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Repression Spreads to England

N THE LAST occasion when

Freedom Press was raided
(Anarchy and Libertaria Bookshop
have been raided since) we examined
the ease with which search warrants
were granted and the subtle change
in British law (through a precedent
case) whereby police making raids
with a search warrant were not
limited to the precise boundaries of
the offence for which the warrant
was issued.

Sixty houses were raided last week
including those of four leading IS
members. Up to six hours was spent
examining documents (police are
notoriously slow readers). David
Widgery has his passport taken
away which, Roger Protz, editor of
IS says, was done ‘illegally. Their
search warrants give the police no
powers to seize private property.

We are afraid that Mr. Protz is, not
for the first time, mistaken. Police
powers on search warrants—this was
for explosives—are unlimited.

What 1s significant about these
raids is not IS’s squealing about civil
liberties, using MP sympathisers and
threatening to sue the police, but
that they are indicative of a harden-
ing of the Government's standpoint
on Ireland—perhaps as a prelude to
the ‘initiative’.

In addition to these raids—which
culminated in the deportation of a
comrade to Northern Ireland—to
face charges on cheque frauds!—
other steps have been taken.

The Ministry of Works, who con-
trol Trafalgar Square, have decided

that meetings ‘concerning Irish
affairs’ shall be banned from the
Square. This does not prohibit

marches on Ireland or meetings on the Army and the Press.

[reland elsewhere—as yet! It is pos-
sibly the outbreaks of violence which
have accompanied such demonstra-
tions as there have been on Ireland.
which will be given as the reason
for the ban. But official reasons are
not the only motives for a clamp-
down on public opinion.

In Bristol an even more farcical
situation has arisen. The Glorious
Gloucesters wished to operate their
feudal right to march with fixed
bayonets through the town on their
return from preserving peace in Ire-
land. The Tory and Labour leaders
thought, that in view of Bristol’s
[rish population (27,000—about 5%)
it would be unwise to march—even
without bloodstained trophies or
captives. This decision, which 1s a
democratic right, was criticized by
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NCE THE WAR the respective sizes

of the three different tenure groups
in housmg have rapidly changed. In
1947 there was only 269 of the popu-
lation who were owner-occupiers, 139
lived in housing owned by a public
authority and 61% lived in privately
rented property. In 1965, we find that
the proportions have radically altered
to 44.59%,, 28.59 and 259 respectively.

According to the Government, we are
now living in a ‘property-owning demo-
cracy’. This tenure group is increasing
and the Government gives them back-
payments of taxes on mortgage interest.
Last year these payments amounted to
£302m. Contrary to the impression given
by the Government and many local
authorities, it 1s the owner occupiers
who are highly subsidised and not the
council tenants who only received £157m
last vear.

The Government’s Housing Finance
Bill aims at eliminating all subsidies to
the council tenant while continuing to
offer financial inducements to house
purchasers. The Bill will totally reverse
the original concept of council housing
as non-profit-making. Under the so-
called ‘fair rents’” Bill it has been cal-
culated that this will bring in an extra
£470m. After taxpayers’ and ratepayers’
subsidies have been eliminated, this will
leave a £250m profit, which is divided
equally between the local councils and
the Government.

OVER DOUBLE INCREASE

The Bill will mean that tenants both
in the private and public sector will
be paying just over double the rent
that they are paying at present. Average
rents in London now stand at £3.50
plus rates. By 1976 they will be £7.45
plus rates which are usually well over
£1 per week.

Rents will go up every year by a
minimum of 50p and a maximum of 75p.

In areas where local councils are not
starting the scheme until the last possible

moment, tenants will pay £1 per week
increase in October and 50p or 75p
thereafter.

The concept of ‘fair rents’ was in-
troduced by the Labour Government
in 1965. Although it can be argued
that they intended to assist tenants with
the Bill, in the long run it helped
landlords to increase their rents. Cases
brought before the Rent Assessment
Committees between January 1966 and
May 1966 showed that 649 of rents
were reduced and only 229 increased.
However the balance had changed by
1969 when 67.39 were increased and
only 2469 lowered.

Such a change is not surprising since
it reflects the prejudices of those who
sit on these committees, mainly lawyers
and .surveyors. Such committees are
obviously weighted against the tenants
and the same applies to the committees
who will assess the ‘fair rent’ under the
Government’s new Bill.

