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ANARCHIST! The very word

conjures up visions of dangerous
men in black cloaks with bombs,
wild acts of uncontrolled violence,
bloody insurrection, rape, looting
and the complete breakdown of 1m-
posed law and order; causing the
mass of the people to shy away as
though it were some incurable
disease. Yet how wrong is the popu-
lar image. It is true that acts of
violence have been committed in the
name of Anarchism, it is true that
wild statements have been issued.
Yet who are the greatest perpetra-
tors of crimes against humanity on
untold scales? It is governments
who drop tons of explosives on
defenceless people, it 1s govern-
ments who have been responsible for
the massacres of countless millions
throughout history. Governments
who supposedly represent law and
order and all that is supposed to be
peace loving in society.

Contrary to popular belief, the
majority of anarchists, though cer-
tainly not pacifists, are neither in-
clined to violence, mostly being
peace-loving persons who want no
more than to live in a truly free
society, where men treat men with
respect for human dignity. Why
does the popular image remain so
vivid? Its basic cause lies in the fact
that the anarchist movement is dedi-
cated to the overthrow of govern-
ment in any form, thus promoting
the idea that it is a philosophy
based on lawlessness. Nothing could

be further from the truth. Anarch-
ism is possibly the most highly
organised form of society in that, in
such a society, every man would
live in mutual harmony with his
fellow man in a situation where
individuals would live in voluntary
co-operation with other individuals.
It holds to the self-evident truth
that, until man is responsible for
and in control of his own life, then
society’s ills will not be cured. It is
the only political movement that has
this idea to offer. All other political
movements are based on the
assumption that a government must
exist to organise society, thus an-
archists are opposed to any form
of political grouping that has the
formation of another government
as its basic aim. The abolition of
the state and all its apparatus is one
of the basic and original tenets of
Anarchism.

In our present society and that of
the communist world, we find that
the whole economy is geared to
profit-making. Everything that is
produced must make a profit
whether that item 1s necessary or
not. Thus the quality of life 1s
immediately reduced to the level of
sordid materialism. The anarchist
wants a society in which production
is geared to need and not to proht.
A society in which the population
itself controls its own means of pro-
duction. For centuries the working
man has been robbed of the reward
of his own labour. It is a hard fact

of life that a very small minority
control the destiny of the majority
domi-
nance. Yet the very ones who pro-
duce that wealth are the ones who
are exploited. Thus the capitalist,
whether state or private, joins with
the government in a hatred of the

purely through economic

anarchist movement.
POPULAR MYTHS

The popular image of the bomb-
throwing anarchist is that which 1s
perpetuated by the National Press.
Every outrage that cannot be ex-
plained is immediately tagged with
Every break-
down of law and order threatens to
produce Anarchy and thus the myth
Yet these very papers
which do so much to spread anti-
anarchist propaganda are themselves
owned by those who have a vested
interest in keeping society as it 1s.
Little wonder that they attack and
libel Anarchism at every possible
To them, the success of
such a movement would mean, In
real terms, a loss of the privileges

the label ‘Anarchy’.

goes on.

moment.

which they do so much to retain.

Our democratic society 1s sup-
posedly based on equality, yet
thousands live in conditions which
would bring down the wrath of the
lied in a zoo. Many
are homeless. Yet huge office blocks
stand empty for lack of prospective
tenants due to high rents; ‘empty
blocks whose value increases daily
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to provide huge profits for land

THE HRES OF FARRINGDON

HE TWIN-BELFRY TOWERS of

Holy Cross monastery dominate the
skyline of the upper reaches of the
Ardoyne¢ district of Belfast. A few yards
uphill on the opposite side stretches a
row of shops and behind these eight long
rows of terrace-houses sweep downhill
until arrested by an identical row of
houses lying at right-angles to them. A
long ribbon of concrete roadway bisects
the estate and even the many well-tended
gardens fail to relieve the barrack-like
atmosphere of the place.

