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UR FORECAST that Mr. Heath
would introduce a wage freeze
was correct, although we thought it
would be sooner. The realities of
power and the administration of the
capitalist system has forced Mr.
Heath and his Government to eatl
their own words.

Once again when a Government
needs further powers, legislation 1is
rushed through Parliament. The
legislation aims to bring an imme-
diate standstill on both wages and
prices for a 90-day period with pro-
vision for a 60-day extension. The
standstill includes rents and divi-
dends, but council rents have already
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been increased and the increases in
the private sector are due just as the
freeze ends. As this country imports
a high proportion of its goods and
foodstuffs, provision is made in the
legislation for any increases, which
cannot be absorbed, to be passed on
to the public. The only thing the
Government has given away is a
lump payment of £10 to pensioners.
Even this miserable concession will

not be paid until next year.

This freeze is a direct attack on
the working people of this country.
[t will give the employers further
opportunities to increase their profits
and exploit their employees. With
so many invitations being offered to
the trade union leaders on future
joint co-operation in running the
economy, the unions are unlikely to
oppose the freeze with direct action.
The union leaders will say that they
cannot oppose the law. Further
legislation will no doubt restrict
wage iIncreases to the £2 to £2.60
and 5 per cent for prices.

From the Government’s point of
view an agreement with the TUC on
a voluntary basis would have been
far better than resorting to statutory

Mutilation Reintroduced

THROUGHOUT recorded history, until
towards the end of the eighteenth
century, the mutilation of criminals was
a common practice in most parts of the
world, including Britain. The practice
began to arouse public indignation dur-
ing The Age of Reason, because it was
felt that it was a barbarous relic of the
past. The constitution of the United
States barred ‘cruel and unusual punish-
ments’, and at the end of the eighteenth
and the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
turies burning, branding, hacking off
ears and limbs and various forms of
torture were abolished, or fell into disuse
in most parts of Europe. Unofficial
horrors might be perpetrated in secret,
but the open use of such methods of
coercion and punishment was discon-
tinued.

Cannibalism, human sacrifice, head-
hunting and ritual mutilation were done
away with wherever the power of
European imperialism penetrated. It was
not a good way of doing things. Cus-
toms cannot be reformed by armed force
without leaving bitterness behind, only
by the power of an enlightened public
opinion can lasting changes be made.
The ruler of Libya, Colonel Gaddafi, is
a devout Moslem and an ally of General
Amin. He has recently celebrated the
Moslem fast of Ramadan by reintroduc-
ing the penalty of mutilation, something
* which not even the Nazis did. Offenders

of over gighteen are now liable to forfeit
their right hands for the crime of ordi-
nary theft, and for armed robbery they
can lose both right hand and left foot.
This is according to the teachings of
The Koran, but it must make Libya the
first modern state, since the eighteenth
century, to adopt the official practice of
mutilation. The only concession to
modernity is that the penalty will be

carried out by surgeons, using anaes-
thetics, and not by masked executioners

in the public square, One wonders what
sort of surgeon would agree to perform

such an ‘operation’. Possibly in the
modern world there are many who
would.

Some years ago there was a film on
show entitled The Fall of the Roman
Empire. In it a character says, ‘An
empire falls when people cease to believe
in it.” Substitute the word ‘civilisation’
or the word ‘culture’ for ‘empire’ and
there you have it. People, whether Mos-
lem or Christian (Ulster, Vietnam), are
ceasing to believe in their civilisation,
and are dismantling it as fast as they can,
in the vague hope that ‘honest ruthless-
ness’, ‘healthy barbarism’ or something
of the sort will save them, where ‘fuddy-
duddy humanitarianism’ seems unable to.
My belief is that they are sawing off
more than a hand or two, but the very

branch on which they sit.
JOHN BRENT.

Draw the Wagons

Into a Gircle

HE BUREAU of Indian Affairs at
Washington has been occupied by
more than 500 Indians in defiance of an
order of the Federal Court that they
leave. According to the radio, sentries
have been seen keeping watch on the
roof in feathered headgear.
The Indians call themselves repre-

sentatives of ‘The Trail of Broken
Treaties’, and say that they will remain
until their demands are met., These
include the dismissal of two Interior
Department and Indian Affairs officials,
who are highly unpopular, recognition
of Indian land rights and observance of
existing treaties between the Indians and
the Government, and the right to hold
a non-denominational religious service
at the graves of two Indian war heroes
in Arlington Cemetery, which is expected
to be granted as it will cost the Govern-

“ment nothing.

