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Back to Clvvy Street
WHEN:? ‘

WE ARE CONSTANTLY hearing suggestions
from government spokesmen that conscription be
retained after the war. It is even said that we must
be on our guard and fight for the retention of this
fine democratic - safeguard against “reactionaries’
who will attempt to get it repealed! Government
publicists remind us that demobilization cannot fol-
low the defeat of Germany because there also re-
mains Japan. They tell us the old, old tale that the
best way of getting peace is to prepare for war.
Then the red herring of “good or bad Germans” is
drawn across the path. We are told that Germany
must be “policed” for ten, twenty, thirty years after
her defeat. We are treated to long discussions as
to whether we shall have to police the “bad Ger-
mans” longer, or if we could ‘“‘co-operate” with the

“good Germans”. The fundamentally important
factor is carefully ignored; the fact that it will be
the German workers themselves who will deal with
the Nazis. And having cleared out reaction at home,
the German Revolution will, in the long run, be able
to deal also with the would-be despots from abroad.
But meantime, the important question for workers in
uniform is not so much the problematical future of
Germany, but who is to do the policing of Germany?

For the policing of Germany and the rest of
Europe—a job which is politely referred to as an
“International Police Force”’—cannot be done by
resolutions at patriotic meetings. It requires that
men be still kept in uniform, under arms, and still
on active service; just such work as the Regulars and
Reservists experienced in policing Palestine in 1937
during the Arab rising, and in policing India during
the riots of this time last year. |

They will not be required to police Europe,

~ nor even Germany, in order to suppress Fascism.

The Fascists are only able to keep down their op-
pressed subjects by the use of unlimited force and
terror; once they lose their organizations of violence,
they will be instantly set on and killed by the work-
ers. The International Police Force will not have
to suppress Fascism because the Fascists will already
have been suppressed. Witness the fate of Darlan,
of Heydrich, and of the Italian Fascists during that
brief taste of a workers’ Italy that might have lit up
all Europe, had not the Allies let in the Germans by
bombing the ‘workers of Milan, Turin, and Genoa.
No, it is not the Fascists whom the soldiers of today
will be required to police to-morrow, it is the workers
of Europe after they have risen and overthrown the
Fascists who will be the objects of Allied policing.

And who is to do this counter-revolutionary. -
police work on behalf of the vested interests that will
rule an Allied Europe? It will not be a force
specially recruited for the purpose. Nor will it be
drawn from the Metropolitan Police Force. It will
be those who are fighting now, who have fought
throughout the war, who will be ordered to go on
fighting, to be replaced only gradually by younger
men as they come of military age.

Captain Quintin Hogg, 35-year-old M.P. for
Oxford City, has given a detailed explanation of the
plan for demobilization put forward by the Conser-
vative Sub-Committee on Demobilization and Re-
settlement, in an interview with the Star, 6th Oct.,
1943. As one of the members of the committee he

made it clear that:

“One of the outstanding pomts made in the report
is that for many years, even after the war against the
Japanese has been won, the youths of Britain will have
to be conscripted for the armed forces when they reach
the age of 18, so that tens of thousands of men who
have fought for four, five, or six years can be freed to
follow civilian life again.”









