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Camus was fully aware of the demands
which freedom and the struggle for free-
dom entail, and the price, solitude and
exile, which it may exact. 'Freedom is
not a gift received from the State or a
leader but a possession to be won every
day by the effort of each and the union of
all.' It requires 'a daily effort and a
constant vigilance in which pride and
humility play equal parts.' It is possible
then to understand why so many choose to
renounce their independence and subordi-
nate their consciousness to the master
whether it be the dogmas, lines, ortho-
doxies of States, parties, sects or con-
ventional wisdoms. The despairing
hero/narrator of Camus' novel 'THE
FALL' argues 'without slavery, to tell
the truth, there is no definitive solution
.+ freedom is not a reward or a decora-
tion that is celebrated with champagne..
It's a chore, on the contrary, and a long
distance race, quite solitary and very
exhausting.. Alone in a forbidding room,
alone in the prisoner's box before the
judges, and alone to decide in face of
oneself or in the face of others' judge-
ment. . At the end of all freedom is a

court sentence. . alone, without God and
without a master. '

On revolution

Freedom and, with it, the demand for
justice have been the motivating force

of revolutions. Every revolutionary is
either a rebel or a policeman/bureau-
crat. In the course of revolutions free-
dom has been suspended allegedly in
order to achieve justice. The rebel then
becomes a heretic, the bureaucrat the
oppressor, the terror begins. Camus

acknowledged the perspicacity of the
anarchists who know that the definitive

r

'i. e. sociallrevolution has not yet occurred.
As soon as a new government is formed
the next cycle btgins. The supposedly
revolutionary government pretends to
maintain its re{rolutionary character in
opposition to other governments but in
effect seeks only to extend its dominion.

On Marxism

Camus recognised the fallaciousness of
the bourgeois elements in Marxism - the
19th century idea of progress (related to
the growth of science, technology and
production), of history moving towards
an end, a consummation. He recognised
too the paradoxes in Marxism's revolu-
tionary elements without deprecating the
importance of Marx's work. For exam-
ple, Marx retrieved the dignity of man in
protesting at the degradation implicit in
the reduction of the worker to an object,
a commodity, but in his economic deter-
minism reduced man's consciousness to
a product of history. Marx was anti-
State and accurate in his analysis of the
role of States, particularly the Bourgeois
State, but in his concept of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, however tempor-
ary he thought it might be, however vague
he was in its delineation, however he «
might point to the Paris Commune, al-

lowed for the creation of yet another
moloch State.

On the Bolshevik revolution

Lenin believed in the withering away of
the State and was on occasion, even if
only for tactical reasons, almost liber-
tarian, as in his 'STATE AND REVO-
LUTION'. Yet Lenin created the bolshe-
vik State and indicated the nature of that
totality which totalitarianism seeks with
‘as long as there exists on earth and no
longer in a specific society, one single
oppressed person and one proprietor, the
State will continue to exist.' The Bolshe-
vik state in the name of History and a
distant future, leads to the world of the
trial wherein the accused must confess

to his objective crimes. The anarchist
knows as did the essayist quoted by Camus
that 'if socialism is an eternal evolution
its means are its end,' These means
then must be validated by reference to

a value other than history. The historical
success of Bolshevism does not invalidate
anarchist criticismm, There are means
which cannot be excused. For Camus
‘real freedom is an inner submission to

a value which defies history and its suc-
cesses' and without freedom there can

be no socialism except the 'socialism of
the gallows',

On the State .
In justifying his choice of Spain as a set-
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wrote in 1948 ', . That evil (of our times)
is the State whether the police state or

a bureaucratic state. Its proliferation
in all state countries under cover of the
most varied ideological pretexts, the
revolting security granted it by mechan-
ical and psychological means of repres-
sion make of the State a mortal danger
for everything that is best in each of us,
From this point of view, contemporary
political society, in any form, is des-
picable.' Camus saw the State as an
effect of ideologies which demand or at
least tolerate the reduction of freedom
whether the ideology is nationalism,
bolshevism or bourgeois property rela-
tions. The State is an apparatus, a
machine and 'when they (the States of
societies of money and exploitation or
police states) oppress and exploit, they
are merely doing their job.' Camus was
on occasion inconsistent e.g. in his es-
say 'Homage to an Exile' he writes of
the State's duty to respect the law,. the
libertarian becomes on occasion liberal
towards the end of his life, (With the
recent experience of Hungary Camus

felt that at least in Western Society there
was a quarter truth which could be seized
on and extended and that it was facile to
talk of freedom of the press as illusory
etc.. Camus died in 1960.) Partly be-
cause he saw the State as an effect not
as a prime cause he concentrated upon
emphasising freedom not its corollary,
the abolition of the State. 'We must pro-

claim, in our principles and institutions,
that the Individual is above the State.'

