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TWOPENCE

Bevin declares

war on

BEHIND A RAMPART of glasses in the ostenta-
tious luxury of the Dorchester Hotel Mr. Ernest
Bevin, trade union boss and His Majesty’s Socialist
Minister of Labour declared war on the striking
miners last week. Not, of course, alone against the

miners is the declaration made, but, also against the -

engineering apprentices, the Belfast engineers and
any other body of workers who may object to the
servile conditions of their employment.

But Bevin’s emphasis upon the miners whilst
making his threats is in the tradiuion of the British
employing class. Attacks against the working class,
‘or attempts of that class to improve the condition of
labour, have most often begun with a battle between
the miners and the employing class and its govern-
ment. In 1926 and 1921, in the wage struggles of
1910 t0 1914, in the fight for a shorter working day,
the struggle against the truck system, in the contest
to establish the right to combine, the miners’ fight
has been the opening battle of a serits. The defeat
or victory of the pitmen has ever been the forecast
of the defeat or victory of the working class. So,
in the threat of Bevin, although aimed especially at
 the miners, we see a general.attack on the workers.

In a style remlmscent of J. H. Thomas’s’, “As
God is my witness”’ Bevin declared, “I can statnd
with my hand on my heart and say that the miners
have achieved everything in the last four years that
they have fought for since 1912.”

Everything except the expropriation of coal
royalties and wayleaves, the complete abolition of
district agreements, the six hour working day (the
miners’ working day is now longer that it was twenty
years ago) a certain standard of wages (now lower
than twenty-five years ago) and a host of other
items. On the other hand, certain conditions en-

joyed by the miners for many generations are, as

Miners

in the case of the Yorkshire house coal dispute, now
being attacked.

“WORSE THAN AN AIR RAID”

In the Bevin scale of values a strike for a higher
wage 1s worse than an air raid on a working class
city. “What has happened this week in Yorkshire
1s worse than if Hitler had bombed Sheffield and
cut our communications,” -said Bevin, as reported in
the Daily Express, April 5, 1944.

It is evident that the trade union leaders regard
strikes with even greater apprehension than do the
employers. Bevin’s threat is a continuation of the
Essential Works Order and the other anti-working
class legislation of his régime and represents not only
the interest of the employing class but, also, the
interest of the trade union bosses. The Trade union
bureaucracy, both Social-Democratic and Commun-
ist, welcome such measures which strengthen their
hands against a revolting rank and file and back
up their anti-strike activity with the harshest threats
and power of the law. |

Ever since 1922 the trade union bureaucracy
(to which the Communists had not attained until
three or four years ago) has fought against strikes—
remember, every strike is “unofficial’. The Trades
Disputes Act of 1927 strengthened them in this
fisht. The wartime labour legislation consolidated
their position. Now against the mutterings of a
rising storm they insure themselves in the only pos-
sible way—by further incorporation of the trade
unions into the state apparatus and the legislation
of their dictatorship within the unions. Now thai
the Communists have succeeded in capturing a num-
ber of trade union bureaucrats’ jobs after years ol
longing and striving, they, too, joined with their one¢
time rivals for power in the attempt to make
bureaucracy all powerful in the trade unions.









