HE POSTAL STRIKE is over.

The workers have taken a hiding.
They have been literally forced back
to work. The sellout is now com-

plete. The Government has won.
And the Union of Post Office Wor-
kers has not even had a guarantee
that its members will get the 8 per
cent offered by the Post Office when
the strike first began on January 20.
In the words of one angry Postman,
‘It has been seven wasted weeks.’
Why?

The Union claimed an across-the-
board increase of 15 per cent, plus
a demand for a reduction in the
incremental scale which would have
given many of the younger workers
an increase of around 19 per cent.
The Post Office said that it could
not offer more than 8 per cent.
Later, it increased its offer to 9 per
cent if the Union withdrew its
opposition to the use of part-timers
and additional Postwomen. The
Union could not agree; nor would it
go to arbitration. Its executive had
already called all the 205,000 mem-
bers out on an indefinite, do-or-die,
strike—without a strike fund and
less than £350,000 in the bank!

Two weeks ago, the Union lowered
its 15 per cent demand by 2 per cent
and did not press for any reductions
in the incremental scales. On March
4, after Mr. Jackson and his nego-
tiating team had been with Mr.
William Ryland and the Post Ofhice
Board for 14 hours, a settlement was
reached. Both sides have accepted
a three-man Court of Inquiry which
will investigate the circumstances of
the dispute, the finances of the Post
Office, its present and future utilisa-
tion of manpower and make recom-
mendations for the settlement of the
dispute—which both sides will have
to accept. In practical terms, this
will mean that the Union will have
to accept an offer of as little as 8 per
cent in wages and the use of part-
timers, and the re-introduction of
the Household Delivery Service and
unaddressed circulars.

The recommendation that the
‘agreement’ be accepted and that the
workers return to work was agreed
unanimously by all 31 members of
the UPW executive. Previously, the
executive had voted 27-4 in favour
of Mr. Jackson’s so-called peace
initiative. The only members of the
executive who voted against the sell-
out were the four rank-and-file Post-
men. All the Communists voted for
a return to work. Indeed, loud-
mouthed, bullyboy Comrat assistant
secretary, Mr. J. R. Lawlor, had
already prepared UPW members for
a betrayal when he said in a speech
at a rally in Glasgow as long ago as
February 23, that the Union would
continue its fight for better condi-
tions after the return to work. I have
no pleasure in reminding readers
that I said in this paper (‘Don’t
Knock The Postmen’, 30.1.71) that
such people as Lawlor would most
likely ‘shop’ the postal workers. 1|
also pointed out that Tom Jackson
and the other ‘leaders’ of the UPW
were very popular with the member-
ship at the time, and that this was
only to be expected; but I warned
that Post Office workers should be
wary of them all the same, as history
has always shown that leaders can
never be trusted—and UPW leaders
were no exception.

THE OTHER UNIONS

I also said that other Post Office
workers, in the other Unions, and
workers in transport and on the rail-
ways must support the UPW. Did
they? Like hell they did!

The Post Office Engineering Union

~ SEX AT 16, WRONG
hy Moralistic Medicine man

‘If she had come to him in the first
place, he said he would have talked
her out of it, and by the time he had
finished talking to her there would have
been no need for her to have any
contraceptive;

‘Enough time should be taken to con-
vince these people that it was not God's
will for them to have intercourse before
marriage.’

HERE'S THE CRUX of it. It's ‘these
people’ being made to live by God's
Will—that's the real issue behind the
case of the doctor who betrayed his
patient’s confidence. No doubt he saw
the fact that one of ‘these people’ was a
minor of only sixteen as a heaven-sent
opportunity to interfere with full support
from the old fogies. And how right he
was.

Dr. Robert Browne, aged 63 or 64,
according to which paper you read, of
Pershore Road, Stirchley, Birmingham,
took it upon himself to inform the
parents of a ‘mature girl of 16’ that she
was on the Pill. She had been having
intercourse  with her boy-friend for
several months, using sheaths, which she
described as ‘unsatisfactory’ when she
went along to the Brook Advisory Centre
(set up specifically to advise young
people on contraception). She said she
wanted a more reliable means of birth
control.

