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WITH THE TUC's May Day whimper

out of the way the plans for the
expected government talks with

the Confederation of British In-
dustry and the TUC were announced.
No doubt many a banner was still
left standing in a corner before
being rolled up and stored away
for the next protest blessed by
the TUC, But accompanying these
plans was the disclosure that
ministers had already had prepa-
ratory talks with some members oXf
the General Council of the TUC,
hese not only included the usual
agsgsortment of titled union leaders
but those supposed champions of
the working class, Hugh Scanlon
and Jack Jones.

-

This disclosure does not sur-
prise anarchists, for our critic-
Esm does not concern this r that
leader but leadership as such.
secret meetings are inevitable,
given the power structure set-up
both within the trade unions and
society at large. NO matter how
much we might disllike the turncoat

Frank Chapple, leader of the Elec-
icians and Piumbers, having des-
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bosses' blue-eyed bOy, his utter-

ances now have, at last, an hones%
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ring. He told his union's confgr-

ence: Meetings, formal or infor-
mal, secret or otherwise, which
break the deadlock between the 1
and the Government and pave the
way for our members to be better
served than they are now are wel-
come., "
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white....

aken the detention and
0of an international jour-
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a eter Niesewand of the
BC and Guardian - in Rhodesia
exemplify the position in that
country.
of FREEDOM's valuable space on

Niesewand's case and the victory

O

he has achieved by winning his ap-

peal. He has received ample at-
tention elsewhere and we wish not
to begrudge him any of it, yet
simply to point out that many,

many Africans have been held with-

out trial in Rhodesia for many
years with hardly a mention any-
where.

The Dally Express calims that
Mr. Niesewand's appeal decision
shows the sense of justice still
remaining 1n Rhodesia. It does
nothing of the sort. The simple

fact 1s that friends and influence

are political considerations even
Smith is aware of;
ly aware that he need not waste

time playing the justice game with

black people held in detention in
Rhodesia's prisons and concentra-
tion camps -- and there are 13%6
Africans held, some for over ten
years.

But, Peter Niesewand and his wife

have suffered for their beliefs
and he could have played it safe
and had an easy passage - as all

but a half dozen Jjournalists do in
His choice to report the

Britain.
activities of African guerillas
and the Smith phobia over the
question shows just how ultra-
gensitive Rhodesia 1s on this is-
sue. It rather makes one wonder

if they would choose constitution-

al action if they were in the
Africans' shoes. Rhodesia's fear
of guerilla action is so obvious
it has become useful to their
enemy !

J.W.
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One hesitates to use any

he is certain-
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naive as to bellieve that secret

get-togethers between union lead-
ers and employers are
place. The tip of the iceberg wai
exposed when the Came |
two bullding site g
published 1n 1968 and showed
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tween two parked vehicles an S.PF.
walked out onto 12 road and we

collided, he did not apologize
I told him to look out next ti
and 1t was hls fault, he repli
by saying it was my fault an
cused me of stealing the bike
was sitting on. I told him it was
my bike, and stop bothering me and
clear off. He then had a freak-
out. He put nis arm around my
neck and pulled me off backwards
to the ground. His name-was
Ronald Lamerton, CO 593 of unit 4
S.P.G. Then another policeman
joined 1in, William Jones, CO 581
also of unit 4 S.P.G. (By the way
this 1s the same unit as killed
the two Pakistani boys.) They
picked me up, twisted my arms,
ripped open my shirt and threw me
with great force onto the floor of
a 9.P.G. van which had just ar-
rived. Here Lamerton either
kicked or kneed me in my side and
Jones pushed his hand into my
windpipe so0 I could not breathe.
The doors were closed and the two
thugs got in with me. It was just
by chance that someone I knew was
walking on the pavement and saw
some Of what happened, and he was
with his father and two friends.
On the way to the police station,
Lamerton told me I was not so
strong, I had no one around, and
he offered to take off his uniform
off and have a fight with me,
which invitation I declined. Jones
told me, "You won't get off with
this even if you're Ted Heath's
son."” The van arrived and I was
taken from van to station with one
thug on each arm, both being
twisted around and hurt, but that
seemed to make them happy. I was
charged with assault and obstruc-
tion and released on £50 bail aft-
er a conversation on my political
beliefs.
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this play b2t said I was
tremely negligent cyclist" and an
author of my own trouble, and he
refused to award costs to us, say-
ing that legally he could not
which is a lie.

I was lucky, having three wit-
nesses in court, my mother a soli-
citor; I would have been found
guilty without one of the two --
some Jjustice. S0 much effort and
time wasted due to authority.
Those police may do that again to
someone without witnesses or legal
help and he will be found guilty,
they are still safe %0 carry on
their operations. That Jjudge
doesn't know what really happened,
never can in cases of facts, for
facts are different, yet he still

UNION BANNERS FURLED
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29 of the 47 French nuclear tests
have been carried out on France's
guinea pigs in the Pacific. They ar
due for another dose oI poisoning of
food and water from radiation, and
of social and economic life by fall-
out from thousands of military per-

sonnel swamping small communitiss.
Unless world-wlide protests can stop
the French government before they
commence this summer's series of
nuclear tests on Muruoa Atoll, which
nas been used on several occasions
since 1963.

