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LAY ANY GOOD word games

over Christmas? If you're still

in the mood and fancy a little

alliteration, try and turn on with

*Madrid . . . Moscow . . . Magna-

nimity . . .". That should blow your
mind.

You could go on with *. . . murder
. . . minorities . . . machinations . . .
ministers . . . military tribunals . . .

torture . . . totalitarianism . . .’

The Spanish Fascists and the
Russian Communists have played a
great old Christmas game with the
lives of a handful of their own
minorities: Basques in Spain and
Jews in Russia. Both have demon-
strated their power over their people;
both have demonstrated that they
are really good guys dealing with
very difficult situations in as humane
and just a way as possible; both
have demonstrated that they are
prepared to listen to the voice of
the world appealing for clemency
and Christian forgiveness of their
enemies; both have demonstrated to
the world the weird interpretation
of legal procedure that is possible
under totalitarian regimes; both
have demonstrated the ‘utter cyni-
cism and hypocrisy with which the
State uses human lives as pawns in
iIts games.

The military tribunal in Burgos,
at which six Basque nationalists
were found guilty of offences against
the State, was a travesty of justice,
although no doubt quite proper in
accord with Spanish law.

CRACKS IN THE FACADE

There is no doubt whatsoever but
that the ‘confessions’ on which the
prosecution won its case were gained
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by torture; equally no doubt but
that the whole trial was put on as a
showpiece in the face of growing and
ever more open opposition to the
Franco regime up and down the
peninsula. As Franco shakes his
way to his grave—only too slowly—
the jockeying for positions of power
in the succession have brought into
the open criticisms and differences
of opinion among the supporters of
the regime: the Falange, the Army,
the Royalists, the Church, the Bour-
geoisie, which seriously undermine
the prospects for a smooth transition
from Franco’s dictatorship to .
well, what?

From the old dictator’s point of
view all this may be more serious
than the rumblings from below;
from the known and traditional
opposition of the Left, existing
underground for thirty years. He

has known how to deal with that.
The prisons, the firing squads, the
garrotte.

But when the vultures of the Right
begin to squabble among themselves
for the pickings to be got from the
old man’s carcase — this is

most

disturbing. Like all psychopaths,
Franco has his perverted justifica-
tions for his fearful crimes and they
include the establishment of a United
Spanish Nation, secure and ever-
lasting in its cruel Catholic morality,
stern paternalism and firm belief in
its own bigoted rightness in bashing
the brains out of any thought-
criminals who dare talk about free-
dom or rights of association or any
subversive stuff like that.

Something therefore had to be
done to rally support for the regime
—to0 close the ranks of the righteous.
The Burgos trial was perfect for this
purpose.

After all, a police chief was shot;
Basque separatists have resorted to
terrorist actions—and what govern-
ment, of the right, left or centre,
could put up with that? (Incidentally
the attitudes struck by our own
bourgeoisic have been amusing.
With cries for loranorder on the m-
crease—what would have been the
reaction if, say, a group of Welsh
Nationalists machine - gunned an
English police commissioner in Car-
diff? Wouldn't there have been

NARCHISTS HAVE a natural

healthy scepticism when it comes to
believing what politicians have to say.
In common with all who wield power
and authority, the latter have a habit
of using doublethink. Their success de-
pends on saying one thing and meaning
another—usually the exact opposite. If
they revealed their true intentions they
would never succeed in carrying them
out,

Mr. Carr, Secretary of State for Em-
ployment, aptly illustrated the double-
think technique when he recently moved
the second reading of the Government's
Industrial Relations Bill. He said: ‘The
years ahead will show that this Bill
will increase the strength of the trade
unions, the size of the trade unions and
their degree of freedom and independence
from State control and State interference.’

What Mr. Carr does not mention is
the contradiction here of introducing

the law or ‘State interference’ to bring

about ‘independence’. An independent
trade union movement cannot be legis-
lated for and it will certainly not be
obtained from the Tories. But the Bill
could ‘increase the strength of the trade
unions’, not as more effective organisa-
tions of struggle against the employers,
but as disciplinarians against militant
members, The whole tone of the Bill
1S aimed in this direction—to isolate. to
split, to divide and rule.