It was in 1935, another year of riots
in Belfast, that Catholic refugees occupied
the half-completed houses, glad to sleep
on the bare floorboards and grateful for
the help provided by the people of the
adjacent Catholic district of Old Ar-
doyne. Under these conditions what was
almost an entirely Catholic ghetto was
created. Almost but not quite; because
on the site of the new estate there still
stood a tramway depot and the few
streets of ancient and decaying houses
which comprised Ardoyne village, the
miserable homes of Protestant mill-wor-
kers. When the village was demolished
three streets were built where it had
once stood: Cranbrook Gardens, Farring-
don Gardens and Velsheda Park. They
were occupied mainly by Protestants and
for over 35 years they and their Catholic
neighbours lived together in peace.

August 1969 changed all that. Catholic
homes in Old Ardoyne were burned out
by Protestant extremists and the Catholics
prepared to fight. Women and children
were evacuated and buses hijacked to
form barricades but all of the guns were
on the other side in the hands of the
RUC, B-Specials and UVF. Fortunately
for the Catholics their makeshift de-
fences were never put to the test as the
British Army arrived in the nick of time
and an uneasy peace settled over the
area. For some months afterwards both
sides worked together and Catholic and

Protestant vigilantes patrolled the streets
at night in a joint effort to keep the
peace but many of the older, more
moderate, Protestant families began to
leave the estate. Those who took their
place were militant Protestants and once
their numbers began to increase they
began a campaign of intimidation
against Catholic residents in the streets.
Catholics in Farringdon Gardens began
to receive threatening letters signed by
the UVF, one Catholic woman awoke to
find that the windows of her house had
been painted overnight with the letters
UVF and by the time of the July 12
Orange celebrations this year, the streets
were bedecked with Ulster flags. Tension
was in the air and when the violence
did break out in early August no one
was surprised.

I was walking home along the long
roadway that divides the estate into its
upper and lower parts one Saturday
night in early August when I heard the
first shots. One whizzed harmlessly over-
head and I ran quickly into the cover
of a nearby alleyway. From here I was
able to locate their source. They were
coming from Farringdon Gardens and
its neighbour Cranbrook Gardens; single
shots interspersed with short bursts of
automatic fire, most of it flying aimlessly
overhead and none of it coming my way
so I was able to return home and listen
in comparative safety until it finally
petered out a few hours afterwards.
Next night a regular gun-battle took
place. Many more weapons were being
used and as the bullets whined along
the streets and ricocheted off the roads
and pavements, people closed their doors
and doused their lights leaving the gun-
men in command of the dangerous
strects. The battle raged all night long
yvet incredibly not one word about it
appeared in the press next morning nor
was it mentioned on the BBC. The
events of that Monday night were to hit

the headlines of newspapers and maga-
zines throughout the world.

That Monday, August 9, 1971, saw the
and as

introduction of internment
families settled around their TV sets
after tea-time the sound of sniper fire,
so familiar to the people of Ardoyne,
was drowned by a much louder noise.
At first it seemed that dozens of machine-
guns were firing but the clouds of smoke
rising above the rooftops were accom-
panied by the pop and crackle of burmning
timber and quickly the news spread.
The Protestants were burning their own
homes. Many Protestants returning from
work were greeted by streams of women
and children running away from the
scene and lorries laden down with furni-
ture speeding out of the estate. These
lorries manned by gangs of youths had
appeared in streets offering to carry
furniture to safety. Many of the people
who trustingly handed over TV sets and
other items were never to see them again,
as many of the Union Jack waving
youths were simply criminals taking
mean advantage of a tragic situation, but
they were usually able to find new homes
in a corporation estate being built at
Glencairn., The events of 1935 were In
some respects being reversed.

The army were to add a touch of farce
to the tragedy. They had ordered the
fire brigade not to enter the area and
when Catholics tried to put the fires out
they too were ordered away but at the
same time as this was going on at one
end of the street the fire-raisers were
allowed to go about their work at
the other end. One Protestant woman
had returned home to salvage some of
her belongings and as she rummaged in
a back room a soldier entered the house.
He later claimed that he had heard a
nois¢ in the rear and fired when there
was no response to his challenge. The
old lady was shot dead.

Gradually the fire took its grip and

ANARCHISTS—and Proud of it!

speculators, Many people actually
owning more than one house,
government ministers, and often
socialist at that, not least amongst
them. The anarchist wants an end
to this situation, he wants to see all
property held in common through
such means as Tenants’ Associations
or perhaps Federated Estates, where
all the housing belongs to all those
within the Federation and not any
individual or council. A society In
which everyone is well housed In
conditions amenable to human
dignity, where people no longer have
to squat to find a roof, where exor-
bitant rents, or indeed any rents
are non-existent, where a man can
tend his garden and watch his
children grow up in health and
happiness in conditions fit for all
human beings, and not the privileged
few.

