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EndBritish Occupation!
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S HAD BEEN unliciputcd for housine and l"h‘ and attract new
some time the Northern Irish employment opportunities, but if

puppet government, backed as usual anything the tribal-like differences
by the British government (who then between Catholics and Protestants
broke up—for holidays), brought n are more marked [he reliecious
internment. Mr. Faulkner explained fears and hatreds instilled in children
he ‘would make orders only after from birth are still dividine com-
a careful scrutiny of information on munity against community, street
cach person sufficient to convince agamst street and people against
me that the individual in question people. Protestants want to keep
1Is a threat to the prCscr\'utinn of their slightly favoured position, but
peace and the maintenance of order they and the Catholic mmunitie
The main target at the moment 1s are oppressed by stupid, bigoted and
the Irish Republican Army and 300 intolerant relicious  belief vhi~h
have been rounded up. have never had any rele ce to the

Mr. Callaghan (after consultation social problem " man. Both have
with Mr. Wilson) said that ‘so far been Q\(Pl ited bv the ‘;‘,;pf- 0 the
it has been claimed that internment Church and the State
would be successful only if the , I~
Republic of Ireland took similar THE STATE'S ANSWER
measures’ and he suggests that Mr. The answer of the State to ans

Heath should invite the Prime
Minister of the Republic and Mr.
Faulkner to London for discussions.
So much for Mr. Callaghan and civil
liberties.

British troops have occupied
Ulster now for two years. When
they first arrived in Londonderry,
the Catholic population gave them
a friendly welcome, mistakenly
thinking that they would shield them
from attacks by the Paisleyites. But
the British occupation has brought
further discrimination against the
oppressed section of the community.
They found that the troops usually
intervened when the Paisleyites were
on the run, but if the boot was on
the other foot, then the troops either
turned a blind eye or just happened
to be elsewhere.

Their present tactic of raiding
homes in Catholic areas 1s yet
another case of discrimination.
These raids on the homes of sup-
posed IRA leaders are only provo-
cative. They arrested over 40 IRA
suspects and had to release all but
three of them for lack of any
significant evidence.

The presence of troops in Ulster
has given the IRA (Provisionals) its
chance. The shooting and bombings
are increasing as the gap between

&
the two religious communities
widens. This 1s leading to a situ-
ation where the Ulster Volunteer
Force 1s increasingly taking it out
on Catholics. They shot up a young
Catholic boy who hitched a Ilift
from them, and Saturdayv’s shooting
in Springfiecld Road, Belfast, of a
van driver by a British soldier is the
result of the inevitable build-up of
violence.

Because a soldier mistakes the
backfiring of a car for a gunshot,
Harry Thornton was shot dead,
murdered by British troops. Nat-
urally people reacted violently to this
shooting. Once again the forces of
the state replied:

To quote Peter Farb from his
book Man's Rise to Civilisation,
DL JdA, 5 no one can use force
but the state itself—that 1s, the ruler
and his legally sanctioned delegates
such as the police and the army.
Feuding in a state is an unspeakable

crime that 1s punished severely, for
Its very presence means that some-
one besides the state i1s making use
of force. Once a society has separ-
ated one group of people—those to
administer force—from the rest of
the population, it can separate’ them

in other ways as well; . . .". Herein
lies the tragedy of Ireland
INTERNMENT

Each successive Ulster govern-

ment has moved to a more repressive
position as they have been called

upon to enact tougher measures.
The Prime Minister of Northern

[reland, Mr. Brian Faulkner. has
conferred with Mr. Heath and Mr.
Maudling in London and more
troops are being sent to the six
counties. They also discussed the
details of imposing internment with-
out trial under Sections 11 and 12
of the Special Powers Act of 1922
This Act was used against the IRA

The Clyde Struggle

CP Oppose Worlers™ Control

CS ARE THE initial letters of Upper

Clyde Shipbuilders, but on Clydeside
today they must also stand for Under
Communist Supervision. It is the Com-
munist Party which i1s in control of the
vards and under their guidance the
original act of defiance—the take-over
at UCS—has been channelled into a poli-
tical campaign for nationalisation, more
State aid, and the election of another
Labour Government. The politicians
have taken over and the workers have
been, at least for the time being, pushed
into the background.

Harold Wilson, the man who instructed
Lord Robens to close the mines and got
Dr. Beeching to close the railways, has
now declared his ‘support’ for the actions
of UCS workers providing, he hastened
to add, ‘it remains within the law’. Mr.
Wedgwood-Benn, writing in last Satur-
day's Tribune, explained just what 1s
meant by ‘staying within the law’. We
must carry on the work-in, he wrote,
‘while it is legally possible and then
shift the campaign on to a wider in-
dustrial and political front’. Such a
campaign would consist of ‘an inquiry
set up by the Scottish TUC, trade union
demonstrations against unemployment, a

campaign for a General Election and a
demand for industrial democracy to be
introduced by the next Labour Govern-

ment .
Now there's something to stir the
blood! ‘Industrial democracy’ when we

get another Labour Government! Mean-
while, what happens to the jobs on the
Clyde? Obviously, according to Mr.
Benn and Mr. Wilson, if they can’t be
saved legally (that is, by permission of
Mr. Heath) they must be lost.

COMMUNISTS AGREE

The Communist Party is in complete
agreement with Wilson and Benn. They
are trying their best to whip up a similar
political campaign while pushing the
workers' ideas of direct action well and
truly into the background. Their spokes-
men on Clydeside, like Councillor James
Reid, pour scomn on the idea of workers’
control and they even refuse to use the
word occupation to describe what has
happened at UCS. A ‘work-in’ is how
they describe it, complete with the old
management and the old discipline rein-
forced by the discipline of the largely
Communist - dominated Shop Stewards
Committee.

