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ALL,-BOYS, I MUST GET MY. PAY PACKET FIRST 
ADVERTISEMENTS HAVE TO BE PAID FOR, TOO.

or, with sly winks and 
its end in a couple of

months. A target of not less than £165,000,000 for 
London alone is spoken of.

But in all this noisy, shabby circus we seek in 
vain for one word or thought of the Soldier we are 
called to salute.

Certainly, if heroism and fortitude are qualities 
to be admired apart from the cause in which they are 
aroused, we would not deny the soldier’s salute. 
But all this speechmaking and hullabaloo has nothing 
to do with the soldier. The persons who play their

AND j

THE SOLDIER’S PAY
LONDON HAS JUST witnessed a “Salute the 
Soldier” week. Military bands have played; every­
one from Home Guard to Wolf Cub with a uniform 
has donned it and bashed off thousands of coupons- 
worth of shoe leather on the London paving stones. 
Flags have waved and dust has risen. Politicians, 
mayors and pompous nonentities have made copy­
book speeches and on alternate days have told us the 
war would last for years, 
solemn nods, have hinted 
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depopulating of factories devoted to civilian needs, 
it decreases the supply of commodities.

But if the soldier asks for an extra bob a day— 
that would be inflation! A government which in­
flates by millions of pounds a day of wasteful expen­
diture is horrified at the financial instability which 
they conjure up from the soldier’s bob.

But the soldier is ever less content with annual 
salutes; he is moving closer to his brother in industry. 
The man in khaki looks with sympathy on the 
struggle of the miner. Fearing this, the employing 
class and their lackeys the trade union leaders seek 
to drive a wedge of misunderstanding between work­
ers in uniform and workers in civvies. To the sol­
dier they say, “the'miner is stabbing you in the 
back.” To the worker they say, “the soldier will 
cause inflation by his unreasonable demands.”

When soldiers and workers remember their 
common problem, when they remember the homes 
of worker and soldier side by side in the same street, 
the two shopping baskets going to the same shop, 
the same problem of childrens’ footwear they will 
see clearly their identity of interest. Turning to the 
solution of their own economic problems the un­
tiring efforts of industry and the fortitude and deter­
mination of, Cassino, they can win the wage fight 
and the battle of the soldier’s pay—but only together. 

United with his fellow workers in industry the 
soldier may win his pay and leave the salutes to 
the generals.
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APPRENTICES STRIKE
As we are going to press, apprentices in 15 Clydeside 

engineering shops have come out on strike in sympathy 
with the Tyneside apprentice strike. It is expected that 
apprentices in all trades will come out as well.

Apprentices in Tyneside shipyards, engineering works 
and electrical and other works came out on strike to 
protest against being called up under the mines ballot.

2
< • 4 ...

cheap commercial traveller tricks in the sale of war 
loan certificates are not interested in the soldier. 
In so far as the soldier’s name is associated with the 
campaign the latter verges on “obtaining money by 
false pretences”.

For, even while the “Salute the Soldier” week 
was being organised, Parliament and the Govern­
ment led by Churchill were refusing even a slight 
increase in the soldier’s pay.

We should use every displayed gun, poster and 
flag as a reminder of the most underpaid workers of 
the war, miners, railmen or soldiers. Discontent is 
growing in the Army ; the soldier is not satisfied with 
salutes. Small as is the soldier’s pay when consider­
ed in the cold blood of mathematics, it is even 
smaller when set against the human needs of a 
soldier in barracks or camp.

Members of the Churchill cabinet have evaluated 
the soldier’s pay, including the worth of his board 
and lodging in their little sums of addition. What 
they so carefully concealed was the fact that the 
soldier spends the greatest part of his “pocket 
money” on food. Army food is so dull and mono- . 
tonous and often so badly served that it is no 
wonder that N.A.A.F.I. makes an annual profit of 
over £8,000,000. Little wonder, too, that in the 

. neighbourhood of military concentrations fish and 
chip shops and the little cafe with “beans and chips”’ 
abound.

Add to his food problem the question of 
“evenings out” and the soldier must become a 
trained accountant to make ends meet. If anything 
he needs more, not less, than his civilian brother to 
brighten his evenings. Most often without any com­
fortable place to relax, without armchair or radio, 
his only solace is the pub or cinema—if he has the 
money.

But of even greater concern to the soldier with 
wife and children dependant upon him is the bitter 
issue of dependants’ allowances. His brief leaves, 
the unguarded sentences of letters from home reveal 
the desperate struggle to make ends meet.

The increasingly acute problems of soldiers and 
their dependants are answered by Churchill with a 
refusal of relief and the promise of a long war—or 
wars. The bogy of inflation is raised.

What is inflation? When the issue of money 
■is increased and the manufacture of commodities is 
kept stationary or decreased then a greater amount 
of money is set against a lesser amount of goods, 
therefore, money lessens in value—inflation begins. 
Inflation is here. All there is to discuss is degrees 
of inflation. Every day and in almost every act the 
Government increases inflation, the economists mys­
tical word, for rising prices. The Government urges, 
even forces, men to work overtime. It forces house- 
wives into factories. It increases the aggregate wage 

fcbill. At the same time, by quotas, rationing and the 

MAY DAY MEETING 
For working class solidarity across the frontiers 

Sunday, April 30th, at 6.30 p.m. 
in the

LARGE HOLBORN HALL
Grays Inn Road.

Speaker: Tom Brown
• ■ Cha irman: Mat Kavanagh
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"KAMARADSCHAFT1
An incident of class solidarity between 

French and German mine workers.