GREENPEACE (3 Caledonian Road,
London, N.l., tel. 01-837 3860) has
organised a march from London to
Paris, starting from the French Em-
bassy, Knightsbridge on Sunday May
15th at 11.30 a.m. Contact
Greenpeace for information on other
activities leading up to day of
international action June 3rd.
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ON MONDAYXY the 30th April
one stood in the beautiful church
of St. James in Piccadilly for a

ecial Service for Artists with
the Lesson read by The President
of the Royal Academy and the Ad-
dress by The Very Revd. Eric S.
Abbot K.C.V.O.,M.A.,D.D. and the
Dean of Westminster prior to this
year's opening of the Royal
Academy Summer Fxhibition. I% 1is
literally prayers before battle as
Royval Academy bureaucrats, artists
hard faced dealers and drunken
critics prayed to Christ for for-
giveness before next week's cultu-
ral slaughter of the guilty takes
place. But all things are with
God and the Bond Street Art
dealars.

For those with a social consci-
ence there is the Environment Game
at the Hayward Gallery mounted by
the Arts Council, and it is a
happy type exhibition that with a
massed array of photgraphs and
printed posters "explains the
theory, stakes, ploys and gambits
which are manipulating and corrod-
ing our environment". Everyone
concerned with the exhibition ap-
peared t0 be enjoying themselves
and one doubts if anything will
come of this State exhibition. I
asked the usual naive and always
pertinent question of "Who is pay-
ing for the exhibition?" and the
answer to that surely is the flaw
within 211 these high-minded States
organised soul-searchings, for

they are not an answer but a small
gsafety valve for the Establish-

ment's breast-beaters. I respect

Around The Galleries

and honour the young people work-
ing within this exhibition but
they do not appear to have noticed
that their State allowed exhibi-
tion is mounted in one of the most
ghastly State buildings that side
of the river. And the very State
that sanctioned the building of
this huge concrete art warehouse,
but a year or so ago, allows them
to gather within it to protest at
the 'corroding of our environment'
It is surely akin to concentration
camp victims being invited to dis-
cuss concentration camp reform be-
fore being taken to the gas cham-
bers, for every failure within our
society, educational, social, pol-
itical is followed by a State-
organised group of young po-faced
people telling us where we went
wrong and in Christ's name we know,
for we live their faults in our
daily living, and Centre Point
still stands empty in the Totten-
ham Court Road and the homeless
are still without a bed or a roof.

- » *

BUT all is not lost in the art
world, for there is Allen Barker's
structures and collages of pure
colour. Within his structured
work his colours change to each
movement of our body and they suc-
ceed because they satisfy the
mind's quest for peace. They are
at Lucy Milton's gallery at 125
Notting Hill Gate, W.1ll.

PHONEY AL

And what can one say of Ludwig's
Collection of Photo-Realism except
to dismiss it without regret. Once

again Lawrence Alloway's name ap-
pears within the catalogue and we
are back, at the Hyde Park Serpen-
tine Gallery, with The American
Embasgsy exhibition of a collective
of third rate artists whose new (?)
gimmick is to fill their canvas
with an enlarged photograph and
then paint over it in the manner
of tinted photographs of wedding
groups, cinema posters and the
Andy Warhol factory produce. One
man can do it as a gesture but a
group is nothing more than third
rate incompetence seeking a market.
Richard Estes offers his painted
photograph of an American Food

Shop and states that one could not
do Ehe same painting from life.

In saying this he has little know-
ledge of his own American art his-
tory, for while American art found
itself in the raw vulgarity of its
crude mass produced papers and be-
came an art form in the work of men

like George Bellows, Sloan, Shinn
and Levine, it was the social
realism of men like Hopper and
Wyeth and the other mid-west
American painters who created a
recognisable Armerican art. For
they turned to their own society,
its light, its shadows and its way
of living and they recorded it on
canvas, and this is what the boys
of the school of photo tinting
fail to do and this is why they
are a third rate collective in-

stead of good second rate indivi-
dual artists.

Arthur Moyse

letiers

WOMEN IN THE CITY

Dear Editors,

I agree with 'CP and SC' as far
as the first paragraph of their
comments on the Weekly City Press
goes. Of course the establish-
ment is prepared to use us. O0OFf
course men who want to be in posi-
tions of authority will take ad-
vantage of the situation. Women
are not a homogeneous group, Ob-
viously. But the standard left
class analysis of society LEAVES
WOMEN OUT COMPLETELY. 'The wor-
ker' is male (and white, and over
30). So this is no help in con-
sidering what is wrong with our
lives today. (When are we going
to have a different, libertarian,

analysis and get away from Daddy
Marx?)

The fact remains that I have
more in common with the working
class women CP and SC are con-' L
cerned with (in terms of my daily
life and other people's attitudes
to me) than I have with any man!
Women can make contact in other
gituations - through their child-
ren in particular. And I will
quote just one instance - the
work of Chiswick Women's Aid (for
battered wives) to show that we
are making contact with women who
desperately need help. If we all
went to work tomorrow, we would
Just be handing ourselves over to
be more efficiently exploited

(see the pamphlet "Women, the
Unions and Work"*),

This article by CP and SC may
serve a useful purpose in raising
some people's awareness of the
state's attitude. But I consider
the further comments not only
halfbaked from a Women's Iib.
point of view.but also halfbaked
from a libertarian point of view.
Women's Liberation movement is not
there to be used either by sup-
posed libertarians or by capital-
ists - neither are 'our' women
(unfortunate phrase that’) there to
be introduced into Women's Lib.
Thie strikes me as a capitalist
attitude - 'itdoesntmatterifyouuse-
otherpeopleifyougainbyit'. And
that doeen't get us anywhere. I've
already shown that I believe there
ie a consistent view which in-
cludes both libertarians and wo-
men's liberation. There must be
more discussion on our aims and on
just exactly what we stand in op-

poeition to. Let's hear more
voices. Yours,

Dundee. Alison Malet

REVOLUTIONARY ANARCHISM

Dear Comrades,

The current war game played by
anarchists concerns two groups.
Firstly the Revolutionary Anarch-
ists wearing the armour of truth
and armed with the sword of right-
eousness. Secondly the Philoso-
phical Anarchists who stand pract-
ically immobile until approached
whence they shiver and disinte-
grate into a pile of words.

