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TUC MEETS GOVERNMENT

MR. HEATH and his Ministers

have met the Trades Union
Congress to discuss ways of reviving
the economy and slowing down in-
flation. The meeting has been
described as ‘most fruitful’, but
what does it hold for the ordinary
people of this country?

The Secretary of Employment,
Mr. Carr, said, ‘We have to seek
the common ground which exists
between us and work on it and build
on it for the good of the whole
country.’

As anarchists we would agree
with Mr. Carr that there is ‘common
ground® between the trade union
leaders and the Government. It is
the common ground of those iIn
power, of leaders who want, at their
worst, to dictate or negotiate terms
for others to abide by. Both the
TUC and the Government share the
view that what the economy needs
1s growth. They both agree that this
will help unemployment, but differ
on what wage increase limits can
be absorbed in this new expanding

economy without bringing about

further inflation.
PRICE CUTS?

The Government, in a nice public
relations exercise, announced price
reductions on milk and sugar and
a halt on potato prices just prior to
its meeting with the TUC. Looking
more closely at the reduction in
milk prices, we find that we have
already, in fact, paid for this in the
higher prices we have been charged
over recent months. The National
Milk Fund now has a surplus of
£21 million, while the Exchequer
will pay the Sugar Board £25m and
the Potato Marketing Board £5m of
our money, to make up the loss of
revenue caused by these price re-
ductions and we are now supposed
to be thankful for this. We also
find the PMB usually holds back on
potatoes at the end of the season
to push up the prices.

1 think that both the TUC and
the Government were eager to get
together after the recent victory of
the coal-miners. It was an experience

that neither of them want repeated.
This again i1s part of the ‘common
ground on which they stand and
their meeting was to explore means
of avoiding any future large-scale
confrontations between labour and
capital. All sorts of solutions—
growth, voluntary incomes restraint
and threshold wage agreements—
were tossed around, the conclusion
being that Mr. Feather will be sur-
prised ‘if there isn’t a considerable
movement towards growth in the
Budget’.

The ‘common ground” between
the leaders of the trade unions and
the Government is their belief that
certain people should profit from the
labour of others. They are content
to see a majority continually robbed
of the wealth that they produce in
order that a minority can grow rich,
powerful and privileged. Both want
the work relationship to remain the
same and for people to slave all
their lives doing mostly boring, use-
less jobs. They want us to be tied
to the treadmill of earning our living,

UP JENKINS !

R. ROY JENKINS, Labour’'s former

Minister of Aviation, Home Secre-
tary, Chancellor of the Exchequer and
now Deputy Leader, hit the headlines
twice last week. Firstly, he was awarded,
and accepted, the Charlemagne Prize for
services to European unity—his support
of the Common Market. Secondly, he
made a speech at Worsley, Lancashire,
which has been widely interpreted as a
bid for party leadership. The French
have a cynical saying, ‘It must be true—
the Quai D’Orsay [the Foreign Office]
have denied it’ Mr. Jenkins has denied
1L,

A lesser or greater man than Mr.
Jenkins would have been embarrassed
by and duly rejected the Charlemagne
Prize, for not only does this award go
counter to the (present) policy of the
party of which he is deputy leader but
it has associations with the Emperor
Charlemagne who forcibly ‘unified’
Europe 1n A.D. 800! Of course, like all
such unifications, it didn’t last. Charle-
magne's services to Christianity in sub-

duing the heathen Saxons, Lombards,
Cordobians, Basques and Turko-Finns
were recognised by the Pope who

crowned Charlemagne emperor.
Roy Jenkins’ ambitions are probably

bership of the Common Market has
gained him friends for his consistency
instead of enemies for this pro-capitalist
folly. In a party with so few principles
even the principle of stupid loyalty to
a mistaken and dangerous concept can
be mistaken for a virtue. Thus Jenkins,
girded with the armour of righteousness
—and Charlemagne—enters the lists and
the wily Wilson, who sponsored his
enemy-on-the-market Jenkins rather than
his back-stabbing friends Callaghan and
Healey, has another man to watch.

We must (alas!) examine The Speech.
Those soothsayers whose distasteful occu-
pation 1t 1s to escry the entrails of
politicians—that 1s, those who have
them!—have divined in two sentences of
this speech an attack on Wilson—or was
it on Foot? He was talking about the
next Election. ‘When . . . it comes, we
shall not be judged by the vehemence
of our perorations, still less by the dex-
terity with which we follow the transient
twists and turns of public opinion. We
shall be judged by the quality of the
programme we put before our fellow-
citizens and by the consistency and
courage with which we advocate it.’

