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EVERY NOW and again life confronts 
us with the necessity of making 
choices. Offered, as a nightcap, 
prussic acid or arsenic, we are 
ajsked to exercise our God-given 
reason, our democratic right to- 
choose. Connoisseurs are always 
around to explain to us the deli­
cious bouquet of prussic acid or 
the tang imparted to the palate by 
arsenic; what the vintage years 
were and our choice of final symp­
toms — rigor mortis or convul­
sions. We must choose.

So it is with history. We are 
asked to choose sides say, so as 
not to offend anyone (except 
Lichtensteiners and Andorrans) be­
tween Lichtenstein arid Andorra. 
In the kind of conflict that occa­
sionally breaks out we are asked 
to judge as between the good demo­
cratic socialist industrious
Lichtenstein and the feudal react­
ionary socialist agricultural 
Lichtenstein (or vice versa). We 
know that Lichtenstein has com­
mitted aggressions against Andorra 
and we also know that Andorra has 
committed aggressions against 
Lichtenstein—but who’s perfect?

It has no bearing 
upon our failure to 
judge, that the con­
flict has no valid­
ity, the method re­
solved upon for its 
solution is incap­
able of solving the 
problem; that, in 
fact, the method of solution will 
undoubtedly multiply the problems;

• •

and carries with it the distinct 
probability that both the prota­
gonists and their respective sup­
porters will disappear in the 
consequent holocaust. Histories 
of previous conflicts bear wit­
ness to these facts. Whatever 
happened to Servia? To democra­
tic Czechoslovakia? To an inde­
pendent Poland?

We are sure to be accused of 
neutralism, of shifty evasion or 
of simplism in pointing out these 
basic facts or alternatively we 
shall be bombarded with chunks of 
the history of Lichtenstein from 
one side countered by chunks of 
the history of Andorra, and ac­
cused of Fascist tendencies if wo 
decline to continue an unprofit­
able correspondence. It may be 
that some of our best friends are 
Lichtensteiners and we yield to 
no one in our personal admiration 
of Andorrans, but the exercise of 
choice as between the governments 
they suffer under is a task which 
we must, if we continue to be 
anarchists, shun.

One may, after all, be human 
and feel a preference for the • 

democratic social­
ist way of death as 
compared to the feu­
dal rea,ctibnary way 
of death, but to 
honour this with the 
implication of a 
choice of the good 
rather than areluct- 

ant acceptance of lesser evils is a 
shifty evasion. The nomination of

This was originally written 
by one of the present edi­
tors or. June 17, 1967, at 
the time of the Six-Day War 
and we think it highly rele­
vant to the comparatively 
unchanged situation today.

Lichtenstein Ur Andorra as the 
case may be) as the nation most 
worthy of our support, is not 
always nomination as the nation 
most likely to succeed. (Jeho­
vah is on the side of the big 
battalions and Allah doubtless 
has the same preference for the 
band-wagon).

Once choice is made, abdica­
tion or responsibility commen­
ces. In order that Andorra can 
circumvent the stratagems-of 
Lichtenstein (or vice-versa) we 
must endorse the stratagems of 
Andorra whatever they may be. 
Modern war and modern armaments 
have no regard for the purity 
of method or justice of a cause. 
Atomic radiation has no code of 
honour and napalm has no chival­
ry. The political implications 
of a gangrenous wound cannot 
be compared with the economic 
potentialities of flame-scarred 
tissue.

’Peace’ is, once war is accep­
ted as a_way of settling dis­
putes, a dirty word on both 
sides and only ’victory’, that 
senseless word,.has any.purity 
of meaning.

Freedom is not -only the right 
to choose as our opponents often 
point out; it is the right NOT 
to choose. Some of us may by 
chance be involved in the col­
lective insanity but this does 
not make us voluntary or indeed 
certified lunatics. The alluring 
choice between being, as Camus

WORKERS'
FOLLOWING THE announcement that 
the management, was closing down 
the Triumph motor-cycle works at 
Meriden near Coventry, workers 
there started an occupation of 
the factory to safeguard their 
jobs. Behind locked and guarded 
gates they have continued to 
produce motor-cycles.

Management said that out of
1,750 workers 1,200 would have 
to be sacked by Christmas. The 
factory would be closed and those 
remaining would be transferred to 
the BSA works near Birmingham 
where the engines are made.