On violence

Camus indicted the modern State for the
terror and the murders it has committed
in the name of right, logic, history, na-
tions, classes, future societies, murders
far outnumbering private murders. But
again he was primarily concerned with
the individual and the relationship be-
tween his freedom and murder. 'The
most extreme form of freedom, the free-
dom to kill, is not compatible with the
motives of rebellion' since to kill is to
deny the existence and freedom of others.
He was well aware of the dilemma in
which the rebel might find himself,.
Camus had played his part in the French
Resistance. He knew that in certain cir-
cumstances such as an insurrection or
State violence to 'decide not to act at all
.. comes down to condoning other people's
murder.' But if the rebel chooses to
kill he must not legitimise murder and
must accept the guilt of his act. Camus
was therefore attracted to the 'fastidi-
ous assassins', the Russian terrorists
who accepted death willingly in expiation
of their guilt at the assassinations they
had committed. The issues raised by
individual terrorism are explored by
Camus in his play 'Les Justes'. While
it is possible to dissent from his inter-
pretation of those terrorists the attrac-
tion they had for him can be understood.
In his essays on Algeria Camus as an
Algerian Frenchman intimately involved,
elucidated principles that many anarch-

ists could readily approve and apply to
other situations,.

- that there can be no justification for
torture or reprisals against civilians by
whomsoever committed, on the grounds
of efficiency or any grounds whatsoever
- that one cannot choose one set of ter-
rorists to approve or prefer over an
opposing set of terrorists. Camus rightly
castigated those intellectuals who engaged
in the casuistry of blood, who tried to
justify or excuse the suffering caused by
one side by reference to a greater suf-
fering caused by the other. Yet Camus
would again quite rightly accept that
someone immediately involved in a
violence situation might have to take
sides,

- that there can be no alliance with those
who do engage in this casuistry of blood.
(For example Camus found it incompre-
hensible that within a year of Hungary
1956 French Socialists were seeking al-
liances with the Communists., Conse-
quently he rejected 'any complicity even
temporary, even and above all tactical
with regimes or parties, whether of the
left or of the right that justify, however
little, the suppression of a single one of
our liberties, ') '
- that an intellectual must accept, with-
out abdicating it, the heavy responsibility
that his condemnation of wrongs e. g.
French imperialism can become the ter-

children,
- and that there must be no stereotyping

of groups e, g. the French Algerians the
easier to condemn and murder them.,

On art

As a writer Camus believed that art must
reject the world as it is not by escaping
from it but by making the most obstinate
demands of it. Art should testify to
human dignity and thereby emancipate.
Art must seek to reconcile the unique
with the universal and this is unity.
Such art is far removed from bridled
social realism which serves the needs
of totalitarianism. In 'CREATE DAN-
GEROUSLY', a title in itself an anarch=-
ist credo, he wrote of the commitment
of the writer and I would add thereby

the commitment of everyman, ',.we
must know that we can never escape the
common misery and that our only justi-
fication, if indeed there is a justification,
is to speak up, insofar as we can, for
those who cannot do so. But we must do
so for all who are suffering at this mo-
ment, whatever may be the glories, past
or future of the States and parties op-
pressing them; for the artist there are
no privileged torturers. This is why
beauty even today, especially today,
cannot serve any party; it cannot serve,
in the short or long run, anything but
men's suffering or their freedom. The
only really committed artist is he who,
without refusing to take part in combat,
at least refuses to join the regular
armies and remains free,'

Bo So

ANARCHY AT COLEG HARLECH

COLEG HARLECH (Harlech College) was
founded in 1926 as a Fabian type en-
terprise, and is now commonly re-
garded as a 'poor man's Ruskin'.
Its policy is to take only 'mature
students', i.e. people over 21 with
at least 5 years work behind them,
and a history of involvement in
working class or social organisa-
tions. Consequently, most students
are ex-shop stewards, ex-social

workers (full-time or voluntary) or
Welsh!

In recent years a student organi-
sation has existed, as part of the

N U S, and has been increasingly
militant over the last few years.
One particular action should be of
particular interest to anarchists,
and that is that at the recent
termly elections of student repre-
sentatives and officials it was de-
cided to abolish the traditional
positions of President and Vice-
President. This was done because
1t was thought they were merely
figure-heads and of no real useful
value, that it was a symbol of elit-

1sm, and that the student union did
not need a 'leadership'.

The fortnightly meetings are now
chaired in rotation by members of
the S R C (Student Representative
Council), which is a body of stu-
dents, el=cted termly, all with
functional jobs; and all of which
come under scrutiny at each meeting.

It is hoped (and expected) that
the new leaderless system will coa-
tinue, and thereby prove the prac-
tical nature of the anarchist idea
that functional, examinable, recal-
lable representatives are O K; and

that figure-head leaderships are
unnecessary.

We hope other student unions will
take note, and follow our lead, and
prove further that anarchy is not
disorder but the new order.

A Coleg Harlech Student

e——{-—.——— — —————— — ———— e —

HANG ON TO YOUR BALLS!