We were under the impression that
programmes were always advocated at

consequence, he or she has become sur-
rounded by a miasma of hopelessness’.

As William Blake savs, ‘Pity would
be no more, if we did not make some-
body poor.” And indeed the Labour
Government has a great share of the
responsibility for constructing the social
agencies which have so conspicuously
and 1nevitably failed to deal with so
many problems. We need only remember
that squatting and protests at half-way
houses commenced and were continued
during Labour’s terms of office.

An advocate of joining a capitalist
club, and a staff member of the Industrial
and Commercial Finance Co. Ltd., can
only have a Fabian academic approach
to sociology. His only experience of
poverty obviously seems a determination
not to be poor. He even repeats the
hoary old chestnut that if the state had
taken ‘all incomes of more than £5,000
a vear’ the result would have been an
increase in Inland Revenue receipts of
only one per cent. This of course is a

re-make of the heckler's anti-socialist
remark that if all the wealth were shared
out we would only get fourpence each.

Continued on page 2

five days per week, fifty weeks per

year. That 1s the wage slavery
existence that the TUC and the
Government want workers to be

content with
CLUB OF ROME REPORI]

In their agreement on growth as
an answer to the ailments of capi-
talism, not one commented on the
fact that there 1s a continual attack
on the natural resources of the earth
or the suicidal consequences of con-
tinual economic growth. Yet in the
same week as this meeting took
place, reports on a study of world
growth, sponsored by the Club of
Rome, showed that the present rate
of the depletion of natural resources

CARR AND FEATHER "EM!

Is increasing as the standards of
living are raised. With the world
population expected to double In
the next thirty vyears, this planet
cannot support such an increase un-
less present growth rates are cut.
[t 1s as simple as that. We anarchists
do not want growth, an expanding
economy or to consume more. We
want more time to enjoy what we
already have, what people have
created and the countryside. It 1s
time we stopped demanding more
of this and more of that and started
to think about taking control from

the profiteers who are sacrificing
this world for the sake of profit,
power and privilege

ek

HRIS SEARLE, a teacher at Sir John

Cass and Redcoat School in East
London, has again been dismissed by
the governors of the school. Ostensibly
the dismissal i1s over his involvement in
the publication of Stepney Words, a fine
collection of pupils’ poems, without the
permission of the headmaster. How-
ever, there 1s no doubt that the real
cause of his dismissal 1s the hostility to
his anti-authontanan attitude towards
education. This i1s underlined by the
recent statement by a number of East
London headmasters that they would
not give him a job.

Chris Searle was first dismissed iIn
May 1971 and this led to a strike by
the pupils. However, in January 1972
the High Court ruled that his dismissal
was null and void because he had not
been informed of or invited to attend
the governors’ meeting which considered
his case. Consequently he was suspended
from teaching pending a fresh heanng.
It came as no surprise that after a
26-hour hearing held early in March
the governors decided to dismiss him
again! Technically, the decision has vet
to be approved by the Inner London
Education Authority.

We do not know much about Chris
Searle’s political views (he has been
reported as being associated with the
vaguely left-wing Rank and File Group

- WHAT KIND OF MAN ARE YOU?

+

CAN YOU ANSWER «YES”
TO THESE QUESTIONS

Am [over 174 and 100, fedup?

Army life’s no ordinary job for ordinary men; you

What the Army’s looking for

support Victimised Teacher

within the National Union of Teachers)
but his article in Children’s Rights 2
expresses views which anarchists should
be pleased to endorse. (See ‘Schools
for Freedom’, FREeDOM, 4.3.72.) He has
argued for the need for a movement of
pupils, parents and teachers to challenge
the authoritarian, state ‘education’ system,
and has made clear the connection be-
tween authoritarian ‘education” and the
authoritarian society in which we live.
Now 1s the tume for local people to
get together, kick out the petty tvrants
who make up the governing body of
the school, take it over as a community
school, and create an environment in
which children can develop in freedom
instead of being moulded as tomorrow’s
docile wage-slaves. Such a community
school will have urgent need of real
teachers like Chns Searle who nurture
the creativity and individuality of
children, rather than the ‘ves-men” to

whom ‘teaching’ is merely a career with
prospects and ‘education’ means indoc-
trination to accept the status quo.

TERRY PHILLIPS.

