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LET’S ALL BE IN CONTEMPT!

HE GOVERNMENT has now

used the Industrial Relations
Act—a law which it made itself—
against the Trade Unions. Railway-
men have been ordered by the Court
to resume ‘normal working’ for a
period of at least 14 days to ‘cool
off' and by normal working the
lawyers have stated that they mean
working overtime and rest days. As
we stated in last week's FREEDOM,
this 1s testing time for the Unions but,
before seeing how they have stood
up to the test, a few words first about
the main villain in the piece—Her
Maijesty’s Bloody Government.

The Government is not some ab-
stract institution; it i1s composed of
men and women made of flesh and
blood. They are rich men and
women, very rich. The average take-
home pay which they get out of our
taxes 1s around £300 a week—more
than ten times the weekly wage of
a raillwayman who, it has been re-
vealed, is working up to 50, 60 and
even 70 hours a week. These rich
men who have ordered railwaymen
to continue this slavery, on pain of
all sorts of penalties, possess cars,
yachts, country houses, servants and
all modern luxuries. Not one of
them does a useful job in society,.
yet they live the life of Reilly. For

them to order railwaymen about is
absolutely immoral, a sheer im-
pertinence. It should have been
answered with a gigantic ‘get stuffed’
from the entire working population.
But alas—that didn’t happen.

The Union leaders, as was to be
expected, were dumbfounded at be-
ing faced with the almighty LAW.
They whimpered a bit, but they
complied with the order. As Sir
Sidney Greene, the railwaymen’s
leader, said of himself and his col-
leagues, ‘we are all law-abiding
citizens’. Indeed they are! Not for
nothing have governments doled out
knighthoods to the august members
of the TUC. These gentlemen are
falling over themselves trying to
prove to the Court that they are ‘not
in contempt’, that they are doing
their best to get their members to
carry out the ‘law of the land’.

We can now expect the TUC's
noisy ‘campaign’ against the Indus-
trial Relations Act to die an
ignogninious death. Already they are
talking about ‘making the best of it’,
‘acting within the law’, ‘defending
ourselves in the .courts’, and all the
rest of it. At most they will issue
silly statements calling for another
Labour Government pledged to re-
peal the Act. As once they urged

Up Against the Law

HE NATIONAL Industrial Relations

Court has now imposed fines of
£55,000 on the Transport and General
Workers’ Union for contempt of court
over the Merseyside container-handling
dispute. Dockers on Merseyside, and at
other ports, have continued to black con-
tainers belonging to Heaton Transport.

The container dispute is not just con-
fined to Merseyside but is national.
affecting all dockers. It involves the in-
creasing use of containers for transport-
ing goods. The employers claim that con-
tainers reduce unit costs and they can be
easily handled. Over £400 million has
already been invested, building the ships
and the terminals specially designed for
them. Containerisation also means that
only about 30 per cent of the normal
dock gangs are needed.

The Devlin Report in August 1965
recommended such redundancies. These
recommendations are part and parcel of
the need to reap the benefits of profits
from the increasing use of containers.
Although Devlin brought some benefits
to dockers, it was the signal to employers
to make more use of containers. All
dockers fear for their jobs as more and
more use 1s made of containers. To safe-
guard their jobs dockers have claimed
this work. They have maintained that
dockers should do the loading and un-
loading at the container bases.

ACTION WON ISSUE

When dockers have used the industrial
tribunals to decide this issue they have
lost. All twelve cases since 1966 have
been found against them. However, when
they took industrial action, in July 1969,
over the new Aintree container base, they
won the day.

When examining the present action by
Merseyside dockers, the background of
this national jissue must be borne in
mind. On the face of it, the dispute
gives the impression that dockers are
trying to grab more work for themselves
to the detriment of their fellow trade
unionists who are members of tbe com-
mercial section of the same union.
times there has been rivalry between the
two sections and although an agreement
was drawn up in Mpy

At

968 it has con-

tinued at some ports. This rivalry has
obviously served the employer.

But, essentially, it is a struggle to safe-
guard jobs and the strong rank and file
trade union organisation created by
dockers. It is a fight against every little
haulage firm who tries to employ labour
on the cheap and uses containers to make
a big profit. Employers do not mind
employing a few men at the container
base if it means that about three or four
times that number are made redundant
at the docks.