IT IS REPORTED that cyproterone ace-
tate, a new 'chemical castration drug’,
has been tested on patients in various
psychiatric establishments in Britain.
The drug works by blocking male hor-
mones which are responsible for sex
drive. It is debatable whether the use
of this kind of drug is ever necessary or
desirable, but its experimental use on
people in psychiatric institutions gives
cause for concern. For instance, men
who required 'sexual gratification' more
than 20 times a week have been put on
daily doses of the drug., (Better start
counting, comrade!) Its potential use
by the State to impose sexual 'norms'

is obvious in implication. It has been
used experimentally on homosexuals and
it is remarkable that apparently respon-
sible psychiatrists should express sur-
prise that it cannot 'cure!' homosexuality,

. B
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B OOKSHOP open Tues - Fri 2-6 p,m,
Thurs to 8, 30 p.m,
Saturday 10 a, m, -4 p. m,

Any book not in stock but in print can
be supplied, Please add postage as in
brackets. Remittance with order is
appreciated,

* What is to be done?
Nikolai G, Chernyshevsky

£0.90 (10p)
*What is Communist Anarchism?
Alexander Berkman £1,50 (15p)
*The Anarchists in the Russian
Revolution |
Edited by Paul Avrich £1.35 (10p)
"Harmony Village
Tony Brantingham £0.10 (23p)
"The Mask of Anarchy
Percy Bysshe Shelley £0.20 (23p)
' Bibliografia dell'anarchismo
Volume 1. Part I, - Italian
Anarchist Periodicals 1872-1971
Leonardo Bettini £4,00 (25p)
*Anarchy
Manuel Gonzales Prada £0.04 (23p)
* The Directory of Communes
- £0.22 (3ip)
" Broadsheet
Sydney Libertarians £0.05 (23p)

"Year One of the Russian Revolution
Victor Serge (Translated and
Edited by Peter Sedgewick)
£3.95 (25p)
* Memoirs of a Revolutionary 1901-1941
Victor Serge £0,.60 (15p)
*The Utopian Vision of Charles Fourier
Edited by Jonathan Beecher
and Richard Bienvenu £15 755 {(1'5p)
* The Spanish Labyrinth
Gerald Brenan
*Anarchy and Order
Herbert Read

£1.60 (15p)

£1.25 (10p)

Will U, S, customers kindly note that
the starred items* above are U,S, publi-

cations and may possibly be more cheaply
obtained in the U, S,

Please send s.a.e. (9''x4") for our
new booklist

FREEDOM P RESS in Angel Alley

84b WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET
LONDON E: Phone 01-247 9249

(Aldgate East underground station,

Whitechapel Art Gallery exit, turn
right, alley next to Wimpy Bar)

MALATESTA, his life & ideas,
509pp, 1l6pp illusts. cloth £1.05(15p)

ABOUT ANARCHISM, by Nicclas Walter
(repr. of Anarchy 10C) 32pp.12%p(22p)

A B C of ANARCHISM by Alex. Berkman
86pp. paper 25p (3%p)
Write for complete publications_list
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SUBSCRIBE__to_FREEDOM
Surface Mail & Inland
One year £3.00 37.503
Six months £1.50 23.75
Three months 80p (22.00)
Airmeil |
Europe & Mid.East 1 year £4.00
The Americas l year £12.50
India, Africa &c. 1 year £4.50
Australasia & Japanl year £5.00
(six months pro rata) |
2 copies £5.60 per year
(6 or 3 months pro rata)
Bulk: 10 copies 40p
TR |
FREEDOM needs
MORE SUBSCRIBERS
Can you pass a copy to friends or
workmates who might be interested
(or leave a copy on your bus or
| train)?
If you already subscribe, send us
65p and receive an extra copy for
the next three months.

PRESS , FUND

Contributions
May 24-30 inclusive

London N.7: C.J.W. £1; Birming-

ham: L.M.B. 20p; Toronto: N.D.£2;
Oxford: Anon £1; Basildon:

Anon £5; Norwich: R.W. 7p; Ilford:

A.G. £1.50. TOTAL £10.77
Previously acknowledged: 112.91

£723.68




Dirty Work

IN A FREE society, where both physi-
cal and economic compulsion no longer
exists, who will do the dirty work?

The slidk answer is: 'No one. There
won't be any, as society will have no
need of politicians, bomber pilots, rent
collectors, bailiffs and the like.' And
such jobs (professions) as surgery or
even nursing, despite the 'dirt' and the
like, are not considered to be dirty,
even today.

Dirty jobs are usually equated with
poor pay, which in turn generally signi-
fies lowly status. Cleaning, maintain-
ing and repairing sewers, for example,
is a dirty job. Despite his use to soci-
ety (far more useful than a politician, or
a bomber pilot, or a rent collector) a
sewage worker's status today is a lowly
one. A doctor tries to cure sickness
(in a society that breeds it); a sewage
worker prevents it,

It is, therefore, the status and low
pay which most people object to in our
present society: not the dirt involved.
There are, of course, always a few del-
icate souls who don't like getting their
hands dirty, or poking excreta about.
And a few can't stand the smell (a recent
female mayor of my town refused point-
blank to attend any ceremonies at our
new automatic sewage works because
she 'didn't like the smell'!). But most
people do not mind dirty or even arduous
work, assuming that they can get into
a hot bath afterwards - and, perhaps
more important, no one will look down
on them as being social outcasts, or
'just' sewer men, or road sweepers or
hospital porters.

Of course, in a free society, if cer-
tain dirty or arduous tasks, which few
people would be prepared to do volun-
tarily, can be eliminated through the use
of machinery (as, in fact, many have
already been even under capitalism),
then society will see that they are
eliminated.

