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VERY COUNTRY with a

government and a state appara-
tus 18 an occupied country. The
land and the natural resources have
been requisitioned by the occupying
rulers who have imposed their laws
and their regulations upon the popu-
lation, who are compelled by want
and fear to work on the masters’
terms in the masters’ factories for
the masters’ profits.

The rights of occupation, dignified
and made permanent by the word
‘ownership’, were originally fought
for with sword and lance; now they
are defended by prison and bayonet.
Disraeli’s description of England as
‘two nations’ was, and is, absolutely
right. It was and is ‘Us’ and “Them’.
They are the occupiers, we the
occupied. The myths of nationalism;
the shoddy confidence trick of
patriotism, misusing one’s sense of
identity with place and people, these
smother the reality of occupation
when government and governed are
of the same °‘nationality’. The dis-
tinction is made abundantly clear
when the occupying forces speak a
‘foreign’ language, swoop by plane
or ship into your familiar environ-
ment wearing unfamiliar clothes
and by force of arms conquer you
and compel you to obey their
commands.

The British in their days of
Imperial glory; the Germans in
France; the Americans in Vietnam;
Russia’s Mongolian troops in Buda-
pest or Prague—they were and are
all as unacceptable as aliens from
another planet. The foreign invader
sticks out like a sore thumb and
can be seen as the hated, imposed,
master race. When it is a master
class, the image is blurred.

But in Northern Ireland today,
the image is not blurred. Although
‘the province’ is legally part of the
British Isles, the presence of the
British Army is as insulting as if
they were men from Mars—and just
about as bloody helpful. Although
we were assured that the original

BRITISH ARMY—0UT !

occupation was welcomed by the
Catholics, the most sorely oppressed
art of the community, who went in
ear of the hidden arsenals of the
Protestants, it is now Catholic gun-
men who are escalating the conflict
because the hated presence of troops
has not brought—and cannot ever
bring—any solution to the problems
of the Northern Irish people.

All that the British Army is doing
in Ulster is to try to put the lid on
the boiling pot—to keep law and
order. This sterile excuse for a

. policy was doomed to failure. The

very fact of military occupation was
an admission of failure.

What the Northern Irish were
asking for was jobs and homes and
equality between the religions in the
securing of these pathetic demands.
It seems that this was too much to
ask for, and instead of an attempt to
bring the communities together,
division was institutionalised by
barbed wire down the middle of the
street.

This mindless occupation is now
in its second year. We wrote nearly
a year ‘ago (FrReepom, 11.4.70, ‘All
Law is Gun Law’) that the Catholics
who originally welcomed the troops
were now on the streets stoning them
and that disillusionment with the
British occupation was setting in.

Well, the iron must really now
have entered the soul of the people
of Belfast and Ballymurphy. Nearly
two years of tension, conflict and
curfew. Nearly two years of rubber
bullets and CS gas. Nearly two

years of the face of the State glaring
In at your window.

Now they have had the lesson;
now they have had the portrait of
the enemy drawn for them on the
pavements outside their very own

doors. Now perhaps Catholic and
Protestant alike can see that the
State doesn’t give a rat’s piss for
their homes or jobs or children.

In fact the State is sending in
other mothers’ children to fight in
the streets—for the °‘soldiers” who
were pulled out of a pub the other
night and shot down were no more
than 17 —repeat seventeen — years
old.

Over and over again, reporters
have referred to the youth of the
rioters. Ugly stories have circulated
about the IRA (either the ‘official’
IRA or the New, more militant ‘pro-
visional’ IRA) pushing kids forward
on to the barricades. The fact is,
of course, that the kids can’t be kept
off the barricades. But the question
we must ask is—what are we to
think of the Christian State which
sends seventeen-year-old boys into a
hot spot like Belfast?

Inexperienced and innocent, these
stupid children have fallen for the
kid stuff about ‘A Man’s Life in the
British Army’. Ignorant of damn
nearly everything after ten years of
British education and particularly
ignorant of Irish politics (and no
wonder, by Christ!), at an age when
a girl 1s not allowed to decide for
herself whether she can have the
contraceptive pill, these boys are
shovelled into uniform and into a
situation seething with hate for
what they stand for.

