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TWOPENCE

REVOLUTION

JULY 14th IS A date of importance in revolutionary
history, and it commemorates an event which has con-
siderable bearing on present day events. On July 14th,
1789, the workers of Paris on their own initiative struck
the first great blow against tyranny in the French Revo-
lution. While the middle class leaders parleyed and

bargained and temporized with the feudal absolutism

of the French Court, the workers of Paris acted. They
saw in the great fortified prison of the Bastille the
symbol of reaction and authority, and they attacked and
destroyed it with their own hands. And their action
was spontaneous, it sprang from the revolutionary
initiative of the workers.

It is time to contrast revolutionary methods of
fighting reaction with the militaristic methods of the
Allied Governments. For over a year now we have
seen what has happened in Italy since those landings
in Sicily which were hailed with such enthusiasm by
many who thought they heralded the liberation of the
Italian people from the yoke of Fascism. After a year
we can assess the results of military methods of libera-
tion.

That original enthusiasm has given place to dis-
illusionment. The Allies have retained the services of
many minor Fascist officials—people who were the
direct instruments in enforcing the Fascist decrees.
They have collaborated with the discredited house of
Savoy and with reactionaries like Badoglio, men whose
past links them indissolubly with Mussolini’s régime.
The Allies have forbidden strikes, kept wages down,
and have made no serious attempts to prevent the dis-
astrous rise in prices. In many respects Amgot has
proved more onerous than the German occupation. If
one sums it up dispassionately, one can only conclude
that the allied Governments have proved a dismal
failure as far as the fight against Fascism is concerned.

It is now clear, moreover, that the same weary
business is to be enacted in France., The Allied Gov-
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ernments know of but one way to fight Fascism—the
use of unlimited military forces. Just as Pantelleria
and Sicily were mercilessly bombed before being
“liberated”, so a similar pounding has been meted out
to the towns and villages of northern France. Even
reformist papers have pointed out that there has been
no attempt to assist the French partisans with arms or
even with medical supplies. Instead, the Allies appoint
General Koenig as their Commander-in-Chief, with
Colonel Passy as his Chief of Staff. One would have
thought that the partisans would have preférred to
appoint their own chief, and they certainly would not
wish to have anything to do with Colonel Passy, for
he was the secretary of the French Ku Klux Klan
organization, the “Cagoulards” or Hooded Men. By

“trying to foist on the partisans this reactionary leader-

ship, the Allied Government can only detract from
the spontaneous initiative which is the soul of guerilla
fighting. It can only alienate revolutionary forces in

- France, and gives the lie to official protestations of

sympathy for underground movements of revolt.

At no time has there been any attempt to enlist
the aid of popular insurrectionary forces in France or
Italy despite the widespread strikes and sabotage against
the Fascists. At no time have they even done any-
thing to encourage the spirit of revolt in occupied
countries. Instead their actions are calculated to dis-
courage the will to resistance and turn it into apathy.

Politicians on both sides have proclaimed this a
war of liberation. They know the love of freedom
which possesses the working class and they have sought
to extract the last propaganda drop out of this feeling.
But in the hard reality the struggle is fought out by
sheer weight of military metal. Napoleon could de-
clare that in war the importance of morale stood in
relation to equipment as three to two; but to-day it is
not the inspiration of ideals but the massing of arma-
ments that has become the decisive factor. The whole








