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JULY 14th IS A date of importance in revolutionary 
history, and it commemorates an event which has con­
siderable bearing on present day events. On July 14th, 
1789, the workers of Paris on their own initiative struck 
the first great blow against tyranny in the French Revo­
lution. While the middle class leaders parleyed and 
bargained and temporized with the feudal absolutism 
of the French Court, the workers of Paris acted. They 
saw in the great fortified prison of the Bastille the 
symbol of reaction and authority, and they attacked and 
destroyed it with their own hands. And their action 
was spontaneous, it sprang from the revolutionary 
initiative of the workers.

It is time to contrast revolutionary methods of 
fighting reaction with the militaristic methods of the 
Allied Governments. For over a year now we have 
seen what has happened in Italy since those landings 
in Sicily which were hailed with such enthusiasm by 
many who thought they heralded the liberation of the 
Italian people from the yoke of Fascism. After a year 
we can assess the results of military methods of libera­
tion.

That original enthusiasm has given place to dis­
illusionment. The Allies have retained the services of 
many minor Fascist officials—people who were the 
direct instruments in enforcing the Fascist decrees. 
They have collaborated with the discredited house of 
Savoy and with reactionaries like Badoglio, men whose 
past links them indissolubly with Mussolini’s regime. 
The Allies have forbidden strikes, kept wages down, 
and have made no serious attempts to prevent the dis­
astrous rise in prices. In many respects Amgot has 
proved more onerous than the German occupation. If 
one sums it up dispassionately, one can only conclude 
that the allied Governments have proved a dismal 
failure as far as the fight against Fascism is concerned. 

It is now clear, moreover, that the same weary 
business is to be enacted in France. The Allied Gov­
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ernments know of but one way to fight Fascism—the 
use of unlimited military forces. Just as Pantelleria 
and Sicily were mercilessly bombed before being 
“liberated”, so a similar pounding has been meted out 
to the towns and villages of northern France. Even 
reformist papers have pointed out that there has been 
no attempt to assist the French partisans with arms or 
even with medical supplies. Instead, the Allies appoint 
General Koenig as their Commander-in-Chief, with 
Colonel Passy as his Chief of Staff. One would have 
thought that the partisans would have preferred to 
appoint their own chief, and they certainly would not 
wish to have anything to do with Colonel Passy, for 
he was the secretary of the French Ku Klux Klan 
organization, the “Cagoulards” or Hooded Men. By 
trying to foist on the partisans this reactionary leader­
ship, the Allied Government can only detract from 
the spontaneous initiative which is the soul of guerilla 
fighting. It can only alienate revolutionary forces in 
France, and gives the lie to official protestations of 
sympathy for underground movements of revolt.

At no time has there been any attempt to enlist 
the aid of popular insurrectionary forces in France or 
Italy despite the widespread strikes and sabotage against 
the Fascists. At no time have they even done any­
thing to encourage the spirit of revolt in occupied 
countries. Instead their actions are calculated to dis­
courage the will to resistance and turn it into apathy.

Politicians on both sides have proclaimed this a 
war of liberation. They know the love of freedom 
which possesses the working class and they have sought 
to extract the last propaganda drop out of this feeling. 
But in the hard reality the struggle is fought out by 
sheer weight of military metal. Napoleon could de­
clare that in war the importance of morale stood in 
relation to equipment as three to two; but to-day it is 
not the inspiration of ideals but the massing of arma­
ments that has become the decisive factor.
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course of the war can be seen to bear this out. In the 
first years it was the Nazis who (thanks to loans from 
the Bank of England and Wall street) were well pre­
pared in materials. In the summer of 1940 the Ger­
man mechanized forces seemed invincible. But as the 
British and American war industries were increasingly 
brought into play, the former supremacy of the Panzer 
Divisions and the Luftwaffe has been caught up with 
and surpassed. And with this development the tide of 
military fortunes has turned. But it has not brought 
freedom to “liberated” territory.