Oh yes, now we know. The British
Minister responsible for the Army
has decided that no soldier under
18 must be allowed to serve In
Northern Ireland—or any other
combat zone. Oh, big deal!

Well, WE have made a decision
too. It 1s that NO British soldier
should be serving in Northern Ire-

E END OF the postal strike has

brought a victory for the Govern-
ment but a defeat not only for the
postal workers but also all workers and
especially those who are at present
involved in negotiations. The Govern-
ment can claim that wages ‘have been
stabilised and there is some sign of
them coming down’.

In view of this situation, coupled with
the result of the postal strike, Mr. Heath,
the Prime Minister, was willing to meet
Mr. Feather, General Secretary of the
TUC.

To have refused would have meant
driving the TUC into a more militant
attitude towards the Industrial Relations
Bill. Unlike some of his backwoodsmen
supporters, he is too astute a politician

Irying fo Conrol
ihe Rank and File

Mr. Heath's talks with the CBI and
Mr. Campbell Adamson, the Director
General, have urged measures which will
reflate the economy. He said that the
economy was ‘not going along as fast
as i1ts productive potential’. Reflation
was needed ‘to get unused, or most of
the unused, productive capacity of the
country to work again. We need invest-
ment to take place and industry must
see a return on investment. Liqudity
in our view is vital.” Mr. Feather said
much the same thing to Mr. Heath.
They are not just going to talk about
wages, but also prices, productivity, in-
vestment and profits.

HIGH CLAIMS AT FORDS

Clearly all see eye to eye on the
basics. The differences lie in the amount

sure from the rank-and-file trade union
movement who see their unions as
organisations for improving wages and
conditions and not as a third party to
ensure a smooth running and strikeless
economy.

The trend on the part of the trade
unions has been a continuous one. It
was only the Government’s and the
employers’ natural suspiciousness and
their disinclination to share industrial
power which has delayed the process
of integration. This process will con-
tinue and will mean that the workers’
struggle will be increasingly against the
trade union leaders as well as employers
and the Government.

NEED ONE ANOTHER
Mr. Heath is aware that in a ‘democ-

land!

We maintain that the presence of
the Army has solved nothing. On
the contrary it has made matters
worse. It has aggravated the situ-
ation until now the population can
see no other solution but that which
the British Government have taught
them: the gun.

Where i1s the education pro-
gramme, where the conciliation,
where the social reconstruction,
where even is the cooling-off that
the troops were supposed to bring
about? Nowhere!

In only one way has the presence
of troops done any good—and that
by accident and not at all in the
way the Government wanted. It has
brought together some militants
from both sides of the religious bar-
riers in a common hatred of the

troops. The soldiers have in fact
presented a picture of occupation
so clear that even Protestants and
Catholics can recognise it. They
have all had more than a glimpse of
the State and can now see who the
real enemy is.

Fellow workers of Northern Ire-
land! Can you not recognise NOW
that it 1s not your neighbour of the
different faith who is your enemy:;
it 1s the Institution which grinds you
both down. The State cynically uses
people just like you from this side
of the Irish Sea, to keep you
divided and to keep you down.

And on both sides of the water,
we can unite i one call, at least:
BRITISH ARMY OUT OF NOR-
THERN IRELAND—NOW!

JUSTIN.

SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS
ARE PATRIALS

MR. HEATH has tossed another
carcase to the Tory wolves follow-
ing his sledge. The Immigration Bill now
going through Parliament out-Powells
Powell in its concessions to the worst
side of the Tory nature. Not only
does it make 1t necessary for immigrants
to register regularly at a police station
but it creates an absolutely new category
—by dredging the classical dictionary—
of ‘patrials’ which would seem at first
sight an elegant way of saying ‘white’.
However if you have a nasty thing to
say politicians have found it saves their
face to put it in Latin, hence °‘redun-
dancy’ and ‘liquidation’.

‘Patrials” are the superior class of
people whose parents (or parent) were
born in this country so they are eligible
to stay on if they can work, are well
off enough not to, or can stand the
climate.

