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S WE GO to press the issue In
Vietnam is not yet resolved, the
NLF Army is said to be re-grouping
for the offensive upon Hue, ARVN
has replaced several unsuccessful
generals and the world awaits tricky
Dicky’'s new moves to stop the
advance. Nixon has promised to do
all short of atomic weapons—we

fear the worst.
Seven Days re-surfaced for May

Day with an issue devoted to Viet-
nam. It features an interview with
Ly Van Sau, the official spokesman
for the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of South Vietnam in
(in Paris). Ly Van Sau said. *You
wonder why we are now using con-
ventional armaments like tanks and

More on UKAPE

LLOWING THE NEWS that the

‘United Kingdom Association of
Professional Engineers’ has links with
the right-wing Monday Club, Public
Service, the official paper of NALGO,
reports that UKAPE—'the professional
engineers’ trade union’—is, in fact, a
very dubious contender for such a title.

UKAPE, like the Post Office Tele-
communications Staff Association and
the National Union of Seamen, has of
course registered with the Government's
Industrial Relations Court. Furthermore,
some of its members have made wild
claims, particularly in such journals as
The Surveyor, of a membership of
between 6,000 and 10,000. But its actual
membership on December 31, 1971, was
3,617 men—and onec woman. UKAPE
was actually formed by a Ilimited
company, the Engineers Guild Ltd., with
a loan of £3290, and another loan
‘from an unspecified source’ (the Monday
Club?) of £1,000. It has one permanent
official, its general secretary, who by
coincidence is also the secretary of the
limited company. And of its 36-member
executive, five are not even emplovees
at all: they are company directors!

So much for UKAPE, a trade union
for engineers. Another Tory ‘front’
organisation?

P.N.

cannon instead of sticking to guerilla
warfare. Well, we are now using
all available forces, guerilla, regional
and regular—and doing this is what
constitutes a popular war.” (Surely,
the translator meant ‘a war of the
people’.) He goes on, “We consider it
natural that the Vietnamese people
should defend themselves with every
available weapon against an enemy
who has the most up-to-date arms
and has unleashed the whole Ameri-
can arsenal in Vietnam.’

Ly Van Sau went on, “The price
we have to pay for this is very high.
There i1s no easy way for us; we
must suffer, we must overcome many
difficulties, make many sacrifices
and undergo many privations to
fight such a very powerful enemy.
But our struggle is developing—
we've been fighting for more than a
quarter of a century. As we have
moved from the purely guerilla stage
to the use of superior weapons, we
are winning some very important
victories, in spite of the fierce reac-
tior of the Americans and their
attempt to stop our offensive. There
i1s talk of one front, two fronts, three
fronts, four fronts in South Vietnam
—but in fact there are hundreds of
fronts. There’s no place where
people are not attacking the enemy.’

The logic of Ly Van Sau’s re-
marks is that the North Vietnamese
could use atomic weapons. The
Sunday Times correspondent, Wil-
liam Shawcross, claims that the
NLF are using a Russian ‘Strella’
missile which, like several Western
missiles, works on the principle of
‘homing’ on the heat of an aircraft
engine. It is fired from the shoulder
and 1s the ideal missile for the NLF.
As their weapons become more
technically complex, the NLF will
be more dependent wupon the
Russians and the Chinese for sup-
plies. Obviously one of the sacrifices
of the NLF will be the sacrifice of
national independence.

It is true that the North Viet-
namese are suffering from bombard-
ments by the American Air Force,

ALL GAS & GHOSTIES

WHAT CAN ONE SAY about the poor

old Church of England? It has been
called, with some justice, “The Tory Party
at Prayers’, but it is perhaps one of the
least intolerant of the Christian churches.
A few years ago vicars attempted to

attract worshippers by playing guitars,”

holding special services for motor cyclists
and running discussion groups. It is an
amiable picture, if a trifle pathetic.
Running around trying to be ‘with it’
seems so hopeless. A friend pointed out
to me that when a comic clergyman
appears on TV, or the cinema, the radio,
the stage, he is always C of E. Never
an RC. Let anyone make a joke about
the Roman Catholics and a yell of protest
goes up from them.

But guitar-playing vicars are infinitely
to be preferred to inquisitors and witch-
finders generally. Yet this is what we
may be getting back to. According to the
Guardian (204.72), ‘Bishops of the
Church of England are officially recom-
mended today each to appoint his own
trained exorcist to be ready when needed
to expel evil forces from people and
places. This comes at a time when there
is growing concern in the Church at the
increasing interest in the country in
witchcraft, magic and the occult”

This is an attempt to keep up with the

~ hippy-Joneses, who are turning to occult-

1sm, much as their grandparents or great-
grandparents did at the turn of the cen-
tury. Guitars are exchanged for the
paraphernalia of the magician, and so
the Church of England must hurry to
catch up with the new craze. So highly
educated, intelligent, modern men, in a
society that can send astronauts to the
moon, dabble in magic and exorcism.
(And then people talk about African
tribes, with their witch-doctors, as ‘back-
ward'!)