To end on a personal note. To the
reader who still asks: 'In an anarchist
society, who will go down the sewers ?'
I shall answer: 'I will!' And so will all
the other sewer men I know!

Engineering Technician
(Main Drainage and
Sewage Treatment)

PROFESSOR
EYSENCK'S
NOSE

— — | e — — —

Dear Comrades,

If Tony Gibson quotes the ex-
ample of Darwin and his theories
to justify Prof. Eysenck's publi-
cation of what Peter Worsley has
aptly described as so-called proof
of "the inability of Black men to
do White men's 'intelligence'
rests", then equally one can quote
the example of scientific publica-
tions of work which resulted in
the use of Atomic and Hydrogen
bombs. I would remind Tony Gibson
that I did not ask for suppression
but for a socially responsible at-
titude towards enquiry. Something
Alex Comfort asked for long ago.

Because Eysenck's tests have
been published the intellectual
regspectability of those who wish
to drive black people from Britain
has been enhanced in many people's
minds, with the assistance of the
mass-media. Eysenck may think
discrimination on grounds of race
is wrong but his work has assisted
those who support racial discrimi-
nation. He therefore courts the
anger of those who know of the
harm he has done.

As for Tony Gibson's wide rang-
ing remarks about white liberals
and muddled antics over racial is-
SBues, they are not exactly origi-
nal. Those so far placed above
the wood are. of course. well

THE RUSSIANS will not need to send
their tanks into Belgrade! Since October
1972, Tito has undertaken the 'normali-
sation' of his people, Both ideologically
and economically, Yugoslavia is in the
process of settling into the orbit of the
Soviet Union, while the West looks on
with generally indifferent eyes,

It will be remembered that the Yugo-
slavian summer began in 1952 after the
sixth Congress of the Yugoslav Com-
munist Party., Under the influence of
Milovan Djilas, the Congress' chief
spokesman, and member of the Central
Committee, the regime underwent con-
siderable liberalisation and decentrali-
sation., The workers' councils gained
more power, certain companies and
business concerns were allowed self-
control, small farmers (those owning
10 or more hectares) were able to cul-
tivate their land as they themselves
saw fit., More freedom of speech be-
came possible and many intellectuals
established fruitful relationships with
their western counterparts. Fifteen
years before the events of spring in

Prague, socialism in Yugoslavia ac~-
quired a human countenance.

This liberalisation was, however,
little more than a fagade, concealing
the fundamental police-state authoritar-
ianism of the regime. Censorship sur-
vived; companies remained, in reality,
under the control of the state, the Party
and the Police (the directors, chosen by
the state, were all party members).
The lion's share of all profits were de-
voured by the state (approximately 85%);
the workers remained mere wage-earn-
ers, with no control over production
resources, nor over the ultimate fate
of their output. Theirs was a voice
doomed to be silent in all discussions
of production policy and decisions about
distribution methods. From 1954 on-
wards Djilas was himself excluded from
the Central Committee (following the
publication of some articles which were
later to form the nucleus of his 'La

Nouvelle Classe' / 'the emergent clasgj).

The appearance of other works, pub-
lished abroad, has cost him nine years
of imprisonment,

In reacting to the pressures of eco-
nomic difficulties, and disputes, both
internal and with the Soviet Union itself,
the Yugoslav regime has now revealed
itself in its true colours. At this very
moment the whole country is being sub-
jected to an 'ideological purge', set in
motion by Tito in October, 1972, and
many Marxist and Humanist thinkers
have already fallen victim to it,

Thus it is, that eight members of the
Department of Philosophy in Belgrade

placed to inform others of their
mistakes. Others can speak for
themselves, I am an anarchist not
a liberal whatever Tony Gibson
suspects and 1f he's referring to
anything I've done in this field
perhaps he could be specific. In
the meantime, I've earned the con-
tempt of some black people and the
fraternal support of others. There
is no one who has entered the area
of race relations without engen-
dering the ire of someone else.
Those who don't get involved and
are of unblemished motivation and
untarnished reputation - they, of
course, have earned the contempt
of no one. Because no one knows
of their existenc2!
Yours,
Jerry Westall

Dear Editors,

What a curious attitude displayed by
Jerry Westall regarding Eysenck! Here
is a self-styled anarchist arguing that
Eysenck should not research into racial
genetics because the results might 'hurt'
some people. On the same grounds one
could interdict research into the origins
of religion or of government because this
might 'hurt' true believers, priests and

politicians. Such sentimental sob-sister-
ism is hardly an answer to Eysenck. Can

Jerry Westall refute him by citing any
comparable research by similarly qual-
ified psychologists? If he can't, his
smear technique (Eysenck = Powell =2
racialism) is nothing but a confession
of impotence.

