements including the Anarchists, the 
I.L.P. and the Militant Miners. Actually, as the 
following report will show, the strike was a spontan­
eous result of the men’s resentment at lying accusa­
tions made by a coal contractor against three strip­
pers at Wester Auchengeich colliery, and the im­
prisonment of 16 Cardowan miners for refusal to 
pay fines imposed on them for participating in an 
“unofficial” stoppage last May.

However, our Scottish comrades have been • 
carrying on propaganda in the coalfields since the 
beginning of the w7ar, and the fact that the miners, 
in common with workers in other industries through­
out the country, are adopting the Anarchist tactic of 
direct action, while, at the same time discontent and 
disillusion is rapidly spreading, is undoubtedly giving 
the Government, the coalowners
Union leaders a nasty headache!

At the time of writing the
strike is continuing. Although
the 16 imprisoned men have
been released the men are carry­
ing on the struggle, demanding
the removal of the evil of coal
contracting at Wester Auchen­
geich Colliery, and the reinstate­
ment of the three union branch
officials at Cardowan suspended
by the executive of the Lanark­
shire Miners Union.

area headquarters at Hamilton 
and on the following Monday 
the day shift decided to strike 
until the management took 
action against Stevenson. The 
strike, from the outset,
general throughout the colliery, 
all of the men employed being 
solidly behind the accused men, 
in spite of the attempts of the 
Stalinists to undermine the 
struggle.

The strike commenced at the Wester Auchen­
geich colliery on Monday, Sept. 20th. On the pre­
vious Wednesday the contractor at the colliery, 
Andrew Stevenson, had accused. three day shift 
strippers of malingering. The men referred this 
matter to their union branch committee who con­
tacted the manager of the* colliery with a view to 
forcing the contractor to withdraw his statement.. 
The men on day shift held a meeting on the Friday 
and decided to continue work on the understanding 
that the manager, William Sievwright, would bring 
the contractor before the men the following day. 
On Saturday the local branch officials together with 
the three accused men met the contractor and 
manager. Sievwright admitted that the men were 
not, in any sense, malingerers, but Stevenson refused 
to withdraw his statement. As the manager refused 
to take any action a state of deadlock ensued. The 
local branch of the union referred the matter to the
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papers denied that the fines had been paid by the 
union, but the true story was given on Saturday at a 
meeting of No. i Area, Lanarkshire Miners Union, 
by Pat McGowan. It was the usual story of Stalin­
ist treachery . . . Apparently the union leaders told 

• the men that the strike, with the exception of Car- 
dowan and Wester Auchengeich collieries, was ended. 
Actually over io pits were still out. The men were 
told that their fines would be paid on loan and fol­
lowing their release they were given packets of cigar­
ettes “as a gift from the union.”

It is clear, as delegates pointed out at the meet­
ing, that the officials had been forced to take action 
owing to the strike. If the men had not come out, 
their fellow workers would still have been in prison. 

: McGowan revealed that the police had visited 
the homes of all the imprisoned miners with a view 
to determining their political records. If any attempt 
was made to force the men to repay the fines he 
said, the struggle would be renewed.

No settlement has been reached in the dispute 
at Wester Auchengeich, and although some pits have 
temporarily resumed work, the strike continues. 
Cardowan are still out in support of the Wester 
Auchengeich and the suspended officials as well as 
several other pits. At the delegate meeting Joe 
O’Neill, President of the Wester Auchengeich branch 
of the L.M.U., declared that the men were deter­
mined to continue the struggle until the. evil of coal 
contracting had been removed. While they did not 
feel at Wester Auchengeich that the other collieries 
were under any obligation to"support their struggle, 
they would welcome any assistance they received
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from other pits in Lanarkshire. The delegates 
present assured them of the support of the pits they 
represented.

The strike is a symptom of the general unrest 
which is rapidly spreading among the British workers 
at the present time, and while, as syndicalists, we 
support every struggle of the worker against the boss, 
we are naturally most sympathetic when the issue 
involved, as in the above strike and the recent dis­
putes in Notts and Northumberland are centred 
around the issue of freedom.

Workers are learning, and learning rapidly, that 
the trade union movement is operating in the 
interests of the ruling class. The Lanarkshire dis­
pute provides yet another instance of the way in 
which the Labour and Stalinist union bosses act as 
stooges for 'the employing class. This will continue 
to happen as long as the workers tolerate the present 
form of organisation. The alternative is revolution­
ary industrial unions—Syndicalism.

That this fact is realised by the ruling class is 
obvious from the attacks made on the anarchists 
during the past week. Bevin has announced that 
steps are to be taken to prevent revolutionary propa­
ganda entering factories, shipyards and mines. This 
is the first step in a general attack on the revolution­
ary movement in this country. Unfortunately for 
Churchill, Bevin and their Communist lackeys they 
are acting too late. The workers are already on the 
move. The present industrial struggles will develop 
in the coming months—they will be the herald of the 
social revolution in this country—the revolution for 
peace, equality and freedom.

Boot Licking to Bevin
BEVIN in a speech made in 
Lancashire a few days ago said 
about the Communists:

• “We had the Communists 
seeking power for a long time. 
And now we get another sect 
trying to kill the Communists. 
One flea biting another flea. 
Don’t let them both bite you.” 

Daily Herald, Oct 2..
William Rust, Editor of the Daily Worker, wrote him 

a letter in answer to that, calling him Brother and licking 
the boots wThich had kicked him and his fellow travellers:, 
, „ “‘The Daily Worker’, Mr. Bevin, has given you

hearty and consistent support when other organs of 
the Press have been loud in denunciation. We stood 
with you on the Catering Bill and the registration of 
the older women. We like your working-class ways, 
we like your blunt stand for the workers and how 
you hand it out to the employers”

{Daily Worker, 5/10/43.)
Of course William Rust never heard the answer? 

Bevin gave some time ago in the House when he said that 
hundreds of workers had been put in prison BUT NOT A 
SINGLE EMPLOYER!




