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ASKED BY Martin Woollacott of the 
Guardian how it was that one of 
the most unpolitical student 
bodies in the world had managed 
to topple ’’what seemed one of

OVER THE WEEKEND Dr. Kissinger, 
America’s globe-trotting peace­
maker, visited M scow for talks 
with the Soviet leaders following 
Mr. Kosygin’s return from his 
talks with President Sadat of 
Egypt. Both the Americans and the 
Russians have been supplying arms 
to their respective ’’sides". In 
fact, the massive support which 
the Americans have given the Is­
raelis (to continue even after the 
cease-fire) have given them the 
military edge over the Arabs. This 
support has been given despite the 
progressive cut back of oil by the 
Arabs to America.

However, prior to the outbreak 
of the present fighting, Joseph 
Sisco, Assistant U.S. Secretary 
of State, said on Israeli televi­
sion:

"While cur interests in many res­
pects are parallel to the inter­
ests of Israel they are not syno­
nymous with the State of Israel. 
The interests of the United States 
go beyond any one nation in the
area...There is increasing concern 
in our country over the energy 
question and I think it is fool- 
hardv to believe that this is not V
a factor in the situation."

Mr. Sisco even mentioned "the 
legitimate interests and aspira­
tions of the Palestinian people 
in any peace settlement."

Their present support seems to 
run contrary to Mr. Sisco’s 
speech, but by air-lifting such 
huge quantities of arms, whose 
technical capabilities have 
brought the Israelis near to 
Damascus and over to the west 
bank of the Suez Canal, they 
might think they could bring the 
war to a quick end. But while 
the two super-powers have sup­
plied and are supplying the con­
testants with arms people are
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"What would you like, Guyo 
—an Arab or

being killed in order to uphold 
nation states. The state of 
Israel as an expanding nation 
acts with all the colonial arro­
gance of a European state of the 
last century. The authorities 
imprison all those who oppose 
these policies, Jews and Arabs 
alike. Anyone who proposes that 
Jews and Arabs can live and work 
together faces political repres­
sion .

The Arab states are also autho­
ritarian and imprison any opposi­
tion that might threaten their 
power. They have used the native 
Palestinian-Arab population as 
political propaganda but have 
done little to help those who 
were driven from their land when 
the Israeli state was created.

Th'e war has been a classic ex­
ample cf nation states in con­
flict, in which the populations 
have been the losers. Instead of 
people working together to make ‘ 
the desert fertile it has been 
used for tank battles.

The terms of the cease-fire 
give the Arabs back the land 
which Israel held after the 1967 
six-day war. Although the Arab 
governments will recognise the 
State of Israel, nothing as yet 
has been worked out to help the 
Palestinians. People will conti­
nue to suffer because of the 
creation of yet another nation 
state when previously they had 
lived in peace. Such conflicts 
will continue while the nation 
states exist and their interests 
conflict.

Anarchists think of themselves 
as people, first and last, and 
the country they happen to be 
born in is just a geographical 
location. Nation states only 
divide people end create artifi­
cial conflicts which have little 
or nothing to de with their 
populations. People should not 
fight for their national leaders 
but join with one another to 
create a society where boundaries 
would be abolished. m
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the most entrenched authorita­
rian regimes in Asia", Mr. Tamet, 
student and political affairs 
under-secretary of the Thai 
National Students Centre, re­
plied bluntly:

"We are amazed by what has 
happened. We didn’t dream of 
getting so far—absolutely
not. We began with the idea 
of a big demonstration to 
bring about the release of 
the 13 students and lecturers 
arrested last weekend, but to 
be frank with you, we didn’t 
even really think we would get 
that...
"We had to wait while the other 
leaders negotiated with the 
King, and the crowd was getting 
more and restless...Then we got 
the news of the promise that 
the 13 would be released and 
the country would have a Con­
stitution in a year. It was 
good news, but the loudspeakers 
did not work too well and many 
never heard it at all, and some 
that did weren’t satisfied. 
Later I got a message saying 
’hold your people back’, but I 
told him that’s hopeless.»And 
so I ordered the section for­
ward ... Later , when the shooting 
began, either towards midnight 
on Saturday or early on Sunday, 
there were no leaders, and all 
the officials were trying to 
stop it but it was hopeless. 
And once the students got mad 
when they saw their comrades
shot, that was it,."

"IT", as Tamet modestly put it,
was.a few days of leaderless 
student s rioting and burning 
(including the HQ of the Thai 
police) which forced the deputy 
Prime Minister and other old 
cronies to flee the country, 
leaving behind them perhaps
1000 students dead, wounded or 
missing, an act of mass repres­
sion that has allowed the old 
regime to emerge from this cri­
sis widely unpopular, deserted 
even by the senior officers’ 
corps of the army, air force 
and navy.

Although today the majority of 
the 100,000 Thai students are 
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SQUATTERS HARASSED IN ACTON

THREE MONTHS AGO a group of musi­
cians and their friends from
Somerset came to London. Not be­
ing able to pay the excessively 
high rent asked for accommoda­
tion, they decided to squat. 
After moving around they finally 
settled into 81 Churchfield Road 
Acton, a house that had been 
empty for more than seven months. 
They tried, through a local news­
paper, to contact the landlord, 
and pinned a notice to the front 
door saying they were willing to 
pay a fair rent, rates, etc.

They had been there for only 
three weeks when the landlord 
finally arrived. On Sunday 14th 
October he, with thirteen other 
men armed with hockey sticks and 
iron bars, burst into the house 
while the occupants were asleep. 
Without discussion they threw 
all the bedding and belongings 
out of the window, into the 
front garden. When the occu­
pants protested that this behav­
iour was not necessary they were 
immediately threatened, and two 
of them were forcibly thrown 
from the house.