One of the important facets of
this game is that it is always
played only by the Revolutionary
Anarchists, who make all the rules
and always win in the end. The
odd thing about it is that it is
becoming a cult, almost an obses-
sion, and as an abiding interest
it has completely clouded the
players' visions to the point they
have ceased to do anything else
but play it. Witness the recent
letter of Dave Coull and the oddly
monotonous series of articles by
Peter E. Newell.

It has been pointed out to me
that there are two types of anar-
chist: those who get on with it
and those who talk about it all
the time, and these latter have
nothing to do with whether one is
a revolutionary' or 'philosopher'.
In fact, if you look at anarchist
publications the 'revolutionaries'
spend more time philosophising
than the 'philosophers' ('revolu-
tionaries' definitions).

S0 when I saw Peter E. Newell's
thing appearing I hoped for some-
thing new though its title "Revo-
lutionary Anarchism Its Aims and
Principles" sounded like the usual
load of cliche-ridden guff that
comes from the ASA/ORA quarter.
Sadly it was as expected, true to
its title, simply 'Aims and Prin-
ciples' (Another Platform).

Would it be asking too much for
these so-called 'Revolutionary An-
archists to actually get down to
explaining to us, not their 'Aims
and Principles', but what their
Objectives are, and to state these
in Performance terms. In other
words, not, what you want to see
happening and what you think ought
to be done, but how you are going

to do it, and what you have already

learnt from what you have already
done. Recruiting people of like
mind might be psychologically sat-
iefying for the lone1¥ but it dois
not bring any nearer the change 1n
activity on the part of ordinary
people which, when it occurs, we
will be able to say the anarchist
revolution is happening.

Yours sincerely,
PETER NEVILLE

London
B.W.25e

FORUM

REVOLUTIONARY ANARGHISM
ITS AIMS AND PRINCIPLES

Internationalism

Revolutionary Anarchists are op-
posed to State militarism. They
believe that, in the main, the
State uses violence against its
own citizens. This is, of course,
obvious in dictatorships; but
even in the "free world", there
are many clear examples: when
Ulster Catholics refused to accept
second-class citizenship, they we
were, and still are, met with CS
gas and bullets; when homeless
people attempt to solve or, at
least, allevaite their housing
problems by squatting in empty
houses and properties, they are
often terrorised, persecuted,

evicted and sometimes jailed by
the authorities.

We, therefore, believe that the
ruling classes of all countries
are, in a sense, our enemies, just
as the ordinary people are our
friends. We oppose all wars bet-
ween the ruling classes of all
countries in their fight for pro-
fits and for territory. The only
necessary "armed struggle" is when
the oppressed people find it neces-
sary to defend themselves from the
exploiters by force; and then
such conditions will always be im-
posed on them by the bourgeoisie
and its State, in that it will
never give up power peacefully. An
armed struggle, as in Mexico,
Russia, the Ukraine, Spain and
elsewhere, of the people to defend
their autonomous revolutionary in-
stitutions and gains is not the
militarism of the State. Revolu-
tionary anarchists are not absol-
ute pacifists (we believe in res-
isting evil): we will not fight
in our masters' interests, but we
will most definitely defend our
own! No war, but class war.

Anarchists are internationalists.
There are anarchist movements and
organisations, some quite large
but many mostly small, in over
fifty countries. There are also
libertarian communist and specifi-
cally revolutionary anarchist org-
anisations in a score of countries
as well. We recognise that most
of the problems facing the workers
of thie country and the world —

poverty, insecurity, unemployment,
housing shortages, pollution and
many othaers - are problems which
can only be faced by all the
peoples in co-operation, by all
the people concerned. We recog-
nise the need for greater co-op-
eration between libertarian orga-
nisatione in the face of both a
national and international enemyv.
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BOOKSHOP open Tues - Fri 2-6 p.m.
Thurs to 8, 30 p. m,

Saturday 10 a.m, - 4 p. m,

+ Any book not in stock but in print can
be supplied. Please add postage as in
brackets, Remittance with order is
appreciated.

*1973 Peace Calendar: 50 years of
War Resistance
War Resisters' League of U, S,
£0.95 (8p)
*Heroic Mexico: The Narrative History
of a Twentieth Century Revolution

William W. Johnson £2.50 (21p)
Ni Dieu ni Maftre: Anthologie de
' Anarchisme
Daniel Guerin (4 volumes)
£3.00 -
the set (21p)
Violence dans la Violence - Le débat
Bakounine-Necaev
Michael Confino £3.00 (10p)
*Apostles of Revolution
Max Nomad £0.65 (9p)
*Harmonian Man: Selected Writings
of Charles Fourier
Edited by Mark Poster £1.30 (9p)
*The Essential Works of Anarchism
Edited by Marshall S. Shatz
£0.60 (12p)
Urban Guerilla
Martin Oppenheimer £0.25 (5p)
*A Plea for Captain John Brown
Henry D. Thoreau £0.10 (23p)

*Red Emma Speaks: Selected Writings
and Speeches by Emma Goldman
Edited by Alix K. Shulman

£1.00 (9p)
The Uses of Disorder: Personal

Identity and City Life

Richard Sennett £0.35 (4p)
*Memoirs of a Revolutionist |
Peter Kropotkin
Hardback £3.50 (21p)

Deschooling Society

Ivan D, Illich £0.95 (6p)
Celebration of Awareness

Ivan D, Illich £0.95 (6p)

Please send s.a.e. (9'"x4") for our
new booklist,

Will U,S, customers kindly note that
the starred items * above are U, S,

publications and may possibly be more
cheaply obtained in the U, S,

FREEDOM PRESS in Angel Alley
84b Whitechapel High Street
London E1 Phone 01-247 9249

(Aldgate East underground station,
Whitechapel Art Gallery exit and
turn right - alley next to Wimpy Bar)

WRITE FOR PUBLICATIONS LIST

PRESS FUND
Contributions

DOWN AGAIN:
26th April - 2nd May Inc.

