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HE PRESENT STRIKE of coal-
miners 1s the first national ofhcial

stoppage since their memorable
stand both during and after the
General Strike in 1926, As in that
year, the coalminers are not just in
dispute with their employer, but
also with the Government itself.
Although the coalminer has changed
his master from the private company
to the State, he still has to resort to
industrial action to achieve justice.

As in 1926, the Government of
the day is fully behind the employer,
wishing to make an example of the
coalminer and to safeguard its ‘in-
comes policy’. Make no mistake,
the Government has an ‘incomes
policy’ just as was the case with the
previous Labour administration. It
is determined to keep wage increases
down to 7% and now has the law,
in the form of the Industrial Rela-
tions Bill, to back up its stand.

The last time a large section of
workers took on the Government
they were defeated. The Post Office
workers fought a lone battle which
really belonged to the whole trade
union movement. The same struggle
is taking place now and the Govern-
ment is prepared to sit it out as it
did with the postal workers.

The National Union of Mine-
workers are claiming increases of
between £7-£9 per week. The
National Coal Board replied with
an offer of between £1.90-£2 which
was withdrawn just prior to the
strike.

Present wage rates are low and
after stoppages many miners take
home between £13-£15 for a flat
week. The basic wages range from
£18 on the surface to £19 under-
ground. Craftsmen get a few pounds
more and it is only the power cutters
who get £30 basic. Further increases
have been promised if productivity
rises, but time and time again miners
have pushed up production only to
see closures and wages lagging be-
hind those paid in other industries.

The national strike has been in
the offing for a long time and, in
fact, was preceded by a ban on over-

time. It would not be untrue to say
that this struggle has been building
up for two years because miners
have taken unofficial action both last
year and the preceding one.

IMPORTED COAL

The Coal Board and the Govern-
ment, for their part, have prepared
themselves. According to David
Wilson of the Observer, ‘coal stocks
stand at a peak of 32,400,000 tons.,*
with half already distributed to

power stations—enough for nine
weeks' winter consumption’. Gas-
works have nearly three weeks’
stocks, industry over five, while

domestic stocks vary between 3 to
7 weeks according to the type of
coal. Stocks have also been imported
from America and Australia.

This is a bleak picture for the
coalminer to be facing. The union
has decided not to pay any strike
benefits, since this would soon ex-
haust their funds, as well as affecting
the_amount that can be collected by
the miners in social security benefits.

It is apparent that a long-drawn-
out struggle is envisaged and this
type of dispute usually ends in a
victory for the employer and the
Government. They are well pre-
pared for these ‘set piece strikes'.
Statements from the Chairman of
the Coal Board, Mr. Ezra, empha-
sising that the strike would be a
‘catastrophe’ and that the weekly
loss in revenue of £10m.-£12m. could
threaten the viability of some pits,
should not be ignored. Employers
always use these arguments and

when all else fails they use the threat
of lost jobs to coerce men
deserting a just cause.

The coalminers’ strike affects the
whole trade union movement. They
are taking on not only the Coal
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Board, but also the apparatus of the
State. If these strikers stand alone,
like the Post Office workers, then
the chances are that they will lose.
The large stocks of coal that have
already been delivered will mean
that the effects of the stoppage will
not be felt for some time. It is vital
that other workers give their support.

Mr. Daly, General Secretary of
the NUM, has said that ‘given the
co-operation we expect and have
asked for from railway, transport
and power station workers, distri-
bution of coal and other forms of
fuel will be stopped overnight’ and
power supplies could be affected
‘within days’.

SUPPORT FROM UNIONS

However, I should be very sur-
prised if the union leaders call upon
their members to give such active
support. Leaders of the National
Union of Railwaymen have said that
their members will not move coal
from the pit heads, while the sea-
men's union 1s refusing to operate
coastal traffic and will prevent im-
ports. Such support is welcome and
important, but the damage has al-
ready been done in that huge stocks
of coal have already been delivered.