At 16, this girl showed herself to be
socially responsible and sexually positive.
Both attitudes disturb the moralistic
bourgeois, and the Doctor, who clearly
sees himself as fulfilling the role played
by the priest in even more ignorant times
—the role of purveying moral and ethical
guidance as well as succour for the sick
—put his grimy little moralistic mind to
work to frustrate her, by betraying her
confidence to her parents. Something,
incidentally and to be fair, which a real
priest would never do.

‘Morals and truth, medicine and fact,’
said Dr. Browne, ‘are all intertwined. It
is difficult to separate them.” What a
glimpse this gives us of the cloudy murk
and confusion which must fill his head,
as he sits up there on Cloud 9 contem-
plating with
work as an expression of God's Will
Doesn’t he ever ask himself whether cur-
ing ‘these people’ of a God-given sickness
might not be interfering with God's
Will? Why does God give us cancer and
kwashiorkor, pox, plague, pestilence,
famine and flood if they are not his
mysterious ways, his wonders to per-
form? If war, as the General said, is
Nature's pruning knife, might not disease
be God's pruning knife? It is after all,
the medical profession’s interference with
God's Will which is keeping us all alive
longer, and thus creating the population
explosion. What is wrong with interfer-

satisfaction his medical
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has, at the present time, a similar
claim in the pipeline. The outcome
of the UPW’s struggle, therefore,
should have been of paramount im-
portance to its members. Did the
POEU call its members out? Did
it instruct its members to refuse to
service or repair Post Office tele-
phones? Did it even substantially
help the UPW with financial contri-
butions? No, it did not! Individual
POEU members and branches
assisted their UPW colleagues. Many
engineers refused to service equip-
ment, and others gave money to the
UPW Defence Fund. On a number
of occasions, some thousands of
POEU members took as much as
four hours off from duty and
marched behind their Union banners
into Hyde Park and elsewhere. And
at one such rally, Tom Jackson
said that it was like the relief of
Mafeking. Officially, however, all
the POEU did was to contribute
the measly sum of £10,000 to the
Defence Fund and give the UPW
an interest-free loan of another
£20,000. Rather belatedly, the
Morning Star wrote on March 5:
‘The Post Office engineers should
come out in sympathy at once. Had
they done so earlier, the strike could
by now have been won.” You can
say that again!

And what of the National Union
of Railwaymen, who also have a
25 per cent claim on the table?
What did they do to help the postal
workers? They gave the UPW £5,000
and loaned them £100,000. And
that was all the solidarity the UPW
got from the NUR. Throughout the

ing 4-bit more to balance this by con-
trolling .the birth rate?

Ah-ha! This i1s where morality comes
in. Sex!

Asked whether he could keep a secret,
Dr. Browne replied, ‘I was in the Armed
Forces—I can keep secrets.’

And so we can suppose that he had
no morality about war, the killing and
the deception. It is only about sex that
he has this morality which overrides
professional integrity. Typical!

During the course of the BMC pro-
ceedings, Dr. Browne shifted his ground.
He started off with the ‘God’s Will" bit,
but ended up on ‘the well-being of his
patient’. But surely a moment's clear
thought, if he is capable of it, would
have told him that it was to his patient’s
well-being that she should be on the Pill
if she was making love? But his mind 1s
so gunged up with ‘God’'s Will" that he
is not capable of clear thought—certainly
not on behalf of a sixteen-year-old. It
was precisely the making love that he
objected to.

Making love is beautiful at any age
(someone should tell him!) but before
marriage it's not God's Will. So much
the worse for God’s Will then!

To their credit, the parents seemed
reasonable. Father, given the terrible
news that his daughter was on the Pill,

]

MARCH 13 1971 Vol 32 Nos 6 & 7

‘LIONS LED BY RATS’

SEVEN WASTED WEEKS

strike the raillwaymen were handling
parcels and letters wusually sent
through the mail. As for the loco-
men, all they could bring themselves
to doing was to give the UPW
Defence Fund £500! Hugh Scanlon’s
AEF managed £5,000 and a loan of
£50,000, and Jack Jones” TGWU
gave nothing but managed a loan
of £50,000. So much for the paper
tigers of the TUC.