Luxembourg. F.M, £2.00; London
SW19., G.F.H. £2.00; In Shop.

Anon. £1,02; Wolverhampton. J. L.
80p; J.K.W. 20p.

Total £6.02

Previously acknowledged £677. 32
TOTAL TO DATE £683, 34

Just as many of the ruling
classes find it necessary to rec-
ognise common interests, throu
such organisations as the Inter-
national Police (Interpol), econo-
mic organisations (the EEC or Com-
mon Market, or Comecon) and mili-
tary alliances (NATO, SEATO and
the Warsaw Pact), so we recognise
that the interests which bind us
to ordinary working people every-
where - desires for peace, free-
dom and a better future - gshall be
the basis for international soli-
darity, action and organisation.
Nationally, and internationally,
our watchwords are: EDUCATION,
ORGANISATION, EMANCIPATION.

ABOLISH THE WAGES SYSTEM!
DESTROY THE STATE!

OVERTHROW CAPITALISM!
ESTABLISH A FREE SOCIETY!

(concluded)
Peter E. Newel?




prices will 'virtually' not rise
ag a repult of Common Market ne-
gotiations at which Britain
fought for her rights to cheap
food. A major weird good news
ptory was the project for a
second Suez canal which it was
claimed would solve fthe Israel-
Egypt conflict. The slow-devel-
oping good newe or 'nemesis' news
is guessable and quite often
forecastable by readers of minor
political weeklies, such as FHREE-
DOM. They are quite often mixed
in thelr implications, such as ¢
the abandonment of the London
motorway box, the release of
Peter Niesewand, and the possible
reprieve of Maplin and are inevi-
table from the logic of the situ-
ation.

From an anarchist viewpoint it
would seem that optimism, z seek-
ing out of the good news, is a
prerequisite, because it is part
of the anarchist belief that man
18 capable of doing better things.
At the same time it can be argued
that pessimism, especially in re-
gard to the actions of governments
or people in power, is a useful

The major 'good newe' stories
were relegated to the more obscure
partes of the newepapers. The Pre
French Government has modified itse
law on national service. '"These
modifications," says The Times,
are designed to prevent a recur-
rence of the widespread unrest and
demonsetrations among lycee and uni-
versity students." Half the Itali-
ans asked in a public opinion poll
whether they felt their present
government would last or fall re-
plied either that they did not
know or that they did not care.
(Such apathy is not necessarily a
good thing. Although Enoch Powell
gupporters may not believe it, the
number of Commonwealth citizens in
Britain declined last year in spite
of the influx of Ugandan Asians.
(Again this may not be a 'good
thing' but such statistics would
demolish racialists were they cap-

able of reasoned argument.) A fac-—
tory in Kirkbv. L?v_rooof %herejg

4-week 600 worker sit-in took
place last year to save jobs has
been fortified by £’million re-
de 7elopment. The Chairman of the
development company which took

'HERE 1S THE GOOD NEWS’

LAST YEAR a newspaper was ptar- ary of the BBC's correspondents

ing
ted in America to feature nothing in Jerusalem, who has a snarling,
else but good news. If failed, rasping voice to match. Didn'%

inevitabl the Jewish people have muspic be-
by S A A B fore they had a country to fight

a of its im- for and a flag to steal land for?
gzggnzigggg&getggOECYts readers. So much for the conscious attemp?

Sometimes in digesting, regurgi- 0 be positive.
tating, chewing, swallowing and
pometimes even vomiting the con-
tents of the newspapers for the
benefit of FREEDOM readers one
feels oppressed and passes oOn
some of the oppression , and one
longs to pass on nothing but good
news, or at least some optimism,
form them. There was a comrade
who regularly ploughed through
the newspapers every week and
produced a digest 'Out of this
World'. He must eventually have
committed suicide.

The BBC, oppressed by

Newspapers have a vested inter-
est in bad news. There is a mor-
bid pleasure in reading of the
misfortunes of other people.
Firstly, it isn't you this time
and there is added pleapure if it
happens to the great ones of the
world. Hence the barely-suppressed
mirth about the Nixon scandal and
the pleasure of the "Driving ban
on judge with excess of alcohol"
(Times 28/4/73) merely confirms
our anarchist theories about cor-

the ruption and fortifies our preju-

weight of this perilous stuff, dices. But it is entirely nega- over the factory last year said safeguard against fthe pozsible 2b-
now produces a programme on the tive. unconvineingly that 'it was not uses of power and the constant
Third called "The Positive World" true that Merseyside workers need to exercise vigilance. The

Last week's catch of 'good news'

» ) 21T , M ; . - 'S -0 .
was comparatively minor. Watergate scandal comes as no sur

This

The first item I heard vas on the were generally militant.

