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One Million
Unemployed

THE GOVERNMENT has recently
announced that there are now
officially over 1 million unemployed
people in this country. It is the first
time, since the 1947 fuel crisis, thal
the million mark has been passed.
This high figure comes at a time
when Government spokesmen have
been assuring us that the various
economic measures they have insti-
tuted will soon begin to take effect.
Over 1 million are out of work
and companies are still continuing
to sack men and women. Even with
the likelihood of an economic re-
covery, it is doubtful whether this
will have much effect on the un-
employment figures. With their pre-
sent labour forces, companies can
push up output and demand would
really have to increase before they
needed to take on more workers.
Mr. Vic Feather, General Secre-
tary of the TUC, has once again
called for immediate reflationary
action to stimulate growth. I do not

think that he i1s as naive as he 18
trying to make out for his utterances
on unemployment are like the word
association games played by psychi-
atrists. Others play similar games
and offer equally useless remedies.

PRODUCING MORE WITH
LESS PEOPLE

What many fail or even do not
choose to realise is that the struc-
ture of industry has changed. Mr
Wilson’s ‘shake out’ of labour has
been successful and the productivity
deals signed by the trade union
leaders have taken their effect. One
could even go as far as to say that
some trade union leaders, in their
fervour for such deals, have cam-
paigned and pushed reluctant em-
ployers into such agreements. The
new machinery has been installed
and productivity i1s rising. We are
producing more with less people
and, if British Leyland’s profits are
anything to go by, we are producing

F ONE DID not know that we have
one of the most corrupt presses in the
world one would think that we have one
of the most ignorant and careless presses
in the world. An example of this corrup-
tion i1s the habitual press statement that
the miners’ strike is the only widespread
strike in the coal industry since 1926.

Any recourse to reference books—which
must be scarce in newspaper offices judg-
ing by their treatment of ‘anarchy’,
‘anarchists’. and ‘anarchism’—will reveal
that the ‘strike’ in 1926 as far as the
miners were concerned was a lock-out. A
distinction with a great deal of difference
as far as the miners were concerned.

On June 30, 1925, the coal owners
(some of whom are still in receipt of
compensation on ‘nationalisation’) gave
notice to terminate the agreement with
the miners’ union; they proposed un-
acceptable terms such as wage reductions,
the abolition of the principle of a mini-
mum wage and the reversion from
national to district agreements. The re-
fusal of such terms was endorsed by the
General Council of the TUC, who an-
nounced at a joint meeting on July 10
that ‘they completely endorsed the refusal
of the Miners’ Federation to meet the
owners until the proposals have been
withdrawn’, and furthermore passed a
resolution recording ‘their complete sup-
port of the miners, and undertook to
co-operate wholeheartedly with them in
their resistance to the degradation of the
standard of life of their members’.

The employers’ notice expired on
July 31 and in a last-minute interview
with the miners Stanley Baldwin (him-
self in the steel business), the Prime
Minister, urged the miners to take a
reduction ‘to help put industry on its
feet’.

On July 30 the Special Committee of
the General Council of the TUC issued
‘Official Instructions to all Railway and
Transport Workers, as agreed unani-
mously’. These were approved by the
General Council of the TUC.

According to Allen Hutt in The Post-
War History of the British Working Class
(1937) these read:—

‘Wagons containing coal must not be
attached to trains after midnight on
Friday, July 3l1st, and after this time
wagons of coal must not be supplied
to any industrial or commercial con-
cerns. . . . Coal Exports: all tippers and
trimmers will cease work at the end of
the second shift on July 3lst. Coal
Imports: on no account may import coal
be handled from July 31st. . . . All men
engaged in delivering coal to commercial
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and industrial concerns will cease Friday
night July 31st’ (1925).

This display, although only on paper,
of solidarity galvanized the Government
which backtracked on previous speeches
by Baldwin and granted a subsidy to the
coal industry for nine months to enable
that notable British panacea, a Royal
Commission, to make a detailed enquiry.

