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The Case of Pauline jones B“CKS OF SH AME

NE IS QUITE USED to the

unashamed sentimentalism of the
popular dailies, the slap it on with
a trowel of the Mirror, the slap
and tickle of the Sun; the wallowing
of the Sunday People, but on looking
through items from the Guardian
on the Pauline Jones case one sees
parallels. December 18: ‘Weller
Case Girl writes to her father’.
December 21: ‘Father says Pauline
may have lost baby later’. De-
cember 22: ‘Pauline Jones Check’.
December 24: ‘Maudling refuses to
free Pauline’. We know of the
gush put out at the time the child,
Denise Weller, disappeared, indeed
one of the papers resorted to the
old standby of offering a reward.
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Those same papers are now at-
tempting to squeeze every ounce of
sentiment out of the sad plight of
Pauline Jones.

Already the case is notorious by
what Lord Chief Justice Widgery,
reducing Pauline Jones’ sentence
from three vyears to twenty-one
months, said: °‘If one sought to
measure the punishment by the
anguish which she caused to the
child’s parents one could not say
that three years was excessive.’ . . .
‘But we have been moved by what
has been said on this girl’s behalf
and now that matters have cooled
down a little we might show a
measure of mercy which the trial
judge found it impossible to show.’

UCH INDIGNATION 1s being

worked up by the Press over Malta’s
decision to ask Britain
Maltese bases by reason of the fact that
Britain will no longer pay the
demanded. It is always amazing when
Tories and Tory-minded Pressmen who
swear by a market economy are surprised
by the facts of life, that when for
example a man takes on a job he aims
to get the best wage possible, they are as
indignant when he puts in a higher wage
claim as they are now that Mr. Mintoff
1s asking what he calls a ‘fair rent’.

Ridiculous arguments are advanced, it
1sn't worth all that rent anyhow, we don’t
really need it, they really need us and
they're making a mistake getting rid of
us, their new tenants (Russians? Libyans?)
are undesirable to us/profitless to them;
besides, after all we did for them and
our long-standing friendship it's sad that
we should part like this. Anvhow comes
the cold comfort, they must be bluffing
or—we must be bluffing.

Britain like all ex-Empires is a bad
loser, we have never found the knack
of letting go gracefully; like a worn-out
actress we storm on to the stage when
the last act seems in sight, to receive a
round of boos and Bronx cheers plus the
occasional missile. We ham it up as ever
until we finally make our reluctant egg-
bespattered bow and wait for applause
which never comes. Nobody under-
stands us.

We cannot even recognise that although
our former colonies, empire, common-
wealth partners, etc.,, make the most in-
credible and stupid errors on gaining

statehood and ‘independence’, even those
errors have the virtue of being all their

own work. Errors conceived in freedom
arec all experience.
with that experience is up to them. The
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What they then do

Maltese may be being douhlc-crmscﬂy
Mintoff, by the Libyans, or by the
Russians, but it's apparently better than
being George-crossed by Britain.

The loss of Malta as an income-tax
haven, a lottery source or a ‘soft
number’ for military postings may be
regretted by some but this was all at the
expense of somebody. And who paid
for it all? The Maltese and British sub-
jects whose taxes and depressed standards
of living all kept up this grand illusion
of a nineteenth century garrison island
that was forever England. In a world
where islands like Malta and Gozo. in-
deed like Britain and Ireland could be
wiped off the map by one, two or three
hydrogen bombs the concept of George
Cross island the bastion against the
invaders is ridiculously out-of-date.

In any case Malta’s stand in the Second
World War was rather like the position
of London. London could take it be-
cause she had very little option, Malta
was In a much more exposed position.
The citizens had to stand up to the on-
slaughts of the Luftwaffe; if they had
capitulated they would have been bom-
barded by the RAF and the USAAF. It
was 1n fact nothing but a replaceable
dock.

To expect gratitude from one state to
another 1s naive. The economy of Malta
seems crazy but then so is the economy
of almost every other country. Surely
it 1S not impossible to reconstruct the
economy of a Mediterranean country
without depending on naval bases. Even
tourism is better than that!

One of the Defence Correspondents
(David Divine of the Sunday Times),
makes a case not only for Malta being
useless as a naval base now but also
doubts if it had any use in the Second
World War. This is going rather far in
vituperation but it is well-known that
war departments are always planning for
the previous war.

The true loss to Britain in Malta is a
loss of face. Surely this should not
worry our politicians. They are two-
faced anyhow. R.J.

dlule Murder!

PINELLI MURDERED . ..
VALPREDA INNOCENT . ..