As their armaments increased the Allies dropped 
their appeals to the oppressed peoples of Europe to 
revolt, and have deliberately discouraged any insur­
rectionary initiative of the workers against Fascism. 
“Wait till we give the word” is their reiterated advice 
nowadays. Meanwhile the occupation which follows 
the Allied victories has brought only despair. Further­
more, the Allies not only retain most of the Fascist 
features in their administration of liberated territory, 
but their method of fighting Fascism has necessitated 
deepening reaction at home. The industrial organiza­
tion of war production has tended in an increasingly 
totalitarian direction.

Yet in the days before the present war when gov­
ernments everywhere were appeasing Fascism and even 
assisting the dictators in their economic difficulties, the 
first great blow against Fascism was struck by the work­
ers. For it was not a government but the workers and 
peasants of Spain who delivered the first check to 
triumphant Fascism, and showed that it could be effect­
ively fought. On July 19th, 1936, while the Spanish 
Government shilly-shallied with Franco, the workers 
employed direct revolutionary action. They seized a 
few arms from the gun shops, and undaunted by the 
terrific odds, set out to storm the barracks and other 
citadels of reaction. Against them was the greater part 
of the regular Army, well equipped by several months 
preparation for Franco’s coup d'etat. In materials the 
workers were under a tremendous handicap. Yet the 
spirit of men like Ascaso and Durruti, and the inspira­
tion of revolutionary ideals enabled them to triumph 
just as the Paris workers had triumphed at the Bastille. 
Despite preparation, despite the modem arms supplied 
by Hitler and Mussolini, Franco’s forces were driven 
back and the workers were masters of more than half 
Spain.

All their organization was inspired by the revolu­
tion; their militias in which leaders were elected by the' 
men and were their equals; their collectivized factories 
and agriculture and transport. It was the creative spirit 
of free organization in those early months after July 
1936 which gave the Spanish people the strength to 
fight back the superior material forces of Franco and 
his German and Italian backers.

Once more however the ineptitude of governments 
as defenders against Fascism became manifest. In­
stead of help from the “Freedom loving nations” the

Spanish workers got Non-Intervention. For all their 
example of heroism they had to fight on single-handed. 
Meanwhile the government which grew up in their 
midst in Spain itself began to hamper and curtail revo­
lutionary initiative. No sooner had it succeeded in 
securing its power than it turned on the organizations 
which had been the backbone of anti-fascist resistance. 
It stifled the revolution and so led the workers to in­
evitable defeat.

It is understandable that goverments should sabot­
age the revolutionary struggle, however successful, 
against Fascism. But the Spanish workers were also 
abandoned by the working class in other countries. 
Apart from the propaganda work of the Anarchists, the 
workers in general stood by and watched their Spanish 
comrades go down before the Franco terror.

Yet their final defeat cannot minimize the impor­
tance of their successes. Alone in the last ten years, 
the Spanish Revolution achieved success against Fascist 
reaction. The war has proved the failure of militarism, 
which instead of overthrowing Fascism imitates it, and 
casts new fetters on the peoples it claims to liberate. 
The fall of the Bastille, and still more the Spanish 
struggle proclaim the contrast, and point the way of 
hope, to the destruction of Fascist tyranny. The estab­
lishment of Freedom will come from the revolutionary 
initiative of the workers. It will not come from 
authoritarian measures which fetter that initiative, but 
from free organization which allows the spirit of revo­
lution free play.
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SPANISH REVOLUTION
ANNIVERSARY

Speakers;
J. GARCIA PRADAS (C.N.T.) 

TOM BROWN (A.F.B.)
J. DELSO DE MIGUEL (C.N.T.) 

KEN HAWKES (A.F.B.) .
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Chairman: MAT KAVANAGH
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Our Path is Struggle — Our Will is Freedom ”

19th JULY 1936 - 1944 

PUBLIC MEETING
at the 

HOLBORN HALL 
Grays Inn Road, 

on
SUNDAY, JULY 23rd, AT 6 p.m. 

Anarchist Federation of Britain and C.N.T. 
(Spanish Revolutionary Union)