‘A commission’, says the Guardian,
‘'set up by the Bishop of Exeter, Dr.
Robert C. Mortimer, which has inquired
into the history and practice of exorcism
as part of the Christian ministry, also
proposes that centres should be set up to
train exorcists. This should be done, if
possible, in collaboration with the Roman
Catholic Church.’

The old enemies are going to unite
against the demons!

However, the report goes on to tell us
that to begin with at least the assumption
must be that the person thought to be
possessed by evil spirits is physically or
mentally ill. Resort must first be made
to the doctor or the psychiatrist. and only
when all else fails must the exorcist be
called in. Animals and children must be
removed from the house when a service

Continued on page 4

as they suffered from the oppressions
of the French and the Japanese
but this is the logic of total war.
As a tactic it has failed up to now
to break the spirit of the North
Vietnamese—in fact such bombing
(as it did in Britain and Germany)
merely stiffens the will to resist. The
the need for complex supply lines
tactics of guerilla warfare eliminated
and therefore bombing was a failure
as strategy. We do not know if the
new form of warfare has made the
NLF supply lines more vulnerable.

War has a dynamic of its own
which goes forward despite any
human hopes or fears. It is possible,
if Ly Van Sau is a reliable spokes-
man, that the North Vietnamese
have become conditioned to a war
economy and a war psychology.
Twenty-five years of fichting must
have produced a new type of citizen.
The North Vietnamese Government
must be (internally) the safest
government on earth. No one will
question their actions, nobody
examine their motives—and for
twenty-five years!
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Much tribute has been paid (in
Seven Days, too) to General Vo

WHO WINS IN VIETNAM!

Nguyen Giap whose ‘military genius’
has defeated ARVN but Seven Day:s
1s indiscreet enough to mention that
in 1945 when Giap was in the first
Vietminh Government he was Mini-
ster of the Interior (and we quote
Jean Lacouture), ‘a position which
enabled him to effectively suppress
nationalist and Trotskyite opposi-
tion’. It i1s unlikely that General
Giap has changed his stripes. In
fact his taste of military success may
have hardened his anti-nationalist
and anti-Trotskyite attitudes.

This makes nonsense of Trotskyite
support of the NLF, it is impossible
to assess what is meant by ‘nation-
alist’ opposition. Surely, the whole
NLF outlook is based on an appeal
to Vietnamese nationalism? Such
political programmes as they have
advanced are far removed from
communism, the support of the
middle-class farmer landowner and
small businessman has long been
cultivated by the NLF.

We do not know at this point who
will win in Vietnam. The odds are
at the moment that the NLF will
win but given the fortunes of war
and the ability of masses of war
material to decide issues it is still

uncertamn. The one thing that 1s cer-
tain 1s that the people of Vietnam,
both North and South, will lose and
for twenty-five years have been on
the losing side whilst French.
Japanese, Americans and assorted
native political leaders battled over
their homes and bodies as to who
should rule them. In the process
homes and bodies were shattered
but from the fraecments life was re-
constructed and incredibly went on

to raise more food for soldiers. more
children for war

The Vietnamese (North and
South) are a peasant people and as
such,

have an mborn distrust of
government which to them means
the landlord. the tax-catherer and

the soldier. It is probable that what-
ever shoddy compromise is arrived
at in Vietnam—or in Paris or Mos-
cow—and whatever new form of
political set-up is made for the Viet-
namese, they will still have to
harness the oxen, plough the paddy-
field and tend the rice crop. They
will still have to pay the landlord,
the tax-gatherer and render military
service in preparedness for the next
war which will correct the injustices
of the present one. Unless the Viet-
namese realise the great confidence
trick worked on them by govern-
ments who continually ask them to
‘suffer, overcome many difficulties,
make many sacrifices and undergo
many privations’, whether under the

flag of North or South Vietnam.
JAcK ROBINSON.

SNILL DEFYING THE LAW

HOP STEWARDS representing dockers

from all the major ports have decided
to defy their union’s instructions to lift
the blacking of selected companies’ con-
tainers. The decision was taken at a
meeting of the unofficial National Port
Shop Stewards’ Committee, as part of
their continuing campaign over who
should load and unload containers.

This decision 1s also in defiance of
the National Industrial Relations Court
who have instructed the Transport and
General Workers’ Union leaders to get
their members to lift the blacking. But
the importance of this open disregard
for the law is that it shows that the rank
and file members are, at the moment, in
control.