A re-~

positive aspects of the Watergate formed bullfighter surrendered his had been proved since he became E;ise t0 anarchists. At ths same
scandal, which are (stop me if sword; an American sight-seeing involved with the factory'. “ife; ety snoyid ok
- - DY . % £y - mYam ar a0
: : ~ - - -~ - q 10T O - ¥ 1 8 11 -
proves that there exists in the walls and furniture of the White the common newspaper habit of not T nosed, g A g, iy
United States a free and fearless House; Princess Grace joined the finishing stories. Certain as- ASHE a8 & USeiioiurililling pros
press which publicized the scan- ban on : the f tmal . - - phecy' and on an individusl level
. wearing € 1lurs o1 animals pects of stories have news value ; '
dal. Incidentally, President threatened with extinction; a (+h timental stories ab people tend 1o react according to
Nixon made the point that it was : A8 Feniimental sLories about one's estimate of them.
the American political system plan for a chalk quarry on the animals and children are part of
Kent Downs was refused planning this) but a complementary concern One theory of anarchism which

which brought the facts to light.
Happy is the country that needs
no exposes.

The second BBC item was on the

permission; the British Ichthyo-
logical Society has suggested that
anglers should remove the hooks

gently from the mouths of fish re-

with tragedy, violence and action may seem t0 be wildly ortimistic
is also noticeable. Therefore a 18 that basically everybody is
riot, a sit-in, a strike or a anarchist and that we live in an
squat are given major space and anarchnistic soclety as far as fam-
1ly and personal relationahips

scientific improvement in space turned to the water; the trade in pictures and no publicity what- are
travel. This is all right unless Nazi souvenir weapons has been. ever is given t0 the results (pqr_ concerned but an authoritarian

you believe that space travel is threatened by a wave of forgeries; ticularly successful results) of superstructure nas been built on

a monstrous distortion of priori- and (in the local) a dealer in do such actions. One particularly this and has distorted behaviour
ties and a mere exercise in rock- dogs for vivisection has been for- remembers the disappointment of t0 such an extent that the 'good’

etry or peeing up the wall. The bidden to own dogs for a year. journalists at a 'squat' when is lost sight of. There is some-

third item was on Israel's jubi- These stories have all got a heal- told that no violence was ex-— tning, slthough he may be descri-
lee. The only positive aspect thy British bicns toiards kindness pected. oing als religious concepts, in
they could stress on this chauvi= to animals with a slight touch of - ‘ : ' Kafka's aphorism: "Wnat is laid
nistic progress was on music in British hypocrisy since some of Liae Sftond category of 'good upon us is %o accomplish the nega-
Ierael, an item given, moreover, the effects were gained by legal news devected is the phoney good tive; the positive is already
by the most biased and reaction- pressures. il s:ogles.gugh&as A~ given."

ance by the Minister tha#% food 3+ .k Robinson

The 'passenger transport' seminar

was chaired by Jones who (presur-
ably because he was a busman). chose
to confine it to road passenger
transport; thus the railwaymen had

THE RENT STRIKE on Tower Hill,
Kirkby (Liverpool) is still going
and more people are coming back
on the rent strike since we had

CONTROLLING THE WORKERS ANARCHISM IN EAST GERMANY !

It was well A past issue of Anzrcho-Info

no seminar to go to.
attended, but the discussion re-

(Frankfurt). internal bulletin for

increases on our rates in April.
The council are still sending out

THE National Workers' Control volved mainly around reformist for anarchist groups in Germany, court orders to strikers each
Conference was held at Nottingham schemes for shifting costs between Austria and Switzerland, published week. The court orders are zet-
Universit on the weekerd of fares, rates, and existing and new a report from the Anarchigtischer tin .Sent back :ﬂ--rf-:ﬁvr;yccéurf
March 31 April.l. It was cheired, taxes! Very little was heard of Arbeiter Bund in (west) Berling; witg three word;“w§5lf{§“5§ them:‘
as usu81, by Blll Jones, Transport workerS’ ccntrOI' "we print the AnarChiStiSChe 'On rent strike'. ?hi: dQCiSiOn

and General Workers Union vice-
president, whCc seemed anxious to
move that it was not necessary to
be a full-time official to be a
union bureaucrat. Saturday morn-
ing was taken up by confused re-
formist speeches from the plat-

rorm, of which Joan Maynard(NUAW)
provided the best contributiors.
Several speakers called for em-
ployers to 'open the books' to
prove that they couldn't meet pay
claims. When the discussion was
thrown open, ant l.L.P. member
pointed out that the latter demand
was dangerous, as it implied that
workers must accept low wages from
a capitalist if he couldn't run his
company profiably. He also pointed
cut that bosses already open their
books to the Inland Revenue and
succeed in deceiving their trained
experts, so how many qualified ac-
countants would the unions need to
have living off members' dues in
order to avoid being misled in the
same manner. 'Don't open the
books,' he said, - just go all out
for higher wages, and if capitalism
can't afford them, let's take over
ourselves and have real workers'
control.

One left group which I had never
heard of before featured promin-
ently in this and later discussions.
This was the International Caucus
of Labour Committees, a U.S.-based
semi-trotskyist group whose plat-
form seemed to be that the conser-
vatiorn movement was proto-fascist.

In the afternoor the conference
8plit up into seminars on various
subjects, previously arranged.
There were some surprising omis-
sions here, notably engineering;
also there was none on white-
collar workers, although several
persons present had requested this
on their entry forms and the ASTMS
was strongly represented. Yet in
the morning when Jones had called
for a show of hands for each sub-
Ject listed to estimate the sizes
of rooms required, only three hands
were raised for the docks seminar!
(There was aloo no public services
seminar, despite the hospital
strike.)