This gave in fact a breathing-space for
the Government to draw up its strike-
breaking plans, the TUC had also time to
prepare. Mr. Winston Churchill (of whom
we were to hear more) was Chancellor
of the Exchequer at that time and he
explained the situation thus: ‘We there-
fore decided to postpone the crisis in the
hope of averting it, of coping officially
with it when the time comes.” When the
time came. Churchill was editor of the
strike-breaking British Gazette.

At the end of September 1925, a volun-
teer organization was set up called the
Organization for the Maintenance of
Supplies. The Home Secretary welcomed
it as an auxiliary to the Government's
own plans ‘which have long since been
made’ and stated that joining the OMS
would be a patriotic act.

The Miners’ Federation, disquicted by
the Government's plans and the TUC's
lack of preparation tried to put through
an Industrial Alliance, ‘a war council of
industrial allies’.

On March 10, when the Royal Com-
mission’s report on the Coal Industry
was completed, it was vague in its sug-
gestions of state intervention or national-
1zation but was precise in advocating that
the miners should accept a wage-cut. On
February 19, 1926, the TUC Special
Industrial Committee affirmed it would
stand by the miners.

On April 9 the miners, at their national
delegate conference, decided to stick by
the slogan ‘not a penny off the pay, not
a second on the day’. Four days later
the Miners’ Federation met the coal
owners, who announced their intention
of proceeding to negotiate on a district
basis, and shortly afterwards posted lock-
out notices, to take effect on May 1, 1926.

After this, the unions staggered into
the General Strike which prematurely
ended; the TUC being frightened by
success, with a defeat for the miners,
whose lock-out continued. Some of the
legislation passed during the General
Strike was used against the miners.

Arthur Horner wrote of the ending of
the lock-out when the TUC Congress
refused to ‘black’ foreign coal: ‘When the
General Council betrayed the miners, its
members had perforce to prevent the

it at a handsome profit.

While it 1s obvious that a certain
amount of work has to be done to
provide enough food, clothing, shel-
ter and other basic requirements, the
TUC and many of the ‘left’ are only
demanding that we produce more of
the useless and wasteful junk. They
want us to continue to waste our
lives in boring, soul-destroying fac-
tories turning out anything as long
as the boss can make a profit from
it. If anything, this is increasing the
present exploitation.

The early Socialist dreamed of a
world where work was reduced to
the minimum required to provide for
the needs of everyone. Now there
are less people producing the useful
commodities and many, many more
doing useless unproductive jobs
Work 1s something whose end pro-
duct should be useful and meaning-
ful.

FROM SCHOOL TO
THE DOLE

TI'he reactionary response of the
TUC to the announcement of the
million-plus unemployed was more
than adequately illustrated by the
fact that it was the Financial Times
and not them who put forward an
idea to remedy the situation. The
FT suggested that the government
should start thinking about ‘shorter
working hours and earlier retirement

pensions’. The TUC, however, wants
more jobs and more work instead
of less work per person. What is
sometimes forgotten 1s that indus-
tries which have been run down are
not going to take on more men and
that there are very few places for
the school leavers. More and more
of these are finishing school and
going straight on to the dole

It 1s little use demanding more

ONWARDS AND UPWARDS

should be thinking about occupying
our places of work as they have done
at Plessey’s and at Fisher Bendix.
Occupation 1s the first step towards
taking over for ourselves, setting our
own work hours and producing what
IS necessary and useful. For too

long we have been dictated to dur-
ing our working lives. Rather than
wanting more work we should aim
to abolish our present wage slavery.

work or ‘the right to work’. We o
”
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Ql PRESENT ANARCHIST Michael far. The Liberal Party (big business)

Matteson 1s skilfully evading Aus- have a lot of embarrassment, due to
tralian Federal Police whilst he visits their ‘anti-inflation’ machinations—which
various locations canvassing against con- boil down to an attack on unionism,
scription (he 1s a draft resister); promot- closure of public works projects (includ-
ing anarcho-syndicalist ideas and, most ing schools, housing, etc.); meanwhile
significantly, destroying the ugly mis- top ‘public servants’ and politicians’
representations about anarchism, draft salaries are steeply increased.
resistance and industrial unionism fos- The Labour Party—‘the opposition’

tered by the rotten press.

