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GHILE ON THE BRINK

On November 11th last the present
writer wrote in FREEDOM of the

prospects of Allende's Marxist
programme in Chile being carried
out democratically. It was
pointed out that Allende had only
made half a revolution and was
thereby digging his own grave.
Events since then have confirmed
this thesis, but Allende has suc-
ceeded in winning an election,
staying in power by virtue of
easing the military in and out of
his cabinet. Nothing very revo-
lutionary seems to have happened.
In fact, Allende, and whoever
seems to ‘be his ally at the mo-
ment, are united in suppressing
anything really revolutionary.

Allende won his election but
got in on a minority vote with
the aid of an uneasy electoral
alliance with the Christian Demo-
crats. It has been claimed (by
professors from the law faculty
of the Catholic University of
Santiago) that there were irregu-
larities in the congressional
election (which returned Allende
to power) last March. The pro-
fessors claim that possibly
200,000 votes were duplicated in
the election but it is not known
for whom they were cast.

LIP TICKS

NEW GOVERNMENT plans for re-
structuring the Lip watch-making
factory at Besancon in France
have bzen rejected by the trade
unions following the police'

dawn raid and eviction of workers
from the factory. M. Jean
Charbonnel, the Minigter for
Industrial Development has plans
to split Lip into four loosely-
linked companies. These include
the different divisions, such as
watch-making, machine tools,
armaments and mechanical engin-
eering. Yet another company will
be set up to absorb any redundant
workers but so far no clearly
worked out plans have been put
forward and negotiations are
still i1n progress between the
Government, the French Industrial
Development Institute and
Ebauches, S.A., the Swiss com-
pany which has the controlling
interest in Lip.

However, despite all the solu-
tions being put forward those in
authority are worried because,
before the worikers were evicted,

Allende has survived the elect-
ion, an abortive military coup,
a naval mutiny and the assassina-
tion of his naval aide-de-camp.
He i1s weathering inflation, a
lorry-drivers' strike, a copper-
miners' strike, workers' occupa-
tion of factories and a series of
cabinet crises with military per-
sonnel flitting in and out.

One can resist anything except
temptation (as Oscar Wilde said)
and there is the temptation for
a. student of modern political
history to discern sinister paral-
lel events recurring. The current
history of Chile's so-called
'Democratic Marxist revolution'
discloses sinister parallels with
the so-called Russian Bolshevik
Revolution. The lorry drivers'
strike has some affinity with the
peasants' resistance to forcible
collectivization. The most sub-
stantial left-wing mutiny (so far)
occurred in the navy and 300
sailors are reported under arrest
(some it is alleged have been
tortured), providing a parallel
with Kronstadt. The assassina-
tion of Captain Arturo Araya,
Allende's naval aide-de-camp was
accredited to the right-wing
'Fatherland and Liberty' move-

they moved out essential machifiery
and computer parts. These have
been hidden away along with sev-
eral tons of documents and plans,
with 60,000 watches which workers
are continuing to sell at reduced
prices. In fact they even man-
aged to sell them in the restaur-
ant of the Ministry of Industrial
Development in Paris just six
hours after the police raid.

The French authorities obviously
thought that a massive show of
strength against the work-in was
the best means of ending what was
fast becoming a very large thorn
in their flesh. From the first
reaction to the raid there has
been considerable display of soli-
darity and support from other
sections of workers and the popu-
lation. This, unfortunately,
might only be for brief periods
and not long enough to force the
government to change its plans.
One-hour sympathy strikes by rail-
waymen and stoppages of Social
Security services have taken
place, but the Communist-led

ment; 1t 1s too soon to know
wh2ther he can be identified
with Calvo Soleto whose murder
precipitated the Spanish Civil
War or with Kirov, who gave
Stalin the excuse (if any were
needed) for his terror.

The grievance of the lorry
owner-drivers (6,500 drivers
with 5,000 vehicles, according
to The Times) is that the State
monopoly, Mopare, which is only
j% of the lorries in Chile, has a
monopoly of spare parts and new
vehicles imported into the
country. The lorry drivers (who
seem by no means to be large
firms but simply one-lorry own-
ers, that is to say small capit-
alists) want renewal of equip-
ment, a reasonable supply of
tyres, batteries and spare parts.
They are also requesting a real-
1stic tariff structure and social
security.

Such is the geography and rail-
way deficiency in Chile that this
comparatively small strike seems
to be paralysing Allende's sys-
tem. If one believes that the
worker is entitled to the use-
ownership of the tools of his
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HAVE YOU NOTICED HOW YOUNG
THE DEMONSTRATORS ARE GETI'ING?

C.G.T. and the Socialist C.F.D.T.
trade unions, with both the

Communist and Socialist parties,
have been careful not to incite
too much action and especially
condemned any violence on the
part of +trade unionists. But
violent clashes have taken place
outside Lip, although from re-
ports it seems none of them in-
volved workers from the factory.
Several thousands gathered out-
side the factory when they heard
the news of the eviction. They
came from Besancon and the sur-
rounding area and the police
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