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Anarchists Burn

IN AN ASTONISHINGLY frank
interview with the Daily Telegraph
on April 19, Mr. Michael Reed, the
Registrar General, revealed the basic
purpose of the national census.
‘What we wanted,” he said, ‘was
to get at the ethnic origins of the
immigrant communities. It was
thought best, for political reasons,
not to ask for ethnic origins In
so many words but to get at it
in another way by asking for the
birthplaces of the people filling
in the forms, and of their parents.’
He pointed out that quite a few
people in this country have British
parents who were not born In
Britain. Mr. Reed was very sym-
pathetic to such people. ‘Everyone
understands,” he said, ‘that British
people who were born in India don’t
want to be considered Indians’ (but)
‘none of these people need fear that
they will be future potential candi-
dates for repatriation.’

I am sure he i1s right. The off-
spring of the old British empire-
builders have no need to worrv- -
but what of the Indians, the Paki-
stanis, the West Indians, the Afri-
cans, the Cypriots and all the other
immigrants now living and working
in this country? There were no
words of comfort for them from the
Registrar General, and it is there-
fore reasonable to assume that they
will be candidates for repatriation.

The Government propaganda
which accompanied the census form
implying that our rulers needed
these vital statistics to enable them

to build more homes, more hospitals
and a better health service was
sheer hypocrisy. The ethnic origins
of candidates for future repatriation
was, as Mr. Reed phrased it, *what
we wanted to get at’.

ETHNIC HOGWASH

Mankind i1s a single species—
Homo Sapiens. We all have the
same ‘ethnic’ origins—we have all
evolved from apes. Of course there
1S a great diversity within the human
species. These are physical vari-
ations such as skin and eye colour,
degrees of hairiness and so on, and
have been termed ‘ethnic’ or racial
differences. They exist within all
plant and animal species. Some
roses are red and some are yellow—
but they are all roses. You can
prove it because they can be cross-
fertilised. And so it i1s with human
beings. Some are black, some are
yellow and some a grey-pink colour,
but they are all of the same species.
Th>y ecan intermarry and breed
heaithy children, who can also inter-
marry and have healthy children.

BEWARE ‘ETHNIC ORIGINS’

An anthropologist could have an
interest in ‘ethnic origins’ for a
bona-fide scientific reason, but a
politician never! The Nazis used
such information to seize people
with even one Jewish grandparent
and send them to the concentration
camps and gas chambers,

If a government wants to know

ANARCHISTS, who condemn

political parties and leadership as
being authoritarian and deadly to indi-
vidual expression and creativity, do not
have the discomfort of being required to
justify the inconsistent twists of policy
of some ‘revolutionary’ leader or party,
or some deviation from the sacred
theoretical scroll.

At the present time the Maoists must
be ‘shitting bricks’. (Perhaps they will
not even notice the change of ‘line’?)
From an all-out (verbal) attack on the
‘American imperialists’, Chairman Mao
suddenly changed scripts and welcomed
an American table tennis team. The
banners with the slogan ‘People of the
world unite to fight American imperialism
and all its running dogs’ were put back
in the theatrical props cupboard and
replaced by banners proclaiming: ‘Long
live the great unity of world’s peoples’.

Of course, Mao's change of face has
nothing to do with his love of the noble
sport of table tennis. His motive is
common to all politicians whatever their
ideology: political and economic power.
The ruling clique in China obviously
now feels in a relatively safe position
after the struggle for power between
rival factions in recent years. Economic
expansion and international trade (even
with the ‘imperialist aggressors’) is now
the order of the day. The ultra-aggressive
foreign policy (really no more than loud-
mouthed rhetoric) which created a
smoke-screen to divert attention from
internal difficulties is hardly helpful to
a state-capitalist regime on the make in
a world of eager -capitalist traders.
Buming down embassies does not help
trade.

Two Faces of Ghairman Mao

British exports to China are currently
running at a rate of £40 million to £50
million a year but America has virtually
to start from scratch. However, Professor
Robert Dernberger, an American econ-
omist, predicts that ‘by 1980, under
liberalised conditions, China could be
buying between £10 million and £270
million worth of American merchandise
annually, and China might be able to
sell about £104 million worth of materials
to America’. Not bad for a ‘communist’
regime dedicated to world revolution
and the overthrow of capitalism!

Having consolidated its own power,
the ruling group in China is now iIn a
position to create its own empire to
challenge those of Russia and America.
It appears likely that by 1972 China will
enter the United Nations. The Chinese
rulers are seeking to extend their ‘sphere
of influence’ over any co-operative dicta-
tor (actual or potential) in search of
arms or economic aid.

The Chinese people are learning by
bitter experience that a revolution con-
trolled by a bureaucratic clique of
leaders inevitably leads to a new tyranny
and continuing economic exploitation.
Workers, East and West, will not be
free until they cease to be pawns in
other people’s power games, and they
have the confidence to seize the land and
means of production THEMSELVES.
Only they, as individuals, can create a
free, moneyless society based on volun-
tary co-operation and mutual aid, where
production is to satisfy the real and
urgent needs of all, and not for the
enrichment of capitalists or the glorifi-
cation of the Party.

