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DURING THE PAST fortnight a perceptible and 
even obtrusive change h^s taken place in the public 
mood towards the war and its conclusion. Events 
move so rapidly that it is difficult to realise that* only 
a few days ago we were still living in an atmosphere 
of fear and uncertainty caused by the presence of the 
flying bomb attacks and what seemed the imminent 
probability of attacks from V2 and other hypothetical 
terror machines. Then the end of the war was dis­
cussed rather as a compensating possibility for present 
dangers than as a certainty.

Now, almost literally overnight, the whole mental 
scene h^ changed. The flying bombs are almost for­
gotten, except by those who suffered directly from their 
effects, and V2 has been relegated by most people into 
the realms of mythical fancy. The sweeping military 

successes of the allies, the apparent disintegration of the 
German army on the Western Front, have given rise 
to a general feeling of confidence that the war in Europe 
will be over soon, in a matter of weeks or possibly even 
days.

The recent actions of the Government show that 
they are willing to foster this idea of an imminent peace. 
The compulsory drills of the Home Guard have been 
abolished. Blackout is virtually to cease on the 17th 
September, and the hours of duty of fire watchers and 
voluntary Civil Defence workers are to be reduced to a 
mere fraction of what they are at present. Statements 
by political leaders and newspaper writers are all made 
in a tone of judicious confidence which is intended to 
impress the reader or listener.

We do not take upon ourselves the role of prophets,
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2 WAR COMMENTARY

I and have no intention of contradicting or otherwise the 
prevalent ideas concerning the proximity of peace. We 
have no inside military information and no adequate 
knowledge of internal conditions in Germany that would 
justify us in making any such statement. However, in 
view of the prevailing public attitude we feel justified- 
in pointing out some of the implications of a cessation 
of hostilities.

Peace is considered by most people in terms of 
more freedom and more material well-being. There 
are few who imagine an immediate return to ‘peace­
time’ conditions; on the other hand many people expect 
a progressive betterment of the standard of life. It is 
our object to give some attention to the various factors 
which will affect the changeover from the present war 
society to what most people hope will be a peace 
society.

Four main topics of discussion appear. They are, 
wartime restrictions on liberty, unemployment, demob­
ilisation and the re-establishment of international con­
tact between the peoples of the world.

Wartime restrictions on liberty are represented 
mainly by the mass of regulations which have been 
issued by the civil service to regiment every aspect of 
national life during the war. The Conservative Party, 
realising the hatred with which these regulations are 
regarded by the workers, has appeared as the champion 
of freedom, and the Government has undertaken to 
repeal many of the regulations when the war is ended. 
We are warned, however, that the withdrawal will be 
gradual, and it is obvious that the ruling class hope 
to keep the working class quiet by spreading their con­
cessions over a long period. It is also obvious that they 
will hang on as long as possible to the key regulations 
on which their attack on liberty has been built, i.e. the 
regulations against strikes, those restricting the freedom 
of the press, providing for the censorship of correspon­
dence and the internment of political suspects, and the 
notorious regulation iAA. The withdrawal of black­
out gives nothing in the way of real freedom; on the 
other hand, it obviously pleases everybody, and so long 
as the ruling class can continue to hand out little sweet­
eners of this kind they will retain all of the regulations 
that are essential for their purposes of repressing work­
ing class activity. But even if the opposition of the 
workers forces them to give up these regulations, there 
are still ways and means of maintaining their strangle­
hold on social liberties. The Trades Disputes Act and 
the law against incitement to disaffection provide in 
themselves a good basis for ruling class tyranny. And 
in even more subtle ways the civil service can hinder 
the spread of ‘unsafe’ ideas. For instance, only recent­
ly the Treasury vetoed an agreement which had been 
made with America for the import of a large quantity 
of newsprint at the end of hostilities in Europe, on the 
grounds that the country could not afford the sterling 
necessary to pay for it. This was an obvious govern­
ment manoeuvre to impede the return to some measure 
of freedom of the press.

The second problem, unemployment, is already 
becoming evident, even before the war ends. Factories 
are dismissing employees, and the changes in Civil 
Defence which will come into operation shortly provide 
for the dismissal of many of the full time employees. 
When the war ceases in Europe it is obvious that there 
will be a further drop in wartime production, and a 
further flow of men and women from the factories on to 
the labour market. So that even before any of the 
men come back from the forces an unemployment prob­
lem will already have commenced. The kind of future 
which the government itself anticipates is shown by the 
recent white paper on Unemployment Policy, which 
assumed an “average level of 8 per cent, unemploy­
ment”.

The third problem, demobilisation, is intimately 
connected with that of unemployment, in that it seems 
to be the policy of the government to try and keep un­
employment within bounds by restricting demobilisa­
tion. Among soldiers the prevalent concern is how 
soon they will get out of the army, and they obviously 
regard any long-term peacetime mobilisation with the 
greatest discontent. Meanwhile, the government has 
made its demobilisation proposals even more unpalat­
able by withdrawing the earlier principle of demobilis­
ing according to length of service and substituting one 
of releasing key men first. This may suit the govern­
ment and the employers, but it is palpably unjtist that 
a man should be kept longer in the forces than another 
just because he did not have the good fortune to hold 
a key job in peacetime. The government after the 
last war attempted to apply this principle to demobili­
sation, and the result was a great manifestation of dis­
content among the men which made the authorities 
think better of their plans and speed up demobilisation 
to an appreciable degree.

The re-establishment-of contact between the work­
ers of Europe is an event which the ruling classes of all 
countries regard with something approaching fear. 
The British government have already made it known 
that it will be some time before free travel will take
|)lace between England and the Continent. In the
meantime they are making the best of the time that is
left to them to strengthen the links between the various 
sections of the ruling class and the bodies that support 
them. Representatives of capitalist newspapers, of 
international finance, of big business will be allowed to 
circulate freely, as they do now under the guise of war
correspondents or government agents. S nt n, no doubt,
the official representatives of such reformist bodies as
the Trade Unions and the Labour Party will be let 
loose on Europe to link up with similar class-collabora­
tionist bodies on the Continent. But it is obvious that
the representative of a working class paper or the dele­
gate of a revolutionary group will find it next to im­
possible to cross the Channel, or to pass over the 
frontiers of any European country, until many 
months after the war has ended. In the meantime, the
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