These new committees will
Rent Scrutiny Committees who are
accountable to no one except the
Government and will be given powers
to enter and inspect the homes of
tenants. They will arbitrarily set the
level of ‘fair rents’ for council tenants
who will have no right of appeal. If
any tenant obstructs these scrutineers,
he could be found guilty of an offence
and fined £50. The Government has
also taken the precaution against any
local authority who refuses to operate
the Bill by sending in Housing Com-
missioners to operate the law.

As part of the Bill, the Government
proposes a means test rebate scheme.
Every government knows the reluctance
of people to fill up forms, even though
they might benefit. Pride, dignity, ig-
norance of rights and general difficulty
in grappling with the numerous questions

be the

all play their part in this.

The National Rebate Scheme allocates
a ‘needs allowance’ of £9.50 for a single
person, £13.50 for a husband and wife
and £2.50 for each child. If the husband
and wife’s gross incomes are the same
as the needs allowance, the family will

pay 409% of the ‘fair rent’. However
for every £1 by which the income
exceeds the needs allowance, the 409%

rent will go up by 17p.

A LAW UNTO THEMSELVES

This Bill gives central
further powers over our lives. It gives
power to those who have a vested
interest to push up rents. The lawyers,
surveyors and housing agents are a law
unto themselves and do not even come
up for election. They are accountable
to no one. Although private tenants
can appeal against their assessments,
council tenants cannot. The same applies
to any decision on rent rebates.

So far most Labour-controlled councils
are delaying the operation of the scheme
until the last lawful moment. Many
are playing a ‘wait and see’ role. In
London, Camden and Greenwich are
not implementing the Bill and are risking
the Commissioners moving in. Others
may well follow this lead. The Labour
Party’s Greater London Regional Council
voted against operating the Bill despite
the advice of the Executive. Even some
Tory Councils are having doubts.

What is important i1s for tenants to
form or strengthen their associations and
then to unite and mount such a storm
of opposition that the Government will
be forced to abandon its plans. The
Bill pos¢és a direct attack both on our
living standards and our civil liberties.

This new piece of legislation once
again demonstrates the class divisions
within our society. The State is once
again squeezing more money out of
working people and social necessity is
being used to make a profit.

Tenants’ associations can bring tenants
together and give individuals the strength
and solidarnity which will be needed to
defeat the Bill.
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Turkish Delight

FOLLOWING the Timothy Davey case.
It is reported by Reuters that in
a Turkish Minister said that
several members of the Turkish Senate
have been implicated in a drug smuggling
ring following arrests and seizures of
morphine in France and Istanbul last

Ankara,

week.

It i1s also reported that

the death
sentence was confirmed on one of the
founders of “The Turkish People's Liber-
ation Army’ and two others had their

death sentences confirmed by a parlia-
mentary commission after a vear of trials
and appeals. This is in spite of a petition
against the death penalty for political
offences signed by 1,764 prominent Turks.

The Guardian correspondent Michael
Lake points out that the Foreign Office’s
concern for Turkey's feelings over the
Davey case is not unconnected with
Turkey's membership of NATO and
CENTO. Turkey grants Britain over-
flying rights for military aircraft to the

Far East, a privilege denied to Britain
by Libya, Syria or Iraq.

The Turks have apparently taken the
criticism about the Davey case very
badly, responding, according to the
Sunday Times with blaming Britain for
breaking up the Ottoman empire, attack-
ing Turkey in Gallipoli. The Turks
dragged up British colonial repression
in Kenya, but, says The Times, tactfully
avoided mentioning Cyprus. An editorial
on Ulster referred to the ‘barbaric’ spec-
tacle of English MPs setting about each
other and referred to Bernadette Devlin
as ‘the leading authority on English
barbarism’,

J.R.

The coun-

cillors got cold feet and allowed the
march. We shall see what happens
in Bristol.