But the first prize for back-
stabbing must surely go to the seces-
sionist Telecommunications Staff
Association (formerly the National
Guild of Telephonists). On the very
day that Tom Jackson threw in the
towel this scab outfit issued the fol-
lowing statement:

‘Any post strike settlement be-
tween the UPW and the Post Office

Board afiecting Telephonists would

not be “morally” or democratically

acceptable to the Telecommunica-

tions Staff Association.

It is a false premise to allow dis-

cussions of Telephonists’ wages and
working conditions without reference
to the loval body of workers who
have, in accordance with their in-
dividual contracts of employment,
maintained the telephone . service
during the postal strike.’
Just how far can they crawl?

THE UPW’S TACTICS

At the beginning of the strike I
said postal workers should have
used different tactics. I am even
more convinced now. They had—
and still have—considerable sym-
pathy from ‘the public’. By volun-
tarily manning the counters to pay

did not fall back with a heart attack.
but said, ‘Can I discuss this with her
mother?’; Mother said, “Thank God she
had enough sense to protect herself!
Mother and Doctor, it seems, should get
together about God’s Will!

The Brook Advisory Centres, who
brought the case against Dr. Browne (that
he had betrayved the confidence of his
patient by revealing to her parents some-
thing which had been revealed to him on
the supposition of complete confidence)
have only relatively recently been set up
to provide a very necessary service for
voung people. They have up till now
taken the responsible attitude that a girl’s
own family doctor should be informed
about her going on the Pill, since there
are medical reasons why this information
should be on her medical record. There
are, after all, what are called ‘contra-
indications” which make the Pill inadvis-
able—for medical reasons, not moral.

It 1s to be hoped that the Brook
Centres will find a way around the
dilemma presented by this case, and that
young girls will not be deterred from
seeking the advice so vital for their
secure happiness.

Meanwhile, Dr. Browne and all like
him must be boycotted (at least). Some-
how he must be made to feel the cruel
and bumptious arse that he is.

JUSTIN.
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Another 4-page leaflet.
Two articles from FREE-
DOM: The relevance of
Anarchism today and An-
archism and Nationalism.
Available from Freedom
Bookshop for 30p a hun-

dred including postage.

out Old Age Pensions, by answering
emergency calls and by delivering
Blt)()(j l)nnr)rs' Cdrd\ and thC “ke,
they were rightly praised. But as
Peter Jenkins wrote in the Guardian:

"You don’t go on strike without
the necessary financial resources and
you certainly don’t take on the
Government with an empty strike
fund. Put not your trust in the TUC
or the brotherly love of your fellow
Trade Unionists.” (4.3.71.)

Had the postal workers concerned
themselves less with ‘the public’, had
they banned overtime, worked-to-
rule, staged one-day strikes and
walk-outs at different times in

different parts of the country and
engaged generally in guerilla war-
fare with the Post Office and its Big

Business customers of large-scale,

and mainly cheap, items they might
have won. In fairness to Tom Jack-
son, 1t should be pointed out that
he, too, was in favour of such tactics
rather than an all-out strike advo-
cated by the Communists and
others. Once on strike, however.
had they had active support from
other Post Office Unions and the
transport and railway workers, thev
might have also won. As it was. the
UPW got more practical support
from Continental postal workers
than they did from most British
unions. Indeed, during the strike

French Post Office workers staced a
three-day strike of their own: all-in-
all 300,000 came out!

After the 1926 General Strike. it
was said of the workers that thev
l];xd been ‘lions led by rats’. Forty-
five years later UPW members can
well understand what was meant bv
that phrase. However. the postal
workers’ struggle must continue
but the tactics will have to chance
Non-co-operation with the manage-
ment will do for a start. . . .

RANK-AND FILE
TRADE UNIONIST.

HERE
WE
ARE
AGAIN !

HOPE you have missed us, but
you should receive two January
issues, one double number for February,
and this issue all in succession. We held
them over during the postal strike. We
did not publish ALL issues but they will
be made up by the end of the year to
your forty subscription issues. This
issue is Nos. 6 and 7 (librarians and
others please note) whereas you'll see
that No. § is the double number, but
that’s just one of those things.

We have sustained some financial loss
owing to the strike, not as much as the
postmen suffered or as the Post Office
would have us believe they lost. Because
of the strike we have not had much for
the Press Fund, let this bumper bundle
of ‘Freedoms’ remind you that we need
money.
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