The most important active sup-
port could be given by workers at
the power stations, where the ‘coal
gangs’ could refuse to move the fuel
stocks. This would put their unions.
the Transport and General Workers
and the General and Municipal
Workers, on the spot. There 1s no
doubt that if this sort of solidarity
was given, the coalminers would
soon gain a victory over the Coal
Board and the Government. Both
the trade union leaders and the
Government fear this kind of action,
from the rank and file workers, most

IF THERE IS such a thing as peace in
the world (war of some kind seems to
be going on between States constantly)
for the States it is a condition of para-
noia or, at best, hypochondria. States
are always worried by the fear of being
brought low ‘by some attack, of some
virus wreaking havoc with its complex
system. For these drastic diseases it only
knows drastic remedies, surgical oper-
ations and purges. As in the human
body, the body politic known as the
state has its greatest enemy in the
minutest organisms which it fears can
communicate the most fatal diseases.

Like a hypochondriac fearing the on-
slaught of germs, the terrified State
1solates itself from all possible contagion,
shrinks away from suspicious contacts,
and a prophylactic barrier surrounds all
iIts activities.

The deadly germ it shrinks from is
‘the truth’ or ‘the disclosure of official
secrets’, which amounts to the same thing,
One attack of this disease, even in its
mildest form, is sufficient to send up the
temperature of the State, agitate its
heartbeats, chill its blood or bring it out
in a sweat.

We have seen in the last fortnight two
major States, Britain and the US, in the
throes of such sickness. They are ex-
pected to recover, but every illness of
this kind renders them never quite the
same again. Indeed the fear of such an
attack recurring is a sickness in itself. . . .

With Britain the attack was brought
on by the mild proposal of the BBC to
have a ‘Tribunal’ on the situation in

Ulster. For some months now, it has
been obvious that the BBC has been sub-
ject to pressure on the presentation of
news and views from Ulster [see ‘Censors
at the BBC'—FReepoM, second issue of
January]. Whether with this in mind, or
whether the BBC did not realize how far
the mere hint of a germ of truth was un-
desirable, the BBC pushed ahead with
its idea for a “Tribunal’ on Ulster. Know-
ing the usual absurd gift the BBC has
for balancing a subject so thoroughly
that no impression of truth remains, it
was forecast that this programme would
be the usual on ‘the one hand this and
the other hand that' chat.

However, the Daily Telegraph, the
great all-time neurotic of the newspaper
world, went wild about the prospect of
such a TV programme. This was taken
up by the more psychopathic press and
eventually the Unionist Government said
they would have nothing to do with it,
and anything Mr. Faulkner had recorded
about Northern Ireland had nothing to
do with the programme. The IRAs (Pro-
visional and Official) were, of course,
excluded, Mr. Callaghan, that well-known
Welsh-Irishman, was 1ill and unable to
take part, so a compromise was reached,
and the voice of Harold Wilson was
heard in the land, it could be an alibi
some day!

This partial glimpse of ‘the Truth® was
enough to send the lethargic Mr. Maud-
ling into fits of deploring the BBC's
relaying such a programme, which would
not help matters in Ulster. But this pro-
gramme was not, so we unviewers were

The Sickness of the State

told, a blazing torch to kindle once and
forever the revolutionary flickers that are
Ulster. It preceded no Protestant or
Catholic pogrom.

But the mere hint of a germ of truth
was sufficient to bring on Mr. Maudling’s
sneeze” (or 1s 1t sleeping-sickness?).

The United States’ bout was more
severe. l[he germs of truth about the
Vietnam war had scarce abated when a
new plague of the truth about America’s
attitude in the Pakistan-India war hit the
elected government and their non-elected
advisers. It was disclosed that America
favoured ‘Pak’ (to use their usual un-
dignified reference) in the war and would
‘tilt” toward Pakistan (the only reference
one can think of i1s a pin-ball machine,
so much for international diplomacy).
This story was leaked by Jack Anderson
of the Washington Post, whose stories,
we are told, are generally to be found
on the same page as the ‘funnies’. It was
such a bombshell that Mr. Anderson
made the front page.

It 1s easy to see why States hate the
truth. A full dose of it would be fatal to
them. They prefer their usual state of
sickness, of paranoia, of hypochondria.
the attraction of war is that it makes it
possible, legal and seemingly morally
justifiable, to suppress any outbreaks of
the truth that may happen. That is why
totalitarian states need enemies, in order
that they may justifiably suppress this
discase of liberty. War is the health of
the State. It is our function to see that
the State is not too healthy.

