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Bevin <1 eclares
war on

BEHIND A RAMPART of glasses in the ostenta­
tious luxury of the Dorchester Hotel Mr. Ernest 
Bevin, trade union boss and His Majesty’s Socialist 
Minister of Labour declared war on the striking

Mi ners
miners last week. Not, of course, alone against the 
miners is the declaration made, but, also against the 
engineering apprentices, the Belfast engineers and 
any other body of workers who may object to the 
servile conditions of their employment.

But Bevin’s emphasis upon the miners whilst 
making his threats is in the tradition of the British 
employing class. Attacks against the working class, 
or attempts of that class to improve the condition of 
labour, have most often begun with a battle between 
the miners and the employing class and its govern­
ment. In 1926 and 1921, in the wage struggles of 
1910 to 1914, in the fight for a shorter working day, 
the struggle against the truck system, in the contest 
to establish the right to combine, the miners’ fight 
has been the opening battle of a serifes. The defeat 
or victory of the pitmen has ever been the forecast 
of the defeat or victory of the working class. So, 
in the threat of Bevin, although aimed especially at 
the miners, we see a general. attack on the workers. 

In a style reminiscent of J. H. Thomas’s’, “As 
God is my witness” Bevin declared, “I can stand 
with my hand on my heart and say that the miners 
have achieved everything in the last four years that 
they have fought for since 1912.”

Everything except the expropriation of coal 
royalties and wayleaves, the complete abolition of 
district agreements, the six hour working day (the 
miners’ working day is now longer that it was twenty 
years ago) a certain standard of wages (now lower 
than twenty-five years ago) and a host of other 
items. On the other hand, certain conditions en­
joyed by the miners for many generations are, as
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in the case of the Yorkshire house coal dispute, now 
being attacked.

“WORSE THAN AN AIR RAID”
In the Bevin scale of values a strike for a higher 

wage is worse than an air raid on a working class 
city. “What has happened this week in Yorkshire 
is worse than if Hitler had bombed Sheffield and 
cut our communications,” said Bevin, as reported in 
the Daily Express, April 5, 1944.

It is evident that the trade union leaders regard 
strikes with even greater apprehension than do the 
employers. Bevin’s threat is a continuation of the 
Essential Works Order and the other anti-working 
class legislation of his regime and represents not only 
the interest of the employing class but, also, the 
interest of the trade union bosses. The Trade union 
bureaucracy, both Social-Democratic and Commun­
ist, welcome such measures which strengthen their 
hands against a revolting rank and file and back 
up their anti-strike activity with the harshest threats 
and power of the law.

Ever since 1922 the trade union bureaucracy 
(to which the Communists had not attained until 
three or four years ago) has fought against strikes— 
remember, every strike is “unofficial”. The Trades 
Disputes Act of 1927 strengthened them in this 
fight. The wartime labour legislation consolidated 
their position. Now against the mutterings of a 
rising storm they insure themselves in the only pos­
sible way—by further incorporation of the trade 
unions into the state apparatus and the legislation 
of their dictatorship within the unions. Now that 
the Communists have succeeded in capturing a num­
ber of trade union bureaucrats’ jobs after years ol 
longing and striving, they, too, joined with their one 
time rivals for power in the attempt to make 
bureaucracy all powerful in the trade unions.



WAR COMMENTARY

THE BRITISH NAZI LABOUR FRONT
The immediate aim of the trade union bosses 

is to secure by collaboration with the employers' 
State and in return for “sacrifices” by the workers 
the legal enforcement of their programme of:

1. Compulsory enrolment of all workers in a 
trade union with enforced stoppages of trade 
union contributions.

2. Plenipotentiary power; full power to negotiate 
- agreements without consulting unpaid execu­

tives or the rank and file and the complete en­
forcement of such agreements by the full power 
of the State without discussion or ballot by the 
members of the unions.
The establishment of the principle of perma­
nent officials with the use of State power 
against all opposition., either in the unions or 
in industry.
To outlaw strikes, in wartime or peace, by the 
most severe penalties short of the death 
sentence. .
To incorporate the trade unions into the State 
machine as a sort of extra Civil Service.
All these aims are principles of that German 