Ironically, if the Industrial Relations
Act had not been passed, this dispute
probably would have been smoothed out
round the negotiating table. As it is, the
union has had to pay £55000 in fines
for-contempt and has given the NIRC
assurances that it is trying to get its
members to end the blacking.

With the TUC beating a hasty retreat
from a confrontation with the State, Mr.
Jack Jones, the general secretary of the
T&GWU, sent his legal advisers along
to the court to put the union’s case. The
union, now following the TUC’s new
line of obeying the law, said this: ‘It
will be my case that it has always been
union policy that the court orders, how-
ever distasteful they may be, should be
obeyed, and through its full time officials
the union has sought to have that carried
into effect.’” Mr. Pain, for the union,
went on to say that the union ‘can’t
control everybody in the docks’, but
would try and prevent the dispute from
spreading.

The union argued that the withdrawal
of stewards’ credentials would make the
situation worse, although it had been
considered. If they were withdrawn, Mr.
Pain argued, the dockers would either
refuse to have replacements or would
elect ‘men of like mind or possibly more
radical’.

SEEKING A WAY OUT

The leadership of the T&GWU have
really been put on the spot. It has now
been given until Tuesday, May 9, to pre-
pare a full answer to the court’s decision

that the wunion must discipline its
stewards.

Mr. Jack Jones has been searching for
a way out. Directly the court proceed-
Ings were over he met Mr. Macmillan,
Secretary for Employment, to discuss the
container dispute. The outcome was a
suggested meeting with the employers

and the National Dock Labour Board.

In contrast to his members, Mr. Jack
Jones 1s seeking a lawful way out to
avold further fines being imposed. At
this stage I don’t think he can discipline
his stewards because his whole reputation
as a ‘lefty’” would be in ruins. He is now
the victim of his own speeches and
policy statements in which he has em-
phasised his support for grass root
decision making and union democracy.
Mr. Jones now faces the dilemma of
disciplining his members or paving
further fines.

His case will be that the unmion cannot
be held responsible by the NIRC for the
action of his stewards. If the court rules
that the union 1s accountable for the
action of its stewards, then the T&RGWU
could have its assets sequestered until
the contempt i1s ‘purged’. Or the court
could fine the stewards in contempt.

NATIONAL STOPPAGE

A national delegate conference of
dockers has given the employers 28 days’
notice of a national dock strike over
claims for the right to ‘stuff and strip’
containers, for average earnings when on
full back pay and a fourth week’s annual
holiday. This conference decision was
taken before the meeting of the National
Shop Stewards’ Committee. This recall
of the docks delegate conference and
their decision could be used to siphon
off support from the blacking campaign
and the initiative will be wrested away
from the rank and file.

The contrast between the rank and
file’s continual defiance of the law and
the retreat by union leaders should not
surprise anyone. The history of the
trade union movement is marked out
with such retreats and surrenders by the
leadership when faced with a head-on
clash with the state. Leaders are more
concerned about the assets of their
unions than they are in making a prin-

cipled stand. Rather than mobilise the
membership against the law and the state
they bargain away hard won gains. They
are the compromisers, the go-betweens,
the agencies for keeping workers in line.
It 1s these leaders who make the pro-
ductivity deals, sign the no-strike agree-
ments, agree to speed-up and compulsory
overtime, which increases the emplovers’
exploitation of the working class.

CONTAINER LEVY

The T&GWU is no exception. Instead
of making a fight to keep jobs both in
the docks and at the terminals at the
union rate, they are talking of a settle-
ment like that negotiated by longshore-
men in America. This agreement levies
money on containers which are packed
and unpacked outside specified areas.
The money raised is then used to pay
higher severance payment. Such schemes
do not prevent the loss of jobs, they
only cushion effects of redundancy.

It 1s natural that leaders should act in
this manner. We do not believe in
'saviours’, either of the ‘left’ or the ‘right’.
Leaders will always try to keep control.
They hold positions of power which
would be threatened if control was won
by the membership. The present retreat
by the trade union leaders is not a de-
feat for the working class. It was some-
thing that just had to happen.

The Industrial Relations Act was made
law to combat unofficial disputes. The
leadership of the trade unions have on
numerous occasions shown how valuable
they are to the employers and the govern-
ment by preventing these stoppages.
They maintain discipline and channel
off discontent along the safe paths of
procedure. It is in the interests of these
leaders to maintain the illusion that they
represent the working class. But when
workers realise that they can do without
leaders then they will kick them out of
power.

Workers by their very position in
society have the power and strength to
defeat any anti-strike laws. If the law
hits one section of workers then it can
be defeated by others giving their active
support. Solidarity and direct action can
beat any employer, any law, and any
government.
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