Sincerely,

S.E. Parker

London

cannot continue to teach -~ for political
reasons, The views of these writers,

published in such periodicals as 'Praxis’,

'Filosofia' and 'Gledista’ are considered
to be incompatible with the political and
ideological outlook of the Communist
League, They are held in contempt for
their insistence that, 'the human rights
and civil liberties of certain intellectuals
are in jeopardy; that future democratisa-
tion of society is impossible without a
similar democratisation of its governing
body; that the very constitution is arbi-
trarily changed every other year and
that, ultimately, the power of the regime
is virtually unlimited' etc. The govern-
ment has had an official pronouncement
of its attitude to such views published in
the dailies and weeklies: henceforth

those who espouse such beliefs are not
to be considered fit to educate others,

Further to this, Tito accuses the
teaching profession of exerting a perni-

THE END OF SUMMER

other leaders, who, after the 6th Con-
gress, have fought to promote a wide~
spread democracy, in defiance of the
authoritarian and bureaucratic leanings
of the regime. There is good reason to
believe that this repression will not stop
there; already several members of de-
partments of philosophy and sociology
have had their passports confiscated or
travel refused -~ this being in January,
February and November of 1972, In the
same year one or two intellectuals have
already been victimized: in July, Dr.
Djivic, a professor in the faculty of law
in Belgrade was sentenced to two years
of imprisonment, while, in November,
Pr. Bodizar was also arrested,

One of the last bastions of pseudo-
liberal marxist thinking is about to col-
lapse in Yugoslavia, The repressive
measures taken by Tito confirm us once
again in our belief that 'state communism

18 incomiatible with libertx and authentic

cious influence on the country's youth;
he holds them responsible for the stu-
dents' revolt in Belgrade, May 1968,
during which the participants denounced

the bureaucratic and authoritarian char-

acter of the regime and called attention
to the rise of a new class: the 'red’
bourgeoisie. This was a movement
which forced Tito to give way to some
extent, although he was never wholly in
sympathy with it,

The present purge is directed primar-
ily at the '"humanist' lecturers Stojanovic,

Injic and Popov. Meanwhile Jakcic has
been arrested in Sarajevo. Publication
of Pr. Marcovic's 'Re-examen’' (Re-
examination) has been prohibited and all
his work destroyed. What is more, this
same purge also constitutes a threat to

Icelandic cod war . from page 1
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per boat per day, from 135.5 pounds
to 159 pounds. Ireland's catches
rose from 450,000 metric tons (in
1945) to 558,000 in 1958 and
840,000 in 1959. . Japan's rose
from 2 million metric tons in 1945
to 5% million in 1958. This in-
crease (due to mechanization) has

very little concern for the conser-

vation of human life, let alone
the life of young fishes.

The decline of fishing in this
country bhegan with the drifters
who fished on the surface, mainly
for herring. Like all producers
with a perishable crop they were
at the mercy of market forces and
transport costs, and scon the
small individual fishermen were
squeezed out by the monopolies and
the fisherman found he could make
more from the tourist trade - in
season - than from fishing.

The deep-sea trawlers in Icelan-
dic waters fish on the sea-bed for
cod - the haddock has already been
already been almost exhausted.
Most of the boats, if not factory
ships are fitted with refrigera-
tion and are owned by monopoly
companies. In 1968 (according to
Anarchy 86 which is invaluable on
this topic¥*) there were three

monopolies in the fishing industry

in 1966/67 (to take one year only),

the White Fish Authority contribu-
ted £lmillion to the fishing inte-

rests as subsidies for new vessels.

Now the industry requires a fur-
ther 'subsidy' in the shape of
naval protection against their
Icelandic business rivals. The
Icelandic fisherman has more in
common with his British counterpart
than he has with his boss.

Whose fish is it?

The Sunday Times (3/6/73) states
that "Britain has an economic int-

erest in fishing off Iceland. It
is worth £22million a year and
gives employment to about 2,000
fishermen. This from a swift cal-
culation means £11,000 per year

shermen and Workers Control,
Anarchy (first series) 86,

Ereedom Press, 1l5p.
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socialism'; it is essential to realise that
it is 'by dint of necessity and strategy’
that it occasionally dons the mask of
liberalism 'never out of true conviction'.
It is unfortunate that, during this

'liberal' period, the opponents of state
authoritarianism are prepared to unveil
themselves and they will thus become
the first victims of the phase of repres-

sion which will inevitably ensue - the
scape-goats about whom will crystallize

all discontent arising from the basic
inadequacies of the regime itself (as has
been seen successively in Hungary,
Poland, Czechoslovakia and, after the
'Hundred Flowers' in China).

Mathilde Niel

(Le Monde libertaire)

Translated by R A,
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Death in the Net

During recent
trawler fetched
its nets which e
some of the crew.
first headline was
guous: "Ship hit by
giving an 1lmpression
might have been torpe
Icelandic navy). Thi
ratively unusual dis
disasters in the fis!
are commonplace. Ind
86 states that in 19
Schilling of the Lond
Hygiene estimated that
rate in the fishing indus
twice that for cozalmining an
times that in manufacturing u
tries, and that between 1900 and
1966, 223 fishermen were killed on
British vessels, then about 1% of
the workforce. In 1968 three
trawlers were lost which propor-
tionately is as great a disaster
as 1883 when twenty-three fishing
smacks were lost 1n a storm.
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It is obvious that the present
methods of fishing and exploita-
tion cannot go on without further
disasters and clashes.