Since the Indians remain defiant, the
District Court judge has to make up his
mind whether to start a contempt-of-court
action or not. If he does, it could end
with the forcible eviction of the 500,
who have been in occupation for four
days up till November 5.

As we go to press we learn that the
Indians are linking up with the Black
Power movement. They want to turn
the building into the Native American
Embassy. But if they are expelled by
force they threaten to set the place
on fire before they leave, in the hope
of gutting it. They are already said
to have done the equivalent of £100,000
worth of damage. ;

It is thought that the American
Government will not want wholesale
violence in its capital on the eve of
the election, but we will see.
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'TIL HELL FREEZES

controls. From this standpoint, Mr.
Heath’s expression of his ‘great dis-
appointment for my colleagues and
myself’ was genuine.

I'T°S THE GOVERNMENT’S
FAULT

However, the rejection of the
package deal by the TUC should
not be thought of as a victory for
rank and file trade unionists. The
trade union leaders can now say to
their members that it is the Govern-
ment’s fault. They can point out,
quite correctly, that the Government
was not really prepared to negotiate
on its offer of £2 to £2.60 wage levels
it had first offered in September,

Further talks and co-operation
are not ruled out. Both Mr. Heath
and Mr. Feather, general secretary
of the TUC, have made this clear.
Mr. Feather said: ‘Inflation can only
be solved by joint effort. We may
have run into the sand for the time
being. That doesn’t dispose of the
need for a joint solution.’

Trade union leaders are once
again being consulted on matters of
economic policy and brought into
the ‘corridors of power’. Everything
IS sweetness and reasonableness.
Despite the breakdown and freeze
everyone avoids any mention of a
confrontation. Mr. Feather has
made it clear that the TUC are not
‘looking for trouble’. |

Once again the TUC are proving
themselves willing collaborators.
Showdowns and confrontations are
not a part of the trade unionism of
the TUC. The effects of the miners’
strike have not been forgotten. The
strength and the organisational
ability of ordinary rank and file
members during the miners’ strike
frightened both the Government and
the TUC.

A CHANGE OF ATTITUDE

In fact, the Government’s change
of attitude towards the trade unions
occurred following the miners’ strike
victory. Before this the Government
was always looking for a showdown
but the miners proved a different
kettle of fish from the postmen and
power workers.

Mr. Heath was quick to learn the
lesson of the miners’ victory. He
quickly made it plain that he wanted
co-operation and not the sort of
confrontation the miners had given
him. He-said then: “This Govern-
ment is willing, as it has always
been willing, to sit down with the
employers and the unions when they
are ready, to see if a better way can
be found to settling wage claims.’

Mickey Mouse, M.P.

Wellington, Nov. 5.

R. MICKEY MOUSE, a candidate

in New Zealand’s general election

on November 25, was arrested here today

after a Guy Fawkes day revel in the

grounds of Parliament House ended in
violence.

Mr. Mouse, who changed his name
by deed poll from Christopher Lawrence,
is leader of the Mad Hatter’'s Tea Party
and has been campaigning on a platform

of free cheese.
He was one of eight people arrested

after fights broke out between police
and about 200 young people who had
been letting off fireworks on the steps of

Parliament House.
- —Times (6.11.72).
-

B . Boae

The TUC has always been willing
to ‘sit down’ with any government,
but up until the miners’ strike the
Tories had ignored the unions. The
TUC had already agreed to join the
tripartite talks before the fve
dockers were jailed; however, despite
their 1mprisonment, the talks
continued.

The Government’s package was
just not worth it. On 1mportant
questions of rent increases and the
Industrial Relations Act, Mr. Heath
only offered future talks.

However trade union leaders are
always too willing to talk and make
agreements with governments. It
has not come about this time, but
the TUC shows more concern for
the state of the economy than 1t
does with its members’ real interests
Any deal with the Government can
only be achieved to the detriment
of the working class. Out of weak-
ness Mr. Heath and his Government
came to the TUC, offering co-

operation. What they really were
after was their assistance in keeping
the capitalist system going. The
trade unions, rather than play an
independent role, are only too will-
ing to play a part, with the Govern-
ment and the employers, in running
the system. None of them want to
face another confrontation like the
miners’ strike. They want to con-
trol inflation, but at the expense of
those who produce the wealth

Profits are paramount in a capi-
talist society. Employers are quick
to point out that if their companies
are not profitable then everyone
suffers. While many are complain-
ing of falling profits and lack of
investments, others are very success-
ful and share prices are reaching
record levels