TERRY PHILLIPS.
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your ethnic origins, it can’t have
any good purpose in mind. If it’s
houses, new hospitals and schools
you're after—then you want brick-
layers, carpenters, plumbers and
electricians—and whether they are
black, blue or purple has no bearing
on the matter whatever. But of
course this is not their object. The
fact that this Government has asked
these racial questions proves that it
has evil ends in view. Forcible
repatriation of our black brothers
IS just one of them.

With unemployment and prices
rising fast, and living conditions get-
ting worse all round—they are pre-
paring a scapegoat on which people
can vent their wrath—diverting
attention from the fact that while
so many live in misery, the rich get
away with the loot as they always
have. We will be asked to hate
West Indian nurses, bus drivers and
building labourers, rather than the
lords and ladies who live off our
labours—the oldest trick in the
world. Powell has alrcady spelled
out for us how he will make use
of it.

THEY DIDN'T FOOL
EVERYBODY

This sinister aspect of the national
census was understood by many
people and, coupled with wide-
spread hostility to Government pry-
ing, led to considerable resistance.
The Registrar General, while main-
taining that almost everybody in the
country was co-operative, made
repeated references to the penalties
attached to non-compliance—up to
a £50 fine or a month °‘inside’. The
truth 1s that without these penalties
very few people would have filled
in the form at all. It was to try and
alleviate the obvious public hostility
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Tralalgar Square on Census Day

that Mr. Reed planned a ‘meet the
people’ tour, which he abandoned
after the angry reception he met in
Liverpool.

In Northern Ireland. where the
State appears openly in battle-dress
armed with CS gas and rubber
bullets, it is estimated by The Times
that more than 1,000 census forms
were burned in public and an
attempt was made to blow up the
Registrar General’s office.

STATE WORSHIP

Resistance to the census was cer-
tainly not inspired by the political
parties. The sole and honourable
exception was the Young Liberals,
who held a public burn-up of census
forms in Trafalgar Square on census
day. The anarchists, utterly opposed
to the State and all its works, called
for sabotage of the census. But

otherwise, ALL the political parties
—of the right, the left and the
‘revolutionary’—co-operated with the
State in the census. After all, if the
‘revolutionaries’ call for opposition
to the capitalist state on the grounds
of individual freedom and civil
liberty, it does not leave them in a
very healthy position to call for the
suppression of these things in the
interests of a ‘Socialist” or “Workers’
State if we ever got one.

It 1s this worship of the State—
as such—that inhibits these parties
(no matter how uneasy individual
members of the CP or IS may feel
about it), and has led them in this
Instance to give tacit support to an
operation which could lead to State-
inspired racial persecution of immi-
grant communities in Britain.

JOHN LAWRENCE.

. . . Powellites Burn

On Wednesday night, April 14, a
flaming plastic bottle filled with petrol
was thrown through the door of a house
in Osborne Road, Forest Gate, occupied
by ten people, mainly West Indians.
All were asleep at the time, but none
were injured. Forty minutes later, petrol
was poured through the letter-box of
a house in Monega Road, Manor Park,
owned by a Kenyan Asian family. The
front door and the hall carpet were
badly burned. Five occupants were
choked by the fumes.

HESE ARE NOT isolated incidents.

There have been a number of fire-bomb
and other attacks on immigrant workers'
homes in East and South East London.
Not long ago, a fire-bomb was thrown
into a house in S.E. London. A number
of West Indians were treated in hospital
for burns after that attack. The local
press reported that ‘right-wing extremists’
were said to have been involved.

Back in 1969, Rori, a restaurant run
by the Walthamstow ‘United Front of
Immigrants and Anti-Racialists’, was at-
tacked. One evening, a man on a motor-
cycle threw a brick at the window.
It stayed intact. So, later in the evening,
a motorcycle passed again, and this time
a brick went straight through the plate
glass. Rot’s profits went to finance a

multi-racial housing and play group. But
certain local racists did not like that
kind of ‘race mixing', and members of
the National Front openly boasted that
they would ‘get the UFIA out’. UFIA
activists received threatening—but always
anonymous or unsigned—'phone calls
and letters, stating that the restaurant
would be ‘closed down' if they did not
get out.

On Thursday, March 11, this vyear,
a clothing shop in Barking Road, East
Ham, owned by a Mr. Wali Mohamed,
was gutted by fire. And the following
evening, in the very same road, a gang
attacked the Sweer & Salr café run by a
Pakistani, Mr. Ghulam Rubani. A num-
ber of men went into the café, ordered
tea and then deliberately smashed some
cups. Meanwhile, other members of the
group crowded the pavement outside
and smashed his plate glass window.
Previously to the fire, Mr. Mohamed
had also had the windows smashed in
his clothing shop, and another café—

this time in Woodford Road, Forest Gate
—had been attacked twice, causing ex-
tensive damage on each occasion. No
one has been arrested.

BOV'VER FROM THE RIGHT

Community relations workers in New-
ham say that the immigrant community
1S becoming extremely anxious. They
also say that trouble has been deliberately
stirred up among youth groups, and that

In fifteen vears they 'black
and white people in England]
will be fighting,

Enoch Powell, BBC TV.
May 2, 1971.

‘one particular political organisation’ is
behind it. Under banner headlines,
‘Right-wing extremists accused—ARSON
RAIDS ON IMMIGRANT FAMILIES',

Continwed on page 4
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