‘What i1s involved at UCS,” said the
Morning Star last Saturday, ‘is not an
attempt to carry out a revolution, or
create an island of socialism in a sea of
capitalism. Only pseudo - revolutionary
ultra-lefts present the issue 1n these
terms. It is work and the maintenance
of the vards which the workers are
fighting for. . . .’

Of course it 1s work that Clyde workers
are fighting for and already they have
shown their willingness to defy the law
to get it. No one makes a revolution
for the sheer hell of it. A revolutionary
situation arises because simple demands
like work cannot be conceded by the
establishment and a conflict then arises.
The Russian workers and peasants made
a revolution in 1917 not because they
thought it was a good i1dea, but because
that was the only way they could get
those very elementary necessities—peace,
bread and land.

As we write, James Reid (whom the
Morning Star describes as the ‘stewards’
leader’ and who is a well-known member
of the Communist Party) is leading a
delegation of UCS stewards to London
to visit Sir John Eden, the Tory Minister
for Industry. “We hope’, said Mr. Reid,

-

in the late 1930's and again between
1956 and 1962. During this latter
period both the Stormont and Dublin
Governments used Internment Acts
and it is argued now that for it (o' be
successful this time, both Govern-
ments will have to co-operate once
again

It might be comncidence. or just a
straw 1n the wind. but the Lynch
covernment in Dublin was carrying
out raids on known IRA men at
the same time as the British troops
Ccrl;linl} It 1S l«“:'i(dl for both
governments to co-operate, despite
their religious differences, if 1t suits
their purpose, which 1s to survive n
power. Certainly Heath’s govern-
ment wants Faulkner to survive the
present crisis, even though some of
his Ulster Tories prefer Craig or
Paisley. Troop reinforcement might
be yet another sop to head of a
revolt within Faulkner’'s government.

Stormont governments were sup-
posed to introduce reform measures
of social reconstruction, stop the
discrimination against Catholics n

group which threatens its power is
force. However the increasine num-
ber of shootings and bombings by
both the IRA, the British troops
and the Ulster Volunteer Force (the
unofhicial Orange army) could boil
over mto a civil war in which the
people of both religious groups will
be the losers

T'he presence of British
should be seen by
and Protestant as an occupation
I'he patrols of uniformed armed
men, backed by armoured cars, are
a constant reminder of the extremc:
to which the State will go in order
to keep control of the populace
T'heir use in Ulster is exactly the
same as their use in Aden and
Cyprus. but instead of looking to-
wards nationalism, as was the case
in the latter two countries. social
revolution should be the goal of the
people. Sooner or later, the govern-
ments of the North and South will
find common ground on which to
unite in order to exploit all the
people of Ireland.

We all have the task of getting
the British troops out of Ulster, so
that the divided people can see who
their real oppressors are, to get rid
of the religious prejudices and come
together to fight the capitalist system
that keeps us all in slavery.

Lroops
both Catholic

il i
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to have ‘a useful and meaningful dis-
cussion’. But what if Sir John won't
listen to their pleas for State aid and
insists that the sackings go on? Will Mr.
Reid advocate that the fight for jobs
goes on even if it means a conflict with
all the forces of the State? Or will he.
as Wilson and Benn have advocated, end
the work-in and go over to a pohtical
campaign for another Labour Govern-
ment? Surely events will soon catch up
with Communists like James Reid.

WORKERS SILENT

What ordinary shipyvard workers think
about all this we in London have no
means of knowing. All we ever hear on
radio and television and in the press are
the voices of the Communists like Mr.
Reid. The voice of the workers is never
heard. However, the fact that the
Morning Star i1s now fulminating against
‘pseudo-revolutionaries’ in true Stalinist
style seems to indicate that not all
Clydeside workers go along with the
Communists and that some of them are
perhaps beginning to wonder what the
‘work-in’ is all about. So far, all it has
meant is working harder to finish work
that the liquidator wants done anyway—
meantime listening to insulting lectures
from James Reid on ‘discipline’.

We can only hope that the whole
rotten position of the Communist Party
and its allies on the Labour front bench
will blow up in their faces; that the
workers will realise that politicians will

promise anything; that there can be
inquiries galore, but that nothing wall
really change until the workers them-
selves take matters into theirr own hands
where they are strong at the point
of production.

If shipbuilding i1s no longer profitable
on Upper Clyde, then it will be stopped.
That 1s what government is in business
for. Anyone who tells workers that
capitalists will invest their money and
run production as a charity to Kkeep
workers 1in work 1s either a fool or a liar.

A CALL NEEDED

Unemployment is widespread on Clyde-
side—and not only in shipbuilding. Yet
this 1s an area rich in skills, in industnal
plant of all sorts, and it is surrounded
by good farming land. It's not a ‘work-
in’ that's needed, but a clarion call for a
West of Scotland Workers' Council that
will take over all industryv in the area
and, in alliance with the farmers, con-
tract out of the capitalist rat race. Such
a Council-—made up of workers' dele-
gates, not political parties—would be In
a position to make all the things that
people need. It could pull down the
slums, grow food, clean up the whole
area of its years of industrial pollution,
and generally make life worth living for
everyone.

Maybe the workers wouldn’t want this
kind of solution. Maybe they would
prefer to be legally on the dole in ever-

Contimwed om page )












	DSC_2765 - Copy
	DSC_2765
	DSC_2766 - Copy
	DSC_2766