The Tories, like the previous Govern-
ment, want to rule and govern. They
see that the strength of the trade union
movement lies not at Congress House
nor with its union executives, but with
the workers organised at their places of
work. The Bill is designed to curb
that strength. When has a Government
legislated for freedom? When have the
Tories ever given freedom to the working
class? The freedoms won in the past
were fought for and not just given,
They had to be taken from the State
“and the employers who have jealously

guarded their rule and privilege and

have only conceded demands in order
to preserve their position.

The Tories now feel that this i1s an
opportune moment for legislation. Indeed
the very nature of continual production
processes demand such a Bill in order
to prevent the costly unofficial strike.
The trade unions are far from being
organisations which could effect a radical
change 1n society. However, their regis-
tration, with a Registrar inspecting and
probably requiring unions to alter or
adjust their rules, will deny the con-
tinuance of any independence that still
eXiIsts.

The Bill provides for a National
Industrial Relations Court which will
have High Court powers and be able
to 1mpose legally binding decisions.
Little justice can be expected from such
courts which will reflect the interests of
the employers and not those of the
workers.

DEFY THE LAW

As anarchists, we have a healthy dis-
respect for the law. The same attitude was
to be found amongst those who combined
together to form the first unions. The
history of the movement has shown that
workers are not bound by laws and
they will find the strength to defy the
law once again. |

Opposition to the Bill is growing. On
New Year's Day car workers in the
Midlands staged a stoppage and demon-
strated in the streets of Birmingham.
The TUC'’s call for lunch-time meetings
on January 12 will certainly end with
stoppages, while, in London, they will
end with workers marching to the Albert
Hall for the evening ‘demonstration’
organised by the TUC. Some will make
a day of it.

VERBAL OPPOSITION

The TUC has only shown verbal
opposition to the Tories' Bill. They have
no stomach for a fight with the Govern-
ment, for their opposition is tempered
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by the knowledge that they really would
like to perform the role that the Bill
will allocate to the Courts. Discipline
of the rank and file members and the
sack for the militants 1s the aim of
both the TUC and the Government.

Some trade union leaders have crniti-
cised the TUC for its ‘feather duster’
approach. But while we may laugh
at this pun by Mr. Dan MacGarvey,
we must remember that this same gentle-
man sat with Lord Cameron and the
secretary of an employers’ organisation
and condemned the action of building
workers who were on strike in London.
In fact some of the recommendations
made by these men, such as inspection
of union rules, are incorporated in the
Tories’ Bill. One should be wary of
support by Mr. MacGarvey as well
as of the Labour Party's ‘constructive
alternative’ that they are now proposing
to work out with the TUC for when
they return to power.

The Tories, the Labour Party and
the TUC see the perpetuation of the
present system as being of prime im-
portance. Our struggle for higher wages
and better working conditions has not
altered the relationship of boss and
worker in industry. Basically the power
structure has not changed and a minority
who own the wealth and control the
means of production still wield power
over our lives,. We are governed poli-
tically and economically and neither the
TUC nor the political parties will try to
change that basic fact. Only workers
as individuals can change this by joining
together to make a revolutionary al-
ternative to the present system.

The opposition to the Bill could grow
and radicalise to form demands that the
system could not meet. This is the only
alternative. We should work towards
the abolition of a system of the governed
and the governors and rid ourselves of
leaders who think that they know what

is best for us.
P.T.

RIDICULOUS REALITY?

howls for the return of flogging, the
rope, 99-year sentences, thumb-
screws—God knows what? After
all, if Cambridge students get four
years Borstal just for breaking
windows . . . !)

NO EMBARRASSMENT

So Franco has been able to use
this incident for his own political
purposes very nicely thank vyou.
Almost exactly like Mao Tse Tung
organising the Red Guard in the
‘cultural revolution™ with massive
demonstrations of support on the
streets—so Franco pulled out his
own Rentacrowd to give him the
‘massive support’ which enabled him
to be magnanimous after the death
sentences had been laid on the six
Basques.