Meanwhile, his anarcho - syndicalist
comrade Geoff Mullen is interned for
two years for refusing to register. He has
been shifted all over the state due to
political apprehensions of the state that
organized protests may occur at prison
sites, where Geoff has been locked up.

The federal elections are pending here
but the campaigning is very meagre so

democratic socialists—adopts a ‘silence
1s golden attitude’, hoping to glean some
sympathy from the blundering of the
existing Liberal Government.

Meanwhile, the people ‘sleep walk’
through the meaningless maze of drink-
ing clubs, credit purchases, increasing
medical expenses and stagnatory boredom.

34

IGNIFICANT EVENTS in ‘Rhodesia’/
Zimbabwe coinciding with the
presence of the Pearce Commission in
the country, which is supposed to be
testing opinion of all groups in Rhodesia

on the Smith/Home settlement, have
demonstrated forcefully that African
opinion heartily rejects the British

Government’s sell-out to apartheid.

The violent reaction of the Rhodesian
authorities underlines the brutal, in
tolerant attitude of Smith’s regime—
although one cannot see much funda-
mental difference between the actions of
the British in Northern Ireland and
Smith’s forces in Rhodesia, except that
Smith directs his repression at the
majority.

The arrest and detention of the white
liberals Garfield Todd and his daughter
Judith, followed by that of the African
nationalist leader, Josiah Chinamano and
his wife, on top of the killing of
African demonstrators, indicates the ex-
tent of Smith’s contempt for the ‘normal
political activities’ which were supposed
to be in operation during Lord Pearce’s
Commission. Lord Pearce is reported
to have conceded that normal political
activities must be seen in a Rhodesian
context—which, of course, includes the
locking up of the opposition!

The nature of African resistance now
being demonstrated is very noteworthy
and the fact that disturbances are wide-
spread has definitely frightened the Rho-
desian authorities. This is encouraging
but an incursion from freedom fighters
to the north might have made the

miners from winning in order to secure
justification in the eves of their own
men. There being no neutrality in the
class struggle, the traitors were bound to
turn assassins of their previous allies In
their own defence. Having made pro-
phecies of a miners’ defeat, they must
now assist events to prove they were
right.” This is very harsh—but will his-
tory repeat itself?
J.R.

P.S. Those wishing to help the strike
financially send donations to National
Union of Mineworkers, 222 Euston Road,
London, N.W.1l, where enquiries about
any other possible help should be made.

position even more encouraging.
ever,
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Normal

Political Activity

—Rhodesian Style

How-
one salutes the African people

instruments of torture the British use in
Ulster—so when the politicians jump

for demonstrating anger at the manner
in which the British Government wishes
to dispose of them and the ‘Rhodesian
problem’.

Some time ago when Josiah Chinamano
was in Gonakudzingwa Restriction Camp
(Rhodesia’s Long Kesh) he wrote to
me of people like Adam Sedgewick and
David Livingstone. ‘The achievements
of these great men of old,” he wrote,
‘was largely because of their persever-
ance and determination despite hazards
and untold hardships they never
flinched or retreated.’

Josiah Chinamano faces hazards and
untold hardships. According to the
Evening News (21.1.72): ‘Mr. Chinamano
collapsed and was taken to hospital
immediately after being arrested.” No
doubt the Smith regime has all the

.

around condemning ‘the affront to the
principles of Bnitish justice and hberty
in Rhodesia’ ask them what they did
about the treatment meted out to In-
ternees in Northern Ireland, to Jake
and Tan in England or the Mangrove
Nine in Notting Hill. You won't see
the politicians for dust!

All States react in a similar way to a
challenge to their authority—they arro-
gantly try to stamp it out using all the
methods—psychological and evil—of the
modern era. Maintaining ‘order™—whether
in Rhodesia, Ulster, Poland, Vietnam
or China—is the raison d'etre of the
State. We must judge them by the
way they Kkeep their villainous concept
of ‘order’ intact and kick them where
they belong—onto the scrapheap of
history. FRANCIS DRAKE.

‘Anarchy’: Are you a university student?
Get your professor to recommend
for the university library a SET OF
BOUND VOLUMES ‘ANARCHY’
Vols. 1-10 (Nos. 1-118) 1961-1970.
Price £40.00 per set (p. & p. £1.00).
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