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IRELAND :

hrow away the Guns .....
Exiend Civil Disobedience

HE DECISION by the Westminster

and Stormont Governments to intern
without trial is proving a disaster. [t
was supposed to act as a breathing

WE HAVE HEARD an officer of the British Army say on television that

the IRA are ‘animals’. We have heard a young British soldier say |
that he had had six months ‘being processed to kill' and that he was
ready to do so whenever he is ordered. We have seen a deaf mute shot

to death by British guns.
bullet.

We have seen a baby shot dead by an IRA
We have read a statement by the Provisional IRA saying that

they regret the death of the baby but that such things are inevitable in

the struggle.

scale.

We have read leaflets produced by IRA supporters in this
country calling for more killings of British soldiers and on a much bigger
We have read a statement by a Protestant Works Convener saying

that there is to be a mass demonstration in Belfast of workers who will
demand that the army use lead bullets ‘not rubber ones’ to disperse
Catholic crowds. We have read all these things and it makes us sick in the

stomach. On a
lerror.
‘bastards’ 1S usec

| sides there is killing and death and and maiming and
Both sides are becoming brutalised by the killings and the word
by each side to describe its ‘enemies’.

We have read the political journals and all the various political solutions
for Northern Ireland and all of them involve some dirty deals, or Killings

both,

—) I

Lynch is meeting Heath and it could well be that those

bellicose Protestants in Belfast could soon feel the weight of the British
Army’s terror -if a deal is hatched up at Chegquers at their expense.

Of all the
that of the International Socialists.

political stands being taken up in Britain the worst is probably
They support ‘those who are trying

to force the British troops out of Ireland’ (i.e. the IRA) but they regrel
the blowing up of the Electricity Board building in which one was killed

and 35 were badly maimed and injured.

As alwavs. the IS are half-

hearted in everything—including their support for killing. They want a
military victory for the IRA—but with as little bloodshed as possible.
But it is towards the British Army that the IS reveals its full chicanery.
‘It is the system which stands accused,” they write in Socialist Worker,

‘not the individual soldier.

They too are its victims.

They are trained

to obey orders, and cannot question these orders.’
That is saying that soldiers are not men, they are things, without blood

in their veins or thoughts in their heads
Of course they can refuse to kill their fellow human beings at
If they don’t refuse then the Killings
The
strengthens the IRA and the Irish State.
strengthens the British Army and the British State.

orders.
the order of some brutalised officer.
will go on—and on both sides.

Of course soldiers can question

violence of the British Army
The violence of the IRA
The essential human

feelings of the people—both Irish and British—are drowned in hatred and

bitterness.

We don’t believe there is any solution other than people acting like
human beings and refusing to Kill each other at the orders of some

authority or other.

All the rest is politics—and the people cannot act

like human beings when the politicians move in.
To the British soldiers we say: Throw away your guns and come home!
To the oppressed people of Northern Ireland we say: Refuse to obey the

IRA!

ll IS REPORTED that the Operation
Omega workers have been arrested
crossing the border into East Pakistan
from Indian East Bengal. Previously,
the party crossed the border in a jeep
and after fruitless discussion were turned
back by Pakistan authorities. It i1s not
known what will happen to them now.

he operation 1s designed to call
world attention to the attitude of the
Pakistan authorities to the refugees. It
1s obvious that the amount of aid the
Operation Omega can give 1s minimal,
given their entirely voluntary status and
their meagre resources, although food
has been taken over for ‘several hundred
people . . . who have been without food
for at least four days’. There has been
some criticism of this scheme on grounds
of its expense, its impracticability and
its ‘masochism’.

This 1s not the first time such an
enterprise has been subject to criticism.
It will probably be recalled that a pre-
vious editor of Freepom strongly criti-
cised the vovage of Everyman III to
Leningrad and similar non-violent peace
missions have been criticised.

We have seen sufficient pictures and
read sufficient news from East Pakistan
to make it certain that a gigantic man-

Extend the campaign of non-violent civil disobedience!

THE EDITORS.

made catastrophe has enveloped the
whole of the area. War, persecution,
famine and disease stalk the land and.
reluctant as we are to use the word
‘genocide’, it is probable that a largely
unconscious, unplanned and haphazard
genocide of the Hindu population of
East Pakistan 1s taking place; largely
being carried out by the military forces
of West Pakistan and her ‘volunteers’
aided by famine, disease and flood—the
ever-present menaces in Asia,

In the face of this appalling holocaust
and the searing photographs of victims,
what can one do? Is it enough to do
nothing, as the British political parties
and government appear to be doing, or
IS there some worth in making a token
protest or a symbolic gesture? This at
least will make it known what the
governments of the world are doing and
some of us owe it to ourselves not to let
such things be forgotten.

One cannot just refer to the outrageous

space while new policies of Catholic
involvement could be worked out. How-
ever it has been claimed that internment
has been successful and the ‘hard core

of gunmen has been wvirtually dealt
with’.