JACK ROBINSON.

of all. The TUC will not concern
itself with organising support, but
will be worried about the effect of
the strike on
workers. It will be up to the ordin-
ary trade unionist to take unofficial
action in sympathy with the miners.
Such action will be illegal by the
end of February when the Industrial
Relations Act, outlawing sympathy
strikes, comes into force. However,
there are other clauses, which are in
operation new, whereby such action
could lead to prosecution.

Although the demands are econ-
omic, the strike itself is political and
affects all who work for wages
What must be borne in mind, how-
ever, 1s that although this dispute
may end in gaining the demands of
the union, such increases will be
lost later in higher rents and prices.

STILL TRUE TODAY
The points raised in a leaflet pro-

the jobs of other

SUPPORT THE MINERS

duced by this paper during a coal-
miners’ strike around the turn of
the century are still relevant today.
‘Miners, how long do you intend to
work for wages under the control of
a master? How long do you, grown
men, intend to have your work
arranged for you like school boys?
How long do you intend to have all
you produce taken right away from
you and a pitiful sum of money,
worth half or a third as much, given
you in return? How long are you
going to be made fools of by the
wage system?

‘Strike, not for any petty gain; not
to maintain or even slightly increase
your present wages; strike for the
abolition of wage-slavery. Until
workmen are their own employers
there must and will be a constant
recurrence of industrial war.’

e

*Others have put this figure at 2Z1m. tons.

VALPREDA
IS INNOGENI

HE TRIAL will shortly take place,

in Rome, of the anarchists accused

of having planned and executed surprise

terrorist attacks in Italy, on December 12,

1969, which killed 16 people and
wounded more than 100.

In 1969 there began a series of out-
rages, obviously fascist in origin, which
culminated with the attempted massacre
of April 25, 1969, at Milan. The blame
for these outrages was to be put onto
the anarchists (those who were chosen
were eventually discharged after two
yvears of detention).

The attitude of the police was con-
tinually more provocative, leading to
battles with workers in Turin and Milan.
Result—one dead.

The Right hysterically
order.

A new series of outrages began in
August 1969, this time 1n trains, new
accusations were levelled against the
anarchists (Pinelli, an anarchist railway-
man, was also to be accused; it has
since been proved that the outrages were
perpetrated by fascists bur those res-
ponsible have been granted provisional
liberty).

Finally on December 12 bombs ex-
ploded in Milan and Rome. A witch-
hunt ensued. The bourgeois press and
parhamentarnians helped to whip this up.
It was in this climate that, after three
days of illegal interrogation, Pinelli

pleaded for

committed ‘suicide’ (read ‘thrown”) by
means of a window on the third floor
of the Milan police headquarters.
announced

Im-

mediately after was the

‘a hystenical and inveterate liar’

apprehension of the ‘wild beasts” and
‘assassins’, the anarchists thev had chosen.

We would do well to remember,
however, that the investigation was con-
ducted by the same Commuissioner Cala-
bresi with whose help Pinelli ‘killed
himself” on December 15 It should
also be made clear that the principal
prosecution witness had been recognised
bv the public prosecutor himself as
This

man, Zublena, had alreadv been involved
in an affair concerning anonymous and
defamatory letters and the judge had
then described him as a ‘mental deficient’.
The counsel for the defence charged
Calabresi with suborning the witnesses
and Calabresi with false evidence. More-
over the prosecution took 1its stand
on the °‘confessions’ of the defendants.

but if one thinks about the fact that
one of the men came out from in-
terrogation with a fracture, one can

understand how these confessions were
extracted. The examination of defend-
ants was led by the same policemen
who had previously been involved with
Pinell.

When one of these gave himself away
during the trial, the presiding judge (a
right-winger), sent him from the court.

It should also be mentioned that on
December 7, 1969, the Guardian and
the Observer published the famous secret
documents which were reports of Greek
espionage revealing that the outrages
of April 25 had been planned by the
Greek Government and carried out by

Continued on page 2

dlule Murder!

PINELLI MURDERED . ..
VALPREDA INNOCENT . ..

Demonstration outside Italian Embassy on Sunday, January 16.

March from S

peakers’ Corner at 2 p.m.

Help needed for Leafletting, Fly-Posting, Stickering.
Contact ORA, 68 Chingford Road, Walthamstow. E.17.
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