But the potentiality of the.sea
with a lack of exploitation of man
and fish is enormous. Seven-tenths
of the world's surface is water,
with great uncharted deeps where
fish can be farmed rather than
hunted down to extinction. The
obvious people to run the fishing
industry are the fishermen who,
with an understanding of the ways
of fish shared by fishermen of
other nations, can pool resources
of weather information, fish move-
ment. information and supplies,

which must be done on an inter-

national scale if the growing
world is to be fed.

What the sea has to offer is not
to be unlocked by the competing
forces of nationalism or the rest-
rictive market-economy of- capital-
ism. Only the co-operative action
of the world's fishermen can feed

a hungry world.
Jack Robinson




ante being dragged down four
flights of stairs by the hair, one

policeman (806) used his baton
openly on a tenant. Earlier on
one tenant was held by the throat
and had his testicles squeezed.
One of the women who was pregnant

was violently thrown against a
wall.

Kirkby Rent Strike Hots Up

or get thrown out. But the other

one, who was by the way the secre-
tary of the Action Group, was only
given to Monday the 13th to pay up.

On Monday the 13th at 4.30 p.m.
about 1,000 people sealed off

all roads leadin§ into Tower Hill,
thus causing traffic jams for a
radiue of seven miles - and we all
know what it is like on the roads
at that time of the day. These
1,000 people gave notice of the
blocking of the road only two
hours before it was due to take
place. While the Action Group's
secretary was on the road block
there were 75 people in and around
his house just in case the council
managzed to get the bailiff onto
the estate. For six weeks Or more
after the road block there were
pickets in the lad's house day and
night in case the bailiffs tried
anything on the sly.

On Tuesday l4th November the
Action Group received 'phone calls
from various industries on Mersey-

Contact Colomn s

for making contact!
Use Is free, but
donations towards

typesetting costs
are welcome

THE TOWER HILL Unfair Rent dAction
group was formed in May 1972 by
tenants of Tower Hill Estate,
Kirkby (near Liverpool) to fight
the government's Housing Finance
A>t which was to be imposed ©On
them in Oectober of that year,
wh>ch meant that their rents would
be increased by &£1 per week. From
May to Octobar the tenants started
a massive campuign on the estate.
This includ=d mass meetings every
week, the leafletting of every
house on the estate, and going
from door to door to discuss the
effecta the Housing Finance ACt
would have on council tenants.

The_last_round?

ON MONDAY, 26th March two bail-
iffs were on the estate delivering
court orders to tenants who are on
rent strike. These summonaes were

not possession orders, they were : , ,f-_—_-”_
only money judgement orders. We SATURDAY 9th June. British With

: drawal from N. Ireland, meeting
guchored ail thess court oxfera dn § st Tterstad 1n Taking:
en bloc. The people who received &agtlat g' 'm‘ Afgosdgmgnstrgse
them signed them and wrote across s Pefle 50
them in bold letters 'ON RENT tion Sunday 10th June in Farlia-
STRIKE'. - And as I've said we cent ment Square, 3 p.m.

them all back to the court. It is JUMBLE SALE Saturday l1l6th June,
Action Group policy not to appear 2.30 p.m. Brotherhood Church Hall
or go anywhere near the court, as Chingford Mount, London, E.4.

the struggle is taking place on t Jumble and helpers needed. Write
the estate and not in the court. Douglas Kepper, Walnut Cottage,
Moorland, Bridgwater, Somerset.

EVERY SATURDAY 2 - 4 p.m. Picket
outside Brixton Prison. BELFAST

THURSDAYS 2 p.m. onwardse. Help
fold and despatch FREEDOM at
Freedom Press

At every weekly meeting Trom May
to Octodber we discussed over and
over: we thought the best way to
fight the unfair rent.act was 10
embark on a total rent strike,
which means the withhoiding of
rert and rates, we pleanned the or-
ganeirg of area, street and block
committees *o prevent eviciions,
and hox to mobilise tenants &S

About two weeks ago Kirkby Soci-
al Security offices paid over to
Kirkby Council rent money that it

quickly as possible t0 come to the
aid of any tenant whd might be
victimisad. The reason why we
tock the decision of a total rent
strike with non-payment Of arresars
was because we felt and still feel
“that if we had embarxed On & par-

gide pledging industrial support
for Tower Hill if the council at-
tempted to evict anyone.

It is now Kirkby Council's poli-
cy and it's in the standing orders
that no tenant on rent strike will
be evicted. So the only way they

had been withholding from claim-
ants who have been on rent strike.
Delegates from the Action Group
went down to the S5.5. offices to
find out who had authorised the
paying over of this money. They
were told that Kirkby was not the

TEN DEFENCE COMMITTEE (88 Roslyn
Road, London, N. 15)

NOTTINGHAM FREE SCHOOL urgently
needs full-time and part-time
staff (esp. full-time) for Sept-
ember start. Please contact thro!'

tigl rent strike (the withholding
of the inerease c¢aly) it would
have no efrect at all. The best
way and the only way is to hit

the council and money lenders etc.
is to kit them in the pocket as
that's where it hurts th=m most.