On Merseyside the classic divide and
rule tactic of the employer has not
worked. Both dockers and road transport
workers are united on a Joint Committee
which is organising the present campaign
against Heatons. This Joint Committee
tried to get employers to sign agreements
on wage rates and conditions. Heatons
was one of those who refused. When
the Joint Committee told Heatons that
their containers would be blacked from
March 20 they made no effort to get in
touch with union officials, but instead
they decided, with the backing of the
Road Haulage Association, to use the
Industrial Relations Act.

Mr. Jack Jones, the general secretary
of the T&GWU, is now faced with a
£55,000 fine. The president of the NIRC
has said that if further contempt charges
were brought he might have to freeze the
union’s assets until ‘the contempt was
purged’. This means that either the union
stops its members blacking containers or
puts its case to the court.

TOLD TO END BLACKING

Both locally, and nationally from Jack
Jones, instructions have been given to
mcmbcrs to end the blacklng But they
have continued to defy these instructions.
In fact the dispute could spread. Jimmy
Symes, chairman of the dockers’ shop
stewards, has said: ‘The dockers are in
a mood to stnke It could happen on
Monday mormng (When Heatons are
expected to test blacking again.)

Such a strike could become national,
despite local and national union orders
not to take action against the three kﬁgmﬂ-
age companies a)mdy w blac
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the workers to trust the General
Council to put things right, so now
they will urge us to trust the next
Labour Government to put things
right. Never will they urge us to
trust only 1n our own strength to
defy the Government and ignore the
law. The idea is unthinkable.

So let us not waste our time iIn
swearing at the ‘leaders’. Leave that
to the organisations of the would-be
leaders who would like to take their
place. All leaders are the same.
They all use their authority to
feather their own nests. Let’s have
done with them all. The real question
which must concern us is what will
the workers do about the new situ-
ation created by the Government’s
use of the law in industrial disputes.

Will we accept it—or will we resist
it? There isn’t, In my opinion, going
to be any magical overnight trans-
formation. It is going to take some
time for workers to realise that the
war is on, that the old easy days are
done with, that what we get now
will be got only by using our strength
and our power as a class.

Right now it is railwaymen (and
dockers) who are in the firing line

and whilst there has not been any
explosion of anger, there has been
sufficient already to indicate that the
Government is not going to have it

all its own way.

The overtime ban is
on the Southern Railway and,
we write,
general stoppage following the
Manager’s statement that

be laid off. Mr. Buckton,

get the men back to normal working!'

In
brutal intervention may
some good. The Trade Unions—
despite the protests of its leaders—
are being forced into independence,
are being forced outside the estab-
lishment. It will take some time for
us to get adjusted to this new situ-
ation but, unless we believe
workers will all lie down and let the
Government walk all over them, we

can expect a new kind of trade

union movement gradually and pain-
fully to emerge in the coming months
and years. A movement which will

continuing
as
it has developed into a
Area
unless
drivers worked overtime they would
the tramn
drivers’ leader, is beside himself. He
has accused the Area Bureaucrat of
upsetting his (Buckton’s) efforts to

some ways the Government’s
have done

this
society, which will place freedom in-
stead of moncy as Its f')hjcctiwc
movement whose members will not
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work all the overtime they can
in order to acquire what the TV ad\

say that they should want. A move-
ment whose members will not spend
their lives in useless toil for the
mere sake of accumulating material
goods, A movement WhILh have a
free and useful society in mind,
where everyone takes his share.

where no one has more than another.
and where no one is a slave

Finally, it is going to be a move-
ment that will not jump out of its
skin when a Judge dons his wie and
talks about ‘being in conte mpt'.
Each and every one of us has got
to play a part in building such 2

movement and right now our slogan
must be: “When one is in contempt

that

—we are all in contempt’. An injury
to one is an njury to all. Solidarity
will wipe the grin off the faces of
the slave-owners, and it is solidarity
that we must have if ever we are to
win through to freedom.

JOHN LAWRENCE.

I SUPPOSE no one expected anything
from the enquirs conducted by Lord
Widgery into the Derry massacre and
so no one is disappointed. The Guardian
headline (20.4.72) sums it all up, ‘Widgery
clears the army but blames some soldiers’.
But no action is to be taken against any
soldiers, so it all really amounts to
saying, ‘No one i1s to blame, except per-
haps the demonstrators themselves, since
they were participating in an illegal
demonstration.’