Soon after the police arrived, 
and received complaints from the 
evicted, but, after discussion 
with the landlord, decided the 
dispute was ’’not within their 
jurisdiction’’. Now, the 16th
October, the house is again empty.
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BOOKSHOP OPEN Tues-Fri 2-6 pomo 
(Thursday to 8.30 p.m.) 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

A.F.B. CONFERENCE

In view of the generally fav­
ourable nature of the response 
we have received to our propo­
sal to hold an A.F.B. conference 
it has been decided to go ahead 
with the organisation of the 
conference.

It will be held at Leicester 
University on 24th and 25th Nov­
ember in the television room of 
the Percy Gee building. The 
first session will open at
10 a.m. on Saturday 24th November

We hope to publish and circulate 
a discussion document comprising 
any material we receive connected 
with the conference — subjects 
for discussion, procedural and 
org anisational suggestions and 
ideas people may have about the 
role and function of the confer­
ence and any thoughts on the role 
a revived A.F.B. might fulfil.

Any contributions tothis discus­
sion document, together with de­
tails of numbers of comrades who 
hope to attend to assist us with 
the provision of adequate floor 
space for comrades to sleep over­
night, can be sent to Black Flag 
Bookshop, 1 Wilne Street,
Leicester.

Organising Group,
Leicester Anarchists.

but closed Saturday 27th October

Any book not in stock but in print 
can be supplied. Please add post­
age as in brackets.

*The Haymarket Affair: Chicago
1886, Corinne J. Nader £0.75 (6p)) 
*William Godwin. Elton E. Smith & 
Esther G. Smith £3.75 (l3n)
*The Complete Works of Gerrard 
Winstanley. ed. Geo. H. Sabine

£6.00 (27p)
*The Soul of Man Under Socialism 
and Other Essays,.Oscar Wilde

£1.00 (I9p) 
*Harmonian Man : Sei, writings cf 
Charles Fourier, ed. by Mark 
Poster • £1.30 (9p)
*The Utopian Vision of Charles 
Fourier, ed. by Jonathan Beecher 
and Richd. Bienvenu £1.75 (l9p) 
*Bakunin on Anarchy, ed. by Sam 
Dolgoff £1.50 (lOp)
*The Political Theory of Anarch­
ism . April Carter (paper)90p(8p) 
*Int. Directory of Little Maga­
zines & Small Presses, 9th edn.
1973-4 £1.50 (8p)
^Kronstadt Diary, Alexander 
Berkman £0.6. (3p)
*The Songs of Joe Hill, edo B. 
Stavis & F. Harman £0.60 (4p) 
*The Letters of Joe Hill, ed. 
Philip S. Foner £1.50 (7p)

IN BRIEF

To those of us who have the un­
fulfilled hope that if we ignore 
Xmas it will go away, Barbara 
Smoker of the National Secular
Society has on offer Heretics 
(Christmas) Greeting Cards, 
depicting deserted religious 
assemblies; an arrow-pierced 
William Tell junior advocating us 
to ’Have Faith’; a picture of
G.B.S. as Santa Claus comforting 
us with the thought that ’We all 
loath Christmas, but it comes 
only once a year and is soon 
over’; a card celebrating the 
birthday of Horus/Dionysus/
Mithras and others and wishing 
the return of the ’unconquered 
sun’; and finally there is a 
Women’s Lib card depicting the 
alleged Bethlehem nativity with 
the Magi’s proclamation: ’It’s a 
girl’. Orders to Barbara Smoker, 
6 Stanstead Grove, London SE5 4DD

The Sun’s headline was "The End 
of the World”, the Evening Stand­
ard was more moderate with 
’’England in Wilderness"; working­
class demonstrators were on the 
streets of Derby against victimi­
zation but it was all only foot­
ball.

A bank computer erroneously gave 
a business man a £6,000 bonus. 
He was heavily overdrawn and was 
now before the Official Receiver. 
He was allowed to travel to Ghana 
to try to recover some of his 
assets.

World Medicine reported that a 
petition of 173 signatures to the 
British General Medical Council 
called for the G.M.C. to ”at least 
give guidance /on the aupstion of 
torture/ for the future to those 
doctors whose work includes the 
care of prisoners and detainees; 
and whose day to day duties may 
bring them into conflict with what 
has been generally accepted as 
normal ethical standards". 
"Eventually,” said World Medicine, 
"the G.M.C. said it could consider 
the matter only if a concrete 
complaint was made against an 
individual" which, said WorId 
Medicine, "meant that guidance 
could be given only if some un­
fortunate Royal Army Medical 
Corps officer were to be 
pilloried. ’’

Sancho Panza.
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BARGAIN BASEMENT
Selected Writings, Poetry & Cri­
ticism, Herbert Read £1.10 (22p) 
406pp hardback, reduced from 
£2.75)
Message of a Wise Kabouter, Roe1 
van Duyn on P'. Kropotkin 15p(6p) 
(98pp paperback, reduced from 75p)

PLEASE SEND FOOLSCAP (9" x 4") SAE 
if you would like to have booklists

LETTER BASQUES

Comrades,
What is going to become of the 

Basque people? As a newspaper, 
you cover weekly events in both 
England and Ireland. If you are 
true Anarchists, the least you 
can do is to send three or more 
reporters to the Basque provinces 
of Alva, Vizcaya, Guizpuzoa and 
Navarr to give to the people 
abroad continuous coverage!! 
(Statistics needed separately.)

How many are dead? More impor­
tant, how many have been impris­
oned and forgotten? Remember, 
the Spanish Civil War has never 
ended! In the name of Humanity, 
don’t let these people die! If 
the Euzkaldun die, the world 
shall no longer see naturally

...continued on Page 7




