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The Kharkov Trial

THE KHARKOV CIRCUS has ended and to the
theatre applause of the assembled population and the
lukewarm and doubtful approval of the British Press

the, German soldiers Wilhelm Langheld, Reinhardt

Retzlav, Hans Ritz and ‘the Russian lorry driver
Michael Bulanov are hanged. We cannot tell, from
the evidence revealed, whether or not the men are
guilty -as accused or if the alleged atrocities have
been committed, but certain features of the play
merit comment.

As in the celebrated “Moscow trials”, the chlef
evidence is furnished by the accused themselves who
confessed. In English law confession is doubtful
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evidence and we recall cases even of murder, where
self-accused prisoners have been found not guilty.
Even Russian law technically recognises the above
sound principle, but in practice relies on its violation.

An equally dangerous innovation in judicial pro-
cedure is the Propaganda Trial, a trial which is
staged not so much to discover gmlt and award pun-
ishment or acquittal, but as an addition. to the
already  extensive propaganda technique of govern-
Looked at purely in a judicial sense a trial
should be entirely free of propaganda. Judicially,
the purpose of a trial is to discover the truth-of the
case. The purpose of propaganda is to sell an idea;
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