In the evening, conference in
full session heard further reform-
ist confusion from more Institute
for Workers' Control bigshots.
During this session, a deputation
from Fine Tubes strikers requested
five minutes to make an appeal for
their fighting fund. Despite a
widespread protest from the floor,
Jones did not call for a vote but
refused to allow time on the
grounds that he could put their
case as well as they could, and
that there was no time. Yet the
following day a speaker was given
five minutes in full session to
speak on -- wait for it -- the
Trade Union Country Club in East
Grinstead!

On Sunday morning conference
split into two panels. One on the
Industrial Relations Act was
chaired by Jones and comprised
Grant (RSL), Hughes (IWC) and
Ramelson (CP). These gentry took
up most of the time repeating
themselves ad nauseam, and little
of original contributions came
from the floor. Yet when an ILP
member tried to join in to make &
new point - namely that the fight
for deregistration was not a fight
against the Act, but a diversion
from it in the interests of the
T.U., officialdom - he was studi-
ously ignored for an hour and a
half on the pretext that he had
spoken yesterday, and he fared no
better in the afternoon full ses-
sion. Yet one NCLC member had
been permitted to make contribu-
tions repeatedly thrcughout the
conference.

Earlier on in the conference
attention was drawn to the hypo-
crigsy of ex-Labour ministers like
Benn whose present pontificating
about workers' control ill assorts
with their record in office. But
the same charge can be laid at the
door of a "Workers' Control" con-
ference which is chaired in so
high-handed a manner. When the

next of such conferences assembles,

the first thing delegates should"
do is insist on electing their own
chairman!

A correspondent

Hefte and send_or sell these to
comrades, pupils, apprentices and
workers. In addition we distri-
bute pamphlets or other revolu-
tionary literature to schools...
we try to contact pupils, discuss
their problems and prepare joint
actions with them.

Apert from that we have a cell
in the East German Railway. Our
group produces an anarcho-workers'
paper, the Drache, which is suc-
cessfully sold to our workmates."

The group lists the arousing of
interest in anarchist ideas along
with a wage increase.

e e e e e e e e e e e e s

New ""Underground'' paper being started
in west of Holland, where none is pub-
lished up to now. No defined political
or ideological affiliations. Want advice
and suggestions from groups publishing
papers & would like specimens of mags,
etc. Send to Hans Van Veluwen,
Marktplein 11, Appeldoorn (Gld)

The Netherlands,

was taken at one of our weekly
meetings on 2nd April.

What is likely to happen here is
that the court will probably wash
its hands of the whole affair and
dump the whole problem back into
the hands of Kirkby Council once

again.

As I'm writing this no one

has had any reply from fthe court

sO at the moment

quiet.

things are pretty

Correspondent

New printing
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THE NATURE of Soviet society has been
the subject of bitter debate for fifty-five
years. Communists have always claimed
that the ""Great October Revolution' was
a socialist and proletarian revolution;
they argue that the system of society in
the USSR is socialism, that the Soviet
Union is a '"Socialist State', and that the
people of the USSR are ''building com-
munism', Opponents of the USSR quite
often refer to the country as '""Communist
Russia'', On the other hand, various
Communist oppositionists and dissidents,
particularly of the Trotskyist variety,
talk of a '""degenerated Workers' State',
and refer to its rulers as the ''Stalinist
bureaucracy'. Such varied and seem-
ingly contradictory definitions are bewil-
dering, Yet there is a further definition
of the nature of Soviet society, which has
persisted throughout this period, It is
the claim that the system of society in the
Soviet Union is ""State Capitalism', In-
deed, this definition has been very much
in vogue in recent years, particularly
among the so-called ultra-left and such
groups as the International Socialists,

It is my view, however, that not only
is Russia State Capitalist, but that this is
an anarchist definition - indeed, the only
logical anarchist definition. In this arti-
cle I will attempt to trace the history of
the phrase, and briefly explain what is

generally meant by the term ''State
Capitalism'',

* = o

To the best of my knowledge, the phrase
"State Capitalism' was first used by
Peter Kropotkin, in his pamphlet, Mod-
ern Science and Anarchism, first pub-
lished by the Social Science Club, in
Philadelphia in 1903, and later, in 1912,
by Freedom Press.

In that work, Kropotkin points out
that so long as socialism was understood
to imply the abolition of the exploitation
of Labour by Capital, anarchists and
socialists marched hand-in-hand., They
were, however, compelled to separate
when the Socialists began to argue that
all that could be done was the mitigation
of that exploitation. Anarchists, on the
other hand, work for the abolition of
capitalist exploitation, wrote Kropotkin.,
Anarchists, he continued, aimed at the
transferring of the land, mines, factor-
ies, means of communication and all the
means of existence from the hands of the
capitalists to those of the communities of
producers and consumers - the people as
a whole,

And in an important passage, he says:

THE  STATE —
CAPITALIST  CONTROVERSY

"As for the political organisation -
i. e. the forms of the commonwealth in
the midst of which an economic revolu-
tion could be accomplished - we entirely
differ from all sections of the State Soc~
jalists in that we do not see in the system

of State Capitalismy» which is now preached

under the name of Collectivism, a solu-
tion of the social question. We see in the
organisation of the Posts and Telegraphs,
in the State Railways, and the like -
which are represented as illustrations

of society without capitalists - nothing
but a new, perhaps improved, but still
undesirable form of the Wage System.,

We even think that such a solution of the
social problem would go so much against
the present libertarian tendencies of civ-
ilised mankind, that it simply would be
unrealisable' (emphasis Kropotkin's),

