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DURING THE PAST fortnight a perceptible and
even obtrusive change has taken place in the public
mood towards the war and its conclusion. Events
move so rapidly that it is difficult to realise that.only
a few days ago we were still living in an atmosphere
of fear and uncertainty caused by the presence of the
flying bomb attacks and what seemed the imminent
probability of attacks from V2 and other hypothetical
terror machines. Then the end of the war was dis-
cussed rather as a compensating possibility for present
dangers than as a certainty.

Now, almost literally overnight, the whole mental
scene has changed. The flying bombs are almost for-
gotten, except by those who suffered directly from their
- effects, and V2 has been relegated by most people into
the realms of mythical fancy. The sweeping military
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successes of the allies, the apparent disintegration of the
German army on the Western Front, have given rise
to a general feeling of confidence that the war in Europe
will be over soon, in a matter of weeks or possibly even
days. ;

The recent actions of the Government show that
they are willing to foster this idea of an imminent peace.
The compulsory drills of the Home Guard have been
abolished. Blackout is virtually to cease on the 17th
September, and the hours of duty of firewatchers and
voluntary Civil Defence workers are to be reduced to a
mere fraction of what they are at present. ~Statements
by political leaders and newspaper writers are all made
in a tone of judicious confidence which is intended to
impress the reader or listener. |
We do not take upon ourselves the role of prophets,
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