Lord Carrington, Secretary for Defence.
says that the army, in the main, has
reason to be proud of its record in Ire-
land, and has expressed the hope that the
whole affair can now be forgotten. What
1s thirteen dead, after all, to the noble
lord? To governments life is cheap.
However it 1s a forlorn hope. Ireland
1Is well-known to be the land of long
memories. The English are very good at
forgiving their victims (so long as they
are white). It is an amiable quality. One
which the Irish are not yet in a position
to be able to afford.

British humbug, already famous, has
now reached a new depth, and one can
only conclude that the next logical step
1S to transfer the violence from Northern
Ireland to the British mainland itself.
The liberal - humanitarian element In
British hfe, which perhaps was not en-
tirely insincere, is dying by inches, stage
by stage; and a new Dark Age is ushered
in by smooth-talking, university-educated,
business-suited gentlemen, with urbane
manners and absolutely no conscience at
all.

One can see how the British Empire
has folded up, from the periphery, the
Far East, India, Africa, Cyprus, Malta,
Northern Ireland, to the centre, the island
of Britain itself. It would be naive to
assume that the process will be stopped
by some kind of magic before it reaches
the heartland of the Empire. The Age
of Apathy, and full employment, when
we ‘never had it so good’ is over. Instead
of being, as was thought then, the normal
condition of modern life, with unemploy-
ment as an outdated institution of the
past, full employment, and a ‘rising stan-
dard of living’, can now be secen to have
been the results of a temporary, post-war
boom. The Age of Violence and general
breakdown is now beginning.

A society which can casually shoot
down thirteen unarmed people (even my
Lord Widgery does not have the gall to
accept the statement that they were firing
on the troopa) and then say, ‘Tut, tut.
So sorry, but it was really ﬁur fault you
know’, can hudly claim to cx\nlnsed

The British Qovsmmmt screams and

screams about the ‘rule of law’, and the
alleged increase in crime, but the Govern-
ment's own behaviour is so callous that
it destroys the very respect for law which
It urges upon its subjects. “The rule of law’
Is a load of humbug anyway, but it
would be in the Government's own best
interests, one would have thought, to at
least make some pretence of ‘lawful’

at any rate civilised behaviour. In fact
Lord Widgery’s enquiry is nothing more
than an admission that it is all right to
commit murder, so long as you are strong
enough to be out of the reach of punish-
ment.

The British rulers still have a good
army. They are no longer strong enough
to wage war on other countries (unless
they be small Arab countries on the

Yerstan Gulf), but with
are still strong enough
to fight minorities within their own
borders. This army has now been given
carte blanche, and told in effect, ‘Do as
you hike. We will cover up for vou,
whatever vou do.’

However a civilisation based on a com-
plex, urban technology, such ours,
cannot long survive on a basis of pure
barbarism and rule by sheer force alone.
If the whole structure disintegrates, with
fighting, starvation and disease destroying
millions, how many of our gentlemanly
masters will survive? They are in the
position of men who saw off the tree
branch on which they themselves are
sitting.

shores of the
their army they
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Two Fingers
for Boyle and

HE VOTE at the extraordinary general
meeting of the Institute of Race
Relations in favour of the stand taken
by the director, Prof. Tinker, over his
refusal to Kill the institute’s magazine
Race Today, was unexpected and most
heartening. All the official bigwigs of
the race relations industry were shown
two uncompromising fingers as it was
the Establishment cronies like Bonham
Carter, Boyle and Joan Lestor, MP, who
had been in a majority of the institute’s
council which had tried to both suppress
Race Today and dismiss Prof. Tinker.
No small credit for this undoubted
victory for the radical approach to race

relations, which is epitomised by so
many young people today, was the
magnificent moml&boosung solidarity

shown for Race Taday's editor, Sandy
Kirby. Much of the letter-writing and

messa was done in o ler to
keep spirits alive, the ed victory
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s that the forces of liberation
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are winning significant battles.

An interesting message comes from the
Establishment ‘liberals’ who lost the
vote: ‘If you don't see sense we'll see
to it that you get no money for your
journal.” It evokes the heart to thoughts
of higher things—it is the last resort of
the modern str.mglcrs whose only refuge
in times of stress is to wave filthy lucre
in the faces of the poor. It reminds one
of the distinction made by Patrick Keat-
ley in The Politics of Partnership be-
tween Livingstone and Rhod&—the one
who won the hearts of men, the other
who ruled with riches. The battle be-
tween these distinctive approaches to life
continues today in the banlcground of
the Race Relations Institute. It is appro-

priate that we have a neuter Prime
Minister at such a time, for such. was

Rhodes’ condition.
The attitude of those who will not
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