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HOW LONG?

OVER THE WEEKEND Dr. Kissinger,

America's globe-trotting peace-
maker, visited M scow for talks
with the Soviet leaders following
Mr. Kosygin's return from his
talks with President Sadat of
Egypt. Both the Americans and the
Russians have been supplying arms
to their respective "sides". In
fact, the massive support which
the Americans have given the Is-
raelis (to cortinue even after the
cease-fire) have given them the
military edge over the Arabs. This
support has been given despite the
pregressive cut back of oil by the
Arebs to America.

However, prior to the outbreak
of the present fighting, Joseph
Sisco, Assistant U.S. Secretary
of State, said on Israeli televi-
sion:

"While cur interests in many res-
pects are parallel to the inter-
ests of Israel they are not syno-
nymous with the State of Israel.
The interests of the United States
go beyond any one nation in the
area...lhere is increasing concemn
in our country over the energy
question and I think 1t 1s fool-
hardy to believe that this 1s not
a factor in the situation."”

Mr. Sisco even mentioned "the
legitimate interests and aspira-
tions of the Palestinian people
in any peace settlement."

Their present support seems to
run contrary to Mr. Sisco's
speech, but by air-lifting such
huge quantities of arms, whose
technical capabilities have
brought the lIsraelis near to
Damascus and over to the west
bank of the Suez Canal, they
might think they could br:ng the
war to a quick end. But while
the two super-powers have sup-
plied and are supplying the con-
testants witlk arms people are

"What would you like, Guy,
——an Arab or Israeli Rosette?"

being killed in order to uphold
nation states. The state of
Israel as an expanding nation
acts with all the colonial arro-
gance of a European state of the
last century. The authorities
imprison all those who oppose
these policies, Jews and Arabs
alike. Anyone who proposes that
Jews and Arabs can live and work
together faces political repres-
sion.

The Arab states are also autho--
ritarian ard imprison ahy opposi-
tion that might threaten their
power. They have used the native
Palestinian-Arab population as
political propaganda but have
done little to help those who
were driven from their land when
the Israeli state was created.

The war has been a classic ex-
ample c¢f nation states in con-
flict, in which the populations
heve been the losers. Instead of
people working together to make -
the desert fertile it has been
used for tank battles.

The terms of the cease-fire
give the Arabs back the land
which Israel held after the 1967
six-day war. Although the Arab
governments will recognise the
State of Israel, nothing as yet
has been worked cut to help the
Palestinians. People will conti-
nue to suffer because of the
creation of yet another nation
state when previously they had
lived in peece. Such conflicts
will continue while the nation
states exist and their interests
conflict.

Anarchists think of themselves
as people, first and last, and
the country they hapren to be
born in is Jjust a geographical
location. Nation states only
divide people end create artifi-
cial conflicts which have little
or nothing to dc¢ with their
populations. People should rot
fight for their national leaders
but join with one another to
create a soclety where boundaries
would be abolished. P T
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THAI
"ANARCHY’

ASKED BY Martin Woollacott of the
Guardian how it was that one of
the most unpolitical student
bodies in the world had managed
to topple "what seemed one of
the most entrenched authorita-
rian regimes in Asia'", Mr, Tamet,
student and political affairs
under-secretary of the Thai
National Students Centre, re-
plied bluntly:

"We are amazed by what has
happened. We didn't dream of
getting so far--absolutely

not. We began with the idea

of a big demonstration to

bring about the release of

the 13 students and lecturers
arrested last weekend, but to
be frank with you, we didn't
even really think we would get
TRET.. .

"We had to wait while the other
leaders negotiated with the
King, and the crowd was getting
more and restless...Then we got
the news of the promise that
the 13 would be released and
the country would have a Con-
stitution in a year. It was
good news, but the loudspeakers
did not work too well and many
never heard it at all, and some
that did weren't satisfied.
Later I got a message saying
'hold your people back', but I
told him that's hopeless..And
so I ordered the section for-
ward...Later, when the shooting
began, either towards midnight
on Saturday or early on Sunday,
there were no leaders, and all
the officials were trying to
stop it but it was hopeless.
And once the students got mad
when they saw their comrades
shot, that was it."

"IT", as Tamet modestly put it,
was . a few days of leaderless
student s rioting and burning
(including the HQ of the Thai
police) which forced the deputy
Prime Minister and other old
cronies to flee the country,
leaving behind them perhaps
1000 students dead, wounded or

missing, an act of mass repres—

sion that has allowed the old
regime to emerge from this cri-

sis widely unpopular, deserted
even by the senior officers’
corps of the army, air force
and navy.

Although today the majority of
the 100,000 Thai students are
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