Such claims by the Brntish Army
have been proved verv wrong. Since
internment started incidences of ex-

plosions and shootings have increased
Of course both the civil and military
authorities are still claiming that not
only are these totalitarian methods right,
but that they are successful. The two
Governments deploring the death
of ‘innocent people’ in the continuing
shootings and bombings, but will not
draw the conclusion that they are equally
to blame by pursuing this policy of
internment

dl'C

Internment has failed both mlitarily
and politically since neither Faulkner nor
Heath can come up with a solution
that will satisfy the two communities,
separated and divided by religious dif-
ferences. The Catholic minority, who
at first welcomed the British Army, have
felt and are still feeling the discriminate
violence of this same army, which has
been concentrated on Catholic areas. It
has wrecked Catholic homes and the
reaction by Catholics to the internment
of members of their community has
brought riots and more repression and
violence.

The inquiry into the treatment of
internees is a political necessity, but the
decision to hold it in private 1s obviously
because the authorities do not want a
public airing of the happenings. No
action will be taken against troops who

committed acts of wanton wviolence on
defenceless men One such act was
perpetrated on Mr. Barney Gilmore,
aged 66 vyears, who had his stomach

ruptured by a rubber bullet deliberately
fired from close range.

He describes it as follows: ‘At about
ten to five on August 9, ten of them
came in and asked for the householder.

behaviour of the West Pakistan army,
one may cite the political chicanery of
Mr. Bhutto, the atrocities committed by
the East Pakistanis in revenge against
their own minorities, the Pontius Pilate
attitude of the Indian government, the
British government’'s hypocrisy, the cyni-
cal opportunism of the Chinese supplying
of arms to West Pakistan and the vulture-
like hovering and trafficking of the US
and USSR with the ultimate pav-off of
a defence treaty between Russia and
India. It i1s obvious from all the wheel-
ing and dealing that a new ‘Vietnam'
war 1s there in the making. and what
i1s happening in East Pakistan makes
Northern Ireland look like a tea-party.
It 1s not for nothing that China and
America are supplving arms to West
Pakistan and Russia and India have
signed a treaty. Nothing is for nothing
in international relations.

The usual agitation about West Paki-
stan has brought an agitation for a new

5

dld:!f
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I said I'd go with them 1f they

touch me. But as
the door they pulled me down onto
the ground and started to batter me
They took me on down the road. There
were hundreds about the place and
three or four of them were holding me
Before they got me to the jeep one ol
them in the jeep fired a rubber bullet
straight at me. I was only about eight
vards away. The pain was wild. I fell
down and the three of them had to throw
me into the jeep like a sack of coal.™

The Stormont Government calls the
IRA ‘terronist’, but the methods of the
British Army are terror-inspiring through-
out the Catholic areas of Belfast, Derry
and Newry. The present crisis, with 1ts
eruption of wviolence, has been brought
about by the desperate reliance on
internment

RENT STRIKES
Although the British Army 1s finding it
very difficult to come to terms with the

~

state—'Bangla Desh’, all the politicos in
office, and in exile, have rallied round
this cry for an independent government
Obviously the Indians and Russians have
seen the advantage to themselves of the
further whitthing away of Pakistan. It is
impossible to respect political leaders
and national figures who blithely accept
such geographical abortions as the split-
ting of Pakistan into two zones about
four hundred miles apart (almost as
crazy as the setting up of the ‘Allied
Zone of Berlin in the middle of East
Germany). It was said of the late Mr.
Jinnah, a leader of Pakistan after par-
tition, ‘for every solution he finds a
difficulty’. Certainly this ‘solution” was
festooned with difhculties.

There have been the usual vain pleas.
to governments to act ‘in the name of
humanity’. Whenever have governments
acted except in their own interests? It is
in the interests of very few states that
a new state, even of Bangla Desh, should

‘\_"AL'HT:.x tactics of the IRA. let alone
stop them, the cavil disobedience 1s also
having an eftect. Let us hope that n
the long run this will brning people of
the two religious faiths together [he
civil disobedience campaign 1S an accu-
mulative one, but 1t 1s already becoming
a serious problem for the Stormont

CGovernment

In Belfast and Derry, no rents have
been paid on the Catholic housing estates,
while in other towns the majonty of
Catholic council tenants are withholding
their rents. This strike 1s
and it has been estimated that
week 1s being lost from four areas
"They can’t turn 500 of us on the
streets” 1S an expression of the growing
conviction in this tactic and the solidanty
that 1 bring about. The Stor-
mont Government has said that people
will not be absolved from their legal
habilities, but so far they have not made
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alone
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any move to make the tenants pay up
Continued on page 2
arise unless it s a chient-state and 1n

the pocket of one of the great powers
We shall government 1n
Bangla Desh when 1t 1s seen which way
the chips are falling

SCC A exile ol

It would not vet be worth anybody's
while to commit themselves to backing
East Pakistan with 1its rnickety finoaces
and enormous lines of communication—
through unfriendly territory—to supply

their non-productive troops 1n Wesl
Pakistan. As Steinbeck said of the Ger-
mans in Norway in WWII, ‘The flies

have conquered the fly-paper’.

As for the usual hberation wet-dream
of ‘freeing Bangla Desh’ by war, Vietnam
is still in its death-throes of liberation.
A naive but truthful American com-
mander said of a wiped-out village that
‘we had to destroy it to save it". The
great powers would wipe out Pakistan—
East and West—to save it for their ideas
of domination.

We cannot, as anarchists, support the
setting up—under whoever's auspices—
of another state apparatus. Perhaps
Operation Omega is doing more for the
peasants of West Pakistan than any ‘Free’
Bangla Desh state will!

Continued on page 3
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