EDUCATION?

One of the chief propagators of
our myth of democracy is the educa-
tional system which is founded on
class distinctions and prejudice. The
whole system is repressive and is
used as a cog in the machinery of
conformity, where children are
moulded through various nefarious
methods, into accepting a society of
exploitation. An obnoxious examin-
ation system creams off those of
academic achievement to serve as
the management of society, whilst
the remainder are left as fodder to
serve them. A system controlled by
discipline and competition designed
to repress the individual into a con-
forming mass. Obviously an educa-
tion system which exists for the
enlightenment of the individual can-

“not be allowed to prosper, as any

form of government just cannot
afford to allow a society of free
thinking, enlightened individuals to
grow, as such a society would spell
doom for that government. An-
archism insists that education, par-
ticularly higher education, is a right
of all and not a privilege for those

of the monied classes or for those
with establishment-backed qualifi-
cations. The educational system
should be used to propagate the
ideals of freedom and self-reliance
which in turn would lead to and
reinforce a free society. But no
government in existence would allow
this to happen as it would mmply
self-extinction because people would
soon realise that government was
completely unnecessary.

How is it that governments can
continue to blithely mislead the
people they govern so easily” The
governments effectively control all
the means of communication and
media from newspapers, as already
mentioned, to TV and radio. The
people are only told what the
government wishes them to Xnow.
Our so-called free press and com-
munications system is only free In
that it must comply within certain
insidious boundaries. The only alter-
native is the free presses of the
anarchist movement and the like
and their propagation. But prose-
cution on some pretext or another,
will always lie just around the
corner if ever these alternative news
media become too much of a
menace to the established way of
things. It is not for nothing that
the government exercises a strict
monopoly of the radio and TV
service.

The government has a strong ally
in the support of a large middle-
class which aspires to attain a status
of sober respectability, where false
values are inflated beyond all reason
and a philosophy of trying to be
somebody is all-important. Anarch-
ism to the vast proportion of these
people is complete anathema, creat-
ing visions of everything they fear.
They are too afraid of losing what
little they have, not realising that
their small loss is everybody's
greater gain, and gaily supporting
a corrupt system that gives them
little handouts to keep them satisfied.
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Stute Murder!

PINELLI MURDERED . ..
VALPREDA INNOCENT . ..

Demonstration outside Italian Embassy on Sunday, January
ers’ Corner at 2 p.m.
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Contact ORA, 68 Chingiord Road, Walthamstow. E.17.

salvage operations became impossible.
Rafters collapsed and slates cascaded
into front gardens and back yards or fell
into the burning shells of houses; win-
dow panes exploded and showers of
sparks and red-hot embers drifted sky-
wards. The next day revealed the full
extent of the damage. 192 homes had
been ravaged by fire and i1t looked like
a battle zone. Armed soldiers stood on
guard as people searched the debris-
strewn streets and peered into the
smouldering shells. Some were lucky
and recovered a bird-cage, a pram or a
child's toy. A breeze lifted some papers
and pinned them, fluttering, to the hedge-
rows at the bottom of Farringdon
Gardens. 1 looked at them. They were
certificates of membership of the Loyal
Orange Lodge.

The story of Farringdon and the other
streets 1s not yet finished. It is now
firmly established that Protestant ex-

tremists caused the fires because, they
claim, they were threatened by the IRA.
So they bumed the homes in order to
prevent Catholics occupying them after-
wards. But, finally, when the men of
violence have done their work someone,
sometime has to think of rebuilding and
before winter sets in in eamest a volun-
tary labour force including a couple of
priests has already started to re-roof the
houses. As work progresses they will
be joined in their task by Protestant
workers. In a city where there is already
a chronic housing shortage the govern-
ment bureaucrats have refused the relief
committee any financial aid even though
they admit that the houses are struc-
turally sound and could be made habit-
able once again. Self-help, co-operation
and mutual aid, virtues that we liber-
tarians have always emphasised, are to-
day being put into practice on the roof-
tops of Farringdon. B.H.
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