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AS THE WAR drags through its fifth year the minds
of men turn with keener realism to that uncertain and
perilous time the “post-war period”. During the early 
years of the war optimistic prophecy was dominant— 
“this time the boys will not come back to the dole 
queue.” From our observation and hearing that easy 
mood is being rapidly dissipated by the approach of a
doubtful peace. Lest there be some who form their 
judgment, not by observing life, but entirely by the 
evidence of books, we refer to the “Mass Observation” 
volume The Journey Home, War-time Survey, prepared 
for the Advertising Service Guild (John Murray, 6s.) 
published last week.

Claiming to have made a wide and representative

survey in all classes, men and women, civilians and 
forces, “Mass Observation” reports a sinking of the 
level of “hope” and “expectation” during the last three 
years. On the subjects of unemployment, social service, 
education and reforms the people express, not what they 
expect, but what they would like. Fear of the future 
has taken the place of light-hearted, light-headed hope. 
Spoken or unspoken, each man’s fear is that National 
Victory means Personal Defeat.

Certainly the experience and accounts of everyday 
life in Britain in the years which followed the Armistice 
give the workers little foundation for hope. Nor do 
recent policies and tendencies indicate any fundamental 
change in the intention of the ruling class. The last



post-war period brought unemployment and reduction 
of out-of-work pay (from 29s. to 15s.) lock-outs and 
savage wage cuts and most scandalous of all3 the most 
cynical and callous treatment of out-of-work and dis­
abled ex-service men.

Yet, the blows of those post-war years were soft­
ened by certain factors which are now absent. Trade 
unions, in spite of unscientific organisation, still func­
tioned for a while as centres of resistance, witness the 
successful railway strike of 1919. The shop steward 
movement of the war period still flourished and Con­
tinental insurrection raised revolutionary hope.

Now, the trade unions, personified by Bevin and 
iAA, have reached the last stage of corruption. The 
old shop stewards’ movement is replaced by a Com­
munist set of imposters who have identified the name 
of shop steward with that of spies and informers, wind­
bags and place hunters. In place of the reformist or 
revolutionary hopes of the workers of 1919 there is now 
everywhere deep cynicism.

In spite of these hard facts which we must face, 
we know that the days of uncertainty which will follow 
this war will be days of opportunity to the working 
class and the revolutionary movement. No longer can 
millions of workers be deceived by the hope of a Labour 
Government. Before their eyes, in the acts of Mor­
rison, Bevin and others, is the evidence -of what 
“Labour in Power” means. No alternative party with 
the sentimental appeal of Labour exists to take its 
place. The Communist Party has been long self-dis- 
credited as the lackey of Churchill and the employers. 
The open and self-imposed incorporation of the trade 
unions into the capitalist state clears the way for the 
building of a Syndicalist, a revolutionary industrial 
unionist movement.

Even the widespread cynicism need not alarm us. 
It is a necessary, though dangerous, stage of social 
development. Doubt is the beginning of knowledge.

Already there are obvious signs that the youth 
of to-day are likely to be more difficult to control than 
were those of 1919. The widespread and firm resist­
ance of the “Bevin boys” is just one of the stone walls 
for ministerial heads to bang against.

The post-war depression feared by all is already 
showing itself in miniature. Overtime has been largely 
stopped throughout the country by government order, 
while the “pay-as-you-earn” system of income tax de­
ducts heavier sums from the worker’s pay packet. The 
“no-overtime” order shows the rotten state of war-time 
“high wages”. To meet the rising cost of living work­
ers snatched at Sunday work; the cost of living con­
tinued to rise and a seven day week became a necessity 
for millions. The closing of munition factories and re­
duction of staff in others brings the spectre of unem­
ployment before millions of workers. Ex-servicemen 
after being wounded are being offered jobs below the 
average of wages earned by other workers, a foretaste 
of the general post-war treatment of ex-servicemen.
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Little wonder that cynical smiles from the army ranks 
greet the vague and windy promises of politicians. 
There are signs that the serviceman of to-day will rely 
more on his own efforts than on politician’s honour or 
charity merchant’s condescension.

It should be increasingly easy for Anarchists to 
demonstrate that only an economy based on the social 
ownership of the means of production by workers’ con­
trol can solve the social problems which the War has 
violently suppressed and which the “Peace” will release 
in more violent form. The War came because of the 
violent contradiction of capitalist production and capi­
talist property relations. The War, contrary to the 
prophecies of the Lefts and according to the foresight 
of revolutionaries, has solved no problem but has aggra­
vated many.

But there are those who say, “we cannot wait until 
the revolution; while the grass is growing the horse is 
starving. We must seek reforms to feed the unem­
ployed, for example.”

To them we reply, “reforms are not given to those 
who are most reformist, but to those who are most 
revolutionary.” Many times we have listened to 
Labour Party speakers telling us that Lloyd George 
justified his Unemployment Insurance Act as “insur­
ance against revolution.” Undoubtedly, the higher the 
revolutionary mood of the workers, the higher will be 
the scale of unemployment benefit. If the unemployed 
are content to demand, not the socialisation of industry, 
but a few bob on the dole a few shillings may be 
granted. A little later the few shillings are taken away, 
then the slogan of reformist Socialists and Communists 
becomes “restore the pay cuts”. So the reformists re­
volve their donkey’s circle.

Paradoxical though it may seem, the revolutionary ( 
working class will be showered with reforms. Once 
the masses have tired of “half-a-loaf is better than no 
bread” reforms and demand the bake-house the ruling 
class will be smitten by a strange and ill-fitting generos­
ity. Better, to them, to give part than to lose all. Our 
post-war condition depends on the degree of our 
revolutionary fervour. But, even such reforms will 
not solve the social problem and Anarchism will not 
rest until capitalism, the cause of the problem, is 
abolished.

A hard fight lies ahead of us. The Government 
has made its post-war plans. Almost every week we 
are told that the war measures must remain—conscrip­
tion, rationing, the Home Guard, the Essential Works 
Order. Our post-war fight is not only for bread but 
also for freedom.

In spite of any adverse factor we can win that 
battle if we will. The workers can make of post-war 
Britain what they wish. The greatest factor, exceeding 
all other factors, in any struggle is the Will to Victory. 
Rejecting all baited reforms, despising oily politicians 
and fat labour leaders, content only to win possession 
of the means of life, let us set our course. We can win 
if we will. “We are many, they are few.”




