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EVERY NOW and agein life confronts
us with the necessity of making
choices. Offered, as a nightcap,
Prussic acid or arsenic, we are
asked to exercise our God-given
reason, our democratic right to.
choose. Cornoisseurs are always
around to explain to us the deli-
cious bouquet of prussic acid or
the tang imparted to the palate by
arsenic; what the vintage years
were and our choice ‘of final symp-
toms -- rigor mortis or convul-
sions. We must choose.

S0 it is with history. We are
asked to choose sides say, so as
not to offend anyone (except
Lichtensteiners and Andorrans) be-
tween Lichtenstein ard Andorra.

In the kind of conflict thet occa-
sionally breaks out we are asked
to judge as between the good demo-
cretic socialist industrious
Lichtenstein and the feudal react-
ionary socialist agricultural
Lichtenstein (or vice versa).
know that Lichtenstein has com-
mitted aggressions against Andorra
and we also know that Andorra has
committed aggressions against
Lichtenstein--but who's perfect?

Ve

and carries with it the aistinct
probability that both the prota-—
gonists and their respective sup-
porters will disappear in the
consequent holocaust. Histories
of previous conflicts bear wit-
ness to these facts. Whatever
happened to Servia? To democra-
tic Czechoslovakia? To an inde-
pendent Poland?

We are sure to be accused of
neutralism, of shifty evasion or
of simplism in pointing out these
basic facts or alternatively we
shall be bombarded with chunks of
the history of Lichtenstein from
one side countered by chunks of
the history of Andorra, and ac-
cused of Fascist tendencies if we
decline to continue an unprofit-
able correspondence. It may be
that some of our best friends are
Lichtensteiners and we yield +to
no one in our personal admiration
of Andorrans, but the exercise of
choice as between the governments
they suffer under is a task which

HANDS OFF ANDORRA!

Lichtenstein (or Andorra as the
case may be) as the nation most
worthy of our support, is not
always nomination as the nation
most likely to succeed. (Jeho-
vah 1s on the side of the big
battalions and Allah doubtless
has the same preference for the
band-wagon) .

Once choice is made, abdica-
tion or responsibility commen-
ces. In order that Andorra can
circumvent the stratagems -of
Lichtenstein (or vice-versa) we
must endorse the stratagems of
Andorra whatever they may be.
Modern war and modern armaments
have no regard for the purity
of method or justice of a cause.
Atomic radiation has no code of
honour and napalm has no chival-
ry. The political implications
of a gangrenous wound cannot
be compared with the economic
potentialities of flame-scarred
tissue,

we must, if we continue to be
anarchists, shun.

One may, after all, be human
and feel a preference for the .

It has no bearing o
upon our failure to
judge, that the con-
flict has no valid-

ity, the method re-
solved upon for its

solution is incap-
able of solving the

-

This was originally written
by one of the presént edi-
tors or June 17, 1967, at
the time of the Six-Day War
and we think it highly rele-
vant to the comparatively
unchanged situation today.

?

of death, but to

implication of a
choice of the good

problem; that, in :
fact, the method of solution will
undoubtedly multiply the problems;

FOLLOWING THE announcement that
the management. was closing down
the Triumph motor-cycle works at
Meriden near Coventry, workers

there started an occupation of

the factory to safeguard their:
jobs. Behind locked and guarded
gates they have continued to

produce motor-cycles.
L

Management said that out of
1,750 workers 1,200 would have
to be sacked by Christmas. The
factory would be closed and those
remaining would be transferred to
the BSA works near Birmingham
where the engines are made.

Now the workers are in control.
Nobody enters the factory without
the permission of the shop stew-
ards, but although bikes are be-

TRIUMPh

ing made, they are unable to com-
plete them due to a lack of sup-
ply of parts. This shortage has
been caused by the company's con-
tinuing financial troubles which
has meant that their suppliers
have been reluctant to supply
them. Bikes have been parked in
the compound and have been ex-
ported to America (where 80% of
production goes). with parts mis-
sing which have been sent on at
a later date.

For years the company has
faced one crisis after another
but has failed to compete with
the Japanese manufacturers. Suc-
cessive injections of capital
have.not altered this situation.
However what remains is a wealth

democratic social-
ist way of death as
compared to the feu-
dal reactibnary way

honour this with the

rather than areluct-

ant acceptance of lesser evils is a
shifty evasion. The nomination of

'Peace' is, once war is accep-
ted as a_way of -settling dis-
putes, a dirty word on both
sides and only 'victory', that

senseless word, has any_purity
of meaning.

Freedom is not .only the right
to choose as our opponents often
point out; it is the right NOT
to cho®se. Some of us may by
chance be involved in the col-
lective insanity but this does
not make us voluntary or indeed
certified lunatics. The alluring
choice between being, as Camus
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of skills and engineering experi-
ence and the pride of craftsmen
who are determined to remain to-
gether to produce motor-bikes.

Unlike carfactories in the
area, their factory is small and
on a recognisable human scale.
Everybody more or less knows one
another and many have been there
for 30 or 40 years. This gives
the workers a good start in their
bid to keep the factory open.
They have already drawn up a
plan to buy the factory and run
it as a co-operative. A mass
meeting has agreed to this and
the Transport and General Workers
Union has given its support. Mr.
Poore, the boss of Triumph, has
welcomed this plan. He obvi-
ously wants to get rid of the
plant, because under capitalist
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