Of course Kropotkin was partly wrong,
State Capitalism is against mankind's
""libertarian tendencies', but unfortun-
ately it is not "unrealisable''. He was
more than right in continuing: "We main-
tain that the State organisation, having
been the force to which minorities re-
sorted for establishing and organising
their power over the masses, cannot be
the force which will serve to destroy
these privileges''. And when he said:
"We arrive at free communism, whereas
the majority of Socialists arrive at State
Capitalism and collectivism'',

= X %

Somewhat surprisingly, the contro-
versy between Anarchists and Socgial
Democrats (or State Socialists, as they
are sometimes called) within the Russian
Empire first appeared in, of all places,
Georgia. Firuz Kaemzadeh, in his
Struggle For Trgnscaucasia, mentions

the existence, as early as 1905, of
Anarchist organisations in Transcau-
casia, And Paul Avrich, in his The
Russian Anarchists, also notes the
existence of Anarchist groups in the
major cities of the Caucasus in 1905,

In Georgia, at the end of 1905 and the
beginning of 1906, a group of Anarchists,
headed by the well-known Anarchist and
follower of Peter Kropotkin, V. Cherkez-
ishvili, as well as Mikhako Tsereteli
(Biton), Shalva Gogelia (Sh.G.) and a
number of others, conducted a fierce
campaign against the Social Democrats
(both Bolshevik and Menshevik wings)
over the State and the inevitability of
State Capitalism, instead of free com-
munism, following a Social Democratic
"revolution' and conquest of political

power, During the period, 1905-1907,
Georgian Anarc}mista in the Tiflis area

published a weekly paper, Nobati (The
Call), a daily, Musha (The Worker),

and another daiiy. Khma (The Voice).
These papers are mentioned, and quoted,
in the booklet, Anarchism Or Socialism
(Moscow, 1983), which contains articlel,
first published in 1906, by a certain
Ko.... (Koba), who later became J.
Stalin, "Koba's' articles are poor in
the extreme, but they do give the reader
a useful insight into the controversy.

The first four appeared in Akhali Tskhov-
reba (New Life), a Bolshevik daily pub-
lished in 1906, which was suppressed
after twenty issues; the rest were never
published, but the first four were again
printed - in a slightly revised, and im-
proved, form - in a local Trade Union
journal, Akhali Droyeba (New Times),

at the end of 1906 and the beginning of
1907, The first version of the articles

was published as an appendix to Stalin's
Collected Works, Vol. 1,

Much of Stalin's articles comprise
long quotations from Marx and Engels,
purporting to show that, with the con-
quest of political power by the proletar-
iat under the leadership of the Social
Democrats (in this instance the Bolshe-
viks), commodity production will be
abolished and production will be for need
instead of for profit, and the State will
"wither away".. Stalin, however, chides
the Anarchists for criticising the Social
Democrats, and for suggesting that they
are not real socialists,

Stalin quotes Kropotkin's passage in
Modern Science and Anarchism, wherein
he states that Anarchists arrive at free
communism, and Social Democrats ar-
rive at State Capitalism. The Georgian
Anarchists, says Stalin, say the same
thing. But, he continues, '"We assert
that everything the Anarchists say on
this subject is either the result of stupid-
ity, or a despicable slander''. In a soc-
ialist society, he argues, ''there will be
no room for the so-called State, political
power, with its ministers, governors,
gendarmes, police and soldiers. The
last stage in the existence of the State
will be the period of the socialist revo-
lution, when the proletariat will capture
political power and set up its own gov-

ernment (dictatorship) for the final abo-
lition of the bourgeoisie''., Anarchist

"accusations'' to the contrary are ''devoid
of all foundation'', asserts "Koba'' Stalin.
Time has, of course, been unkind to
Stalin and the Bolsheviks. Obviously,
the Georgian Anarchists were not as
stupid as Stalin and his friends sugges-
ted. Indeed, Kropotkin was right: they
established State Capitalism in Russia -
not socialism or free communism, as
advocated by the Anarchists.

(to be continued)

Peter E. Newell
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BOOK REVIEW

LET US BECOME .
CONSCIOUS OF OUR HISTORY

STUDIES IN CRITICAL PHILOSOPHY
by Herbert Marcuse
(Beacon Press, Boston, $2.95)

"Marx's handling of the guestion
of the origins of private pro-

erty shows the pioneering new
'‘method' of his theory. Marx
is fundamentally convinced that
when man ie conscious O0f nis
history he cannot fall into a
situation which he has not him-
self created, and that only he

himself can liberate himsel?
from any situation."

STUDIES IN CRITICAL PHILOSOPHY is

a comrilation of - mainly - the

early writings of Marcuse, and con-

sists 0of The Foundation of gtori-
cal Materizlism, 1§32, A Studvy on

Authority, 1936, which iB reEin a

small book in its own right, deal-

ing with the ideas of Tuther, Calvin,
Kant, Hegel, Marx and . othersy it
covers a little of the same ground
as Rudolph Rocker's Nationalism znd

cious of their motivations, and so
able to control their fates, and

like Marx himself, he does so0 by ex-

pounding a complex theory which is
unlikely to be comprehensible to

most people, and is likely to
appeal mainly to students and
intellectuals.

There are some good things here
and there. The pieces on Sartre
and Popper are well deserved de-
bunking jobs, though Popper &t
least is a fairly lightweight op-
ponent. But T am coming to the
conclusion that one has to be a
special type of person to really
relish the flavour of Marx and
his disciples, just as one has to
be a special type to appreciate
Catholic apologetics, Hebrew wis-
dom, Zen, etc. These philoso-
phies, attitudes to life and so
on, do not have a very wide ap-
peal. They are for the enthu-
siast, who cannot have too much
of them. TIf they are to make a
wide appeal they have to be over-
simplified, this was the fate of
Freudianism, and then much of the
original content is lost, or so
watered down as to be valueless.