Police Shoot
Down Strikers

PANISH WORKERS have once again
paid with their lives for demonstrat-

ing and taking strike action. It happened
when riot police opened fire on 3.000
shipyard workers, killing two and
seriously wounding three more in El
Ferrol in the Northwest of Spain. Over
a hundred others have received hospital

. —

must be fighting fit and keen to risk your neck.
Do I want to get away from the insecurity Don 't think 1t isn 't tough—it 1s, and whether you're
of life in present-day Bnitain? S - crawling up a beach or hring bullets into some other
man's stomach, there’s always a chance that you
may leave a leg or an eygat some turning point in
history, You'll get plenty of spit and polish and
robably a chance to blow up lgc World. If vou're
ed up with life. in fact, vou're the sort of man the
Army's looking for. ' J

treatment for gunshot wounds. Units of
the Spanish Navy entered the harbour
of El Ferrol flying battle flags.

Shipyard workers had stopped work in
protest against the dismissal of six wor-
kers who had been involved in organising
a campaign for wage increases and better

elections, it was only their fulfilment in
the cold light of office that was lacking.
A minor member of the Labour Govern-
ment in 1946 and for many years follow-
ing, rising to high office, he could not
have any illusions about this; indeed, he
acknowledges some Labour Party short-

a little lower than those of Charlemagne
but nevertheless from a mining MP’s son
to Balliol, Oxford, an army captain in
1944, a Parliamentary private secretary
to the Commonwealth Secretary 1946-8,
and member of the staff of Industrial
and Commercial Finance Co. Ltd. 1946-8,

Am [ fed up with slums and overcrowding ?

Do I want a chance 1o get away from 1t all?

Do | want the exhilaratuon of risking my
life in battle? ........ s

i1s not so bad. He married well too, and comings. With the powers of a war- x ~ conditions. The State-owned Bazan vard
it comes as no surprise to find him ad- economy and the repository of wartime Do Lwant'lp be abje 10 yave out of my pay What you're looklng for had called in the police. Workers fought
vocating greater social equality in his hopes and promises, the Labour Govern- Am I prepared to become a professional The Army offers you a really secure job, for as long back against the police and, in defiance
speech at Worsley. ment of 1945-51 could have imposed a MUPDETET™ . ..oversqenserssssansnacarnanass as you lrve. Don't join vour fellow-workers in their of the Government’s ban on street

Tribune was rather annoyed at the greater measure of Socialism than it did Am [ keen on Assassination™ ... .oo. . icceeeias struggle against social injustices: Join the army. As demonstrations, marched to the main

a soldier you don't have to form a Tenants’ Asso-
clation—you can pack the wife and Kids off to her
mother’s and go abroad with vour unit: and if
vou don’t like ]’uing under canvas in some remote |
part of the world, or you ger sick and tired of being
pushed around, drop in for a friendly chat with the
Adjutant—he'll soon let you know how dangerous
it is to try to organise a.protest and how diffcult it
is to buy your way out.

Plaza of the town.

The owners of small shops also gave
support to these workers by closing,
despite an order from the civil govemn-
ment to remain open.

This demonstration shows the increas-
ing opposition by workers to the Franco -
regime, for it involved open defiance of
the regime’'s laws and nearly over-
whelmed the forces of ‘law and order’.
After thirty vears of repression workers
are still fighting the regime that came to
power with the deaths of thousands on
its hands. :

CHIPPIE.

and which it obviously had no intention
of so doing. The Government of 1964
had even less intentions, less powers and |-
aroused less hope in the electorate which
it just as grossly betrayed.

Jenkins' text in his speech was the
presence of poverty in the world today,
he gives examples of ‘cases where an
individual or group of individuals has
been trapped by a vicious circle of mis-
fortune and deprivation, where it has
become impossible for the victim to
break out of the trap unaided, where
the appropriate social agencies have been
unable to provide the aid, and where in

Guardian’s story on March 3 that Roy
JenKins was to make six major speeches
as deputy leader of the Labour Party
during the next few months at venues
carefully selected to provide a sym-
pathetic platform. 7ribune denies that
Transport House fixed up these meetings
(of which last Saturday’s was announced
as the first). The subsequent publicity
gained by the speech, which was ob-
viously heralded in advance, together
with Tribune's protestations, almost
proves it is ‘a bid for leadership’ by
Jenkins' anti-Tribune group.

Jenkins' consistent advocacy of mem-

Do | want to learn how to Jdestrov things? .. ..

Do i want to make enemues of lads of my
own age ‘from other countnes ’ . . o

If you answer 'YES' 1o 7 out of 10 of these
questions,.you should go along to discuss
your own case at your local Army Recruiting
centre, to be found in any village, town,
county or country.
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