We are seeing now the slow stain
of a bleeding Ireland spreading to
England. The existence of the Irish
problem has spread to England and
it 1S made an excuse for repression

and denial of civil liberties here
There have been reputedly sensible
men who suggested that for every

soldier shot there should be parallel

for Long Kesh (this
A radio programme
suggested that Irishmen should be
barred from entry to this country
Another casual bomb with its attend-
ant slaughters has gone off, William

execution lists
was an MP)

Craig, MP, made a lunatic speech
rousing his rabble of a Vanguard
Party before an illegal march of

75.000 Protestants. God (preferably
a secular one!) help Ireland!

JAcKk ROBINSON.
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" IRISH ACTION

EVERAL PEOPLE joined us in the leafletting of
troops in Belfast. We had veryv informative dialogues
(Full report available on request.)
| Adrian and Sue went on the ‘Bloody Sunday’ march in
Consequently 8 people from Irish Action/Leeds
Peace Action went on the Newry march.

Irish Action have on several occasions leafletted army
bases in England, as well as picketed ‘Murder Shops
(Army Recruitment Offices) and volunteered twice for
the army (refused twice surprisingly!).
to act as an Info/Advice Centre for people wishing to
act against these ‘shops’ and also to disseminate all the
information we obtain both on N. Ireland
army to all interested people and groups.
ad hoc group which means our door is open for yoi:
we need vou to be able to keep it open with vour
ideas, support, and sustenance.

with the troops.

Derry.

Please, please contact

and

- -

Leeds 8.

01-263 0940
Irish Action,
c/o § Caledonian Road,
London, N.1

c¢/o 2 Bayswater Avenue,

We would like

and the
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HE FIGURES of road accidents are
to most of us, for most of the time,
mere impersonal statistics, but the sad
news has just reached us that Grace and
Joan, two young women who were iIn
the Rumbold Road squat in 1970, have
been Killed in a car crash. It is always
particularly shocking when young people,
who would normally have many vears of
life before them, die, and of course such
tragedies occurred before the car. But
this invention has Kkilled so many of all
ages. What is to be done?

The latest motorway horror has roused
the usual reactions. The neurotic urge
to punish has raised its head, with the
proposal that reckless drivers be im-
prisoned. The passion for speed i1s some-
thing inherent in modern industrial
society, and punishment will hardly act

“as a deterrent when the whole culture is

encouraging the individual to drive as
fast and as furiously as he can.” The
folly of encouraging people to do some-
thing and then punishing them for it
needs no enlarging upon.

The car has been described by Freudians
as a sex or virility symbol, and by Alan
Watts (the writer on Zen) as a ‘toy space
ship’. It has become as obligatory a
piece of equipment for the complete
modern man as was the horse for the
warrior of old. A man without a car is
but a serf, a foot soldier, a mere churl,
a peasant. Some cities in America are
already so dominated by the car that it is
impossible for a pedestrian to live in
them.

The designers of the M1 can hardly
have realised the murder machine that
they were constructing. I well remember,
in the days when I used often to see TV,
the late 1950s, how motor cars were
shown on the screen, and the announcer’s
voice would say something like this,

ABOLISH MOTORWAYS !

‘Well, there are the new super-cars, now
we need to build the roads for them’.

Now we have the roads. Motor acci-
dents were a commonplace before the M1,
of course, but now we have super-cars,
super-roads and super-accidents. Did no-
body see something like this would
happen? Presumably not, unless we are
to assume that men are just devils, and
prepared to accept this sort of thing as
‘the price that has to be paid for
progess’.

Although people seem to think that
there is some Kind of mystery as to why
these pile-ups occur, the main cause
seems clear enough. Drivers feel they
have a vast wide road ahead of them. and
a powerful car at their command, and
they drive faster and faster. I have only
twice been upon the M1, going and com-
ing on a trip to North Wales. The driver
of our minibus was a good driver, but
nevertheless we tended to go almost as
fast as the vehicle could go, because of
the width of the road, and the speed of
the other vehicles on it, which made
any slower pace seem like a crawl,
although it would have seemed fast
enough on an ordinary road.

The fast driving is a product of the
design of the road, the design of the cars
and cult of virility and power which
underlies all. As far as the present writer
can see, there is no real solution, except
the abolition of motorways, and the re-
building of a satisfactory system of public
transport, mainly railways. If this seems
too retrograde I can only point out that
many human inventions were found to
be just too dangerous to be worth it, and
were given up. The airship filled with

inflammable gas is an example. There is

a move now to reintroduce the airship,
lifted by non-inflammable gas, and I
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