So he has been able to prove his
own power and the support enjoyed
by his own faction in the Right; he
has subdued the Left by the torture
and ruthless cynicism with which the
trial was handled by the military
(during the trial, incidentally, the six
accused were for a time sitting hand-
cuffed and with earplugs in their
ears! To stop them talking in the
Basque language!) And, above all,
he has saved the regime from inter-
national odium by commuting the
death sentences (and three of the
accused were sentenced to death on
two counts!) to a mere thirty years’
imprisonment apiece. Thus the de-
mocratic West can breathe again, No
embarrassing decision has to be
made about Fascist Spain’s place
among the democracies. NATO, the
Common Market . come back,
Hispania, all is forgiven.

MINORITY POLITICS

Meanwhile, back in the USSR.
similar political shenanigans were
being woven around the fate of
two Jews found guilty and con-
demned to death for hi-jacking a
plane which they had not even

boarded when they were not even
armed. But the Court was convinced
of their intention to hi-jack a plane,
since, among other things, other Jews
had done so on other occasions!
three

There are million Jews 1In

Is. (9p)
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Russia, and an estimated half-
million of them at least would like
o get out and go either to Israel or
to the West. This clearly cannot be
allowed any more than the Basques
can have their independence—or
the Nagas or the Welsh or the
Ukrainians or the Biafrans could.
for that matter.

Not only would a mass exodus be
a great propaganda defeat for the
Communists, but any strengthening
of Israel would not be in line with
the pro-Arab policy of the Soviet
Union in the Middle East.

Fhe Communists for political
reasons are ant-Zionist and it is of
course very easy for this to spill over
Into anti-semitism in practice, al-
though it would be false to say that
this is what it is in terms of official
policy—except that amy minority is
fair game for a totalitarian recime
to play divide and rule with.

In the event, Mr. Kosygin was able
to show himself as magnanimous as
General Franco—and just about as
much imbued with the Chrisfian
Spirit. Having had a usual Moscow-
type trial, and found the defendants
guilty as arranged, with the right two
sentenced to death, althouch no
plane had been hi-jacked and no one
had been shot, the big generous
gesture was then possible—commu-
tattion of the death sentence to a
mere 15 years in Siberia! Such are
the standards of behaviour of all the
other governments of the world that
a great sigh of relief went up. From
the Vatican—whence the Pope had
issued pleas for clemency to both
Spanish and Russian authorities—
came this gem:

Dio

The Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore
Romano, said last might that the acts of

clemency by the Spanish and Soviet
authonties 1in the last hours of 1970
had illuminated the start of the New

Year with a human light. ‘At least for

one day a common hope of clemency

has triumphed.’ '
—Guardian, 1.1.71.

THE REAL QUESTIONS

And so it goes. Nobody questions
the rights of life and death of the
Spanish and Russian Governments.

Continued on page 2

THE WRITING ON THE WALL

GAIN IN RECENT WEEKS, the

workers i  Eastern Europe have
openly expressed their opposition to the
tyranny and economic exploitation of the
Communist Party dictators. The result
has been the uprising in Poland and the
iron-fisted reaction of the Polish dictators
which has resulted in the slaughter of
hundreds of workers, including women
and children.

Like any capitalist government in the
West, the Polish Government has tried
to solve its economic problems by lower-
ing the living standards of the workers.
The riots in the Baltic ports were appar-
ently sparked off by increases in food
prices, but there is little doubt that the
opposition has gone beyond economic
demands and the authority of the Com-
munist Party has been challenged. There
have been numerous strikes and demon-

strations, and slogans with the message
‘Down with the red bourgeoisie’ have
appeared on walls in the capital. The
nature of the demonstrations was made
clear by the report of a Swedish news-
paper reporter: ‘What happened in
Gdansk was a revolution—and a success-
ful one. The local Communist Party
leadership hung a white flag from a
window of the top floor and left the
building with their hands up. The build-
ing was set on fire and Party officials
were seized by about 3000 shipyard
workers whe had marched in from the
harbour.’

The uprnising has resulted in the re-
placement of Gomulka by Gierek but
one realizes that everything changes to
stay the same when one remembers that
Gomulka came to power on a similar
Continmed on page 1
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