Now the workers are in control. 
Nobody enters the factory without 
the permission of the shop stew­
ards, but although bikes are be-

TRIUMPH
ing made, they are unable to com­
plete them diie to a lack of sup­
ply of parts. This shortage has 
been caused by the company’s con­
tinuing financial troubles which 
has meant that their suppliers 
have been reluctant to supply 
them. Bikes have been parked in 
the compound and have been ex­
ported to America (where 80% of 
production goes)- with parts mis­
sing which have been sent on at 
a later date.

For years the company has 
faced one crisis after another 
but has failed to compete with 
the Japanese manufacturers. Suc­
cessive injections of capital 
have, not altered this situation. 
However what remains is a wealth

Continued on Back Page 
of skills and engineering experi­
ence and the pride of craftsmen 
who are determined to remain to­
gether to produce motor-bikes.

Unlike carfactories in the 
area, their factory is small and 
on a recognisable human scale. 
Everybody more or less knows one 
another and many have been there 
for 30 or 40 years. This gives 
the workers a good start in their 
bid to keep the factory open. 
They have already drawn up a 
plan to buy the factory and run 
it as a co-operative. A mass 
meeting has agreed to this and 
the Transport and General Workers 
Union has given its support. Mr. 
Poore, the boss of Triumph, has 
welcomed this plan. He obvi­
ously wants to get rid of the 
plant, because under capitalist

Continued on Back Page



Bakunin & his Writinns _
NEARLY A CENTURY has passed since the death of Michael Bakunin 
(1814-1876), and the last few years have seen a flood of books and 
monographs devoted to his life and ideas. The purpose of this article 
is to take stock of the more important recent works, with special ref­
erence to the monumental Archives Bakounine edited by Arthur Lehning 
of Amsterdam. A subsequent article will deal with the relations bet­
ween Bakunin and Nechaev in the light of new documents which have been 
published by Lehning and by Michael Confino of the University of Tel 
Aviv.

To begin with, a number of early biographies, written in French, 
German and English during the twenties and thirties, have been re­
printed in paperback editions. These include H. E. Kaminski’s 
Bakounine: la vie d’un revolutionnaire (1938/1971); Fritz Brupbacher's 
Michel Bakounine. ou le demon de la revolte (1929/1971), translated 
from the German with annotations and supplements by Jean Barrue); 
Ricarda Huch’s Michael Bakunin und die Anarchie (1923/1972); and most 
important, Ee H. Carr’s Michael Bakunin (1937/1961). In addition, 
Eugene Pyziur's The Doctrine of Anarchism of Michael A. Bakunin (1955/ 
1968) might be mentioned, although it is not a biography of Bakunin 
but a summary of his ideas.

The works of Carr and Pyziur,- of course, are the most familiar 
and accessible to British and American readers. Both are scholarly 
and full of valuable information, but both have serious drawbacks. 
Carr, though well written and still indispensable to anyone interested 
in Bakunin, places undue emphasis on the more curious and eccentric 
aspects of Bakunin’s personality while paying too little attention to 
his ideas and their impact on the revolutionary and working-class 
movements. There is no serious discussion of The Knouto-Germanic 
Empire, and Statehood and Revolution is not even mentioned, though 
these are Bakunin’s longest and most important works. Pyziur’s book, 
while a useful compendium of Bakunin’s philosophy, is marred by the 
author’s strong antipathy to his subject and by his apparent lack of 
French, the language in which Bakunin did most of his writing. The 
six-volume Oeuvres (1895-1913) are neither listed in the bibliography 
nor cited in the note». Nor is there any mention of Max Nettlau’s 
three-volume biography in German (1896-1900), the most exhaustive 
source of information on Bakunin’s life and thought, with copious 
extracts from his unpublished papers. Nettlau’s biography has been 
recently reproduced in the original handwritten and autocopied form 
by the Institut Universitaire de Hautes Etudes Internationales of 
Geneva, but it deserves a proper printing under the supervision of a 
modern Bakunin specialist (Lehning would be the best man for the job). 
It would also be good to have a new" edition of K. J. Kenafick’s 
Michael Bakunin and Karl Marx (1948), an interesting little book that 
has long been out of print.

What is most urgently needed, however, is &n up-to-date biography 
incorporating all the latest research. None has yet appeared — Henri 
Arvon’s Michel Bakounine. qu la vie contre science (1966) sheds little 
fresh light on the subject — but a number are on the way, including 
three in English, by the British writer Anthony Masters, by Arthur 
Mendel of the University of Michigan, and by Arthur Lehning of the 
International Institute of Social History, who is a well-known histor­
ian with an unrivalled, multilingual knowledge of Bakunin. In addition, 
Stephen Halbrook of Florida State University has completed a doctoral 
thesis on Bakunin and Marx, while Marshall Shatz of the .University of 
Massachusetts (who a few years ago wrote a valuable dissertation on 
the Polish revolutionary Machajski) is at work on a fresh study of the 
young Bakunin during his formative years in Russia and Western Europe 
before 1848.

