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Back to Civvy Street
WHEN? ’

WE ARE CONSTANTLY hearing suggestions 
from government spokesmen that conscription be 
retained after the war. It is even said that we must 
be on our guard and fight for the retention of this 
fine democratic • safeguard against “reactionaries” 
who will attempt to get it repealed! Government 
publicists remind us that demobilization cannot fol­
low the defeat of Germany because there also re­
mains Japan. They tell us the old, old tale that the 
best way of getting peace is to prepare for war. 
Then the red herring of “good or bad Germans” is 
drawn across the path. We are told that Germany 
must be “policed” for ten, twenty, thirty years after 
her defeat. We are treated to long discussions as 
to whether we shall have to police the “bad Ger­
mans” longer, or if we could “co-operate” with the 
“good Germans”. The fundamentally important 
factor is carefully ignored; the fact that it will be 
the German workers themselves who will deal with 
the Nazis. And having cleared out reaction at home, 
the German Revolution will, in the long run, be able 
to deal also with the would-be despots from abroad. 
But meantime, the important question for workers in 
uniform is not so much the problematical future of 
Germany, but who is to do the policing of Germany? 

For the policing of Germany and the rest of 
Europe—a job which is politely referred to as an 
“International Police Force”—cannot be done by 
resolutions at patriotic meetings. It requires that 
men be still kept in uniform, under arms, and still 
on active service; just such work as the Regulars and 
Reservists experienced in policing Palestine in 1937 
during the Arab rising, and in policing India during 
the riots of this time last year.

They will not be required to police Europe, 
nor even Germany, in order to suppress Fascism.

The Fascists are only able to keep down their op­
pressed subjects by the use of unlimited force and 
terror; once they lose their organizations of violence, 
they will be instantly set on and killed by the work­
ers. The International Police Force will not have 
to suppress Fascism because the Fascists will already 
have been suppressed. Witness the fate of Darlan, 
of Heydrich, and of the Italian Fascists during that 
brief taste of a workers’ Italy that might have lit up 
all Europe, had not the Allies let in the Germans by 
bombing the workers of Milan, Turin, and Genoa. 
No, it is not the Fascists whom the soldiers of today 
will be required to police to-morrow, it is the workers 
of Europe after they have risen and overthrown the 
Fascists who will be the objects of Allied policing.

And who is to do this counter-revolutionary 
police work on behalf of the vested interests that will 
rule an Allied Europe? It will not be a force 
specially recruited for the purpose. Nor will it be 
drawn from the Metropolitan Police Force. It will 
be those who are fighting now, who have fought 
throughout the war, who will be ordered to go on 
fighting, to be replaced only gradually by younger 
men as they come of military age.

Captain Quintin Hogg, 35-year-old M.P. for 
Oxford City, has given a detailed explanation of the 
plan for demobilization put forward by the Conser­
vative Sub-Committee on Demobilization and Re­
settlement, in an interview .with the Star, 6th Oct., 
1943. As one of the members of the committee he 
made it clear that:

“One of the outstanding points made in the report 
is that for many years, even after the war against the 
Japanese has been won, the youths of Britain will have 
to be conscripted for the armed forces when they reach 
the age of 18, so that tens of thousands of men who 
have fought for four, five, or six years can be freed to 
follow civilian life again.” ...
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“ . . . Whatever happens” said Capt. Hogg, “it 
will, we believe, be necessary to retain conscription for 
an indefinite period. We do not expect the war in the 
Pacific to be over for a number of years, and .even 
afterwards we will have to maintain large armies of . 
occupation in Europe and elsewhere.

“And if after this, we feel there is even the re­
motest danger of attack from any quarter, we will have 
to maintain large regular forces . . .

. . . According to Capt. Hogg, it is inevitable that 
many men now in the Forces will still be serving ten 
or more years hence.

He put it in this way: “If the War Office lay 
down that they must have a definite number of skilled 
men, they will 'have to have them, and the only men 
available will be those with experience of actual fight­
ing. We must not, at any cost, be left with an army 
of ‘rookies’.”