But these are the problems of a
profit-motive system. The exploit-
ation of man by man and the lack

of dignity this entails should not be
co-operated with, but fought and
opposed. Workers should strive to
end their own exploitation and co-
operate among themselves to bring
an end to the present profit-motive
system. Governments will not bring
about the abolition of the profit

system till hell itself freezes
o

LAUDE COCKBURN once reputedly
won a contest for the dullest Times
news-story headline; the one he had
concocted was ‘Small Earthquake 1n

Chile: Not Many Dead’. There has
been a small earthquake in the govern-
ment of Chile, a Marxist Salvador
Allende is President and has been iIn
office since 1970 on a democratic
‘Popular Front” platform, the govern-
ment, as in many democracies 1S In

on a minority vote. Not many have
died so far in what would superficially
secem to be a Marxist take-over, a
Guardian report mentions three people
having been killed by security forces
(November 1).

We say superficially ‘Marxist™ despite
scarifying stories by Alistaire Horne in
the Sunday Telegraph (October 22) and
Jo Beresford in the London Evening
Standard (November 6 —one edition
only). The Ilatter article was entitled
‘If the President goes, Latin America
blows” and was replaced (probably in
the interests of topicality) by an article
on the Price and Wage Freeze in later
editions.

Horne is the author of a book on
the Paris Commune and the joint author
of a recent book on Chile with the
Cockburn quote as titlee. He makes the
over-strained parallel with the situation
in Britain with ‘anarchy’ in the docks;
‘The Times discovery that a Lib-Lab
party could gain power at Westminster’
and ‘Mr. Benn's remarks on industnal
action and unsympathetic newspapers’
all remind Mr.
in Chile. He also discovers parallels in
Chile’s chronic inflation and her freedom
of the press. He also notes that Chile has
been nicknamed °‘the England of South
America’ and concludes that ‘Chile’s very
British attitude for compromise may save
her; but even if it does what guarantee
is there that such a compromise will
not simply open the door to further
erosion by the Communists?’

Jo Beresford’s transient article is a
re-capitulation in a different form of the
‘domino theory' so beloved in South East
Asia. Beresford quotes Guevara's chill-
Ing promise ‘to create not one but many
Vietnams® and applies it to Latin
America, prophesying that if Allende falls
it could well be the making of Marxism
in the sub-continent. . 4

There have been rumblings on the

Left that Allende’s revolution is being

threatened by American neo-colonialism.
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Horne of the situation
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‘NOT MANY DEAD’

We have been spared up to now the
almost inevitable comparison with Viet-
nam. But this i1s a gross over-simpli-
fication.

Jack Anderson, the American column-
ist, revealed according to the Guardian’'s
Washington correspondent (22.3.72) a
letter from Joh Merrnnam of the Inter-
national Telephone and Telegraph Com-
pany’s Washington office to Mr. John
McCone, a former head of the CIA.
(There's a pretty piece of guilt for you!)
‘Today I had lunch with our contact at
the McLean Agency (CIA) and I sum-
marise for yvou the results of our conver-
sation. He is still very, very pessimistic
about defeating Allende when the con-
gressional vote takes place on Oct. 24th.
Approaches continue to be made to select
members of the armed forces in an attempt
to have them lead some sort of uprising—
no success to date. Practically no pro-
gress has been made in trying to get
American business to co-operate in some
way so as to bring on economic chaos.
GM and Ford for example, say that
they have too much inventory on hand
in Chile to take any chances and that
they keep hoping that everything will
work out all right. Also, the Bank of
America has agreed to close its doors
iIn Santiago but each day Kkeeps post-
poning the inevitable. According to my
source, we must continue to Keep
the pressure.” The Guardian ingeniously
points out that ITT never denied this
letter, although they denied other of
Jack Anderson’s charges regarding an

anti-trust bill swit the ITT wanted
dropped.
The ITT-McCrone letter 1s rather

slender grounds on which to build up
a plot of American neo-colonialism. No
doubt the ITT heads dream of estab-
lishing American dominion over South
America, but these are a businessman'’s
fantasies. The hard realities of General
Motors, Ford and the Bank of America

are more like the truth.
* * *

It will be claimed that Allende has
given the land to the peasants. Even
I'ricontinental, that most respectably
Marxist (Cuban) periodical, cannot claim
this for Allende. In its issue (September
1972) it examines the Chilean position
and points out that the major agricultural
‘reforms’ were passed into law in the
Christian Democrat era, and have created
a new peasant petite bourgeoisie. Allende

A . Continued on page 2
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