A number of Bakunin studies have recently appeared in the Soviet 
Union which, though far from being sympathetic to their subject, pos­
sess a degree of objectivity that has not been seen since Stalin's 
consolidation of power in the 1930s. Natalia Pirumova produced both 
a short popular biography in 1966 and a fuller and more scholarly bio­
graphy in 1970. In 1966 A. A. Galaktionov and P. F. Nikandrov pub­
lished a study of the theorists of Russian populism, with chapters on 
both Bakunin and Kropotkin, and in 1969 I. B. Zilberman published a 
monograph on Bakunin’s political thought. Beyond this, there have 
been a number of specialized articles on Bakunin in major Soviet 
periodicals (for example Voprosy Istorii / Problems of History) by 
such serious scholars as Valentina Tvardovskaya, who in 1966 brought 
out a solid edition of Kropotkin’s Memoirs of a Revolutionist. In 
Poland, by the same token, a book on Bakunin and the Polish rising of
1863 was published in 1962 by Adam Lesniewski, and in 1964 Hanna 
Temnikowa produced an interesting study of Bakunin and "the dilemma of 
freedom", based on a wide reading of his works and of anarchist litera­
ture in general.

continued in next col.

Bakunin.(cont'd from prev. col.)
So much for the works about 

Bakunin. What of his own writ- 
ings? Here we are faced with a 
veritable embarrassment of riches.
During the past decade Bakunin 
anthologies have appeared in Eng­
lish, French, German, Italian, 
Dutch, and even Polish. In EngLish, 
the earlier collections of Guy 
Aldred, K. J. Kenafick, and G. P. 
Maximoff have been largely super­
seded by' Sam Dolgoff's Bakunin on 
Anarchy (reviewed by N. W. in 
FREEDOM of April 15, 1972), and 
still another new anthology, by 
Arthur Lehning will soon be pub­
lished by Jonathan Cape.* In ad­
dition, several specialized docu­
mentary collections have appeared, 
among them De la guerre a la Com­
mune: textes de 1870-1871, edited 
by Fernand Rude (1972); Scritti 
Napolitani (1865-1867) (1963);
and a reprint 
to Herzen and

of Bakunin's ns
Ogarev (1896/1968).

Moreover, a number of individual
works, such as God and the State 
and Federalism, Socialism, and 
Antitheologism and The Paris Com­
mune and the Idea of the State, 
have been separately reprinted in 
a variety of languages.

Paul Avrich.

TO BE CONTINUED

*Michael Bakunin, Selected Wri­
tings . ed. Arthur Lehning (Cape 
cloth £4.oo, paper £2.25), publ. 
Oct. 4, 1973, after this article 
was received. A review will ap­
pear in a later issue.

BOOKS
BOOKSHOP OPEN Tues-Fri 2-6 p.m 

(Thursday to 8.30 p.m) 
Saturday 10 a.m-4 p.m

Any book not in stock but in print 
can be supplied. Please add post­
age as in brackets.

*The Beast of Property and The
Social Monster : Two Essays 
by Johann Most £0.15 (f)
Direct Action and Liberal Demo­
cracy. April Carter £1.40 (lOp) 

*The Political Theory of Anarch­
ism , April Carter £0.90 (8p)
Methane - Fuel of the Future, 
An assessment -by Bell, Boulter, 
Dunlop & Keiller - from Whole 
Earth Tools £0.75 (7p)

*Rebellion. Michael Bakunin
£0.15 (3p)

The Paris Commune and the Idea 
of the State, Michael Bakunin 

£0.15 (3p)
The Rejection of Politics and 
other essays, George Woodcock 

£3.50 (I9p) 
international Directory of
Little Magazines & Small Presses 
9th edn. 1973-4 £1.50 (8p)

*Kronstadt Diary, Alexander 
.Berkman £0.06 (3p)
*The songs of Joe Hill, ed. B. 
Stavis & F. Harman £0.60 (4p)

*The Letters of Joe Hill, ed. 
.Philip S. Foner £1.50 (7p)
*Denotes title published in the 
United States.-
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