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DURING THEIR YEARS of exile Italian Anar­
chists refused to ’ collaborate with republicans and , 
social democrats. They declared that these people 
would be more concerned, when their moment came 
to return to Italy, with gaining important posts in 
the government than with the liberation of the Italian 
people. Whether simply greedy politicians or men 
of sincere goodwill, their political creeds—all being 
authoritarian and governmental in outlook—would 
compel them to take the course of trying to take 
phe fruits and prizes of the anti-fascist insurrection 
‘of the Italian workers and peasants.

Count Sforza, a Republican of socialistic sym­
pathies, shows the validity of the Anarchists’ argu­
ment. He has now returned to Italy to ally himself 
with the Italian Darlan, Badoglio. Indeed Sforza 
well illustrates how the political “convictions” of 
such men are the servants eof their opportunity. On 
October ist he declared “emphatically that he will 
in no circumstances become a member of the Badog­
lio government.” On October ioth, he is quoted by
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Reynolds News as making a similar statement. Next 
week (October 17th) the same paper reports that 
“the Leader of the Free Italy Movement said he had 
nothing to add to his previous statements until he 
had visited the Italian mainland.” But on October 
21 st he speaks of his political differences with Ba­
doglio almost as if they were merely differences of 
temperament: “Marshal Badoglio was an old friend 
of mine. I knew him as a good general. We went 
two ways—he to Fascism, I into exile. Now he 
heads the Italian Government which has declared 
war on Germany. As long as he prosecutes the war 
loyally (!) and energetically, supported by the Italian 
people, I shall do what I can to help him.” The 
News Chronicle reporter (S. L. Solon) states: “I 
understood from his reply that he would not refuse a 
place in the Government if it were offered to him.” 

In spite of the fact that he and his friends have 
been for 20 years denouncing Badoglio as a collabo­
rator with Fascism, in spite of denials of a few weeks 
ago, politician Sforza will jump at a ministerial post 
under his old friend the Duke of Addis Ababa, who 
unfortunately plumped for Fascism, and so regret­
tably dropped mustard gas on the Abyssinians. Now 
that it suits his ends, and those of his British and 
American Allies, Sforza is quite prepared to “be­
lieve” that Badoglio has the support of the Italian
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Sforza is not alone in depending on the military 
to govern (or “liberate” as the Allies term it) the 
people he hopes to rule over. The refugee Queen of 
Holland., Wilhelmina, told the occupied Dutch in a 
recent broadcast that “A considerable number of our 
compatriots have been trained for the application of 
a state of siege. Under the leadership of a soldier, 
they will be charged with the exercise of military 
authority which will be present in the hour of libera­
tion provided with orders for the cleansing and the 
revival of civil authority.”

• We have repeatedly declared that the war will 
only end when the revolutionary forces of the work­
ers join hands across the frontiers to overthrow their 
warring rulers. This insistence on military regimes 
which has been a historical feature of the war 
(Petain, Darlan, Giraud, Badoglio), as the likely 
form of government after the war shows that the 
ruling class have also grasped the truth which we 
enunciate. The clearest statement on this issue 
comes from that seasoned Dictator, and friend of 
Fascism and the British Government, Salazar, when 
speaking on the mobilization of the Portuguese: “It
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may be necessary to reinforce the colonial garrisons 
... In the unfortunate times in which we are living, 
(the military) may have to be used against foreign 
enemies as much as against internal enemies of nat­
ional disintegration”. So for Salazar, the Army is 
for use primarily against the Home Front of the 
Portuguese workers, but it may have to be used 
against “foreign enemies” also. Not many are so 
frank about the real function of the Army. 

Where do the Sforzas, the Liberals, Socialists, 
and Republicans of the “Free Governments” of 
exiles come in? In the militaristic post-war world, ’ 
Anglo-American imperialism uses them to sugar the 
pill, to provide the “progressive” touch for which 
the “League of Nations” did service in the last war. 
Willing traitors, they seek to dupe their working 
class compatriots into accepting domination from 
without by the Allies, just as Laval and Quisling 
acted as the willing tools of the “New Order”. 

Anarchists would not support them in the past, 
and do not do so now. They h^ve no use for the 
Darlans, the Girauds, and Badoglios, who hunt with 
the Axis until it suits them to sell themselves to the 
Allies, nor with the hangers-on like Sforza who hope 
to cash in on the government jobs. The Anarchists’ 
struggle is with the people over whom these politi­
cians seek to rule. With the anti-Nazi workers of 
Germany and the occupied territory no less than 
with the anti-Fascist workers in Italy oppressed by 
the Gestapo, Badoglio and the R.A.F. bombs. And 
with the working class in Spain and Portugal, Who 
fight on while their hangmen rulers hob-nob with 
Hoare and Eden and Churchill, the enemies of the I 
people at home. . *
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people. * Yet only a few months ago the British and 
American soldiers were told to die to liberate the 
Italians from this same government and its rulers. 

Apart from his work in Abyssinia, the Italians, 
have quite a lot to thank Badoglio •for. They will 
not easily forget his martial law decrees, his repres­
sion of the striking workers. But now, on his own 
admission, it is he who saved Mussolini from the 
“mob” (this is the Marshal’s word for the Italian 
people). In an interview reported in the News 
Chronicle on 23rd October, he stated that after he 
had, at the King’s request, formed a government, one 
of his first acts was to “place the fallen dictator 
under protective custody ‘for his own sake’. Musso­
lini appreciated this act, which very likely saved him 
from the wrath of the mob, and I later received a 
letter from him thanking me”.

Together with his British and American mas­
ters, Sforza is, of course, in favour of trying war 
:riminals, but Badoglio, who was a member of the 
Fascist Party, who gassed the Abyssinians, who saved 
Mussolini from the “mob”, and then tried to crush 
the insurrectionary forces which ousted the dictator, 
who turned his coat while his soldiers were still 
fighting with Eisenhower’s on the beaches, and who 
now includes nien with the record of Ambrosio and 
Roatta in his government—this man is accepted by 
the Republican “anti-fascist”, Sforza, as the Leader 
of xhe Italian people. Yet Sforza acts merely as other 

i politicians in this war have already acted; Quisling 
> and Darlan, Weygand and Badoglio—utterly without 

principle in the pursuit of power. It is to be hoped 
« that when the people rise again they will destroy not 
w only the Darlans but also all those who have been 

prepared to collaborate with them. £ ’ 1 _ w-_ — — a.-, -J -4- L-fc I 4. z-k -_ _
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We anticipate that this edition will sell faster 
than the first.
We advise ouj readers that our paper problem 
is such that we do not anticipate being able to 
print another edition once this one is exhausted. 
So if you are anxious to have a copy, order 
now. / ,
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