Nor let there be any illusions as to their ability 
to carry this scheme out. Captain Hogg speaks for 
the Conservative Party who command the important 
places in the Government, who have the prestige 
which Winston Churchill has carefully built up for 
himself (assiduously marking for the Tory leader the 
glory of the whole war effort), and in addition the 
newspaper prestige built up for “non-political” 
Generals, such as Alexander and Montgomery (we 
have seen in America that General ^McArthur is 
already mentioned as a possible candidate for the 
Presidency. French and Polish Generals have al­
ready risen politically, and most important, Marshal 
Petain, Marshal Badoglio, and Admiral Darlan and 
their like have come into politics in time of crisis 
as “non-political” soldiers!).

It is precisely because the military forces are 
marked out for a long job of occupational reconquest 
that they have been kept in the state of serfdom 
proper to the early days of the last century. Not 
even the pretence of freedom is allowed to the armed 
forces, and that in spite of the fact that the political 

. events of the world have compelled them to talk of 
“freedom” and “anti-fascism” and “a new social 
order”. People outside the army may prate of the 
“democratization of the Forces”, but soldiers know 
well enough what it amounts to in practice.

The men must be kept in uniform as long as 
possible in order to “solve” unemployment; to police 
Europe for as long as the vested interests wish, to 
reconquer Asia, and to get ready for the next war— 
sometimes alluded to as “maintaining a strong 
Britain”. And in this state of continual serfdom, 
men who have three, four, or even more years of 
service, are expected to go on for still further years. 
For the Tory officer class, such a prospect is not so 
bad. The young sons of peers usually go into the 
army anyway as a career to while away their time till 
the old man passes out and they take over the man­
agement of the country estates. Members of Par­
liament take good care to look after their own politi­
cal freedom, though they look on it as mutiny if the 
rank-and-file should ask even for the right of organ­
ization conceded to Merchant Navy men, equally in 
the front line.

But there are indications that the Tories have 
seen the red light and are already seeking to allay 
prospective urest. They are scared of the problem 
of demobilization—they remember last time. The 
end of the last war brought mutinies on the Western 
Front, while frank insubordination was the rule after 
the Armistice. The troops refused to go on parade, 
camps were burnt down, and the soldiers even seized 
Calais as a demonstration. Armed demonstrations 
marched from Waterloo station to the War Office, 
Winston Churchill was besieged in Whitehall, and 
the troops at Aidershot seized Army lorries and 
drove to London to join the demonstrations. So 
scared were the government that many of the troops 
in Europe were disarmed before they were embarked 
for home. ./

In the last war too, there was this talk of “gradual 
demobilization”. But the soldiers themselves decided 
the issue in their own way—they demobilized them­
selves. With this in mind, the Tories have put for­
ward their “Points” plan. It is only right, they say, 
for those who have been in service longest to be de­
mobilized first. Their object is not, however, to be 
fair; it is to divide the interests of the soldiers. Just 
as the schedule of Reserved Occupations made many 
men not bother about opposing conscription, because 
they thought they would get out of it anyway, so the 
Tories hope that men who think they will be early 
demobbed will not make trouble. Divide and Rule; 
it is the old never forgotten method of Government. 
The Points plan will probably resemble the Schedule 
of Reserved Occupations in another respect: it will 
be chucked aside as soon as it has served its purpose 
of producing disunity among servicemen.

In the last war Lloyd George and President 
Wilson bamboozeld many with their wonderful words 
about the glorious new world order. Adolf Hitler 
admits he copies Lloyd George. To-day, however, 
the politicians are as cynical as Clemenceau was then. 
In spite of the pretences by Liberals, Labour, and 
the reform merchants like Beveridge, the truth is 
often put to us by such as Quintin Hogg, speaking 
for the real intentions of Britain’s rulers. Let us 
face the realization that we have nothing to expect 
after the war but professional militarism. The sooner 
they realise that the sooner will the workers turn to 
the path of struggle, as the European masses have 
done. .

The Anarchists have always declared that a new 
world of freedom and social opportunity could only 
come with a complete change: it could not come 
through supporting politicians, or -through support­
ing States.. The fact that having got power over 
the masses the capitalist politicians are unwilling to 
let it go after the war, proves the anarchist conten­
tion made at the beginning of the war, that only by z 
taking action for themselves will the masses achieve 
a new world of freedom.