Demonstration outside Italian Embassy on Sunday, January 16.
March from Speakers’ Corner at 2 p.m.
Help needed for Leafletting, Fly-Posting, Stickering.
Contact ORA, 68 Chingford Road, Walthamstow, E.17.
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We are used to having to accept
that policemen may in the heat of
the moment lose their tempers. The
public now have to consider (what
anarchists have long known) that
even - handed, reasoning, detached
Justice, British Justice at that, can
get just as biased, irrational and
involved as the inferior articles pur-
veyed i1n other countries to lesser
breeds. Organised vengeance is
another name for Justice.
Sentimentality is a dangerous emo-
tion, the same human interest that
bolsters waning circulations engen-
dered the ‘public opinion’ that
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Pauline Jones’ judge gave way to.
The same ‘human interest’ now leads
the Guardian to crusade for ‘Pauline’
when six days before she was
‘Weller Case Girl’. ‘Sentimentality’
IS not a sentiment, it is not carried
through, it 1s a failure to carry ideas
to their logical conclusion. The
sentiments of ‘mercy, pity, peace and
love’ are necessary for the growth
of a free society but the hogwash
of the popular press has no such

Gide once wrote ‘Every sentence 18
a life sentence’. What happens to
one in prison, unless one has a
special type of mind, destroys not
only one’s past but shatters (almost
literally) one’s future. One can re-
call comrades whose minds were
destroyed by the simple fact of
being in prison, not destroyed by
guilt as others are, but destroyed by
the sensitivities being blunted and
scarred. One knows of those to
whom madness and self-destruction

origin.

No one who has imagination, and
sentimentality is a substitute for it,
would send anyone to prison. André
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“*Madame de Thatcher the Children are Demanding Milk." @
“Du Roi Ted my Old Fleur Let the Bleeders Wait Till They're Old Enough to Drink Your Common Market

Wine.”

came by reason of a spell in an
English civil (and comparatively
Continued on page 2
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Censors at the BBC

NO ONE WHO is a regular viewer of
British television can have failed to
notice the sad decline of the standard of
BBC reporting on the N. Ireland situ-

ation 1n recent months. The obtrusive
political pressure on our State-controlled
(in effect, if not in theory) TV service
has resulted in a slide from the earlier
position of a fairly conscientious, liberal-
minded attempt at objectivity into a
crude, white-washing, public relations
exercise on behalf of the British Army.
Commercial TV has the same latent
pressures with the omnipotent capitalist
gangsters who run parallel with and often
overlap the Barons of Fleet Street.

Many would argue—with some justi-
fication—that the very nature of tele-
vision, with its instantly accessible mass
audience, lends itself to manipulation by
the controlling elite. However, it must
also be admitted that some of the best
and socially effective journalism to
appear in the last decade was, in fact,
TV journalism.

The continuing row over the BBC's
plan to produce a tribunal-style TV pro-
gramme on the N. Ireland situation
reveals that the politicians have not over-
looked the potential of the medium for
producing an air of public discussion
which 1s, by its nature, subversive of
authority. The programme was planned
for transmission on Wednesday, January
5, but it 1s not known at the time of
writing whether or not it will take place.
Amongst those planned to appear in the
programme were a representative of the
Stormont Government, Ian Paisley,
Bernadette Devlin, Gerry Fitt, Michael
O’'Kennedy presenting the Eire Govern-
ment’s view, and with Neil Blaney pre-
senting his own more militant nationalist
line. The various speakers were intended
to appear individually as ‘witnesses' be-
fore the ‘tribunal’ in an attempt to
celiminate cross-argument between parti-
cipants; it was not the intention to
reach a ‘verdict’. Whilst none of the
participants could be expected to provide

anything approaching a libertarian solu-
tion to the Irish situation, it is clear
that the programme would give a plat-
form to speakers who would challenge
the presence and role of the British Army
in N. Ireland, and the corrupt and
repressive nature of the Stormont
Government. As Freepom has con-
sistently argued, the withdrawal of the
British Army and the self-organisation
of all Irish workers on a non-sectarian
and non-authoritarian basis are the only
solutions to the tragedy of Ireland.

On December 28 after a storm created
by Ulster Unionists and Conservatives
at Westminster, the Stormont Govem-
ment informed the BBC that they would
not be prepared to participate, obviously
in the hope that the whole embarrassing
programme would collapse. The BBC’s
absurdly self-conscious desire to appear
‘politically unbiased’ gave, in effect, the
Stormont Government the power to veto
the programme merely by refusing to

Continued on page 4












	DSC_2805 - Copy
	DSC_2805
	DSC_2806 - Copy
	DSC_2806