only S.S. office to do this, it 10 Milner Road, Sherwood, Notting-

ham, or Trent Poly. Anarchist Gp.
nas gappen$g tgrogg?ogt th?t - Finé Art Dept., Diyden Street. .
country. e Socia ecurity hua L : i ag
received orders from the Govern- Money also required crossed

cheques & P.0.s8 to Nottingham
ment to pay the money over to the Freg School and CommunitygTrust.
local councils. Yet local and

national newspapers are saying
that the fight against the Housing
Finance Act has fizzled out. If
this 1s true, why is it that the
Government is so worried about the
tenants on social security? Quite
a simple answer. By paying over
this money it's obvious that they
are trying to do their best to
demoralise other tenants who are
on rent strike and are working,
hoping that they will start paying.
We understand that there is little
can be done concerning the money
that they've paid over, but we can
put the blocks on any further
money being paid over. Section 17
year. This increase will be 50p a of the Social Security act is ab-
week. Tf you add these increases gut the protection of tenancies.
together you will find that from Any tenant whose rent hag been .
October 1972 to October 1973 we pald over can appeal against this
will have had an increase in the decision, so while higher appeal
region of £2 per week, all within 1s belng heard the 5.5. can't pay
12 months. No wonder we are refu- over money %o the council.

sing to pay rent. Another thing that has happened

Now let's look at the rateable in our struggle this month (May)
value of a house on Tower Hill. 1s that seventy tenants who are
The 1972 rateable value of £74 rent strikers on Tower Hill re-
per annum of a2 three bedroomed ceived letters from the Liverpool
house with a carport has gone to County Court and a similar letter
1973 rateable value which is £222 from Kirkby Council. The court's
per annum. A four bedroomed house letter asked the tenants to go
went from £90 p.a. to £234 p.a. down to the court on 24th May to
A two bedroomed fif+h floor maison- nave a meeting with the registrar.
ette has gone from £78 p.a. to It's obvious the registrar would
£190 p.a. Two years ago Kirkby have given the tenants a bit of
Council claimed *hat the average patter, telling them that he was
economic rent for dwellings on in sympathy with them but don't
Tower Hill would be in the region you think it's time you started
of £9.50 per week. The Tower Hill paying your rent. The council's
housewives with children and Action Group has go* well docu- letter also told the tenants to
babies in prams joined the ﬁwan}y- mented evidence that the rents on %o and see the registrar and they
four men who had been laid of?f.% this estate could be as high as the council) would expect to see
The result was that Birds Eye came £6 per week, and this does not in- us there - and they refuse to

t0 2 standstill because the women clude the rates. accept that being "on rent strike'
had completely blocked off the is any defence for not paying

main gate and turned bzck all wag- rent. At one of our meetings

ons and lorries, explaining to the (15th May) it was decided after a
drivers why they were picketing lengthy debate on the subject, to
the factory. The shop stewards ignore the letters. Now that day,

ingide the factory were telling 24th May has passed and no tenant
the rest of thes workers that no

can try and get their money back
is to take us (the tenants) to
court as debtors, the same way a
firm would take you to court for
hire-purchase debts.

Some of the tenants who are oOn
Social Security and are on rent
strike have been getting theilr
rent stopped out of their benefits.
I will come to this subject fur-
ther along.

Young men requires Jjob - not
everyday boring grind. Committed

to non-violent revolution and would
like to work towards this. John
Nightingale, 14 Northeide,; Clapham
Common SW4 (tel.Cl-720 3827 anytime)

Anotker ydung man, going crazy
through unemployment, willing to so
do almost anything, money virtu-
ally unimportant. Am 2 trained &
qualified projectiorist, have
worked in peace movement, PPU,
WRI,CND C'tee of 100 etc. If you
have anything contact Colin Clarke
32 Huxley Rd., Welling, Kent

GEORGE FOULSER is a2t present in
St. Pancras Hospital, Ward 3,

4 St. Pancras Way NW1l and would
like comrades to visit him. 2.30-

8 p.m. every day. Tel.347 4411

CORBY ANARCHISTS. Discussion
meetings first PFriday in every
month at. 7 Cresswell Walk, 7.30 pm

LIVERPOOL ASA contact May Stone,
C.52 Summerfield, Tower Hill,
Kirkby, near Liverpool.

Since -we've been on rent strike
Yrom last October guite a few
things have taken place. Ihere
was a demonstration in Liverpool
1ast Cctober which was cuallsd by
the Liverpool Trades Ccuncil in
protest against the Housing Fin-
ance Act. On this demonstration
LtLhere were twenty-four men from
the Birds Eye factory ir Kirkbly,
two of whom werc shop stewards.
Anyway iwenty-tow or these men
got letters from Birds Eye man-
agement telling then that tkey
were suspended for taking psrt in
the aforésaid demonstration. As
for the two stewards, they got
sacked. At our weekly meeting a
call was made for support on be-
half of these men. It was agreed

gg,the women that they would org-
ise picketis to go to Birds Eye*

in the morning to protest against
the company's actions. On the
morning after our meeting the wo-
men of the 'Action Group' went
round the esta*e with megaphones
and knocking on doors getting wo-
men %o go to the Birds Eye factory
and support thes twenty-four men,
who were picketing the factory
themselves. The women also made
phone calls *o the Sco*land Road
and Boo*le areas in Liverpool
agsking tenants groups there for
support. This they gave. At
10.30 that morning an army of

Facts and Figures

April 1973 brought in increases
in our rates and increases in the
rateable value of council houses.
Rates went up between 35p and 45p
per week on Tower Hill. Last Oct-
ober (1972) we were hit with an
increase of £1 on our rents per
week and another increase in rent
is due again in October of this

LONDON ASA meetings - for details
'phone 226-0817. Black & Red Out-
look always available, by post 5p
+ 2%2p from 3 Grange House,
Highbury Grange, London, N.5.