The present writer regrets that
he is fairly resistant to Marx,
Marcuse and writers of this kind,

either. I think we have all of
us a long way to go still.

However this book should be

interesting to those with a philo-
sophical bent.

Arthur Wardo

SUBSCRIBE__TO__FREEDOM

Surface Mail & Inland

One year £3.00 87.503
| Six months £1.50 $3.75
Three months 80p (%2.00)]
Airmail

Europe & Mid. East 1 year £4,00 |

The Americas
India, Africa &c. % §22§ 8%2:28
Australia/Japan 1 year £5.00

(six months pro rata)

2 copies £5.60 (Z14.00) per year
(6 or 3 months pro rata |

Bulk: 10 copies 40p ($1.00)

CONTACT COLUMN ... continued

GEORGE FOULSER is at present in

St. Pancras Hospital and would
like comrades to visit him.

Ward 5. Visiting time 2.%0 - 8 pm

THURSDAYS 2 p.m. onwards. Help
fold and despatch FREEDOM at Freedom
Press

e —

CORBY ANARCHISTS, Discussion
meetings first Friday in every month
at 7 Cresswell Walk at 7. 30 p. m,
Phone Terry at Corby 66781 for details
of other activities.

CARDIFF DWARFS, Street Theatre
and demonstration on Abortion and
Contraception on '""Population Day'' -
12th May. Contact Jan Matheson,

45 Corporation Road, Grangetown,
Cardiff, for details,

MENTAL PATIENTS UNION research
group needs written evidence on the
effects of electro-convulsive therapy,
brain surgery and psychiatric drugs.
All information will be treated confi-
dentially., Send details to M, P, U,,

97 Prince of Wales Road, NWS5,
01-267=2770, °

BELFAST 10 DEFENCE COMMITTEE,
Support the 'Belfast 10' Rally and March
Sunday, 20th May, meeting 2 p. m,

Clapham Common, going to Brixton jail.

LIBERTARIAN STRUGGLE. Paper of
ORA. May issue 5p+25p post from

29 Cardigan Road, Leeds (also from
Freedom Press).

KIRKDALE ALTERNATIVE DAYSCHOOL,
Sydenham, has a few vacancies, 33 to

13 years. Phone 874 6212 (evenings).

PICKET at Home Office each Sunday at
2 p.m, '"Belfast 10" Defence Committee,
Further information from Maureen

Maguire, 86 Roslyn Road, N15, tel,

STOP THE FRENCH TESTS,
Regular picket, and London-Paris
walk 14th May-3rd June. Information
from Greenpeace, Friends House,
Euston Road, London NWI1,

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD AREA -
anarchists/libertarians interested in
forming group please contact Roderick

Parkes, 90 Queensway, Hemel Hemp-
stead, Herts.

CARDIFF DWARFS are starting an
anti-pollution campaign against the
local steelworks, planning a street
theatre and other activities and need
help. Contact Ian Matheson, 45

Corporation Road, Grangetown,
Cardiff,

LIVERPOOL ASA, contact May Stone,

C.32 Summerfield, Tower Hill, Kirkby,
near Liverpool.

LONDON ASA meetings - for details

phone 226-0817. Black & Red Outlook
always available, by post 5p+23p from
3 Grange House, Highbury Grange, N5.

MENTAL PATIENTS UNION, SE
London, Meetings will be held at
170A Deptford High Street, SE8 each

Tuesday at 8 p.m. Mental hospital
patients and ex-patients welcome.
Contact Andrew Dewar above address.

PEOPLE'S FESTIVAL - RENT STRIKE:
The second free festival commences in
Windsor Great Park on August 25,

Work preparing for it now started.

Details: Bill Dwyer, 26A Elmbourne
Road, London SW17 8JR,

MICHAEL TOBIN DEFENCE
COMMITTEE. 265 Dale Street,
Chatham, Kent. .
STOKE NEWINGTON FIVE
SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE

Culture, but without his clarity,
Sartre's Existentialism, 1948, Karl

opper and the Problem of Historical
Lawe, 1959, and Freedom ana the His-
forical Imperative, 1969,

Like Marx Marcuse is endeavouring

to make men and women conscious of
their history, so that they will paet of my culture, but (I be-

cease to be at the mercy of it. Like 12§Ze%nt2§: 2:gze:fa£2eng:°ple L
Freud who hoped to make people cons- ?though some probably believe
they are), and I cannot change
existing society by myself.
Efforts to spread my conscious-
ness to others have not been all
that successful. Marx does not
geem to have been very successful

which perhaps is a2 pity. We
ought to become conscious of our
history. The writer thinks he is
already, without help. from Hegel,
Marx and the rest of them, but by
oneself it is mnot too helpful., I
am conscious of my past, and the

every day. Telephone 347-4411 54 Harcombe Road

London N16

Young man requires job - not every-
day boring grind. Committed to
non-violent revolution and would
like to work towards this. Contact
John Nightingale, 14 Northside,
Clapham Common, S.W.4. (tel.

0l-720 3827 any time

SATURDAY 12th MAY: STOKE NEWING~
- March from Hyde Park

to Lincolns Inn Fields, start

4 p.m. Meeting 7.00 p.m. at

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,

W.C.1l. Various speakers

Subscribers change of address:
Please notify us if you can at least
a week before operative date.

Mental Patients and ex-patients -
Mental Patients Union meets weekly
Wednesday evenings 7 p.m. at

97 Prince of Wales Road, NW5,

tel, 01-267 2770,
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