We are now entering into the category
of nations with pass laws, the South
Africans finished up with about sixteen
—it’'s early days yet! There has been
some ‘tut-tutting” at the terrible indignity
of checking in at a police station and
how it would worsen the relations
between immigrants and the police—
what relations? [It's just as degrading
to go to a Labour Exchange to prove

what is your night to life, liberty and
the pursuit of a job as it 1s to go to
a police station. In fact, like the
‘patrial” myth, it disguises the real re-
pressive function of the law if it takes
place in a ‘respectable’ institution.

It seems to be the aim of the Tory
Government—like every other govern-
ment—to make things appear to be
being done rather than doing them. The
Industrial Relations Bill will not cut
down the number of strikes—this Bill
will not appreciably lessen the number
of mmmigrants—the Labour Govern-
ment’s legislation and a measure of
unemployment are seeing to that

As for Mr. Powell’s desire for volun-
tary repatnation, this i1s in the Bill too
—thus forcing Mr. Powell into a further
slide into racism in advocating forcible
repatriation. Not that ‘with the present

provisions in the Bill such a thing
IS not possible for misconduct—even
for the misconduct of a member of

one’s family. The sins of the fathers
will be wvisited upon the children and
the virtues of the fathers in being born
the rnight colour, in the night place, at
the right time, will be visited upon them
with the honour of being allowed to
stay and work here.
J.R.

Anarchy

on the Old Plantation

R. SIMON LEGREE, the well-known
slave owner, has threatened to take

his plantations away from England be-
cause the labour situation IS not pro-
ducing the right kind of slaves. He
threatens to open up new fields n
German, Japan or India, anywhere where

strokes which must

be administered

makes it difficult for him to carry on.

to accommodate Mr.

The British Prime Minister 1s anxious
Legree and has

pointed out that he has on the Statute

Book a Bill
~away without giving due notice.

to stop slaves running
It

to want to smash the unions, for in
highly industrialised societies, the unions
play an important part in ensuring smooth
operation. Employers and Government
Ministers would not relish getting round
the table with the overalled callous-
_handed workers from the shop floor.
-Such people would be directly affected
by what was being negotiated and would

also includes provisions for negotiating
deals in slavery and for prowvisions to
stop people like Wilberforce, Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Garnison and other
agitators pointing out that slaves are
slaves.

The Prime Minister is anxious to meet
Mr. Legree and talk over the situation
with him. It would be a pity if the
slave trade upon which so much of our
exports and balance of payments depend
were allowed to pass into other hands
because of these agitators and anarchists.

TACK SPRATT.

where the labourers have been con-
ditioned to obedience by previous training
or by starvation.

racy’ the Government needs the TUC
as much as the TUC needs the Govern-

ment. Meetings between the two have ! - g
been absent of late, but Thursday's He claims that the ability of Bntish

get-together could be the ‘beginning of slaves to stop working for a while, and
a dialogue’. . to choose their masters makes it un-

Differences were mainly over the economic for him to carry on in Britain.
timing of reflation. The Government His most bitter complaint is about the
wants wage increases to be kept down apparatus set up by British slaves to
to reduce inflation, while the TUC wants negotiate the length of their fetters
immediate economic growth to cut un- (any fetter umder eight links is barred
employment, This growth would en- by British slave unions). He also points
courage investment and stimulate further out that the union’s. ability to govern
Bgis > o ggg&lgd om page 4 t_hc'size._ ©Of whip and the number of
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of wages that employers are prepared
to pay. The TUC is obviously anxious
to get some agreement on how to run
the economy, but it is also embarrassed
by high wage claims such as that being
made at Fords.

A ftripartite agreement is, in modern-
day capitalist terms, the best way to
therefore drive a hard bargain. How- ensure a smooth-running economy. The
ever the gentlemen from the TUC 'are . Industrial Relations Bill is really an
just as much' concerned with inflation, , anachronism introduced because it was
declining _investmentS . and ‘unofficjal thought that the TUC was unwilling or,
wstrikes . .as are. the employers in ~the as is morg likely, unable to co-operate.
Confedeyition” of Rritfsh- Industry: 2 Unpble, because. of the, continpal pres- v, * (. %
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