S.E. LONDON MENTAL PATIENTS UNION
meets every Tuesday 8 p.m. at The
Albany Cormunity Centre, Creek
Road, Deptford, S.E.8.

MTCHAEL TOBIN DEFENCE COMMITTEE
265 Dale Street, Chatham, Kent

— —

STOKE NEWINGTON FIVE SOLIDARITY

COMMITTEE, 54 Harcombe Road,
London, N. 16

* * *

On Monday, March 12th Kirkby
Council's Health and Housing Com-
mittee held a meeting in the coun-
cil buildings. This being just a

BLACK RAT, paper of Norwich Anar-
chist Group, available by post

(2p + 2%p) from Rupert Williams,
141 Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk
For details of regular meetings

one nad been laid off and not to
listen to the rabble outside as
they were only troublemakers.

The outcome of this incident was
1) the 24 men got reinstated,
2) the chairman of the Birds Eye
Group flew up from London and told
the workers that he didn'%t want
politics brought into the factory
and threatened to close the fact-
ory down. He algo spoke of 'to-
tally sinister ou*side influences'
(women and babies were *he sinis-—
ter influences). The women were
aleo called 'rent-a2-mob’.
3) the 24 men who all work in the
cold store department pledged
industrial action +*o the Tower
Hill Action Group in the event of
eviction, 1If the cold s*ore goes

out on strike, Birds Eye comes to
a standstill.

Facing tﬁreatg

On Saturday, November 1lth eight
tenants on Tower Hill received
eviction notices. Beven of these
were told that they had up to 20th
November to pay off their arrears

*Birds Eye is a brand of fro-
gen food.

committee meeting the public are
not allowed in. On the agenda for
discussion was *he Tower Hill rent
strike. We heard that the housing
manager Winstanley was intending
to put forward a proposal calling
for eviction orders to be served
on the tenants who are on rent
strike. Although the council has
openly stated that no evictions
will be served on rent strikers,
this man who igs obviously worried
about something is doing his dam
damnedest to get evictions served
on people. That evening between
150 and 200 tenants fturned up out-
side the council building in pro-
test against any action *ha+* might
have been taken against the rent
strikers. ©Police were on duty in-
side the building %o prevent any
of the tenants from getting inside
When one of our local councillors
turned up late we took the advan-
tage of pushing our way in with
him. About a dozen tenants man-
aged to get in. Four never got
any further than the foyer when
they were dragged out by the hair.
Two of these were women, but that
made no difference to the police.
Inside the council buildings the
other tenants were set upon by the
police, there were cases of ten-

appeared in court.

On Friday 25th May some tenants
received letters from the court
informing tham that starting from
22nd June and on the 22nd of every
month that they have to pay to the
court, and the court will pay it
to the council, the sum of £27 per
month; some tenants have been
told to pay £32 per month. At our
meeting on Tuesday, 29th May it
was decided to gather all these
letters in and write on them one
of our earlier slogans, 'We won't

pay' and send them to the chairman
of the council.

As far as we are concerned it is
now back in the hands of Kirkby

Council because on the 22nd June
no one intends to pay this money.
What action will the council go
for now? Will it be an attachment
o? earnings? Who knows what they
will do now. The fight is begin-
ning to warm up now. COMRADES, GO
TO YOUR PLACEE OF WORK AND UNION
BRKANCHES AND DISCUSS OUR RENT
STRIKE WITH YOUR WORKMATES. TRY
AND GET INDUSTRIAL BACKING FOR US.

A Correspondent

contact same address

BLACK & RED OUTLOOK, monthly paper
of the Anarchist Syndicalist Alli-
ance. No. 1% current issue produced
by Sheffield Group. Available (pay
what you like) from 4 Havelock
Square, Sheffield 10.

INSIDE STORY No. 9 May/June. What
the papers don't say about Vietnam,
more about Spies for Peace, etc.
20p + 3%p from 3 Belmont Road,

SW4 (or Freedom Bookshop)

LIBERTARIAN STRUGGLE£ monthly

paper of ORA. 5p + 2%p post from
29 Cardigan Road, Leeds (or from
Freedom Bookshops

SUBSCRIBERS change of address,
please notify us if you can at le
least a week before operative date.

We welcome news, articles, letters.
We go to press Monday so last date
for receipt of MSS and notices etec.
is Monday of the week of publica-

tion, earlier receipt appreciated.

Published by Freedom Press,
London, E. 1. Printed by
Vineyard Press, Colchester.
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