Nazi Labour Front which the German trade union 
leaders asked to join in 1933. If any doubt of the 
truth of this assertion is felt, let the reader review 
the events of trade union history of the past few 
years and look out for such developments in the near 
future. Bevin’s speech at the Dorchester certainly 
carries the bureaucracy a long way towards their 
totalitarian goal.

“He will demand that the leaders get the 
permission of their members to act as full pleni­
potentiaries in negotiations with the Government 
and the owners. If they make an agreement, it 
must stand without further reference to the ' • ... V
membership to ballot on its acceptance or rejec-

ONCE AGAIN—THE RED SCARE*

It seems that the Trotskyists are to be the first 
scapegoats of the Government’s coal muddle. It is 
significant that the Daily Mail, which used to run 
a perennial anti-communist scare, attributing to the 
C.P. the cause of events entirely out of the control 
of the tiny Communist Party, is the leader of the 
anti-Trotskyist scare. The Daily Mail has always 
been run on scares and “menaces”. Now that the 
Communist Party has- adopted the policy of the 

'Daily Mail, the Rothermere Press puts up another 
straw man and gallantly knocks him down.

We have nothing in common with Trotskyism. 
Trotsky, the co-architect of the present Bolshevik 
slave state, was as great an enemy of the Russian 
workers as were Lenin and Stalin. Trotsky, as 
Bolshevik boss of the railways, introduced the com­
plete militarisation of the railway workers, abolish­
ing their committees and soviets. Trotsky murder­
ed the Kronstandt sailors and workers, flower of the 
Revolution. Nor can we agree with the British 
Trotskyists’ statement: “We support the War of the 
Soviet Union.” (Statement of the London D.C. of 
the Revolutionary Communist Party—4th Inter­
national, April, 1944)- •

Anarchism does not support a war in defence 
of the interest of the Bolshevik ruling class, or an 
imperialist war for the extension, or retention, of 
territory in Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Esthonia,
Finland or elsewhere.

Nevertheless, we call upon the workers to rally 
in defence of the Trotskyists for this is only the 
beginning of sharp and ruthless attacks upon the 
working class. In this case, first the Trotskyists, 
next, maybe, the Anarchists or I.L.P., then, swiftly, 
the miners, engineers, dockers and the rest.

So-called “agitators” do not cause strikes.
Strikes are the result of deep resentment against 
unjust and harsh working conditions. They may 
imprison the “agitators”, but strikes will go on so 
long as capitalism exists. Bevin and the employing 
class know this and as well as schemes against
Trotskyites, Anarchists and I.L.P.’ers they have well 
laid plans of terror against any body of industrial 
workers who dare to question the contents of their 
pay packets or the authority of the trade union 
leaders. But we cannot win the main battle if we 
deliberately lose the first skirmishes. That fight is 
now on. Rally!

tion.
He wants an absolute guarantee that the 

miners will not strike, whatever their grievance, 
for the duration of the war.”

Daily Express, 5/4/44.
Bevin and the other trade union bosses, with 

the owners, are willing to use any brutal weapon to 
accomplish their aim. The News Chronicle of April 
8, 1944 forecasts a penalty of ten years penal servi­
tude for organising strike action, while the Daily 
Express of April 5, 1944 reporting Bevin, hints at 
“some form of military control of the coalfields.”
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27 Belsize Road,

4

iiolhorn Hall, Grays Inn Road
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"KAMARADSCHAFT"
London, N.W.6.

MAY DAY MEETING
Sunday, April 30th at 6.30 p.m.

L arge
Speaker: Tom Brown

Chairman: Mat Kavanagh
Tickets: I/- at the door or from Freedom Press
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